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WAR IN THE BALKANS 


Primakov meets Milosevic Aid operation begins 

Six hours of talks between the European relief operation got 


INSIDE THE REVIEW 


Hussion Tp riTTH ? Minigfpr and 
^ Serb leader gained little 
Wg€ 2 


under way at dawn yesterday 
in Albanian port of Durres 
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Butchery in two dries New bombing system 

The Great Terror in Kosovan Nat© deployeda new baa- 
cities of Pec and Prizren weather bombing system 


Ulster talks 

The Northern Ireland peace 
process remained alire after 
. intensive talks m Belfast 

Home P6 

Trash television oh trial. 

A US talk show is being sued 

over the murder of a guest 
Foreign P13 


BMW sets deadfine 

BMW gave Government four 
weeks to offer an acceptable 


Business PI A 

Atherton out of Cup 
Michael Atherton is out of 
cricket’s World Cup 

Sport P2A 


Hell b other people 


Sue Arnold 


r ni uuni 

The estate in Bradford in dire Let’s face it -girls are just 
need of Jack Straw's new too dam sensible to be good 

Anti-Social Behaviour Orders at sport 


AimeMcElvog ■ 

Belgrade and Belfast Mr 
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Melissa: the computer virus 
that's eating the world 
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WAR IN THE BALKANS 


THE INDEPENDENT 

WcdnestLiy 31 March 1999 


"We believe chat there 
is a campaign of ‘ethnic 
cleansing'" 

Kris Janowski, 
spokesman for UNHCR 


“Pec was a city of 100,000. 
We now have reports that 
it's almost totally destroyed" 

Jamie Shea , 
Nato spokesman 


“It’s possible that there are 
atrocities, but it is not a 
state strategy” 


“The answer is to intensify 
the attacks. It is to get in 
and hit Milosevic and his 


Vuk Draskovic, Yugoslav thugs very, very hard 


"Thousands of Albanians, 
young and old, women and 
children, have been * 
massacred” 


Deputy Prime Minister 


Tony Blair Ramadan Avdiu, KLA 


"The regime in Belgrade is 
basically a Nazi regime" 
Aaron Rhodes, 
international Helsinki 
Federation 


Primakov fails to 


end the bombing 


The Peace Effort 

By Robert FISK in Belgrade 


AS NATO promised to increase 
its air bombardment of Serb 
forces in Kosovo, the Serbian 
President, Slobodan Milosevic, 
last night offered a ceasefire in 
return for an immediate halt in 
hostilities. After six hours of 
talks with the Russian Prime 
Minister, Yevgeny Primakov, in 
Belgrade, the Serb leader 
promised he would reduce his 
forces in Kosovo and allow “all 
peaceful refugees" to return to 
the' province “if they are Yu- 
goslav citizens", providing the 
Nato bombardment ends. It 
seemed unlikely - to say the 
least - that Nato would accept 
his offer 

Serb television quoted Mr 
Milosevic as saying that “Nato 
aggression should stop" be- 
cause it is a threat to “interna- 
tional security". There was also 
speculation that the Serbs 
would be prepared to accept a 
peacekeeping observer force in 
Kosovo made up of neutral na- 
tions -and perhaps also Russia 
But last October's peace agree- 
ment in Kosovo itself provided 
for a reduction in Serb forces 
and for international observers 
- an accord that disintegrated 
when the Serbs refused to ac- 
cept the military implementa- 
tion of the autonomy plans 
accepted by Kosovo Albanians 
in Paris this month. 

Furthermore Nato, according 
to Mr Primakov, would also 
have to end its support for the 
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Kosovo Liberation Army - an 
unlikely step since KLA repre- 
sentatives signed the Paris au- 
tonomy agreement And tens of 
thousands of Kosovo Albanians 
do not hold Yugoslav passports; 
very few acknowledge Yugoslav 
sovereignty. So how could they 
“return” to Kosovo? Mr Pri- 
makov arrived in Bonn from Bel- 
grade last night to say that Mr 
Milosevic's offer was “a positive 

b eginning and if the other party 
[Nato] is willing, a dialogue can 
start". Mr Milosevic was ready 
to be “constructive” if Nato 
showed positive signs of ac- 
cepting the idea. 

Early yesterday evening, 
however; it did not look as 
though Nato would be able to 
accept the Serb proposals. The 
British Government rejected 
Mr Milosevic’s reported offer 
and said the bombing would 
continue. “He knows what he 


has got to do. It’s actions on the 
ground that matter; not words 
about what might happen if 
Nato ceases its military oper- 
ations. And he has a track 
record of breaking promises.” 
said a spokesman. 

Indeed, Mr Milosevic - well 
aware that Nato fatally miscal- 
culated Serb resistance - may 
simply be trying to gain the 
moral high ground, aware that 
his forces could pursue their fe- 
rocious campaign in Kosovo 
the moment Nato rejected his 
offer Yet faced with its unwill- 
ingness to send ground troops 
into battle and the humanitar- 
ian catastrophe its bombard- 
ment provoked - and which 
Serb forces brought about - 
there wffl be Nato nations all too 
ready to accept aqy chance of 
a ceasefire in what now looks 
like an unwinnable war 

Nato’s air bombardment of 


Yugoslavia had continued even 
as Mr Primakov arrived in Bel- 
grade yesterday morning. The 
handshakes and arm -clasps 
woe fraternal, the smiles Inroad 
as he stepped from his Tupolev 
jet at the glass-shattered airport 
in Belgrade, onty minutes after 
President Boris Yeltsin had 
condemned the Nato offensive 
fo Moscow. Amid foe broken fab- 
ric of the airport smashed in a 
Nato air raid on a neighbouring 
communications centre 48 
hours earifec Mr Primakov said 
that he was trying to move the 
crisis into political territory or 
- as he put it in colloquial Russ- 
ian - “into the political tub”. 

Mr Milosevic received Mr 
Primakov in the Beli Dvor -the 
ornate “White Palace" that was 
home to the Yugoslav monarchy 
and later to Tito - in foe Bel- 
grade suburb of Topsider, 
scarcely three miles from the 
military base at Rakovica that 
has already been bombed four 
times by Nato aircraft Mr Pri- 
makov had brought with him 
his Defence Minis ter, Igor 
Sergeyev, Foreign Minister, 
Igor Ivanoy and senior Russian 
intelligence officers. 

Shortly after he sat down 
with Mr Milosevic, Mr Pri- 
makov raised both bis arms as 
if imitating the flight of an air- 
craft - and it is certain that the 
Russians expressed interest in 

examining the wreckage of the 
American F-U7A Stealth fight- 




Yevgeny Primakov imitating the flight of an aircraft during talks with Slobodan Milosevic yesterday Sky TV 


er that crashed 25 miles from 
Belgrade on Saturday night 
But even as Mr Milosevic 
spoke to his Russian guests, 

new facts were being created on 
foe ground in Kosovo. With more 
than 25 per cent of foe Kosovo 
Albanians displaced art ^ legions 
of refugees still pouring into 
Macedonia, Albania and Mon- 
tenegro, the Serbs may soon be 
in a position to claim that north- 
on Kosovohasbeen abandoned 
by its Albanian population. 
There are growing suspicions in 
Belgrade that once this has 
been accomplished, Nato may 
tacitly accept a division of the 


province with the capital Pristi- 
na, the Drenica region and the 
Tfrepca lead, zinc and gold mines 
- the most valuable piece of real 
estate in foe Balkans - remain- 
ing exclusively in Serb hands. 

The Sferbs remain convinced 
that Nato has turned into a tool 
of the KLA - against whose 
forces the Yugoslav army scored 
a significant success on Sunday 
with the capture of scores of new 
anti-armour weapons. However 
fanciful foe notion, it has been 
fuelled by Serb claims that Nato 
raids on Sob security forces in 
Kosovo have been followed fay 
KLA attacks on foe newly 


bombed facilities. Serbia’s con- 
viction that it is the victim of a 
Nato-KLA plot will only have 
been reinforced yesterday when 
the British Secretary of State for 
Defence, George Robertson, 
.vouchsafed the view that “if 
these people [the Kosovo Alba- 
nians] say Nato is right to act, 
who has got the right to say they 
are wrong?" Hence Mr Milo- 
sevic's insistence that any 
ceasefire must be accompanied 
by an end to Nato’s support for 
the KLA. 

Figures suggest that up to 
36,000 Yugoslav forces - 20,000 
soldiers and 16,000 special po- 


lice-are now in Kosovo, dear 
proof that Nato air strikes have 
totally foiled to dissuade the 
Serbs from their offensive. Any 
hope that Mr Milosevic would 
accede to American and Euro- 
pean plans for an internation- 
al peacekeeping force in Kosovo 
after two or three days of bomb- 
ing have been abandoned. 
Among those most critical of 
Nato’s miscalculations is Carl 9-v 
Bikit. foe highly respected for- 
mer European envoy to Bosnia 
who has condemned Nato for 
bombing without the motivation 
and will to commit ground 
troops to the battle for Kosovo. 
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They came with no possessions except sadness in their eyes 


Tuesday afternoon 
MY PARENTS' house filled up 
with people last night They 
were unknown to us and des- 
perate to find a place to stay 
overnight They are from 
Dragodan, a part of Pristina 
where only Albanians live. 

In the afternoon, police en- 
tered every house in the neigh- 
bourhood - my father tells me 
there are around 600 - and ex- 
pelled everyone. It took two 
hours. They just came in and 
deared everything. We have no 
reports of anyone being killed, 
though there was some ha- 
rassment Armed men in blade 
masks and blue police helmets 


came and said: “You have to 
leave.” The same thing oc- 
curred in another part of town, 

I saw it through my win- 
dows. People were running 
down foe MIL They came with 
no possessions; they were not 1 
even allowed to take their IDs. 
They had almost nothing, ex- 
cept a sadness in their eyes. 
Even the pride that is wen 
known among Albanians 
seemed destroyed. 

Four families came to our 
building. At first they were 
scared: they did not know if 
they would find Serbs or Alba- 
nians. Then they met one Al- 
banian, and another, and they 


felt they could find people to 
help them. My mother gave 
them water to calm them, and 
then tea and coffee. But still 
they were embarrassed to ask 
if they could sleep at’our house. 
We have four families in our 
small apartment now. 

During the whole night they 
stood in the window, looking in 
foe direction of their houses, 
expecting to see flames. There 
was no burning, andlast night 
was rather quiet one Nato 
plane at 4am, and some deto- 
nations, and that was it But po- 
lice prevented them from going 
back to their houses today. 

Tomorrow it will be a whole 


Dateline Pristina: Our second report 
from a journalist trapped in the city 


week since I have been able to 
see the town, and my friends; 
since I have stayed in the dark. 
The only view I have of the 
world is the computer in front 
of me, which I can use until 
6pm while I have electricity. I 
look through the curtains, but 
do not puff them back. 

I wonder where my friends 
are and afl the people I knew 
in this town. I am forbidden to 
do tiie job whidi I have done for 
years. I know my life is in jeop- 


ardy because of it My friend 
was killed yesterday, for one 
reason: he was a journalist 
Bahm[Haxiu] was the editor of 
Kaha Ditore [the leading Koso- 
vo newspaper], an excellent 
guy. His “thing" was exclusive 
stories and he always knew 
what was up. 

What hurts me foe most is 
that I had news that he was in 
a safe place. I sent a message 
to his family Amt he was OK, 
that they shouldn’t worry. Now 


I have such a feeling of guilt 
Thank God his parents’ phone 
is not working, because I 
wouldn't know what to say. I re- 
ally hope that it was a quick, 
death, one bullet I hope he-- 
wasn’t beaten. 

No one expected it would be 
this bad. Not even Baton - 
even though we had wan even 
though we expected retalia- 
tions. We always thought that 
this would happen in the vil- 
lages. No one dreamed Pristi- 
na would look like this. 

I have decided I won’t stop. 

I feel the need to continue, even 
behind the shadow. 

The television screens are 


full of images of refugees that 
have left Well, they have sur- 
vived and they might come 
back one day. But what about 
us —the people that remain in- 
side the town that has redly be- 
come a camp? 

Some 300 vehicles full of 
people left this morning from 
Pristina. They have decided to 
escape, heading south for 
Macedonia. Who knows if they 
will be able to pass the 
border safety? But th^ are des- 
perate to leave, and to be as far 
away as they can from this 
mess. 

I don’t feel that way yet I 
don’t think about dying. I will 


think about it tomorrow. For 
most who remain and intend to 
stay, they think differently. 
They feel that this is the price 
to pay for Kosovo. The only 
question now is who is going to 
make it through to the end. So 
some pride remains.They don't 
what to help “them" in their 
wish of emptying Kosovo of the 
Albanians. 


This dispatch is from the I 
‘Balkan Crisis Reports' of the I 
Institute for War & Peace Re- 
porting, whichcanbe found at 
< wuno.iwpr.net >. Thenits. 
thor's name is withheld to 
protect against reprisals 




KOSOVO EMERGENCY 

HELP SAVE CHILDREN'S LIVES 


LIGHTING UP 


EXTREMES 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 


Temperature, *C 


7.57pm ro 6.57am 


Forced to flee their homes, the refugee children of Kosovo 
are cold, exhausted and terrified. Will you help the innocent 
children caught up in this conflict? 
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Wind speed, mph | 
rSilVgvjj and direction 


Birmingham 7.39pm k> 6.43am 


Bristol 

Glasgow 

London 


7. <i1 pm ro 6.47am 
7.52pm to 6.49am 
7.3lpm ro 6.37am 
7.42pm to 6.44am 
7.40pm co 6.39am 


Ihmoc North Bewick 1 5C (59F] 
Coldest (day): Sella Ness 8 C (46 F) 
H teMs c Loch Gtascamoch 14.0 mm 
Sanotasc Elgin 9.8 hrs 
For 24Jvs co 2pm Tuesday 


HIGH TIDES 


UNICEF is delivering 
L emergency aid and vital 
Nft, medical supplies to the 
families that are fleeing 
• /m Kosovo in search o f 
W safety. But we must 
do more -and fast. 




i Please send a gift now - 
J whaicvcryou can spare J 
to UNICEF and help save .-j 
the lives of Kosovo's 

refugee children. \.A 




AM HT 

Avonmouth 7.59 13.0 

Cork 6.18 4.4 

DwoopoK 6.38 5.3 

Donor 11.52 6.4 

Dim Lapghalrc 12.25 4J 

Ri [month 6.09 5.1 

Greenock 1.21 3.1 

Harwfdt 12.43 3J 

Holyhead 11.07 5.5 

Hun (Albeit Dk) 7.07 B.3 

Kings Lynn 7.05 6.4 

Lcfth 3.19 5.3 

UMipoof 12.03 9.3 

MOTonl Hum 6.58 6.8 

Nowqoary 5.50 6.8 

Portland 7.22 1.9 

P or tsm o u th 11.57 4.4 

PmBhea 8.52 4.8 

Scarborough 4.52 5.4 

UHcfc 12.08 3.4 

Height meas u red In metres 


PM HT 
8.21 13.1 
6.32 43 
6.59 5J 
12.06 6.6 : 
>2.40 3.9 
6.30 5.1 

1.16 3.3 
12.57 3.B 
1 127 5.4 

7.13 8.6 

7.09 6.6 
3.39 5.4 

12.22 9.2 

7.17 6.8 
6.08 6.8 
7.55 1.8 

12.19 4.5 

9.10 4.8 

5.01 5.6 

12J1 3.3 
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FORECAST 

General s fc uad on i Southern parts of England and Wales will start wtrti outbreaks 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


up from the south. Northern Ireland will also have rain and It win be breezy, After a 
dry and sunny start cloud wfU build across Scotland wlch rain spreading north later. 


London, SC A Cent S England, B Anglia, Midlands: Starting mainly cloudy with 
patchy rain. Want) sunshine breaking through this afternoon. A Tight south-easterly 
wind. Max temp 16-1 SC (61-64F). 


Channel Is, 5W England. S Wales: Warm sunny spells developing after a damp 
morning, but mist and fog may linger along the coast. A fresh south - easterly 


^Please make your cheque postal order payable to UNICEF 
!3 £25 □ £50 □ £75 □ £100 1 prefer to pm: £ L ! 

I Or pkw mr S« net Dcln MoswiCml Visa Araa/DinetsClufe CAF card 

i ! i I i i LOnJULiilDte 


morning, out mist and fog may linger along the coast. A fresh south - easterly 
wind. Max temp 14-ICC [57-GIF). 

N Miles, NW Eng l an d, Lake DIm, Este of Mam Clouding ewer bringing out- 
breaks of ram this afternoon. A moderate south-easterly wind. Max temp 13-16C 
(55-61 FI- 

Cent N, E ft NE England: Sunny spells then cloudier with some rain on the hills. 
A moderate south to southeasterly wind. Max temp 13-16C (55-61 F], 

ME ft SE Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, N Isles: Mainly dry and bright at 
first, but ran spreading northwards this afternoon, heaviest In the north. A moder- 
ate south to south-easterly wind. Max temp 10*1 3C (50-55F). 

*** * S* Scotland, Glasgow, W Isles: Soon becoming cloudy with rain break- 
ing out, some of it rather heavy over coasts and hills. A moderate south-easterly 
wind. Max temp 9-12C (4B-54F). 7 

M Ireland: Gaudy From the start wtdi widespread rain, heaviest In the west A 
freshening south-easterly wind. Max temp I1-14C {52-57FJ. 


.London 

NO, 

Moderate 

50i 

Good 

5 England 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Soot land 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


SUN 4 MOON 


San rtsns: 06.40 
San sees: 19.31 
Moon rises: 19.02 
Moon mc 06.52 
MI Moon: Today 
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Son 

Rain 

Mu 


hrs 

mm 

’C 

r 

Aberdeen 

6.1 

0.5 

13 

55 

Anglesey 

5.7 

4.8 

12 

54 

Avtemore 

4.5 

4.3 

12 

54 

Belfast 

6.1 

6.9 

13 

55 

Birmingham 

0.5 

4.6 

13 

55 

Bournemouth 

0 

2.5 

12 

54 

Bristol 

1.0 

2.3 

13 

55 

Buxton 

2J 

4.1 

12 

54 

Cardiff 

1.9 

4.3 

14 

57 

Clacton 

6.4 

0 

10 

50 

Cramer 

4.2 

0 

15 

59 

Edinburgh 

Exmouth 

5.5 

13.0 

14 

57 

1.0 

4.8 

14 

57 

Rshguard 

4.9 

4.6 

13 

55 

Folkestone 

1.9 

0.3 

1 ( 

52 

Glasgow 

7.2 

22.1 

74 

57 

Hastings 

2.5 

0 

12 

54 

Hove 

0 

0 

12 

54 

Isie-of-man 

6.6 

7.6 

1 1 

52 

isle-or-wight 

- 

1.5 

12 

54 

Jersey 

Kendal 

3.2 

4.1 

03 

11.2 

16 

13 

61 

556 

Leeds 

2.9 

2.5 

15 

59 

Lerwick 

6.0 

5.1 

11 

52 

Uttleftampton 

0.9 

0.3 

12 

54 

London 

0.7 

0.3 

15 

59 

Lowestoft 

62 

0 

12 

54 

Manchester 

2.8 

2.3 

15 

59 

Margate 

3.0 

0 

14 

57 

Murecambe 

3.5 

5.6 

14 

57 

Newcastle 

2.2 

0.3 

14 

57 

Newquay 

3.1 

5.1 

13 

55. 

Norwich 

2.7 

0 

13 

55 

Oxford 

OJ 

1.3 

14 

57 

Ross-on-Wye 

1.4 

1 J 

14 

57 

5alcombe 

- 

_ 

_ 


Scarborough 

0.7 

1.5 

13 

55 

Shrewsbury 

2.5 

3 3 

15 

59 

Southend 

. 




Southport 

- 

_ 

_ 

. 

Stornoway 

4.0 

5.3 

10 

50 

Swanage 

0.4 

0.5 

11 

52 

Tenby 

4.1 

8.6 

12 

54 

Tbrquay 

1.5 

4.3 

15 

59 

Weston-s-mare 

1.0 

2.3 

13 

55 

Weymoucti 

0.6 

1.3 

n 

52 
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THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 
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24 hours to 
Information 


6pm (GMT) Monday: 
by PA Weather-Centra 
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WEATHERLINE 


For the latest forecasts tfiaf 0891 5009 
reflowed by the tun digits fcr your area. 
Sounxi The Met. Office. Calls efurged at 
50p per min fine VAT) 


OUTLOOK 

Tomorrow will be rather warm. The south-east will be mainly sunnu. but the west 
showers and parts of the east coast will be plagued by mist and 
dntzje. On Good Ffiday some of the showers will transfer eastwards, but It will 
remain rather warm with sunny spells. 
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Please pebi ihis caiptfl, with \<mr pifUo- Appeal for iheChildrenof Kostno. 

UNICEF. Ruom INDl. FREENiST. ChdmsfordCMZ SBR. THANK TOU. ■ 
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London: A12 Green Man Roundabout 
Major roadworks on new 
Mil Ink road. Unbi 31st Docember. 
BrisW: MS J18-1S. Major Roedworlci on 
AvtxvnouSi Bridge Until 33id June 2001. 
Warwickshire^ SM 2 Between JIOTanworth 
Htulcas and J9 SuQOn CaWfiekL Roadwoite 
and contraflow. Una 23rd April. 

South Yoriuhlr*! Mi Between J34 Tinsley 
Viaduct & J34 Tinsley Viaduct 

(A6178). Sheffield. Carriageway ia reduced 
to two lanes southbound. Until 21 st 
November 2000. 

Gloucestershire: A40 La ns down FU, 


Cheltenham. Closed due lo roadworKs 
inbound. Dtarstone in place. Until Id June. 
Co-Antrim: A1 Klngsway. Dunmurray. 
Boatiworus. various lane resnfcdora. Until 
1st August 

Ddrtryehlre: A6 Between Darby Southern 
Bypass (A50) and Shardlow Road round- 
*cxtEastolAlvaston. Contraflow hr work 
on new A50. Unttisth October. 

AA Road watch: Call 0336 401 777 fcr 
che latest focal and national traffic news. 
Source: The Automobile Association. Calls 
charged at SOp per m‘m (Inc VAT). 
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Come Rain 
or Shine... 

CHINA’S WORST drought since 
the Eighties has left 19 million 
people short of drinking water 
and is affecting 8.7 million 
hectares (21.48 million acres) 
of farmland, Chinese offic ials 
said yesterday. 

China has had “scant rain- 
fall" since last September said 
the State Flood Control and 
Drought Relief Headquarters 
and with rainfall at or near 
record lows, this summer’s 
crops are now said to be seri- 
ously threatened. 
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KOSOVO: fleeing the terror 

- * Population one year ago: 2m 
* * Fled before 24 March: 250.000 

J Fled since Naco bombing: 250,000 
g Refugees within Kosovo: 160,000 
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Kumanovo^'' 
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Hceiiig to the border: (clockwise from top left) Ethnic A lba nia ns cros si n g Into Alba ni a; at the Montenegro border; in Skopje, Macedonia; stock in the mountains near Macedonia, and crossing into Morina, Albania EfM/AP/Reuiers 

Trapped in Europe’s Great Terror 


THE TALE of two Albanian 
cities, Pec and Prizren, 
cleansed with brutal efficiency 
by the Serbs, reads like die 
story of the Bosnian war 
squared. In only afew days, one 


' and destroyed, while in the 
second, the methods are slight- 
ty mare restrained but toe aims 
are equally brutaL 
%sterday the tales of horror 
grew worse as columns of flee- 
ing Albanians - more than 
15,000 strong - poured out of 
towns and cities. Survivors re- 
counted how gun-toting Serb 
forces had terrorised exhaust- 
ed refugees hiding in the hills. 
A refugee named Bardhyl • 
Kabashi "nwSwht ranw 
to the bill above Ceffine atznid- 
day yesterday shooting in the 
air mid telling everybody to ait 
face down, hands on then- 
heads. They shot over their 


beads, then forced everybody to 
stand up, raise their hands in 
the air In mfllrottip. Serbian sign 
with three fingers ... and ehawt 
'Serbia, Serbia’.'' 

He said he saw one man 
killed for refusing to ch an t , 
while three other men were 
pulled away and shot from be- 
hind. “Children screamed as 
the shooting went on.” 

Similarly horrific stories 
were related by those fleeing 
the city of Pec As they entered 
Albania, they accused Serb 
paramilitaries of conducting 
anotgyofbunungsandkilfiags. 

“There are lots of unburied 
people in Pec,” said Adem 
Basha. “The Serbs have settled 
in the best houses of Fee, which 
is now ‘ethnically cleansed’. 
Tell the world!” 

The order to leave Pec, 
whose old city was a charming 
jumble of small shops »nd cob- 


bled streets, was sudden and 
extremely violent 

1 wish I had an hour to set 
the house an fire n^yself and de- 
stroy everything n^self rather 
Qian have them do it,” said 
Adnan Begin bitterly. He was 
expelled from the city at gun- 
point and became separated 
from his family in the chaos 

Bant Bqjku recalled: “They 
came into every apartment, 

han ging on file dnnr and shout- 
ing Tfou have to leave now or 
you will be shot*.” 

The Serbs’ reaction to the 

Wafii h nmhing c ampaign was a 

little more restrained in the old 
city of Prizren, once with a 
population of 60.000 people, at 
least 85 per cent Albanian. 

“They are trying to eliminate 
everything Albanian," said Lul- 
jeta Cegu Sokoli, an architect 
expelled from her home in the 
old city, by a group of police re- 


The Exodus 

By Emma dai.v in Mnri ni t Albania 


servists. “The police came to 
our house, they had a list and 
they gave us two bourn to leave. 
They told us With Nato's first 
attack, your citizenship was 
revoked’. 

“They were very correct 
with us. I was on the list, with 
my mother and sister ... They 
took all our documents, even 
our health certificates, bank 
books, even our address book, 
every possible document” 

In Fee, the more brutal ex- 
pulsions were just as organised. 
Refugees said feat Yugoslav sol- 
diers, accompanied by police 
and armed Serb civilians, ar- 
rived at about 10am . 

“By noon we were on 
trucks,” said ^feldet Shoshi, an 
engineer who ran a pizzeria in 


the Albanian city “The whole 
town is dean now. They came 
into town, broke into apart- 
mente aixJtoakevenffiing they 
could. They were shooting in- 
side, spraying the walls with 
bullets _ They even searched 
our pockets and took all our 
money.” 

It was a bad sign that the Yu- 
goslav Army, usually deployed 
on more conventional military 
operations, was being used to 
expel civilians - a task more 
commonly left to the brutal 
special police and their para- 
military allies. 

In Pec, Serb citizens (fid not 
partake in the horror - “Our 
neighbours did not protect us, 
but they did not do anythmg to 
help,” Mr Shoshi said. “Pec is 


en^ty-all Albanians are gone/ 1 

In Prizren, the exodus has 
been on a lesser scale, with only 
a quarter of the ethnic Alban- 
ian population being ordered to 
leave, according to Ms Cegu 
Sokob’s estimate. 

“In my neighbourhood they 
didn’t order everyone to leave, 
just specific families,” said Ms 
Cegu Sokoli. “But even those 
who are not on the list are leav- 
ing a nyway, because they are 
afraid” 

As she and her husband led 
their home they saw Serb ir- 
regulars on the rampage, van- 
dalising and looting- stores. 
“They were wearing head- 
bands and most had two big 
kmvps . fikemachetes 
grenades hanging from their 
belts, along with shoulder-fired 
rockets, shotguns, the usual 
things they have. 

“In the centre, b uildings are 


not burnt, but you do see hous- 
es that are gutted by fire. 1 fear 
that this is a good chance for 
people to take revenge, so if 
there are fights between Serb 
families and Albanians, they 
may just go and burn houses 
down,” Ms Cegu Sokoli said 

“During the night they spray 
bullets at the windows of Al- 
banian houses. One night, they 
threw a hand grenade into a 
neighbour’s shelter; knowing he 
had a lot of people staying in 
his house, but luckily nobody 
was hurt.” 

Many of those who remain in 
Prizren are now frightened to 
move. “I saw at a funeral that 
only one small car was going, 
because no (me else dared to 
go,” Ms Cegu Sokoli said sadly. 
“We had Albanian friends who 
wanted to drive us to the bor- 
der but they are afraid of be- 
coming targets.” 


In both dries, the Yugoslav 
Army has gone to ground in 
civilian buildings, in an attempt 
to avoid Nato's firepower. 

“They have taken trucks 
owned by Albanians, loaded 
them with weapons and parked 
them in areas populated by Al- 
banian civilians, so Nato can’t 
hit them,” Ms Cegu Sokoli said. 

“I’ve seen tanks parked 
mostly in the bus station, near 
the graveyard, in the shoe fac- 
tory the textile factory the hos- 
pital - places where there are 
covered parking spaces.” 

In Pec, soldiers have been 
dispersed from their barracks 
and moved into Albanian busi- 
ness premises and private 
homes. 

There is even a story doing 
the rounds that the Serbs have 
been driving their tanks 
through the walls of houses to 
get their armour under cover. 


•Fatherland sees truth 
through a looking-glass 


5TANOARD LIFE BANK" 


JUST AFTER Nato’s air strikes 
on Yugoslavia began last week, 
Belgrade state television ent- 
ertained its viewers with Wag 
the Dog. It took a genius to 
show at such short notice a 
perfect copy - equally perfect- 
ly sub-titled into Serbian - of 
Hollywood’s fantasy about an 
American president who man- 
ufactures a totally artificial 
war in Albania to escape from 
^private scandal. But no longer 
TOo the people of Yugoslavia 
have to turn to Hollywood. 

Fbr to live in Belgrade just 
now is to see the Balkan war 
through a looking-glass. While 
BBC World and Sky TV show 
a war in which Kosovo Alba- 
nians suffer; Belgrade televi- 
sion portrays Nato's attacks 
as an act of international 
aggression against an inno- 
cent nation - Serbia -which is 
fighting far its fife against KLA 
“terrorism” in Kosovo. 

Instead of fleeing Albanian 
refugees, it shows bombed-out 
Serb homes in Kosovo, wound- 
ed children - Albanian and 
gppsy as well as Serb - in a 
damaged Pristina hospital, 
and a massive haul of arms 

captured from Kosovo Albania 
guerrillas by young Yugoslav 
"Skiiers, one of whom eagerly 
ptoses on his love fix* his moth- 
er in Subotica the moment a 
microphone is waved in front of 
his face. 

Even the military briefings 
are a mirror-image of Nato 
press conferences. While RAF 
officers talk to journalists in 
Brussels, Yugoslav Air Defence 
Commander General Spasqje 
Smi^asovic invited us for a 
Yugoslav armed forces mifitaiy 
assessment in Belgrade. In a 
massive room dripping with 
chandeliers and decorated with 
two gold twin-headed eagles of 
Seri5aandYUgoslavia,thegen- 
eral was even equipped with a 
^hifeprogectOTtoiBus&ateNato 
sir strikes and those countries 
involved in the “aggression” 
against Yugoslavia. A map 

showed guifiy nations coloured 

i& purple, toe innocent - and 
B&ssia, of course, is a very big 
hmocent - in white. 


THE PROPAGANDA WAR 

BY Robert FISK in Belgrade 


General Smifianovic reels 
off toe codenames of Nato jets 
involved in the air bombard- 
ment with all the panache of a 
Nato commander F-15s, F-lfis, 
F-18S. EAGD “Prowlers”, 
A-lOs, E3-Awacs, Mirages, 
Tbrnados, Harriers and B-52& 
When America’s downed F- 
117 A “Stealth” fighter-bomber 
comes up on the teg screen, the 
general is in top form. “It flew 
from New Mexico to come to 
rest on Serb territory” he says 
sarcastically. “Such a pity. If it 
had come as a friend, it would 
stiD be flying.” He insists that 


talm Pristina reported to have 
been bombed by Nato and a 
damaged maternity ward in 
winch 51 bahies were repeated^ 
rescued from incuhaiors as the 
afr attacks began. IThn at a dif- 
ferent clinic showed children, 
said to be Albanian as wefl as 
Serb, with stomach wounds. 

Third item on the national 
news here m the past 24 hours 
was a dramatic report of a 
Yugoslav fateroeption of Alban- 
ian “terrorists” carryingweap- 
qqs into Kosovo, 13 of whom had 

been kffled, the remainder hav- 
ing fled batiacross the border 


Fisk wins award for 
outstanding journalism 

ROBERT FISK, our Middle East 
correspondent:, was awarded the 
Orwell Prize for outstanding 
journalism last night. The judges of 
che award, which recognises 
contributions to the art of political 
writing, said of Fisk: "His report on 
che aftermath of the Gulf War, in 
particular its consequences for che 
children of Iraq, formed a sustained 
and impassioned humanitarian 
campaign. Moved by his powerful writing, readers of The 
• Independent sent in £100.000 for toe underfunded 
j hospitals where these children lay sick and dying”. 

David McKIttrick, our Ireland correspondent, was also 
' shortlisted for the award, which is presented annually in 
the memory of George Orwell. Fisk recently received toe 
London Press Club award for outstanding reporting. 


Yugoslavia has sustained 
“ndnimal losses" among its 
air-raid personnel -just seven 
soldiers killed and 17 wounded 
(a lower figure than the week- 
end’s) - while admitting “sev- 
ere damage to stationary 
facilities and infrastructure” 
porting $300zn C£l83m). 

While Western television 
viewers were watching ex- 
hausted Kosovo Albanian 
refilgees talking of Serb execu- 
tions and “ethnic deansing”, 
their Serb counterparts were 
seeing a badly damaged hospi- 


The film report- and the arms 
-appeared to be new; tfKy incl- 
uded a large number of anti- 
armour weapons, apparently of 
Austrian manufacture. The 
Kosovo town of Djakovica had 
been attacked by Nato forces, 
viewers were told, and dozens 
of drifian houses damaged as 
well as the town’s Catholic 
church and monastery. 

Serbs were outraged to be 
told that toe Serb village of 
Gracanica had been almost 
totally destroyed by Nato 
bombs. Other reports said flat 


KLA “terrorists” had attacked 
military positions immediate- 
ly they had been targeted by 
Nato. Clearly there have been 
Serb civilian casualties. Yes- 
terday, for example, Care Aus- 
tralia reported that nine Serb 
refugees from Krajina, cap- 
tured by Croatian tones more 
than four years ago, had been 
killed in Cacak, 85 miles from 
Belgrade, where they had 
been firing in an abandoned 
barracks attacked by Nato. 

General Smfljanovic insist- 
ed that Yugoslav air defence 
forces had shot down seven 
Nato aircraft - Nato says it has 
lost only one - and three heli- 
copters, more than 30 cruise 
missiles and three pilotless 1 
drone reconnaissance aiscraft 

Nato denies the helicopters 
although it has made no com- 
ment about lost drones or mis- 
siles destroyed by ground fire. 
The general went out of his 
way to praise his MiG-29 pilots. 
And indeed, yesterday’s issue 
of Soidfor magazine - the jour- 
nal of the Yugoslav armed 
forces - shows that Sob and 
Montenegrin pilots are praised 
as much here as Nato’s war- 
riors of toe air are on BBC 
World. Fbur MiG pilots were 
promoted by President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, and a medal of 
honour wait to two senior offi- 
cers to defending “the Fbther- 
lazxfs airspace”. 

So much to the gongs. In 
reality Yugoslavia has sfrewd- 
ly kept most of its mobile anti- 
airrraft nrissOe defences intact, 
keepng them deactivated and 
moving them around to avoid 
Nato target positioning When- 
ever air-raid alerts suggest a 
threat to MIG airfields, Yugo- 
slav jets are scrambled, either 
returning to their air bases 
after the alert or; if their air- 
fields are damaged, landing on 
the great highways that Ttto 
‘built for just such a purpose 
more than 20 years ago. 

In other words, despite all 
toe. Nato bombing, the Yug- 
oslav armed forces are tor 
from down and ouL Jnst who, 
one wonders here these days, 
is wagging the dog? 


5.75 


50 DAY NOTICE RATE 


A great big rate 
II your savings, not just 
your tax-free ISA 


The new ISA, available 
from 6 April offers you a great 
opportunity to enjoy tax-free 
savings (up to the annual BBSI 
limit). ' 

But at Standard life Bank, ■jEjE2 
you don't just get a great rate H§J| 
on your tax-free ISA. You can 
also ggt a great rate on all youi M ia i 
savings by 'pooling' all your K9BH 
accounts together? ggflgyjj 

There are 3 different types 
of BA: 

• Maxi BA - invest in stocks and 
shares, cash and life assurance** 
from a single provider 

• Mini ISA - each of these 
components from the same or 
different providers 

• TESSA only BA - to the capital 
from your maturing TESSA 
without affecting the subscription 
limit 

The Government has published 
guidelines (CAT standards) to cash iSAs. 
These are: 

• Withdrawals in 7 working 


i • Cash JSAs are free from UK incocae tax and 
capital gains tax. 

* Easy Mi - p a to money. 

• Highly competitive, tiered rates of tax-free Interest. 

• 'Pool' aH your savings accounts or “pooT wfih 
feaiHy oi Mentis to gtt an even higher rale of interest. 

* No day-to-day charges. 

» V /nthrwrer* fte pCT t of f-l 

■ AH ftt cnfww il Hifp nf tri^iKniw himHng 

■ No paperwork - fust sign. 


days or less 

•No one-off or regular charges 

• Minimum transaction size 
of £10 

•Interest rate no lower titan 296 
below base rate and to be 
increased in line with base 
rate changes within a calendar 
month. 

An BA that meets the CAT standards 
does not mean, however, that it is 
necessarily toe best Investment product 
for you, nor that it has Government 
approval 

for your cash ISA, you can choose 


■ from our ISA Direct Access 
Savings Account which meets 
toe CAT standards or our ISA 
50 Day Notice Accountt which 
- ■■ does not meet CAT standards, 

teresL but which offers even higher 
interest. of interest 

Opening your savings 
accounts is simple and, with 
Standard Life Bank you can 
even set up your BA now. 

■ ■ mm J Standard Life Investments 
will offer the stocks and shares 
component of the Standard Life Maxi 
ISA - details on request The value of 
investments and the income from them 
can go down as well as up, and cannot be 
guaranteed. 

Speak to your Financial Adviser or 
call us direct - it only takes a few 
minutes. 


0845 6033003 
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■ WAR IN THE BALKANS . 

Relief operation trundles into action 


HUMANITARIAN AID 

BY FRANCES KENNEDY in Puglia 

the European humanitarian nations and Albania with more to Bari to load more relief sup- 

supplies to be distributed by plies. Its^ter ****** 
^d^SvSterd^as 30 truck the UNHCR emergency team. Giorgio^iOiMbc^oyeci 
trailers ‘rolled off the Italian Clare Short, the Secretary of to transport further goods, 
warship Son Marco at the Al- State for International Devel- I tab's Interior Minister. 0 
hflrtfan port of Dunes. They opment, said yesterday that RoaiEus^J^^l^^ter- 
were followed by 40 buses, 5,000 the situation in Kosovo had de- dpyiedan itahmi dde^tran \ts- 
tents, 50,000 sleeping bags. 50 teriorated rapidly over the last ltmg hLdSL?.! 

toilets as weD as camp kitchens, 34 hours and it was dear sub- Zud ^f s to«ee first-hand wfaat u 
food and medical supplies. stantial further assistance was needed- Ms Jervohnoreitoat- 

Tbe United Nations High needed. UNHCR had sufficient ed that the request from the Al- 
Commissioner for Refugees supplies of tents and blankets, banian authorities was for 
said it had held an emergency she said, but they needed to be assistance to be sent there, 
meeting yesterday with aid moved very quickly to where rather than the dispatch of 
providers and bad urged them people are. refugees to Italy and other Eu- 

to direct donations to The World Food Programme ropean countries. But she 
the countries taking in the also said it had enough food but added that if it became neces- 
refugees- Albania, Macedonia needed logistical support to sary for refugees to be evacu- 
and the Yugoslav republic of get it to the people. The Prime ated they would not be left at 
Montenegro - concentrating Minister Tbny Blair announced the mercy of the criminal gangs 
on shelter; transport and med- cm Monday that Britain was who charge $1,000 to ferry mi- 
ical assistance. An |8.5m making £20m available as an grants across the Strait of 
era ami pledge had been re- initial response to the crisis. Otranto, 
coved from the United States In the space of two days, 170 There are contingency plans 

over the weekend. Italian military personnel, should the flow of refugees 

Britain has provided a trans- working with Italian and foreign prove so large that it cannot be 
port plane to airlift tents aid workers, should be able dealt with in Albania or Mace- 
blankets to Albania, UNHCR provide shelter for some 20,000 donia. At a disused runway 9 


Refugees from Kosovo waiting for bread to be distributed from an aid track in the Albanian town of Kukes yesterday 


Cook: We won’t 
fight our way in 

Westminster 


By Colin BROWN Chief Political Correspondent 

KOSOVAR ALBANIANS y ester- Democrat leader wrote to the 
day begged the Foreign Secre- Prime Minister last night call- 
tary; Robin Cook, not to allow ing on Britain and the Nato 
their people to face the ma- allies to start preparing plans 
rauding Serbs empty handed, to use ground forces. 

The Fbreign Secretary later “I believe that Nato leaders 

ruled out the possibility of Nato seriously underestimate the 
a rming the Kosovo Liberation public will in this matter. Even 
Army, but he did appear yes- if you are not prepared at pre- 
terdayon the same platform as sent to commit yourself to the 
the KLA’s external represen- use of ground troops, I beg you 
tative, Rarhyi Mahmutias. not to exdude the possibility,” 

In an emotional appeal for Mr Ashdown told Tony Blair, 
more help from Nato a former Mr Cook insisted there had 

journalist in Kosovo, Hamide been no change of policy in 
Latifi, said after meeting Mr favour of sending in troops. 
Cook: “I want to send a mes- but he appeared to leave the 
sage to British mothers and sis- possibility open. “We will cora- 
ters. I hear voices -why should mitground forces to guarantee 
my son go and fight there? a ceasefire but not to fight 
“We don’t ask British moth- their way in,” Mr Cook said, 
ers to send their sons, we are But he added that in the Gulf 

ready to fight,” she said. “We wac there was a seven week air 
are old people, we are young campaign before ground troops 
people - we have people but we were sent in. “it is not our 
have empty hands. With hands intention to put in ground 
in pockets you cannot fight mil- troops. Even ifit was, we would 
itaiy which is so sophisticated.” be doing exactly what we are 


A bit of everyone, would like a better way of saving for the future. 
From 6 April, you can have one. TTfe new National Savings cash mini 
ISA offers you a way to save that’s simple, safe and completely tax-free.-. 
It fully meets the Government’s voluntary CAT standards -no Charges, 
easy Access and fair Terms. ; ' 

You can open an -account from a s little as £10 and invest up to £3,000 
in the first tax year. The . money you save will eam 5.75% pa tax-free/ 
AER* and the taxman can’t touch, a penny of it, whatever yoUr rateoflax. 

. What's more, we guarantee that the variable rate will be at least as 
high as base rate until 5 April 2000. '■= 

Like ail National Savings products, ourfSA is 100% secure. Alt the 
more reason why it should be an*, 
essential part' of your investments. 

So, for that bit of you that wants more ■ U JI *£ I s © ti l l 

from your savings, phone for our -f'SA . C Al /TTWT/^£^ 

information pack. Or pfok up a booklet • • tSrW 
from your post office,-. 
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■A£R siand3 tor Annual Equivalent Rate. It 
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Muipovnded each tune it was credited. Where interest i« credited annually (as 15 the case with the National Savings ISA) the quoted reie 
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The US BIB long-range heavy bomber 
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new type 
of ‘smart 


weapon 


nato Weaponry 


:._Vi 


by John Davison 


TIMETABLE 


MONDAY 29 MARCH 


5.50pm: Nato fighter jets 
sure to take off from 
Aviano air base for sixth 
night in a raw. They are 
accompanied by two A- 10 
tank-busters, an Awacs 
early warning plane and a 
C-130 transport aircraft, 
6.50pm: Air raid sirens 
start to sound. Explosions 
are heard just north of 
Belgrade near chemical 
factories and army 
installations. 

10.30pm: US announces it 
is beefing up its air power 
over Yugoslavia, sending 
additional B1-B bombers, 
five EA-6B Prowler aircraft 
and also more cankers. 


TUESDAY 30 MARCH 


An Image from Serb TV showing the rams of a factory in the Serbian town of Cacak, which the Serbs say was hit by four Nato missiles AP 
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NATO DEPLOYED a new 
weapon yesterday in its fight 
against Yugoslav forces in 
Kosovo - a devastating bomb- 
ing system that can operate ac- 
curately in bad weather and 
which gives no warning to the 
forces that it Is attacking. 

Designed specifically for use 
against tanks and mobile ar- 
tillery the bomb is guided to its 
target by a Global Positioning 
Satellite (GPS) navigation sys- 
tem. Unlike the other ‘'smart” 
weapons used so for in Opera- 
tion Allied Force, in the Gulf 
War or in Operation Desert 
Fbx against Iraq, it does not 
need dear weather to work. 

The system is carried on the 
US BIB long-range heavy 
bomber, four of which were 
yesterday on their way to the 
Balkans region from bases in 
different parts of the United 
States. The system has never ' 
before been used is combat, but 
proved accurate to within lflm 
(33 feet) of a target in trials two 
years ago. 

Bad weather has dogged the 


Nato air rampnign leading to 
the abortion of hundreds of 
missions because the aircraft 
could not be sure of dropping 
their weapons accurately. The 
risk of causing civilian casual 
ties in those circumstances was 
considered too high. On Mon- 


panc pHe d, including BAP Har- 
riers’. On Friday and Saturday 

no manned mi»anng w»np rnrp - 


pleted by any allied aircraft. 
Even the much-vaunted USA- 
10 “Whrthog* anti-tank planes, 
which have been reportedin ac- 
tion over the past two days, re- 
quire good weather. 

WMe Nato spokesmen are 
upbeat about the capabilities of 
cruise missiles, whidh are also 
aimed using GPS technology 
the inability to fly so many 
manned misgimm has held up 


the campaig n and left Serbian 
tanks and artillexy in Kosovo 
free to roam and UI1 at wilL 

The experience of the RAF 
Harriers based in Italy has 
berapartkailariy frustrating. Of 
the six nights of the campaign 
so flu; they have flown on oatg 
two sorties when their laser- 
guided bombs have been 
dropped successfully. 

General Sir Charles Guthrie, 


Chief of the Defence Staff, said; 
“We are determined, and tfaepi- 
lots are absolutely determined, 
to avoid civilian casualties ifbu- 
manly possible.” 

Laser infra-red or optical 
(TV) guidance systems need a 
dear sight of the target for 
about 90 seconds to work prop- 
erty H ft is even temporarily ob- 
scured by cloud or smoke, the 
system could foil to “lock on”. 


The Paveway n laser-guided 
bombs, which are being used by 
the Harriers, in effect travel 
down a beam to the target 
from heights of 4,000 to 5,000 
metres. If the beam is broken 
at any time, there is a risk of 
dropping the bond) in the 
wrong place. “Because of the 
fear of collateral damage, toe 
pilot has got to be absolutely 
sure he can Jock on and main- 


Terrain Offers Clue as To Why jet Came Down 


So did it ‘malfunction* or 
was it shot down? The 
question of what caused a 
F-117A Nighthawk 
“Stealth* fighter to fall from 
the sky over Serbia on 
Saturday night has still to 
be conclusively answered. 

Despite the fact that the 
pilot, who should know a 
few things about what 
happened, was rescued 
within hours. Pentagon 
officials say they are still 


conducting their investi- 
gation. 

Certainly it is important 
to get the answer right. If it 
was because of a broken 
part, pilot error or a lucky 
shot from anti-aircraft 
gunners, then there is not 
too much of a problem. But 
if it meant that the stealth 
technology didn't work, 
then a lot of people are 
going to go back to a lot of 
drawing boards. 


‘It felt like a knife 
through the stomach,” was 
the reaction of one engineer 
from the aircraft's design 
programme when he heard 
the news. The US has spent 
a total of $50bn on 
developing this aircraft, the 
B-2 bomber and a new 
generation of fighters. 

Other experts said that it 
was a surprise that the 
secret had lasted so long. . 
given that the F-1 17A 


technology was developed 
In the Seventies. 

During the Gulf war the 
aircraft flew more than 
1.200 sorties without a 
single plane being damaged 
by Iraqi fire, a feat that 
even amazed air force 
chiefs. But that was over a 
fiat desert terrain, similar to 
that of the Nevada desert 
where it was designed. 

Some experts fed it 
could be the terrain of 


Yugoslavia that has made 
the difference. Flying over 
this mountainous landscape, 
where targets are easily 
concealed, it is likely the. 
planes would have to carry 
out manoeuvres which 
could seriously affect its 
“stealth* characteristics. 

Even a standard banking 
turn increases the aircraft's 
radar profile by 100 times, 
sources say. 

JOHN DAVISON 


tain lock," said Wing Cdr Ken 
Petrie, a defence analyst 

Using GPS, however; mo- 
bile targets can be picked up 
and (racked by radar in Awacs 
or other surveillance aircraft, 
even in zero visibility. The 
bombs are designed to explode 
10 to 15 metres above the 
ground, spreading the armour- 
piercing fragmentation war- 
head over a wide area. Any 
tanks, guns or armoured per- 
sonnel carriers in that range 
would be destroyed, the theo- 
ry goes. Also, as toe aircraft fly 
at 8.5km to 10km, they can at- 
tack with much less risk than 
even Harrier pilots. 

'The other advantage of fly- 
ing at those kinds of heights is 
toe enemy gets no warning. 
The first thing they know about 
it is when this armour-piercing 
metal is flying around their ears 
and in their tanks,* said Air Vice- 
Marshal Tony Mason/'This is 
not the answer to MSosovic, this 
Is not going to end the war in 24 
hours. But it does bring tremen- 
dous advantages ” 


4.30am: Aid agency Care 
Australia reports char nine 
people hove been killed by 
Nato bombs dropped an 
Yugoslav military targets. 
They say the bombs also 
damaged two of Its refugee 
centres housing women 
and children. 

5.15am: The Ministry of 
Defence dismisses Serbian 
claims that an RAF Harrier 
|et has been shoe down 
over Montenegro. 

8,30am; Russian Prime 
Minister, Yevgeny Primakov, 
arrives in Belgrade to cry to 
end the attacks. 

8.45am: MoD says six 
Harrier ground attack jets 
abandoned an overnight 
raid due to bad weather. 
12.00: Reports emerge 
that Serbian forces backed 
by armour and artillery 
have launched an attack on 
a valley in central Kosovo 
where 50,000 ethnic 
Albanian refugees are 
believed to be sheltering. 
12.30pm: Kosovo's main 
border post with Albania, 
through which refugees 
have flooded in recent 
days, reopens after being 
shut for 14 hours by 
Yugoslav guards. 

1.30pm: Reports emerge 
of Serbian forces attacking 
ethnic Albanian districts of 
Pristina. Parts of the city 
are reported to be in 
flames. 

2.00pm: Primakov- 
Milosevic talks end 
3.00 pm: Air raid sirens 
sound in Belgrade 
5.30pm: Mr Primakov 
arrives in Bonn to discuss 
Kosovo with Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroder. 
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Obstacles to ground force 
are political and physical 


Land Offensive 


By Raymond Whitaker and John Davison 
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AS THE world is confronted 
with its inability to prevent toe 
“ethnic deansing” and murder 
of thousands of Kosovo Alba- 
nians, demands for Nato to 
send in ground troops are get- 
ting louden But, leaving aside 
the constant assurances in re- 
cent weeks that Nato would 
never fight its way into Kosovo, 
any reversal of strategy is Ulce- 
ly to encounter huge physical 
and political obstacles. 

Critics of the present strat- 
egy of attacking Serbia only 
from toe air argue that soon 
there will not be a single Al- 
banian left alive in the province, 
and that the 12, 000-strong Nato 
troops in Macedonia, sent as 
the advance party of a peace- 
keeping force, should move 
into Kosovo immediately But 
military strategists say if they 
had to fight their way in. it 
would take a heavily armoured 
force many times bigger 

"There are believed to be 
about 40,000 Ser bi a n troops in 
Kosovo, to say nothing of pos- 
sible reinforcements not for 
away” said Pbillip Mitchell, 



Yugoslav army troops resting by their tank in the Dremca area of Kosovo 
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.International Institute for 
Strategic Studies <HSS). “The 
rule of thumb is that an invad- 
ing force should outnumber 
the defenders by three to one. 
Even if Nato took toe decision 
to assemble such a force today 
I estimate ft couldn’t be done in 
less than four to six weeks.” 

ft might theoretically be pos- 
sible to fly 100,000 troops into 

toe region, but it would be sui- 
cidal for them to go into Koso- 
vo Without the fond of heavy 
weaponry that in practical 
terms can be transported onjy 


Britain currently has a re- 
I inforced armoured battle group 
and headquarters of 4,800 
troops from 4th Armoured 
Brigade in M acedonia. If the 
peace talks in France had suc- 
ceeded, a second battle group 
would have bear added, bring- 
ing toe British contribution up 


to 8,000. fbfly deployed, they 
would have had 30 Challenger 
tanks , 40 Warrior fighting ve- 
hicles and 12 AS-90 155mm 
Heavy setf-propeQed guns. This 
was planned to be toe largest 
contingent in toe 28,000-strong 
Nato peace-keeping force 
under British command. 

Even to assemble a force of 
that size would take another 
two weeks, however The re- 
maining battle group is on 72- 
hour stand-by in Germany, but 
it would take at Least lO days to 
transport its heavy equipment 
by sea to toe region through 

Q^ggce. 

Contrast this with Britain’s 
contribution to toe allied force 
that fought in the Gulf eight 

years ago. At its peak, it had a 

reinfor ced division in the field, 
consisting of 40,000 troops, 
some 200 battle tanks, over SO 
artillery pieces and at least 18 
attack heficoptersu “Just to get 
their basic equipment there 
took three orfour weeks,” said 
Mr Mitchell Even tom, Britain 


equipment from almost every 

cornerrftoe ruflitaiy: wto toe 


cuts the armed forces have 
undergone since then, ft would 
be impassable to muster a force 
of that size today. 

Assen&Img an armoured &- 
vfeion strong enough to fight the 
Serbs would inevitably require 
the US to take the lead - un- 
likely, given toe degree of 
opposition In Congress. Mace- 
donia .and Greece were un- 
comfortable enough hosting 
the peace-keeping force of 
28,000, and would probably fece 
insurmountable political diffi- 
culties if they were asked to 
allow a much bigger invasion 
army to gather on their soil 

Then there are the logistical 
difficulties. “Port facilities were 
modi better in Saadi Arabia,” 
said Mr Mitchell “and it took 
months to getall toe pieces for 

Desert . Storm fo place. You 

would need almost as fog a 
force here, and Salonica, 
through which all toe heavy 
equipment now to Macedonia- 
was shipped, could not cope.” 

Albania would harefer fewer 
. political quahns about being the 
jumping-off point fin* an inva- 
sion fca^ but ite best pert, Dur- 


res, is even less adequate for 
the task, according to another 
IBS expert. “Nor is that toe end 
of toe mattes” said Mr Mftcbefl. 
“%uneed all-weather roads ca- 
pable of carrying heavy ar- 
mour; and Albania doesn't have 
them.” 

Even if all these difficulties 
could be overcome, there are 
few routes through the moun- 
tains that ring Kosovo. The 
main roads min flip province 
from both Macedonia and Al- 
bania run through narrow 
gorges and are punctuated fay 
tunnels and bridges. Prevent- 
ing toe Serbian forces from 
htockmg them would be a mqjar 
military operation to itself 

Mr Mitchell gave short shrift 
to toe idea of an airborne as- 
sault tm Kosovo. “It might be 
possible to drop large numbers 
of men with some fight armour 
and artillery into tire province,” 
he said, “but unless they were 
joined within two to three days 
by a mechanised, armoured 
force, they would be defence- 
less.” Not quite as defence- 
less, however; as the Albanians 
still in Kosovo. 






After dinner 


we cleaned up 


At the Royal Television Society Programme Awards, the BBC swept the board- winning no fewer 
than 18 ont of 25 awards. It’s a well deserved tribute to the many people responsible. 

In a rapidly evolving global television industry, it’s good to know that the BBC’s values, and the 
unique system that has nurtured them, continue to attract admiration and accolades. 


Award Category 

Drama Series 
Single Drama 
Children’s Drama 
Children's Entertainment 
Children’s Factual :=C 
Arts .£-• 

Presenter - 

Regional Presenter . . 

Documentary Strand 
Newcomer - Behind The ^Screen 
Documentary Series 
Single Documentary A“- 
Actor -Male J ■;.v.~Ss: 

Actor -Female . ''V ■ - s ^? 


Winners 


Jonathan Creek (BB 



^aJJ®fWall Television) 


Regional DocuHfSIitary 
Regional Programme-. 
Features -Daytime ; 
Team ^ 


eat Ralph Entertainment) 
laud) 

(BBC) 

-tafiTi of Birds (BBC) 

(B^CNorthem Ireland) 

^... : Kve Aside (Clingfilm Productions) 
BBC Education) 

L R>d™ -:-Mod|m Times (Century Films ) 

^ (WaffTo Wall Television) 

?' Thbra Hird Headsft i;. ; 

■ Waiting F or am (Slow Motion) 

Pnt To 'Ibej’I^^Brian Waddell /BBC Northern Ireland) 

A light ini/Sjg^dley (BBC Wales) 

’opical Television) 

^Gracious Me (BBC) 
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Into laptops before they’re out of nappies 
computer firms want your babies 


FILM ANTHONY 
QUINN REVIEWS 
■PLUNKETT AND 

macleane 1 

■ PLUS LAW 


THE EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT. EVERY THURSDAY 
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Glimmers of 


hope’ after 


Ulster talks 


Tony Blair walking to a helicopter at Stormont yesterday after talks to advance the peace process 


HOPES FOR real progress in the 
crucial Northern Ireland polit- 
ical tpTin; r emain ed alive last 
night after a -day of intensive 
talks involving Tony Blah; the 
Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern, and 
local parties. 

Some of those involved 
spoke of glimmers of hope and 
a sense that movement was 
possible from both the repub- 
licans and the Unionists who 
have for so many months been 
locked in the impasse over 
arms decommissioning. 

They did not, however; pre- 


Br David McKittrick 
I reland Correspondent 


Before you buy 


a palmtop computer, 


get a few quotes 


} “ the integral software has been 

extremely well designed and makes best 
use of the available screen” 


Compuk. Juyer 



“ Nicely styled in a 
graphite finish, looking like a 



66 


The Series 3mx is a fast and affordable 
addition to an already flooded market. 


If you are looking to buy tor the first time, 
keep it simple and buy this 

WhatPC? 


designer spectacle case 
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Arena 



here’s one more 


£199 




Typical 
Buy Price 


Reduced from £229.95 


mm 



A sophisticated diary and address book that can handle all 
of your addresses and appointments, with reminder 
alarms, to-do lists and world time rone information. 
Even better, it has a PC compatible word 
processor, synchronizes with a PC* and has 
the widest range of add-on software 
of any palmtop in the world. 


‘Requires PSiWin 2 - £4945 


a. co = dc 


www.psion.com 


PSION 


SERIES'? 


. AVAILABLE AT SELECTED OUTLETS OF AfiSOS, BEftRVS OF HOLBOflN, HT SHOP, GARPHONE WAR&OUSE CITY ORGANISER. COMET. CURRYS HIGH STREET AND SUPERSTORES. DIXONS. DIXONS TAX FREE HAflRODS. INDEX. 
A3HN LEWS RWINBTSHffi PC WORLD, HYMAN. SaFFBDGB, W SMITH, STAPLES, TBWPO. THE IBttL VO0APHGNE CBITfiES AND INDffBVDENT COMPUTER DEALERS PSWN AND THE 1^ LOGO A 


diet any early or easy break- 
through that might satisfy both 
constituencies, and there was 
mystery about an early- 
aftemoon report that said a set- 
tlement was on the cards. 

The sense of optimism fluc- 
tuated throughout the day, with 
some high morning hopes dim- 
ming as the afternoon wore oa 
At the same time, there was a 
growing sense that all sides 
were engaged in a serious 
search for a settlement of the 
long-running issue. 

Publicly though, republicans 
and Unionists gave no overt 
inklings of major changes in 
their positions, the former say- 
ing the IRA was not about to 
give up weapons, while the lat- 
ter maintained thatno new ex- 
ecutive would be formed if they 
did not 

One of the most upbeat as- 
sessments came from the Irish 
Fbreign Minister; David An- 
drews, who said: “Altogether 
the atmosphere is (Hie of friend- 
liness and a wish fora solution 
to this terribly, terribly difficult 
problem. We have succeeded in 
getting this far by finding solu- 
tions with which all sides can 
live. I think we have to do the 
same thing with the present im- 
passe, and we don't have very 
much time to do it" 

Mr Blair and Mr Ahem were 
heckled by loyalists as they 
made their way to the large 
helicopter parked, symbolical- 
ly, on file lawn right in front of 
Stormont 

A couple of republicans en- 
gaged in their own version of 
agitprop, meanwhile, by climb- 
ing the large statue of the 
Unionist hero Sir Edward Car- 
son, which dominates the Stor- 
mont grounds, and hoisting a 
tricolour. A furious Ian Paisley 
demanded that police take 
them away and they eventual- 
ly climbed down. 

In the afternoon, the action 
moved from Stormont to the ba- 
ronial splendour of Hillsbor- 
ough Castle in Co Down, where 


the two prime ministers held 
talks centring on the Ulster 
Unionist party leader, David 
Trimble, the Sinn Pern presi- 
dent Gerry Adams, and the 
SDLP leader, John Hume. 

A senior official at the North- 
ern Ireland Office said: “They 
are not wasting their time. 
Therefore there must be some 
movement but it remains dif- 
ficult There are glimmers of 
hope. Equally there is a lot of 
hard work to be done, but there 
are no guarantees. There is still 
a big gap to be closed.” 

In addition to the straight po- 
litical meetings, Mr Blair held 
several meetings with repre- 
sentatives of Portadown' s Gar- 
vaghy Road residents and 
leaders of the Orange Order 
who have been involved in the 
Drumcree marching stand-off 

Mr Trimble said: “Wfe are 
conscious of the historic op- 
portunities that exist here. The 
question is whether the para- 
military parties have tiie will to 
grasp this historic opportunity 
to implement this agreement in 
its entirety. 

"The choice lies with those 
who have yet to cany out their 
side of the bargain. We have 
done all we can do." 

In a symbolic visit to a reli- 
giously integrated school in 
north Belfast, Mr Blair de- 
clared: U I mil not stop or rest 
until this thing is done. Without 
trust between the parties, this 
Agreement isn't going to work, 
but I believe we can get there.'’ 

Sinn Fein’s chairman, 
Mitchel McLaughlin, said he 
was encouraged everybody 
was working collectively to 
resolve the impasse. "I have 
noticed spokespersons talking 
in terms of the ‘D* [decom- 
missioning] word as an issue 
which will be resolved by vol- 
untary action - a much more 
pragmatic and sensible 
approach - and I would hope 
that all of the parties can get 
behind that kind of common 
sense and systemic addressing 
of the problems.”- 

Anne McEIvoy. 

Review; page 3 


IN BRIEF 


Woman held in Irish murder hunt 

IRISH police were questioning a woman in Dublin last 
night about the murder of the Sunday Independent 
journalist, Veronica Guerin, in Dublin in 1996. Paul Ward, 
35, from Dublin, was convicted of Ms Guerin's murder last 
year Brian Meehan faces a murder trial later this year. 


War crimes jury undecided 


THE Old Bailey jury trying a former British Rail worker in 
the UK’s first foil war crimes trial failed to reach a verdict 
yesterday and will continue deliberations today. Anthony 
Sawonruk, 78, from Bermondsey, south-east London, has 
denied two charges of murdering Jewish women in 1942. 


£3m claim in food poisoning case 

MORE THAN 600 food poisoning victims, who are taking 
the largest group action against a major tour operator; 
have issued a High Court writ claiming up to £3m in 
damages. Sunworld has already accepted responsibility 
for the families who stayed in Majorca last yean 


Warning over urban peacocks 

PEOPLE WERE warned to beware of low-dying peacocks 
in search of a love nest Keepers at Dudley Zoo in the 
Midlands said the birds were likely to leave the zoo to 
mate on nearby streets.“It does give people a bit of a 
shock when they see one wandering down their street.” 


Vimto’s secret kept under wraps 

THE SECRET recipe for Vim to, one of Britain’s best-loved 
drinks, was on the move yesterday under police guard to 
new premises near Wigan, Greater Manchester. 


Anne mcelvoy 

The Prime Minister will 
have Belfast and Belgrade 
stamped on his heart 
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HURDLES TO 


OVERCOME 


r 2 


ONE REASON Tony Blair 
and almost everyone is 
anxious to resolve Che 
issues of arms 

decommissioning and 
forming a new executive 
in the course of this week 
is that Northern Ireland 
faces a daunting timetable 
over the next few months. 

■ The Orange marching 
season starts at Easter 
and builds to a climax in 
early July. For the last 
four years it has produced 
serious confrontations at 
Drumcree near 
Portadown. Co Armagh. 
Although last year s 
protest at the decision of 
the authorities to ban the 
march petered out after , 
three young boys were 
killed in a loyalist petrol- 
bomb attack, the 
Portadown Orange lodge 
appears determined to 
get through this year. 
Sporadic 
protests have 
continued 
and Cathoiic- 
Protestant 
relations in 
the area have 
reached 
levels of bitterness 
unusual even by Northern 
Ireland standards. 

Efforts to defuse the 
tension received a severe 
setback with this month's 
assassination of Rosemary 
Nelson (above), the local 
Catholic solicitor killed by 
a loyalist car bomb. 

The Orange Order cannot 
be confident of the same 
widespread support as 
last year if it mounts 
protests again this year, 
but the depth of local 
feeling is such that 
Drumcree is almost 
certain to become a 
flashpoint yet again. 

■ A major political test is 
also looming in the 
European elections in 
June. The Rev Ian Paisley, 
leader of the Democratic 
Unionists, traditionally 
tops the poll in these, 
with John 
Hume, of the 
SDLP, second 
and a 

representative 
of the Ulster 
Unionists 
taking the 
third seat. 

The Ulster Unionist leader 
David Trimble (above) has 
a two-fold problem. Mr 
Paisley (below) is intent 
on turning the contest 
into a second referendum 
on the Good Friday 
Agreement while the 
Ulster Unionist candidate, 
Jim Nicholson, could be 
weakened by his recent 
admission of an extra- 
marital affair. If the fide 
of Unionist opinion Hows 
against the Agreement, 
and if the conservative 
electorate punishes Mr 
Nicholson, Mr Paisley 
could surge ahead. 

Later in the summer, 
the former Hong Kong 
governor Chris Patten is 
due to deliver 
a far-reaching 




report on the 
future of 
policing in 
Northern 
Ireland. 

Whatever the 
report contains it wit! 
become- the Focus of a 
fierce debate, with 
Unionists attempting to 
protect the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary while 
nationalists seek 
fundamental changes. 

The policing issue, always 
a sensitive one. has been 
made thornier still by the 
death of Mrs Nelson and 
the revelation that RUC 
officers appeared to be 
dismissive and obstructive 
during an earlier 

investigation of her 
complaints chat she had 
been threatened by police. 
In sum this timetable 
suggests that whether or 
not a breakthrough is 
made this week the 
summer will once again 
be a potentially 
combustible season in 
Northern Ireland. 


David McKittrick 
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trial not 
.fair, says 
expert 


ONE OF the child psychiatrists 
who gave evidence in the 
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' out in support of this month's 

European ruling that the kfllCTS 

wane not given a fair trial 
Dr Eileen Vizard, a consul- 
tant chM psychiatrist who eval- 
uated Robot Thompson, one of 
the children convicted, said 
the atmosphere at their trial 

was so intimida ting that it pre- 
vented the children from being 
j^ahle to understand what was 
^happening or to participate in 
the trial effectively. 

She said a charge of 
manshmgh terwould have prob- 
abiy been more suitable 
Speaking about the Bulger 
case, at a conference on vio- 
lence last week, she said; “It is 
obvious that very young chil- 
dren couldn't feel in anyway at 
ease. It was extremely intimi- 
dating and one really would 
have to question the true ca- 
parity of cbSdnen in that context 
to {dead then: case, to instruct 
their solidtors and to really un- 
derstand what the implications 
of the trial were.” 

Earlier this month, the Eu- 
ropean Commission of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg, said that 
- theprocednres used to convict 
^jr Jon Venables and Robert 
Thompson were a violation of 
their rights. Venables and 
Thompson, aged 10 when they 
killed two-year-old James Bul- 
ger in 1993, were tried in an 
adult court and then detained 
at Her Majesty's pleasure. 

The commission said that 
the trial of the two boys at Pre- 
ston Crown Court placed them 
in a “highly charged atmos- 


by Cherry Norton 
S ocial Affairs Correspondent 

phere”. it rejected claims that 
the court case amounted to 
“inhuman and degrading treat- 
ment”, but agreed that they had 
been prevented from partic- 
ipating effectively, a violation of 
Article Six of the European 
Convention on Human Rights 

Dr Vizard said her assess- 
ment report on Thompson was 
not used in the trial because it 
was deemed to be “unhelpful”. 

“In practical terms the ques- 
tions which I was asked in re- 
lation to the Bulger case were 
extremely constrained and 
didn’t allow for any develop- 
ment of the psychiatric evi- 
dence. They were very tightly 
focused questions around the 
defendants 1 * capacity to under- 
stand that the events were se- 
riously wrong," she said. 

The commission rating , 
which has been referred to the 
European Court of Human 
Righto, could force Britain to 
change the way young chil- 
dren are tried for serious 
crimes. Normally chil dren 
below the age of 18 are tried in 
a youth court If the trials are 
for murder; manslaughter or 

other offences carrying sen- 
tences of more than 14 years, 
the child is tried in Crown 
Court if older than . 10. 

RexMakm,thesob'ritorwho 
acted for James’s father said 
that the re-evaluation of the 
case was “dreadful” for the 
Bulger family. “It is difficult for 
them to understand all the nu- 
ances of the case and why it is 
all coming out again," he said. 


Mugged tourist dies 
after fall from bus 


? vV 


■?‘ L - - 



A TOURIST who was mugged 
*two hours after arriving in 
^Britain died yesterday from in- 
juries she suffered during 
the attack. 

The 49-year-old Swedish 
woman was dragged by her 
handbag from a double-decker 
bus in central London on Sat- 
urday afternoon. The woman, 
who was on holiday with her 13- 
yearoid son and former hus- 
band, banged her head as she fiefl 
to the pavement The family 


By Jason Bennetto 
C rime Correspondent 


were about to aB^atfron the bus 
in Kensington Gore, near the Al- 
bert Hall, when the attacker 
grabbed the woman’s handbag, 
which she was carrying 

strapped across her body As he 
jumped frcm the moving bis, toe 
woman fell to the road, striking 
her head. The attacker escaped 
in a black cab. Police have start- 
ed a murder inquiry 
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UmbM of the BntHti 


Stars recall little Em’s big contribution 



Mourners at the fimeral of Ernie Wise yesterday reflected cm his comic genius 


JohjiLcaorence 


ERNIE WISE, the underrated 
straight man in Britain’s most 
famous comedy double act, fi- 
nally gainmi centre stage 
yesterday. 

Celebrities turned out at a 
crematorium in Slough, Berk- 
shire, to pay tribute to “Little 
Em”, who was famous for being 
the “short, fat, hairy legs” - and 
not a lot else - of Morecambe 
and Wise. The comedian died 
earlier this month aged 73, 
after a heart operation. 

But yesterday the son of a 
railway porter who started in 
showbuslness at 13 as a dog 
dancer was lauded for his own 
comic genius. There had been 
too much concentration on Eric 
Morecambe’s contribution, said 
the former Channel 4 chief ex- 
ecutive Michael Grade, deliv- 
ering the ftmeral oration. 

“Let us be dear. They were 
equal partners in the comic ge- 
nius department” he said. 

Together; he said, they cre- 
ated a “comic chemistry that 
can only be explained as a di- 
vine process". Each was vital to 
the other “Morecambe without 
Wise? It’s unthinkable. Like 
trying to create a table without 
l^gs, short, fat hairy or not.” 

Angela Rippon, the former 


By Jack O’Sulljvan 

newsreader who became a star 
after dancing on a Morecambe 
and Wise Christmas show; said: 
“Ernie was such a very gener- 
ous, kind man. You have to be 
generous to be a straight man 
to a comedian like Eric More- 
cambe, who always gets the 
laughs." 

Also among the mourners 
were Rolf Harris, Wendy Craig 
and the comedian Tom O’Con- 
nor. The television presenter 
Michael Barratt said: “My one 
regret is that I did not appear 
on the show. It was the ultimate 
accolade in Britain at the time.” 

The tone of thefonoalwasof 
a passing era. Even the auto- 
graph hunters were m their 70s. 
Teddy Johnson, runner-up with 
FBari Carr in the 1989 Euroristan 
Song Contest, sang Ernie Wise's 
favourite song - Henry Mand- 
nf s “Shadow of Ybur Smile” 

Joan Morecambe, Eric's 
widow stood alongside Doreen, 
Ernie’s widow, reading mes- 
sages on the floral tributes. 
“Eric and Ernie formed one of 
the most perfect friendships,” 
said Mrs Morecambe. “I don't 
think there will be a double act 
film them again." 
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Even our radio antennae are designed to reduce wind resistance. Passat. German for detail 
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Quavering swansong of an ancient and doomed species 


TORY MPs had fun yesterday with 
Jack Cunningham’s statement on 
Modernising Government, yock- 
ing with increasingly noisy con- 
tempt as the Minister for the 
Cabinet Office doggedly worked 
his way through his speech - one 
of those bullet-pointed mission 
statements that should ideally be 
presented with the help of a flip- 
chart and an Innovations cata- 
logue laser pointer. 

They hooted at his promise to 
create government that was 
“joined-up and responsive", giggled 
at the phrases “one-stop-shop" and 
“common-life-episodes” (the lat- 
ter presumably being consultant- 


speak for Births, Marriages and 
Deaths) and spluttered at the idea 
of civil servants attending “Learn- 
ing Labs". But the biggest ironic 
cheer was reserved for Mr Cun- 
ningham’s pledge te develop gov- 
ernment for the information age. 

This did contain one substantive 
promise: by 2008 , 100 per cent of 
dealings with government will be 
capable of electronic delivery. 

By chance, this answered a 
question asked on Monday in the 
House of Lords: Lord Lucas, a 
young hereditary making a last bid 
for modernity with a question about 
e-mail. The more significant debate 
about modernisation that followed 


lasted well into the early hours. %s- 
terday it was taken up again, 180 
peers queuing to make their swan 
song - or; alternatively, to put the 
case for culling the swans. 

One feels that some embattled 
hereditaries may not have caught 
up with e-man yet, still struggling 
as they are to digest the enormities 
of universal suffrage. Lord Ingle- 
wood, speaking against the Gov- 
ernment, was prepared to define his 
Conservatism yesterday as a pref- 
erence for “evolutionary rather 
than revolutionary change”. This 
may put him at odds with more tra- 
ditional-minded colleagues, who 
probably take the view that evolu- 


THE SKETCH 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


tion itself was recMessly precipitous 
in its methods. You can imagine 
them solemnly convened up a tree. 


contemplating the possibility of bi- 
pedaKsm. “Wfe have been urged to 
surrender our pr eh ensile tails," 
says one ancient silver-back, "but 
what is to replace them? We have 
not been told!" His fellows then 
break off from mutual grooming to 
mutter that swinging from branch 
to branch had served the commu- 
nity well for hundreds of years, so 
why change now? 

If we are to believe the general- 
ity of speeches in the House, the 


duty. The attribution of merit is un- 
doubtedly deserved in some cases 
(though I would have thought that 

foe afiocation of 92 spaces will com- 


fortably accommodate the cr&mede 
la crime with a few seats left over 
for the semi-skimmed). But not 
many speakers mention that the 
sense of service was accompanied 
by a comfortable living and a hefty 
wedge of unaccountable powec And 

when they do, it is only because they 

wish to dan" it as just one more 
asset Because the hereditaries 
“have no ladder to climb ", they 
can’t be compromised; because 
they owe their position to no party 
they can speak free of inhibition. 

This isn't by any means the most 

perverse defence of their privi- 
lege. Lord Malmesbury, a man so 
venerable that you wouldn't dare to 


nudge him in case he dismtegrat. 
ed, quavered: “It would be difficult 
for a nominated Houseto produce 
the youth we get here. 

Such speeches were best an- 
swered bv Lord Shore of Stepney 


- that of protecting an effective sec- 
ond chaml^- would be best served 

by their departure, since the Com- 
mons would no longer be able to dis- 
miss its contradictions as the bray 
of embedded privilege. If duty and 
sacrifice is theirprime moves they 
should be consoled. They haw one 
last service to perform by felling on 
their swords with dignity. 


Peers angry as 
Irvine warns 
against delay 


PROSPECTS OF any consensus 
over House of Lords reform di- 
minished last night as peers 
grew more hostile to the Gov- 
ernment’s plans to scrap the 
voting rights of hereditaries. 

Their anger was fuelled after 
the Lord Chancellor gave the 
bluntest warningso for that any 
attempts to alter or delay the 
House of Lords Bill would 
breach the deal to retain 91 
hereditaries in the interim pe- 
riod of reform. 

Opening the last day on the 
Bill’s second reading, Lord 
Irvine of Lairg said the so- 
called “WeatheriU" compro- 
mise would allow the rest “to 
depart with dignity”. 

But he stressed ministers 
would not agree on a greater 
number of hereditaries staying, 
and would not hesitate to invoke 
the Parliament Ad, allowing the 
Commons to override the 
peers, to carry out its plans. 

“Changes will not be ac- 
cepted either here, or in the 
Commons," said the Lord 
Chancellor. "Nor will the Gov- 
ernment tolerate any material 
disruption of its legislative pro- 
gramme, through exchanges of 


LOHPS’ REFORM 

BY SAJRAH SCHAEFER 
Political Reporter 

messages between both Hous- 
es signifying co ntinuing dis- 
agreement, or by any other 
means, when it has a manifesto 
commitment so dear and firm, 
and so strong a popular en- 
dorsement for its manifesto." 

But peers made their inten- 
tion to delay the Bill clear, 
when Lord Pearson of Ran- 
noch, a Tbiy life peer; dismissed 
the Lord Chancellor’s com- 
ments as “threatening and 
unpleasant". 

Referring to peers’ consti- 
tutional convention not to 
wreck legislation set out in the 
governing party’s manifesto, 
he said: “I do not believe that 
the Salisbury Convention was 
designed to facilitate the de- 
struction of this House." 

S imilar ly, Lord Kmgsland, 
speaking for the Tbries, said 
they reserved the right to 
amend and vote against ffie Bill: 
“We will courageously vote for 
what we believe are the correct 
amendments to this Bill and, if 
need be, oppose it altogether:*' 


Lord WeatheriH insis ted his 
compromise was “a genuine at- 
tempt to balance the principle 
and right of the Government to 
carry out its manifesto com- 
mitment and the rights equal- 
ly of the Opposition parties". 

Lord Callaghan of Cardiff, 
the former Labour prime min- 
ister; insisted: T cannot see, try- 
ing to work through the 
programme, that we can intro- 
duce a reform measure until 
after the general election." 

Viscount Cranbome, the for- 
mer Tbry leader in the Lords 
and one of the architects of the 
deal, warned the Lord Chan- 
cellor “The WeatheriU amend- 
ment is a least bad option. But 
I have to say to the Lord Chan- 
cellor that by his attempt to 
bushwhack: the House this af- 
ternoon, he has not made our 
taskany easier” 

Peers were poised to defeat 
the Government in the early 
hours on a symbolic amend- 
ment by Lord Cobbold, a cross- 
bencher; that criticises the 
Government for removing 
hereditaries before revealing its 
plans for a future make-up of 
the upper House. 



A member of the Disability Benefits Consortium protesting at Westminster yesterday against possible cuts in payments Andrew Bmirman 

Disabled ‘betrayed’ by proposed benefit cuts 


FRANK FIELD, the former So- 
cial Security minister; launched 
his most vigorous attack to 
date on the Government’s wel- 
fare plans whenhe claimed yes- 
terday that £750m of benefit 
cuts would betray the disabled. 

Mr Field spoke out after dis- 


WELFARE 

by Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 

abled rights campaigners held 
a mass lobby of Parliament in 
protest at the Welfare Reform 
and Pension Bill currently pass- 


ing through the House of Com- 
mons. The Disability Benefits 
Consortium, an umbrella group 
of more than 258 disabled 
groups, said that the Bill would 
remove crudal financial support 
from some of the most vulner- 
able in society. 


The proposals include the 
abolition of the*Severe Dis- 
ablement Allowance. 

Mr Field was joined by Lord 
Ashley of Stoke (Lab), chair- 
man of the All-Party Parlia- 
mentary Disablement Group, 
and backbench MPs, including 


Dr Lynne Jones (Lab, Birm- 
ingham Selley Oak). “The cuts 
break the specific promise to 
disabled people that any social 
security savings would come 
from helping them to find 
work and not from cutting 
entitlement," Mr Field said. 
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‘Extreme concern’ over 
transport links to Dome 


SENIOR MEMBERS of Parlia- 
ment registered fresh anxi- 
eties yesterday about transport 
links to the £758m Millennium 
Dome and expressed concern 
over the building’s future after 
the celebrations. 

The House of Commons Cul- 
ture Committee said that it 
was “extremely concerned" at 
London Transport's apparent- 
ly casual attitude to contin- 
gency planning. The Tube route 
to the Dome is due to be com- 
pleted in three phases with the 
final link open by 31 October 

While a report by the com- 
mittee welcomed the introduo- 


CULTURE 

By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 

turn of new management of the 
construction of the London Un- 
derground Jubilee Line exten- 
sion, there was still a “large 
question mark" over its com- 
pletion date. 

“The Dome can be viewed as 
a journey into the future and we 
do not believe that a Heath 
Robinson journey across Lon- 
don represents an appropriate 
start to the day” the report said. 

Under the chairmanship of 
Gerald Kaufman ME* the com- 


mittee also registered its dis- 
agreement over a plan for 
short-term car parking at the 
site, saying that the attraction 
should be “car-free”. 

The report into the Dome 
said that its opening celebration 
should remind people that the 
millennium was a Christian 
anniversary, but should not ex- 
clude devotees of other faiths 
or those of none. 

Church leaders have indi- 
cated that the opening cere- 
mony will be boycotted if the 
Archbishop of Canterbury is not 
allowed to usher in the new 
millennium with a prayer 


The Rev Stephen Lynas, an 
Anglican minister and millen- 
nium spokesman for the UK's 
main churches, said that the 
committee’s report was 
“vague” about the position of 
Christianity in the celebrations. 

But the churches were sat- 
isfied with the Government's 
position chi the issue, which pre- 
sumably would take prece- 
dence over the deliberations of 
a select committee, he said. 

The report criticised the New 
Mill ennium Experience Com- 
pany for faffing to say how tick- 
ets for the Dome would be 
made available to the public. 


Cannabis ‘no longer rebellious’ 


THE USE of cannabis is so 
commonplace among British 
schoolchildren that it is no 
longer regarded as an act of re- 
bellion, the drugs tsar Keith 
Hellawell admitted yesterday. 

Addressing the Home Af- 
fairs Select Committee. Mr 
Hellawell said many children 
did not even associate smoking 
cannabis with drug-taking. 

“It’s almost as if it has be- 
come marginalised." he said 
“Everybody does it You are not 

War on hooligans 

SIMON BURNS, the Tory MP 
for Chelmsford West, 
published his Football 
(Offences and Disorder) Bill 
to close legal loopholes on 
racist and indecent chanting 
and ticket-touting, and to 
strengthen powers to deal 
with football hooligans, 
especially at overseas 
international matches. Mr 
Burns said he had worked 
closely with ministers in 
drafting the Bill 

Today’s agenda 

Commons, 9 .3 Oam: Back- 
bench debates on secondary 
education in Plympton; A500 
scheme, Stoke-on-Trent; 
Chelmsford Prison. 

3pm: Welsh Questions; 


DRUGS 

by ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

actually beating the system 
and being a rebel or radical if 
you are taking the substance." 

In a frank exchange with 
MPs, Mr HeQaweU, the UK’s 
anti-drugs co-ordinator, ad- 
mitted that the Government’s 
strategy for fighting drugs was 
unlikely to show any signs of 
success within three years. 


The house 


Prime Minis ter's Questions; 
Employment Relations Bill; 
debate on prescription 
charges for cystic fibrosis 
sufferers. 

Lords, 2.30pm: Debates on 
car theft and role of design. 
Parliament rises today for 
the Easter break. The Lords 
returns on Monday, 12 April 
and the Commons on 
Tuesday, 13 April 


He said no community was 
safe from the growing problem 
of heroin use and some young- 
sters were taking it as their first 
illegal drug. Although many 
new heroin users have been in- 
troduced to the smokable form 
of the drug, some young users 
were now choosing to inject 
heroin to satisfy their increas- 
ing craving. Mr Hellawell said. 

The drug tsar promised MPs 
that more of the £1.4bn spent 
annually on - fighting drugs 

Iraq attack 

the cost to date of the 
bombs dropped on Iraq by 
British forces in Operation 
Desert Fox and subsequent 
actions was £4m, Secretary 
of State for Defence, George 
Robertson, disclosed. 

Safety push 

THE GOVERNMENT is 
planning to “inject a new 
impetus” into the health 
and safety agenda to mark 
the 25th anniversary of the 
Health and Safety at Work 
Act Deputy Prime Minister; 
John Prescott announced. 

Lottery income 

THE TOTAL income from the 
National Lottery for good 


would be allocated to education, 
which receives only 3 per cent 
of the budget 

Mr Hellawell said ground 
had been lost by the reluc- 
tance of schools to take on 
board anti-drug messages. He 
said: “Up to four or five years 
ago it was taboo in schools to 
talk about drugs. It was out- 
lawed by parents who said, Tf 
thpy are talking about dr ug s in 
school it’s a druggy school and 
I will take my kids away 1 ." 

Questions 

AND 

Answers 

causes reached its highest 
level so far in 1998 with 
£1.95bn The original amount 
in the National Lottery's 
first full year in 1995 was 

£l-34bn. 

Freud squad 

MINISTERS ARE 
considering measures that 
will make the registration of 
people offering 
psychological counselling a 
statutory requirement, the 
Health minister John 
Denham indicated. 
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Pinochet 
could be 
tried in 
Britain 


THE SPANISH judge seeking to 
extradite Augusto Pinochet to 
Spain has said he will co- 
operate in seeing the former 
: Chilean cfictator tried in Britain, 
should Jack Straw; the For- 
eign Secretary, decide not to 
grant his extradition request 

After last week’s decision by 
the law lords to reduce great- 
ly the number of charges 
against the general. Judge Bal- 
tasar Garzon has insisted, in 
documents sent to the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS), he 
stxH wants General Pinochet, 83, 
to be tried in Spain. 

But he grants British legal 
authorities access to aE the doc- 
uments in the case “so they can 
proceed in. England against 
Senator Pinochet if the extra- 
dition process is discontinued”. 

■ Judge Garzon’s gesture 
came in response to a request 
made on Friday by the CPS for 
permission to allow British po- 
See. to go through all the evi- 
dence submitted from Spain. 
He said that if extradition was 
blocked he “would have no 
legal objection to the case being 
prosecuted in England, if Eng- 
lish laws permit”. 

, Judge Garzan drastically re- 
worked his case against Gen- 
eral Pinochet after the law 
lords decided last Wednesday 
to throw out most of the 
charges. By a 6-1 majority they 
called for the general’s case to 
be reconsidered as they cut the 
number of h uman rights 
charges upon which he could be 
extradited. 

The judge has submitted de- 
tails of 40 cases of torture and 
death that occurred after the 
29 September 1989 watershed 
- the date Britain recognised 


By Elizabeth Nash 
in Madrid 

torture as a universal crime - 
and before General Pinochet 
stood down in 1990. 

To the eight cases contained 
in the original indictment. 
Judge Garzon has added 32 
new ones to support the 
charges of torture and con- 
spiracy to torture. Among them 
are those of Manuel na imioc 
who had electrodes placed 
against his temple and against 
a testicle during interrogation; 
and of Pablo Apab laza, who 
was illegally detained and blind- 
folded, and had an empty pis- 
tol fired three times against his 
bead, and electric current ap- 
plied to his genitals. 

In adtfition, Judge Garzon 
has reminded British prosecu- 
tors of 1,198 forced disappear- 
ances that remain unresolved; 
“a permanent, live crime” that 
qualifies as torture under the 
1992 UN Declaration on the 
Protection of Disappeared Per- 
sons. Lawyers dose to Judge 
Garzon emphasise that the re- 
duced number of charg es im- 
posed by the law lords in no way 
lessens the force of the case 
agains t t he 

Mr Straw has until 15 April 
to rule on whether extradition 
should proceed. Even if he de- 
rides to go no further; most 
Spaniards believe that Gener- 
al Pinochet’s reputation lies in 
rains and that no dictator ran 
now escape justice. Judge Gar- 
zon, they fed, has already won. 

General Pinochet himself 
remains under house arrest in 
Surrey, with his legal team 
claiming thathe is condemned 
to a “custodial limb o”. 
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John Betjeman, who wrote a paean to Speedwell Cavern, and Matlock Bath's ‘limestone breakers’, which are under increasing threat from quarrying Kiran Ridley 

Betjeman’s ‘pleasant acres’ in danger 


“HOW LONG before the pleas- 
ant acres... are rolled across 
by limestone breakers’', asked 
John Betjeman in his poem 
Matlock Baih. 

Sadly tiie answer is now. 
Vast areas trf countryside are 
being scarred fay the quarrying 
industry - mclnitmg the Der- 
byshire moorland thaiinspired 
the late Poet Laureate. A re- 
port today from the Council for 
the Protection of Rural Eng- 
land (CPRE) urges the Gov- 
ernment to protect landscapes 
made famous by writers such 
as Betjeman and Geoffrey 
Chaucer. 

Betjeman was a trifle late on 
the scene when he penned his 
immortal words on Matlock 
Ra th. People have been quar- 
rying in the area sinc e Roman 
times - but the arithmetic of 


By Linus Gregoriapis 

the current operations would 
horrify the poet 

Fleets of eight-wheeler lor- 
ries thunder through the area, 
carrying hundreds of thou- 
sands of tons of gritstone. This 
yeai; six to seven million tons 
of limestone will be quarried 
from the nearby Peak District 
National Park. 

But John Anfield, the park’s 
head of planning, took excep- 
tion to one local's description 
of beautiful landscapes being 
turned into eerie moonscapes. 

“Quarrying is a continuing 
challenge to efforts to con- 
serve the park's beauty and we 
takft a robust approach to any 
new applications,” Mr Anfield 
said “Every effort is made to 
stop quarrying creating eye- 


sores, with careful landscaping 
and tree-planting. 

“The industry is a big local 
employer but we have to re- 
member what the park is all 
about Keeping the balance is 
a great challenge," he added. 
Emil y Richmond of the 

From Mattock Bath 

by John Betjeman 

How long before Che 
pleasant acres 
Of intersecting Lovers' 

Walks 

Are .rolled across by 
limestone breakers. 

Whole woodlands snapp’d 
like cabbage stalks? 

O God, our help in ages 
past. 

How long will Speedwell 
Cavern last? 


council said yesterday: “Moor- 
land which John Betjeman 
wrote about in his poem Mat- 
tock Bath is now being quar- 
ried for limestone in the Peak 
National Ruk. In Kent, the rag- 
stone which forms a band to 
the north of the Pilgrims' Way, 


IF YOU’RE. IN A 
- KEEf 


HI 


featured in Chaucer's Can- 
terbury Tales, is under threat 
from quarrying. As you visit 
areas of south-west England or 
northern England particularly, 
you can see huge swaths of 
landscape have been cut out 
This has major implications for 
our cultural history." 

The council has used parts 
of the countryside with strong 
literary associations to illus- 
trate the threat posed to the en- 
vironment by extraction of 
minerals such as sand, gravel 
and crushed rock. 

Its report. Quarry Con- 
flicts. is published at a time 
when the Government is re- 
viewing its quarrying policy. 

In addition to areas that 
have already been scarred, 
local authorities have permis- 
sion to quarry a further four 


and a half billion tons of min- 
erals. The council wants new 
laws that win lead to planning 
consent being refused where 
there is already an excessive 
supply of land to quariy. 

The Government is cur- 
rently waiting for the quarry- 
ing industry to make proposals 
on how it can minim ise harm 
caused to the countryside but 
the council believes voluntary 
measures will be insufficient 

Ms Richmond added: “Min- 
erals planning policy risks 
being stuck in a time warp as 
the Government begins to 
green up its act on transport 
and new housing. 

“We need a fresh approach 
which protects the countryside 
from damaging quarries and 
reduces the demand for build- 
ing materials” 
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Adverts that use images of human sex or cruelty to animals received the mist public complaints last year. They included ones for the soft drink Ira-Bro, Nicky Clarke shampoo, TCFtnroai s 

Bovine joke was the most reviled advert of the year 

a «».ll .U Am 




A MOURNFUL looking Jersey 
cow peers out of what has 
emerged as the most reviled 
poster advertisement of 1998. 
“When I'm a burger;” she says, 
“I want to be washed down 
with Irn-Eru.” 

According to the annual 
report of the Advertising Stan- 
dards Authority, published 
today, the bovine musings 
prompted 589 complaints - the 
most for a single poster or 
press advertisement last yean 


By Rhys Williams 

The watchdog, which polices 
non-broadcast advertisements 
in the UK, disagreed with the 
complainants, concluding that 
the majority seeing it would not 
be offended But the Irn-Bru 
cow and a press ad for TCP 
throat lozenges featuring a 
man with a tiger wrapped 
around his neck have 
prompted warnings from the 
ASA that advertisers need to 


take more care when portray- 
ing animals. “In past reports,” 
the statement said, “the ASA 
has highlighted the need for 
advertisers to be more aware 
of public sensitivities when 
portraying women. 

“But in 1998, those that 
attracted most complaints 
caused problems because of 
their portrayal of animals." 

The ASA’s identification of 
a national unease about the 
commercial exploitation of 


sundry furry animals tallies 
with concerns expressed about 
television commercials. 

The most controversial TV 
ad of last year featured a dead 
pet hamster called Kevin. His 
tragic demise was brought on 
by the breakdown of his wheel 
“Kevin grew bored and died,” 
said a voiceover, before the 
dead creature was prodded 
with a pencil. 

The film prompted 519 com- 
plaints, a level of outrage 


broadly comparable to that 
provoked by Irn-Bru. The 
Independent Television Com- 
mission ruled that it did not 
breach its code, but insisted 
that it be broadcast after the 
9pm watershed. 

The other common theme erf 
the year was public concern 
about the depiction of religion 
and related symbols. The Sun- 
day Times provoked 142 com- 
plaints with a poster designed 
to promote a series cm the pho- 


tographer Terry O'Neill. The 
ASA agreed that the image of 
a bea r skin bikini-clad female 
modd on the cross was “taste- 
less, provocative and blasphe- 
mous to Christians”. 

The authority also took a 
similar ly dim view of a Diesel 
jeans magazine and poster 
advertisement that featured 
four young women dressed as 
nuns from the waist up, wear- 
ing jeans and holding rosaries. 
Behind was the Virgin Mazy; 
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also in jeans. “Pure virginal 100 
per cent cotton,” read the copy 
“The finest denim clothing. 
This is our mission.” 

Other ads that attracted 
complaints included ones for 
Nicky Clarke shampoo and 
Radio. The shampoo com- 
mercial showed a naked 
woman perched on the shoul- 
ders of a naked man washing 
his hair in a shower and re- 
ceived 131 complaints. The 
Talk Radio poster for a Lor- 


raine Kelly show about prosti- 
tution showed a woman's 
□aked buttocks with one Cheek 
stamped with a barcode. 

Overall the number of com- 
plaints increased over the pre- 
vious year (12,217 as against 
10.676 in 1997). The ASA felt 
that this did not represent a 
general attempt on thepazt of 
advertisers to shock but 
instead reflected a high degree 
of popular concern with a 
handful of campaigns. 
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Channel 5 
criticised 
for ‘tacky’ ^ 
sex shows * a 
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THE GOVERNMENT’S televi- 
sion watchdog has taken the 
highly unusual step of describ- 
ing Channel 5 as “tacky” in its 
annual report, because of the 
broadcaster’s use of sex to at- 
tract viewers. 

ITV was also criticised for 
failing to broadcast more cur- 
rent affairs programmes and 
for having oc|y “adequate" cov- 
erage of toe Nato action in Yu- 
goslavia during prime time this 
month. 

The Independent Television 
Commission, which regulates 
commercial channels, singled 
out Channel 5’s late-night “erot- 
ic dramas" and factual shows 
for criticism in its evaluation of 
how each channel performed 
during 1998. 

Channel 5 was criticised for 
having a high number ofbreach- 
es of toe ITC programme code 
during the year and for “the 
tackiness associated with an 
increased use of low-budget 
erotic drama in toe evening 
and of various factual pro- 
grammes on spgimi themes”. 

Factual progr ammes such as 
The Real Monty, Swindon Su- 
pertaxes, Stags andHens and 
On Hie Piste were described as 
“overly voyeuristic” while the 
explicitness of Sex and Shop- 
ping was “unsuitable for broad- 
cast at any time” 

This is the second serious 
criticism of the channel this 
year The Broadcasting Stan- 
dards Conunissfon said its erot- 
ic series. Compromising 
Situations and Hotitne, raised 
significant issues about 
whether programmes that in- 


By Paul McCann 
Media Editor 

dude sex for sex’s sake should 
be allowed on free-to-air chan- 
nels in the UK 

At the time, Channel 5’s 
chief executive, David Elstein, 
called the BSC “anachronistic 
and patronising” for imposing 
its taste on the public. Howev- 
er; the ITC can fine channels or 
even take away licences. The 
BSC has few powers. 

While the ITC praised ITV 
forincreasing its ratings and in- 
troducing new programmes, a 
detailed reading of the chan- 
nel’s performance showed it 
now airs the lowest amount of 
current affairs in its history. ITV 
produced just one hour and 25 
minutes of current affairs per 
week in 1998. In 1997, the reg- 
ulator had asked ITV to in- 
crease the amount of factual 
programming it broadcasts and 
last year it doubled its 1997 out- 
put However most of the new 
programmes were so-called 
docu-soaps, or observational 
documentaries, and the FTC 
wants ITV to return to more 
thoughtful documentaries. 

■ The BBC has admitted it was 
wrong to allow a number of 
jokes about masturbation in 
the Christmas Day episode of 
Men Behaving Badly. The 
BBC admitted its m isfafep after 
the Broadcasting Standards 
Commission yesterday upheld 
complaints from 18 viewers 
about the content of the pro- 
gramme. The BBC said it mis- 
judged jhe different nature of 
the Christinas nigh t, audience. 
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Waiting list pledge 
met, says Dobson 
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A FALL in toe number of peo- 
ple waiting for NHS treatment 
in England means the Gov- 
ernment has fa lfiiipd its ple dg e 
to cut queues to below pre- 
election levels, Frank Dobson 

said yesterday. 

The Secretary of State for 
Health said toe reduction was 
a “magnificent achievement” 
and reflected toe “massive ef- 
forts" of NHS staff. 

The Conservatives, however; 

accused Mr Dobson of fiddling 
the figures. They claimed many 
peopte were row waiting longer 

for an initial hospital appoint- 


By Maxine Frith 

meat that would allow them to 
go on the official wai ting lists. 

The number of people wait- 
ing for treatment fell by 39,700 
in February. The total now 
stands at 1,119,700 - 38,000 
below the figure on l May 1997. 

Mr Dobson also announced 
new. targets yesterday to in- 
crease the number of initial nut. 

naKonf — i- . . j 


But the British Medical Asso- 
ciation said it would be “im- 
possible” to meet the targets 
without more consultants. 
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Sportswomen hampered by 
myths about weaker sex 


HOME NEWS/11 

Man Utd fans 
face 14% hike 
in ticket cost 
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WOMEN have been held back 
j^fom a ttaining the heights of 
^parting achievement by myths 
• about their inferior capabilities 
compared with men. according 
to an expert who has mad? a 

study of their progress. 

Years of being barred from 
competitive sport on the basis 

of mistaken theories about the 
damage it would cause to the fe- 
male body have left women 
traOmg men in most sports. But 
they are catching up fast, says 
E3Bs Cashmore, professor of so- 
ciology at Staffordshire 
University. 

Writing in the British Jour- 
nal of Sports Medicine, Pro- 
fessor Cashmore says: “The 
question is not why women lag 

so far behind men but how 
they have managed to make tip 
so much ground so quickly.” 
tte -He cites women’s marathon 
^running, a sport from which 
women were banned on health 
grounds until a few decades 
ago. Since 1964, women's times 
have improved by an annual av- 
erage of two minutes and 47 

seconds compared with just 66 

seconds for men. Already 
women frequently beat men in 
long-distance sw imming and 
also in equestrian events. 

Professor Cashmore said 
yesterday: “Competition has a 
habit of bringing out excel- 
lence. If you turned back the 
‘dock to the end of the 19th cen- 
tury, ^ when sport was becoming 
established, and threw open all 


By Jeremy Laubance 
H ealth Editor 

ambition to men and women 
it is hkely women would be com- 
peting at a much higher level 
than they are today.” 

Research in the 1920s and 
1930s perpetuated the view of 
women as physically inferior 
first laid down at the turn of the 


the enfeebling effects of men- 
struation were best oSset with 
“homely gymnastics”, other- 
wise known as housework. De- 
termined s por tswo men were 
thought of as odd, nnftnwintnp 
and moral degenerates. But 
this “so perfectly suited general 
views about women and the di- 
vision of labour; that they were 
eagerly accepted as feet by a 
British society encrusted in 
patriarchy”. Professor Cash- 
more writes. 

The myths about the dam- 
age women athletes were doing 
to themselves acted as a pow- 
erful deterrent to others think- 
ing of taking up sport Mildred 
(Babe) Didrictson, the US bas- 
ketball champion and track 
and field star of the 1930s, who 
later became a top-class g o l fer, 
blamed her sport for her failure 
to conceive. Professor Cash- 
more said: “It was typical of 
women’s attitude to sport that 
they feared it would make them 
infertile. It was a very common 
and widespread belief.” 

It was challenged when 



Track and field champion Mildred ‘Babe’ Didrickson deft) blamed her failure to conceive on sport, but Olympic 
gold medal runner Fhnpy Blankers-Koen showed that childbearing and sport could be compatible Corbis 


Bimy Blanbip a .lfnMi, tt Dgt d l 

runner won four gold medals at 
the 1948 London Olympics in 
the sprints, hurdles and relay. 
Aged 30, she was already a 
mother and people started to 

famWhjrtppihaps rhiMhaaring 

and sport were compatible. 


Hi-tech gadgets 
have female appeal 


A NEW breed of woman, the 
iwhn n-l adette, is stalking the 
streets - but she is largely 
being ignored. 

A survey of female attitudes 
has found that women are just 
as interested in technology as 
men are - but that the mostly 
malp advertisers and market- 
ing executives who are selling 
new gadgets have no idea of 
how to communicate with 
women. 

• Thus, women do not feel 
T^reO-informed when it comes to 
‘'bqying equipment such as com- 
puters and mobile phones, or 
connecting up to the Internet, 
according to new research by 
the marketing company Cohn 
fcWblfe. 

Women have a growing 
number of role models who 
are at ease with technology - 
such as Meg Ryan in the film 
You've Got Mad or the female 
lead in the BBC television se- 


By Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 

ries Bugs. “Interest levels in 
new technology are gender- 
blmd,'’ said James Murphy, a di- 
rector at Cohn & Wolfe and the 
author of the report 
Mobile phone sales to 
women were up 24 pa - cent last 
yean and computer sales were 
up 11 pa cent Asked to rate 
their interest in technical de- 
tails when buying a compute 
more women than menwere in- 
terested -SO per cent compared 
with 27 pa cent 

Yet when it came to rating 
their confidence in making a 
purchase, only 8 pa cent of the 
women felt confident A similar 
exoose- choosing a company 
to provide Internet access - 
showed similar levels of inter- 
est and splits in confidence 
Many women complained of 
being patronised by salesmen 
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Since then many female 
sportswomen have become 
mothers and returned lata to 
competitive sport “Quite a few 
in recent tongs have to Iran a 
gahhatiral and fo und x ofa>n thgy 

retained they were better than 
ever The Irish runner Sonia 


O’Sullivan is taking a year out 
to have a baby and says she in- 
tends to return," said Professor 
Cashm ore. 

Apart from some strength 
sports such as weightlifting, 
there is no reason wfiy women 
should not ultimately com- 


pete on equal terms with men, 
he said. “It is at least possible 
that in all sports that demand 
skill as opposed to pure brawn, 
women might have been com- 
peting at levels comparable 
with their male counterparts.” 

Sue Arnold, Review, page 4 


BY PETER THAL LARSEN 

SUPPORTERS OF Manchester 
United, the country’s biggest 
football dub, were told yester- 
day that theywfll have to pay for 
the players’ wage demands 
through more expensive tickets. 

The dub’s fens reacted with 
anger to the news that ticket 
prices would rise by up to 14 per 
cent next season. 

The increase in prices win 
come into force from August 
when tickets will go up hy £2. 
The cheapest seat for the dub’s 
Old Trafford ground will cost 
£16 and the most expensive £22. 
Season tickets will now cost be- 
tween £304 and £418. 

The dub revealed yesterday 
that signing expensive new 
stars and a rising players’ wage 
fen had pulled down its half year 
profits from £15.4m to £11 Am. 

Alex Ferguson, the United 
manager; spent heavily last 
s umm er in an attempt to beef 
up his squad before mounting 
a renewed assault on the Pre- 
mia League title and the Eu- 
ropean Champions League. 
Top players were brought in at 
a total cost of more than £28m. 

The new stars’ wage de- 
mands, combined with new 
contracts for established play- 
ers such as David Beckham 
and Ryan Giggs, pushed up 
United’s wage bill by £3m in the 
six months to the end of Janu- 
ary. The figure includes 
£750,000 of player bonuses for 
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reaching the knock-out stages 
of the Champions League. 

United is also pressing 
ahead with a £30m project to 
add 12,400 seats to its stadium, 
taking the capacity to 67,400. 

David Gill, United’s finance 
director, defended the increas- 
es: “If you look at the Premier 
League, we are currently 
ranked 15th out of 20 clubs in 
terms of ticket prices. These 
rises lift us to ninth, but that is 
before the others push through 
their own increases." 

Howeveq the price rises pro- 
voked outrage from United 
fans. Lee Hodgkiss, a 
spokesman for the Indepen- 
dent Manchester United Sup- 
porters' Association, said: “The 
traditional supporters are now 
being priced out of the game. 
The dub are acting cynically. It 
is a disgrace." 



- who were mostly male - or 
ignored altogether in favour of 
their male cnrapaninnK- 

“The marketing of technol- 
ogy fails to bridge the gap be- 
tween women’s interest levels 
and their claimed confidence," 
Mr Murphy said. He also point- 
ed out statistics showing that 
in: 1998 men’s magazines con- 
tained almost 20 times more 
computer advertising than fid 
women’s magazine. 

But he believes that adver- 
tisers can ease the pnfolem by 
“embracing and shaping" the 
aspirations of the “sophisticat- 
ed techno-femme”. Mobile 
phones are a pa rt icular target, 
with advertisers currently 
focusing on the phones' small 
size. 

“Old assumptions about the 
marketing of technological 
products may in practice be 
hurting sales and damaging 
brands,” Mr Murphy said. 
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Sandline wins film court battle over anti-terrorist action 


THE CONTROVERSIAL British 
security firm Sandline won a 
court battle in Australia yes- 
terday against the Papua New 
Guinea government over un- 
paid fees of $l8m (£ll.3m). 

The ruling follows Sandline’s 
involvement in an anti-terror- 
ist operation on Bougainville Is- 
land that was aborted and 


BY PAUL LASHMAR 


nearly caused a coup in 1997. 
Colonel Tim Spencer; Sandline 
executive and Ehlldands hero, 
was arrested and deported. 
Queensland supreme court 
said it had no jurisdiction to 
hear Papua New Guinea’s 
appeal against a 1998 interna- 


Le Pen 


blow as 


old ally 


defects 


LIFE CONTINUES to be un- 
pleasant to Jean-Marie Le Pul 

The leader of the for right 
National Front party has been 
abandoned by yet another ally, 
this time Jean Marie Le 
Chevaffiec them^yorofTbulon, 
who is one of his oldest politi- 
cal friends. 

Mr Le Pen has been caught 
in Belgium with a smaD ar- 
senal of dangerous weapons in 
the boot of his car. His position 
in the opinion polls is slipping 
dose to the point where he 
could lose all credibility as a 
force in French politics. 

As if this were not enough, 
a court began hearings yester- 
day to decide who has the le- 
gitimate right to the National 
Front’s name, symbol and cash. 
If Mr Le Pen loses, he could be 
forced to share all three with 
Bruno Mggret, the long-time 
second force in the NF, who set 
up his own rival party, the 
National Front National Move- 
ment, in January. 

The breakaway party has 
difficulties of its own. After ris- 
ing to 6 per cent in the polls - 
1 per cent above the mark 
that it must reach to scoop 
seats and public subsidies in the 
European elections in June - 
Mr MCgrefs movement has 
melted back down to 4 per 
cent 

But Mr Le Peri’s “official" 
National Front is scarcely 
doing better. The most recent 
surveys give the NF only 6 per 
cent, a third of its score in the 
polls before the split If con- 
firmed at the European elec- 
tion, this would be the 
xenophobic and ultra-national- 
ist party's lowest score for 
19 years, 

Mr Le Pen, 70, is mani- 
festly rattled and behaving 
erratically, even by his 


BY JOHN LICHFIELD 
in Paris 


own standards. When Belgian 
police found, a loaded semi- 
automatic rifle, 50 cartridges, 
and two tear gas grenades in 
his car in Brussels, he claimed 
to have been the victim of a 
sting operation and railed at a 
local television crew in an in- 
sulting, mock-Belgian accent 

Hie defection of Mr Le 
Chevallieg the mayor of Tbukm 
-who has declared himself an 
independent - is especially 
damaging to Mr Le Pen. The 
two had been friends for 
24 years and political allies for 
15 years. Toulon was the jewel 
in the NT’s crown, the largest 1 
town it had ever won. 

The mayor’s defection re- 
duces the number of town halls 
under Mr Le Peri’s control to 
one - Orange in the Rhdne 
valley. Two other NF-controUed 
towns, in the Marseilles outer 
suburbs, have gone with Bruno 
Mggret, as have more than 
half of aQ the party’s local coun- 
cillors nationwide. 

Mr Le ChevaDiersaid thathe 
was quitting the NF because he 
could no longer tolerate Mr Le 
Pen’s unpredictable behaviour 
and his inability to “ shar p, 
power”. 

The two men are said to have 
fallen out several years ago, 
partly over the increasing in- 
fluence of Mr Le Chevallier’s 
ambitious wife, Cendrine. Mr 
Le Pen, it is reported, has not 
qaoken to Cendrine Le Cheval- 
lier since 1995. 

The mayor of Toulon has, so 
far; refused to join forces with 
Mr Mggret, whom he detests. 
It is thought more likely that he 
will rejoin the “traditionar 
right, from which he defected 
to join Mr Le Pen in 1983. 
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tional tribunal order that it pay 
the money. Sandline hired in- 
vestigators and bailiffs to find 
and freeze bank accounts 
across the world held by Papua 
New Guinea. 

“Sandline knows where 
Papua New Guinea's assets 
are. The state can run but it 
cannot hide,” said a company 


spokesman. “Sandline would 
hope, although it does not ex- 
pect, that tee government will 
behave responsibly and meet 
its liability without wasting fur- 
ther costs in a fatOe attempt to 
delay tee inevitable." The com- 
pany has already taken action 
against Papua New Guinea's 
accounts with the Bank erf Eng- 


land and the EU. Sandline has 
been involved in a number of 
confroversiai operations. Itwas 
at tiie centre of the ‘Arms to 
Sierra Leone’ scandal that 
caused great embarrassment 
to the Ebreign Office and to 
Robin Cook, the foreign Sec- 
retary. The Papua New Guinea 

contract arose from the long- 


standing dispute between the 
government and Melanesian 
secessionists on Bougainville. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
jinri Defence Minister of Papu& 

New Guinea tamed to Sandline, 

“security consultants” based in 

London, after rebels on 
Bougainville had cut oft a vital 
copper mine. In 1997 they wn- 


and paid $i8m of the aped 
S36m fee up-front But the in- 
volvement of foreign troops an - 
gered the army. wbu * 
threatened mutiny. 

The new government ot a ui 
Skate has refused to pay the 
outstanding half of the fee. It 


says the contract with the 
previous administration was. 
illegal and ^constitutional 
Sandline appealed and the 
tribunal was convened, which 

, maninto usly awarded in favour. 

of Sandline. 

The judges ruled that under 
international law the contract 
was valid. 



Yeltsin 
speech 
lands a 
punch 


BY PHIL REEVES 
in Moscow 


A girl walking through the rubble of houses destroyed by Monday’s earthquake. Aftershocks were still being felt last night Saurcibh Das 


Aftershocks hit Indian quake 
area as death toll rises to 110 


SEVERE AFTERSHOCKS ham- 
pered rescue workers' efforts 
yesterday to reach survivors of 
Monday's earthquake in the 
Himalayan foothills of northern 

Tnrfia 

Witnesses report that people 
have been using their hands to 
dig through piles of stone and 
mud to reach buried relatives 
m toe town of ChamoK, the epi- 
centre of the earthquake, 
where hundreds of bodies are 
believed to be entombed in 
rubble. The official death toll of 
110 is expected to rise further 

Landslides triggered by toe 
earthquake - which, at 6.8 on 
the Richter scale, was toe 
biggest in toe region for 90 
years - have cut communica- 
tions with many of toe affected 


BY JASON BURKE 


areas. Indian Air Force planes 
and helicopters were flying sor- 
ties yesterday over the earth- 
quake zone, dropping aid to 
survivors in remote villages 
around ChamolL Many are still 
without shelter or electricity 
and have had Almost all their 
food stocks buried. The extent 
of the damage in toe area was 
still unclear late yesterday. 

Shridhar Fathak, Chamoli’s 
senior police officei; said a total 
of 14 villages had been report- 
ed as “destroyed” and that 
about 90 per cent of Chamoti it- 
self - toe local administrative 
centre - had been damaged. 

Nearly 150 people had been 
rescued from collapsed houses 


so far, Mr Pathak said, and 
several hundred injured were 
being treated by military 
medics fn makeshift hospitals. 
At least 5,000 people have been 
made homeless. 

Last night, thousands more 
villagers spent a third night in 
the open for fear of farther 
damage from the aftershocks— 
some registering four on toe 
Richter scale - which continued 
to shake toe area. 

Chamoli is at an altitude of 
nearly 1,070 metres 13500ft) 
and many of toe affected vil- 
lages are far higher Although 
winter is oven toe nights are 
still cold. 

The earthquake struck at 
12 .35am on Monday when most 
people were asleep. Entire fam- 


ilies were wiped out One local 
resident told reporters that 
five members of his family of 
seven had died. 

Another described how he 
had spent Monday night dig- 
ging in the debris of his house 
with a shovel, only to find two 
buried relatives dead. Six pris- 
oners were killed when toe 
Chamoli jail collapsed. 

“Fbr a minute, all the earth 
seemed to be shaking... we all 
ran out of our houses very, 
very scared," said Himanshu 
Thapliyal,28,alawyermBiyasi, 
a small town near Chamoli 

Romesh Sharma, a teacher 
in Chamoli said he rushed out 
of his house when he heard “a 
terrific noise”, only to see toe 
buildings around him collapse. 


1 ran for my life to toe police 
station but that, too, had crum- 
pled,” he told a local reporter. 

Another Chamoli resident 
said toe earthquake felt as “if 
the earth was coming apart and 
th e mountains were mmtng 
crashing down on the villages”. 

The 40-second jolt cracked 
buildings 185 miles (300km) 
away in the capital, Delhi, and 
was felt in neighbouring Pak- 
istan and Nepal 

Pakistani officials said toe 
earthquake shook toe eastern 
cities of Lahore and Gujran- 
wala. The officials said Muham- 
mad Nawaz Sharif toe Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, had sent 
a message of sympathy to bis 
Indian counterpart, Atal Bi- 
hari Vajpayee. 


BORIS YEUTSIN defied toe odds 
yesterday by delivering tea 
stete-of-toe-nation speech with- 
out disasters, and even landing 
a punch on toe ch in of his ' 
p rimp minister by warning him 
against a “revanche”. 

His long-awaited speech to 
parliament, though defivered 
confidently enough, was far 
from vintage Yeltsin, being 
bereft of emotion, let alone 
passion. Itwas only 18 minutes 
long, as he chose to deliver 
more detailed views on toe 
economy in the form of awrft- 
ten report. 

It came at a difficult time, 
even though Russia was patting 
itself on toe back yesterday 
after winning an agreement 
for an IMF loan, toe amount to 
be announced, which looks sus- 
piciously like a Western pay-off 
to ease Moscow’s injured feel- 
ings over toe Balkans. 

In the twilight months (ft his 
reign, Mr Yeltsin is over- 
burdened by problems: a shat- 
tered economy attempts by his 
opponents to curb his powers 
and even m¥p<>««h him , chron- 
ic fll-health and a corruption in- 
vestigation that strikes to the 
heartof toe Kremlin. 

Bespectacled these days, he 
looks weaxy and remote -more 
toe semi-retired chairman of 
the board, a vague figurehead 
who knows nothing of day-to- 
day details, than an active chief 
executive. But he got through 

the performance, his first major 

speech for months, without 
serious hiccups, albeit also 
without much applause. In fact, 
Mr Yeltsin - or at least his 
speechwriters - even proved 
there is fight in him yet 

He took several swipes at his 
premier, "Yevgeny Primakov, 
who was in Belgrade trying to 
broker peace. He praised toe 
Prime Mtoisterfbrpflotiagtoe 
country through the perilous 
months after last August's eco- 
nomic crash, but he also deliv- 
ered a warning against “new 
centralisation” - a return, in 
other words, to Soviet-style 
interventionism at the expense 
of market economics and indi- 
vidual freedoms. 
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Pager service tip-offs 
for car chase addicts 


American Times 

LOS ANGELES 


Hillary Clinton and Princess Lalla Fatima Zahra of Morocco tallring before a discussion on women’s issues in Marrakesh 


Khue Bui 


Killing puts trash talk 
shows on trial in US 


FOR THE next few weeks, 
^Americans will have another 
Reason to watch daytime tele- 
vision: if they tune to Court TV 
they will be able to watch the 
trial of, well, daytime TV. Or 
more specifically the trial of 
trash-talk TV that special brand 
of “humilitainment” brought 
to us by the likes of Jerry 
Springer and Ridd Late. 

In the dock in a Pontiac 
courthouse just outside De- 
troit will be another exemplar 
of the trash-talk formula. The 
Jenny Jones Show. 

If you have not seen it, you 
may remember this about it 
four years ago one of its guests 
was murdered by another 
guest after they had appeared 
together on the programme. 
Both guests were young men; 


By David Usborne 
in New York 

one was homosexual, the other 

apparently, was most avowedly 
heterosexual. 

On 9 March 1995 the execu- 
tive producer of the show broke 
the news to Ms Jones about the 
awful fallout from the pro- 
gramme that had been about 
same-sex crushes. “We*ve just 
heard that one of our guests has 
murdered, another guest,” Ed 
Galvin informed her As the De- 
troitNews reports it, Ms Janes 
was dumbstruck. She replied: 
“There must be a mistake. 
How could this happen?” 

It did happen, and it is the 
farollytrf the victfan, Scott Ame- 
dure, who are now suing The 
Jenny Jones Show, its produc- 


ers, Telepictures, and Warner 
Brothers, the overall owner of 
the programme, for $50m 
(£3lm). Heywfll contend, in ar- 
guments (hie to begin today 
that Amedure’s assailant, 
Jonathan Schmitz, was delib- 
erately humiliated by the show 
His subsequent -distress, they 
will say drove him to murder 

The sequence of events is 
not in doubt The producers of 
the show invited S chmi tz, a 
man with a troubled mental 
background, to crane on to the 
programme because, they said, 
he had a secret admirer who 
would come forward on air 
Schmitz duly turned up for the 
taping of the show. 

To his evident astonishment, 
his admir er t ur ned out to be a 
man. He was Amedure, whom 


he knew, through a mutual 
friend. 

The show was never broad- 
cast But three days after the 
taping, Schmitz barged into, 
the trader-park home of Ame- 
dure and fired twice into his 
chest with a shotgun. S chmi tz 
telephoned the emergency ser- 
vices to say he hadkflledaman 
who had embarrassed him on 
national television. 

Schmitz was later convicted 
of murdeghut is awaiting a sec- 
ond trial after his first convic- 
tion was overturned on a 

te chnicalit y 

Lawyers for the Amedure 
family will argue that the 
show’s producers deliberately 
sought to inflict maximum hu- 
miliation on Schmitz. K showed 
a tape of Amedure confessing 


- allegedly loosened by alcohol 
provided fay the producers- to 
his favourite homosexual fan- 
tasy about Schmitz. It involved 
a hammock, some whipped 
cream, champagne and straw- 
berries. 

Geoffrey Fiegei; who wiQ 
re pr esent the plaintiffs, plans to 
bring veterans of the talk show 
industry to the stand, including 
Morton Downey Je “They’ll 
explain to the jury what the 
baks of these shows are, and 
that is to increase advertising 
dollars by raising audience 
share,” he said. “That’s the 
only reason for the existence of 
these trials." 

Mr Fiegeris famous as the 
lawyer of Dr Jack Kevorkian, 
who was convicted last week of 
murder in a euthanasia case. 


AS THEY say around here, it 
was a real doozy, A wanted 
criminal, in a black four- 
wheel-drive, speeding away 
from a column of pofice squad 
cars through the San Fer- 
nando Vhfiey - all captured, 
live, on television. 

“This could be interesting. 
Zoom ini Zoom ini” shouted 
the overexcited KCAL cor- 
respondent to the camera- 
man as they swooped above 
theactioninaheflcoptenThe 
suspect managed to jam three 
pofice cars in a loop thanks to 
a deft S60-degree turn before 
roaring up on to the pavement 
of a busy shopping street in 
Van Nays. 

“There’s someone with a 
chad approaching the car. Oh 
no, get away, get away!” the 
correspondent, Larry Welk, 
pleaded with the two figures 
appearing on the television 
screen. It was hard to tell if he 
was dreading the prospect of 
a pedestrian getting kid- 
napped or flattened, or if he 
was relishing it 

By now the other local net- 
works, Fox and UPN and 
KCBS. were intenupting reg- 
ular p rogr amming to bring 
their own footage of tiie chase. 
After what seemed an endless 
tease between pursuer and 
pursued, the four-wheel-drive 
zoomed into a shopping cen- 
tre car park, crashed through 

a fare into a storage area and 
finally namo to an ignmrrinim iB 

halt after trying to ram a 
squad car blocking its exit 

“We have gunfire! Wte have 
gunfire!” screeched Larry 
Wdk. And sure enough, as the 
suspect was at last appre- 
hended, he was hauled on to 
an ambulance to be treated for 
bullet wounds. 

Welcome to Los Apgeles’ 
favourite obsession, the tele- 
vision car chase. There’s usu- 
ally one every couple of days 
and, thanks to the ever-vigDant 
television helicopter teams 
that scour the smoggy skies 
above the (Sty of Angels, no 
twist or turn goes unbroadcast 
for more than the few minutes 
it takes to locate the scene of 
the drama. Soap operas and 

daytime rhatshm os Vdted 


off the air to mate room for 
live coverage, and then the 
news bulletins rehash it all 
later in the day 

Who knows why everyone 
is so obsessed with them, but 
they are. Maybe it’s because 
Los Angeles is the perfect 
backdrop for such mini- 
dramas - vast, anonymous 
and chock-a-block with road- 
ways. Maybe it’s because the 
chases are just like scenes out 
of Hollywood action films, 
complete with the assurance 
that the hot pursuit will even- 
tually lead to some tight spot 
or dead end where the per- 
petrator mil at last get his (or 
her) come-uppance. 

Whatever the reason, they 
are certainly money-spinners. 


Audiences are hooked on 
the thrill of the chase AP 

and not just for the networks 
whose viewing figures soar 
while the chase is on. Ask Ken 
Knwahara, fora start He is an 
enterprising former cop who 
has come up with the idea of 
a paging service for television 
car chases. Pay him a few dol- 
lars a month and he will alert 
you the second a juicy chase 
pops up on the small screen. 

That may sound side (in- 
deed tte complaints section on 
his website indudes a message 
proclaiming “It? s sick!”) but the 
service has proved to be a roar- 
ing success since its inception 
in January There are even 
cash prizes for those who alert 
tire service to a chase. 

Thanks to Mr Kixwahara, 
subscribers were able to tune 
in to last month's split-screen 


bonanza, in which two chases 
carried on simultaneously, or 
to last week’s excitement as 
the alleged miscreant's car 
spun out of control, hurtled 
through a brick wall and was 
left suspended in mid-air with 
wreckage and tumbling bricks 
clattering all around 

Most of the subscribers to 
the Pursuit watch Network 
are young men with testos- 
terone to spare, but not afi. “I 
for one am tripped when my 
pager goes off and it says 
HOT PURSUIT” one grand- 
mother writes on the ser- 
vice’s website. “If rm at home, 
the scanner and TV goes on 
and the map comes up on my 
computer to follow ’em." 

The mother of all LA car 
chases was 0 J Simpson’s 
unsuccessful attempt to elude 
the police in his white Fbrd 
Bronco in 1994 - a chase that 
not only made national and in- 
ternational headlines but was 
also captured in its entirety by 
a traffic-monitoring helicopter 
By now ail the local networks 
have helicopters dedicated 
entirely to car chases and 
correspondents who spend 
their lives in the air praying for 
a really juicy shoot-out or 
high-speed caper 

It’s not all ftm. Last year 31 
bystanders were killed during 
pofice chases in Los Angeles 
- the highest rate of any US 
city - and there are plenty of 
people who suspect the fool- 
hardy high jinks leading to 
such accidents are due at 
least in part to the presence 
of the television cameras. 

“Most of the people who do 
this aren't the really bad 
guys,” explains Geoffrey 
Alpert, a criminologist. “Seri- 
ous criminals try to blend in. 
The people who run do it for 
stupid reasons -they’re afraid 
of the points on their insur- 
ance, or police once beat them 
up, or they don't want their 
parents to know they bor- 
rowed the can” 

Stupid, perhaps; danger- 
ous, certainly. But, for the 
networks, the pager junkies 
and the viewers, ifs still great 
entertainment. 

ANDREW GUMBEL 


Hong Kong stems immigrant flood 


THE HONG Kong government 
breathed a sigh of relief yes- 
terday when a court final ly 
gave it some support in its at- 
tempts to hold back a flood of 
immigrants from the Chinese 
mainland. 

The administration fears 
that a decision last month by 


By Stephen Vines 
in Hong Kong 

the Court of Final Appeal 
opened the door to as many as 
a million people on the main- 
land who have the right to live 
in Hong Kong because one of 
their parents is a local resident 


Yesterday haweveg an appli- 
cation by a group of would-be 
migrants was rejected by a 
lower court, witfathe judge say- 
ing the unrestricted entry trf so 
many immigrants would create 
an “unbearable burden” that 
could “ sink Hong Kong". 

Regina Ip, Hong Kong’s Seo- 



retary for Security was jubilant 
She said the court bad given the 
go vernm ent tbe authority to de- 
portthe mahdanders and urged 
the rest to go home. 

Up to 1,000 people are im- 
meefiatety affected fay the ruling, 
many of whom face arrest if 
they return to the mainland. 

In Brief 


Man held over 
135 kHfings 

DOZENS OF police cars 
guarded Fternando 
Hernandez Leyva, who is 
suspected of involvement 
in 135 kDfings in five 
southern Mexican states, 
as he was transferred to 
prison. The escort was to 
shield him from victims' 
families and to prevent 
him escaping, as he had 
done twice before. 

Japan protest 

JAPAN HAS instructed its 
di plomats in P airing and 
New "fork to lodge a 
protest wito North Korea, 
saying that its neighbour 
seart two spy ships into 
Japanese territorial 
waters last week. The 
ships fled toward North 
Korean waters after 
ignoring orders to stop. 

Rwandan held 

TANZANIA HAS arrested 
Bernard Ntuyahaga, a 
former Rwandan army 
officer wanted by both 
Belgium and Rwanda for 
his alleged role in some 
of the first killings of the 
1994 genocide. The dead 
included the Rwandan 
prime minister. 

Vibrator ruling 

AN ALABAMA state law 
banning the sale of 
vibrators has been 
overturned fay a judge for 
bearing no “relation to a 
legitimate state interest”, 
after a challenge by 
women who claimed the 


for sexual pleasure they 
coold not get otherwise. 


20% off 

all Champagne 

and sparkling wine... 



...lout huffy, it won’t be around forever 

This week at Tesco, there’* W% off every bottle in our HIT 

great range of Champagnes and sparkling wines. So hvrry ^ ^ m .m 

down for this unmissable offer. QiWty little Aelp& 

OFFER ENDS 3RD APRIL 1999. WHILST STOCKS LAST. INCLUDES WORLD OF WINE STORES IN NORTHERN IRELAND. EOT, up** CALAIS YIN HUS. 

EXPRESS STORES AND JLDlL EXCLUDES LAMSRUSCO AND SEW SRWK1INC PERRY. WWW Wn rardf 










l; 


Deputy Business & City Editor: Michael Harrison 
News desk: 0171-293 2636 Fax: 0171-293 2098 


Briefing 

Inside BUSINESS REVIEW today 

■ How Rupert Murdoch + Canal Plus 
are battling to divide up Europe’s TV 

■ Is Tomkins a fashion victim or 
fatally flawed? 

■ Who’s funding the Internet frenzy? 

■ Revealed: the biggest noise in 
the music biz 


BAT chairman’s pay hits £1,017,394 

martin BROUGHTON, chairman of British American 
Tobacco, saw his pay package rise by nearly a third to 
£1,017,394 in 1998, and exercised options in BAT shares 
which gave him pre-tax gains worth another £970,054. Mr 
Broughton, who joined the group in 1971, took home 
£771.763 in 1997. 

Last year BAT demerged its financial services division, 
principally Eagle Star, and folded it into Allied Zurich. The 
group also merged its tobacco interests with Rothmans to 
form one of the biggest cigarette makers in the world. The 
Right Honorable Kenneth Clarke MR the former 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, is non-executive deputy 
chairman of BAT and also chairs the remuneration 
committee. 

DTI may change energy levy 

THE GOVERNMENT is considering radical changes to 
the levy used to fund renewable sources of energy in a 
bid to reduce electricity bills. The Department of Trade 
and Industry is planning to replace the present levy, 
which electricity companies have to pass on to 
customers, with a system where suppliers have the 
option to shoulder the levy without charging 
customers. The proposal, contained in a government 
consultation paper on renewable energy, could cut up 
to 1 per cent from the average £350 annual bill. 
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BUSINESS 

Biggest jump in house prices since 1997 


HOUSE PRICES last month 
recorded their biggest increase 
since September 1997, according 
to new figures from Nationwide. 
It was tiie latest sign that the 
housing market is recovering 
from its winter downturn. 

“House price inflation could 
be heading back towards double 
figures,” said Jonathan Lpynes, 
an economist at HSBC Mar- 
kets. 

Nationwide, which publishes 
one of two monthty house price 


By Diane Coyle 
E conomies Editor 

indices, said prices jumped by L5 
per cent in March, taking the 
year-o n-year increase to 7.6 per 
cent This followed a subdued 
ffebruary when prices rose by 
just 0.1 per cent 

Halifax saki its March index, 
published next week, is likely to 
show a slight increase. Its {rice 
figures have been well below 
Nationwide’s for the past two 


years, and showed a 0.5 per 
cent drop in February 
David Parry, Nationwide’s 

Vipsyl of planning, said: “Although 

spring usually produces an 
upturn in the housing market, 
there are tentative signs the re- 
cent series of interest-rate cuts 
have helped boost confidence-* 
The Easter weekend is a 
crucial time for the housing 
m ar ket, traditionally bringing a 
big upturn in sales. 

Other indicators have point- 


ed to a revival in (he marfet Sur- 
veys of estate agents and figures 

on mortgage approvals have 
both indicated the start of a 
recovery. In addition, underlying 
conditions are favourable; mort- 
gage rates are at their lowest far 

more t ha n 30 years, and prop- 
erties are affordable by past 
standards. 

However this month’s Budget 
dealt a blow by abolishing mort- 
gage tax relief from April 2000. 
It also raised stamp duty on 


properties priced at above 
£250,000, which will dampen the 

top end of the market 

But the biggest question 

mark over the outlook for house 

prices remains the length and 
severity of the economic down- 
turn. “Hfehave had the interest- 

rate cuts, but nobody has felt the 

pinrh of rising unemployment 
yet,” said Mr Loynes. 

Although most forecasters 
r ecko n the slowdown will be 
moderate, feware as optimistic 


as the Treasury, which is pre- 
dicting I per cent growth thirfr 
year. Unemployment rose sKght~ 
ty last month, according to the 
latest official figures. 

Even so, the Bank ofEngland 
is expected to cut rates further. 
The Monetary Polity Committee 
could act as soon as next week, 
according to some analysts. 

The average UK house price 
stands at £6M08 on Nation- 
wide’s figures, up from £63,493 
a year ago. 


BMW sets four-week 2BS 

deadline for Rover aid ' 


BY MICHAEL HARRISON 
Business Editor 

BMW YESTERDAY gave the 
Government a four-week dead- 
line to come up with an ac- 
ceptable aid package for 
Rover’s Longbridge car plant in 
Birmin gham or risk seeing a 
£1.7bn investment in a new 
famil y model go overseas. 

The German car maker is 
seeking a subsidy of up to 
£200m to support the manufac- 
ture ofa new range of medium- 
sized cars to replace the Rover 
200 and 400 series. The alter- 
native is to build the new cars 
in Hungary- a move that would 
spell the end of Longbridge, 
threatening up to 50,000 motor 
industry jobs in the West Mid- 
lands. 

A fortnight ago the Depart- 
ment of Thade and Industry 
shocked BMW by offering an aid 
package worth only £118 hl Dis- 
cussions have continued, and a 
spokesman fin: the Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry, 
Stephen Byers, repeated yes- 
terday that he was confident of 
agreeing a deaL 

But speaking in Munich, the 
new BMW chairman. Professor 
Joachim Milberg, said: “The 
longer the negotiations drag on, 
the greater will become the 
likelihood of a production site 
outside Great Britain." 

Prof MUberg hinted that a 
rival aid offer from Hungary 
could be higher than that made 
by Britain. “Hungary would 
have advantages in comparison 
to Longbridge, but there are a 
number of factors playing a 
role which have to be taken into 
account,” he said. 

DTI sources suggested there 
was an element of brinkman- 



Joachim Milberg yesterday: Hinted that Hungary’s aid offer could top the UK’s Michael Kappeler/Reuters 


ship in the BMW chairman’s 
ramments, noting that there 
had never yet been an applica- 
tion for regional assistance 
where the company involved 
had not applied for more money 
than it needed. 

“This is not just a case of us 
bunging a blank cheque in the 
direction of BMW and letting 
them do what they want with it” 
he added. 

The aid package, if one can 
be agreed, will come with a list 
of conditions relating to BMW’s 


overall investment in Long- 
bridge and the level of produc- 
tivity and skills improvements 
that will he achieved. 

BMW is already cutting 2^00 
jobs at Rovei; and there will be 
further redundancies even if 
Longbridge is selected for the 
new family of cars, codenamed 
the R30 series. However Prof 
Milberg said he was sure that 
no compulsory redundancies 
would be necessary given the 
age of the Rover w o rkfo r ce and 
the high take-up of previous 


voluntary severance schemes. 

The local MP for the Long- 
bridge area said ProfMIlberg’s 
warnings about the dangers of 
the talks dragging on had to be 
taken seriously. But Richard 
Burden, the Labour member fix- 
Birmingham Nortfafield. added: 
“The important thing is that the 
discussions between the Gov- 
ernment and the company 
should come to a successful 
conclusion.” 

Meanwhile, BMW produced 
fresh evidence of the continuing 


free fell in Rover’s share of the 
car market following its £650m 
loss last yean In the first three 
months of this yean sales fell by 
38 per cent Rover sales fell 3 
per cent in March, even though 
the market overall has been 
boosted by about 50 per cent 
because of the introduction of 
the new registration letter 
Sales in Europe, excluding 
the UK, were down by 40 per 
cent on a year ago. In Italy an 
important market for Rover; 
the fell was 53 per cent 


Enterprise and Lasmo 
abandon merger talks 


ENTERPRISE OIL and Lasmo 
yesterday abandoned merger 
talks vowing that each had bet- 
ter prospects remaining as in- 
dependent ofl exploration 
companies. 

In a statement issued after 
the markets had dosed, the two 
companies said: “Having con- 
sidered the possible merits of a 
merger, and the contributions 
that each company would have 
made to the combination, both 
companies have concluded that 
they are better placed to add 
value independently.” 

Lasmo fought off a hostile 
£L6bn bid from Enterprise five 
years ago. A merger would have 
created one of the biggest inde- 
pendent ofl exploration groups 
in the sector with a market cap- 
italisation of just under £2bn. 

But after three months of 
negotiations, it was decided not 
to go ahead with a merger be- 
cause, as one source put it, “the 
risks outweighed the benefits”. 


by Michael Harrison 

There would have been cost 
savings of about £20m but this 
was not sufficient to justify the 
risks involved in putting two 
different production and explo- 
ration portfolios and manage- 
ment styles together. There 
were also concerns about the 
(Ssposal programme that would 
have been necessary and 
whether the assets would have 
fetched an acceptable price. 

Although Enterprise initiated 
the talks and was always the 
keener of the two on a merger; 
Pierre Jungels, its chief execu- 
tive, would not have had a role 
in the enlarged group. Joe 
Darby, the chief executive of 
Lasma would have taten cm that 
post while its chairman would 
have been the Enterprise chair- 
man, Sir Graham Heame. 

Mr Jungels said: “When we 
looked at foe overall package it 
did not stack up.” 


European Commission 
cuts growth forecast 



EUROPE AGAIN cut its growth 
forecastyesterday Wanting the 
international economic turmoil 
and raising the pressure on the 
European Central Bank to 
reduce interest rates. 

The latest round erf gloomy 
statistics reflect lower econom- 
ic expectations from the biggest 

EXJ nations, including Germany 
where the slowdown in 1999 is 
expected, according to a sepa- 
rate EU document, to be “more 
pronounced than in most other 
member states”. 

The European Commission 
expects euro zone gross do- 
mestic product to rise by just 22 
per cent in 1999 and 2.7 per cent 
in 2000, conpared with forecasts 
last autumn erf 2& and 23 per 
cent respectively. 

Growth in all 15 EU countries 
was also marked down at 2J per 
cent for 1999 as opposed to 2.4 
per cent predicted earlier The 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

UK economy is also expected to 
perform worse than predicted 
this year; growth for 1999 is ex- 
pected to be LI per cent, rather 
than the L3 per cent forecast last 
October But for 2000, Brussels 
expects the UK economy to 
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grow at 22 per cent, as opposed 
to the 2 jl per cent it predicted 
last year 

There was also praise for the 
UK in Commission recommen- 
dations on member states’ eco- 
nomic policy guidelines, which 
singled out the UK employment 
rate as one of the best in Europe. 
But the document added: 
“Growth of small business, in- 
novation and research and de- 
velopment expenditure are all 
relatively weak.” 

Germany’s slowdown is 
blamed cm the country’s greater- 
tban-average exposure to world 
trade and some domestic influ- 
ences. including the depressed 
construction industry 

Although the new figures put 

further pressure on the ^iro, the 

Monetary Affairs Commission- 
er; Yves-Thibault de Sflgqy, in- 
sisted that its current level was 
“not a source of concern”. 


Rosemary Thorne: In line 
for substantial pay-off 4 

“I think they needed a 
stronger personality in that job, 
though it is not fair to blame 
Sainsbury's problems on her;” 
one analyst said. 

Mike Dennis at SG Securities 
added: “You have to ask 
whether this r eally changes 
anything in the business. The 
key people behind their strate- 
gy - which has not exactly cov- 
ered itself in glory - are still 
there.” 

Sainsbury’s is now looking for 
a replacement but would not say 
if an internal appointment was 
possible. The company is back- 
ings marketing director; Kevin 
McCartea who has been criti- 
cised after the unsuccessful 
“Value to Shout About" adver- 
tising campaign starring John 
Cleese. In the new board he hasv 
been given extra responsibility 
for brand development 

The shares fen by 0.25p yes- 
terday to 380.75p. 
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BY Nigel cope 
A ssociate City Editor 


SAINSBURY'S IS parting com- 
pany with its finance director, 
Rosemaiy Thome, as part of a 
boardroom shake-up that wfli 
cut the number of directors at 
the underperforming super- 
market group from 14 to 12. 

David Clapham. head of spe- 
cial business units, is also leav- 
ing. He has been with the 

company for 35 years, but Sains- 
bury’s announcement mis- <£ , 
spelled ins name. 

Ms Thome, 47, at Sains- 
bury's for seven years, is one of 
few female executive directors 
of a FTSE 100 company. She is 
leaving by mutual consent “to 
pursue other opportunities'', 
but will be eligible for substan- 
tial compensation. Ms Thome 
was on a two-year contract and 
earned a total of £426,000 last 

year His thought her pay-off will 

be less than £400,000. 

Sainsbury’s said her depar- 
ture was due to the separation 
of finance functions between the 
group and the Sainsbury's su- 
permarkets board 

Her departure is not a sur- 
prise as tile City has known for 
some time that Sainsbury’s has 
been keen to appoint a more w- 
powerful finance director Sev- 
eral candidates are thought to 
have been offered the job last 
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LONDON 

IN ANOTHER day of heavy trading, 
blue chips edged ahead, ignoring a 
poor opening in New York The 
prospect of more corporate activity 
and even lower interest rates 
helped Footsie to an 11.2-point gain 
to 6^64.1; supporting indices also 
moved ahead 

Hopes of more bid action on the 
drugs front lifted SrmthKfine 
Beecham 3t5p to 892p and Zeneca, 
as its merger with Sweden's Astra 
was being sealed, jumped 110p to 
2,945p, a peak. 

Derek Pain, page 17 


1BHEW YORK 

THE DOW JONES retreated from 
Monday’s record dose, losing 
almost 1 per cent after Coca- 
Cola, the world’s largest soft 
drinks company unexpectedly 
warned of lower sales. 

Coke, which issued its sales 
warning just min utes after the 
US market closed for tirade on 
Monday, was one of the day’s 
biggest fellers. By the early 
afternoon, its shares were down 
$2 5 / g at $62 3 /is» helping to drag 
the Dow average down by 83.25 
points to 9,923.53. 


AROUND THE WORT D’S MARKETS 

I I 9 |tokyo I honc 


RECORD JOBLESS numbers anri 
the slump in spending figures hit 
hopes of an early recovery in the 
Japanese economy. Unemployment 
in Japan has topped 3 million for 
the first time, according to official 
figures, and household spending 
tumbled 5.7 per cent in January to 
a 19-year low. 

The weak economic data took 
their toll on the Nikkei 225 index, 
which shrugged off Monday’s 
record performance on Wall Street 
to close down by 149.72 points at 
15,859.12. 


laHONG KONG 

STRONG futures-related buying 
and the Dow’s record close 
pushed Hong Kong stocks over 
2 per cent higher yesterday. 

The Hang Seng closed up 
251.74 points at 10,940.21, just 
off its day’s highs. The expiry of 
March Hang Seng fotttres 
contributed to heavy trading 
volume on the exchange. “The 
strength of the April fotnres, 
following settlement of the March 
futures, indicates there’s stiD a 
bit of buying interest around.” 
said one analyst. 


FRANKFURT 

CONCERN ABOUT the action in 
Kosovo hit stocks in Frankftirt, 
which gave up early gains to dose 
lower yesterday. 

The electronically traded Xetra 
DAX finished down 26.01 points, or 
053 per cent, at 4,841.20. The floor 
DAX ended down 0.41 per cent at 
4£56.84. 

BMW led the dectiners, dropping 
almost 3 per cent after it said it 
hoped to match last year’s 
earnings in 1999 and that deliveries 
had fallen by 15,000 units in the 
first three months of the yean 
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Settle Bill, it’s Microsoft’s best option 


ITMUST gall Bill Gates to watch ibe 
trust busters ganging up on a busi- 
ness that has got where it is by 
virtue of sheer brain power and 
commercial acumen and not 
jthroughbruie force and ruthless 
ijf^pikffions. But he, along with 
everyone else concerned, must re- 
alise that thebestway out of the Mi- 
crosoft antitrust suit is a deal. 

The company saw its stock rock- 
et when the first rumours of a pos- 
sible settlement emerged; the 
government knows that despite 
its strong courtroom performance, 
its case is far from legally water- 
tight; and consumers and the rest 
of the industry have a stake in a star 
ble future for the software martet 

So the talks that started yester- 
day in Washington on a settlement 
must have a fair wind behind them. 
Microsoft has put up its own 
framework for a deal that would 
loosen its contracts with personal 
computer makers, though it has 
been received sniffily by the gov- 
ernment 

Ly. The nuclear option is, of course, 

M oreak-up, Standard Oil or AT&T 
style. Under this scenario the com- 
pany would be split into a n umb er 
of “Baby Bins", each of which re- 
tains one or more product lines 



Outlook 


from the original behemoth. An- 
other remedy, suggested by the 
state attorneys-general, would be 
to auction off the rights to Windows, 
preventing Microsoft from using It 
as leverage in other markets. 

All three aim to tackle the cen- 
tral proMem - the operating system. 
U is Microsoft’s use of its virtual mo- 
nopoly in Windows that has, the gov- 
ernment alleges, enabled it to 
muscle in on the internet browser 
market Each tries to dilute that 
power; Microsoft's is a form of 
arms control, white the other too ap- 
proaches are more tike the divishm 
of Germany into different zones at 
the end of the Second Wbrld War 

Time is of the essence here, and 


time, in the world of software, 
moves very quickly. Even while the 
trial was underway; AOEs linkup 
with Netscape changed the com- 
petitive landscape. Microsoft is ar- 
guing from this that it is in a 
competitive market, and that it is 
not guilty as charged. But if it 
does not start giving ground, then 
the case could drag on for months, 
years even. At a time when Mi- 
crosoft faces some very .tricky 
strategic issues, that cannot be in 
Bill Gates’ interest 

Salisbury's 

DID SHE jump or was she pushed? 
And does it really matter? The de- 
parture of Rosemary Thome as fi- 
nance director of Sainsbury’s has 
been on the cards for a while now 
and analysts say the poor woman’s 
job was being offered around at 
least year ago. So in that sense her 
demise is hardly a surprise. 

She may not have been one of 
life’s more charismatic personal- 
ities. And her wooden, stilted pre- 
sentations, where she stuck 
doggedly to a rehearsed script, 
were awkward to say the least. 

But her departure does raise 


some impor tant points. First, it 
means the FTSE 100 has one 
fewer female executive directors, 
leaving just a handful such as 
Mazjorie Scardino at Pearson and 
Kathleen O’Donovan at BTR- 
Siebe. 

Secondly it begs the question 
why Sainsbury’s persisted with 
such an odd board structure for so 
long. 

When Ms Thorne was appoint- 
ed to the Sainsbury’s board seven 
years ago she reported to David 
Sainsbury who had just spent 17 
years as finance director himself. 
She was always in his shadow as 
a result, performing the role of fi- 
nancial controller rather than the 
kind of powerful lateral thinker 
that a company of Sainsbury’s 
size ought to have. 

Yet even when Dino Adriano 
took on the chief executive’s job 
the post of finance director re- 
mained a downgraded function. Ms 
Thome reported not direct to the 
chief executive but to David Brem- 
ner; the deputy chief executive. It 
was almost as if the company 
needed to have someone looking 
over her shoulder. 

This set-up was odd to say the 
least Nor (fid it help that Ms 


Thorne happened to preside over 
Samsbrny’s finanrH^ at a difficult 
time. 

But there is a wider point It is 
an important function of a board, 
particularly of a major company; 

that it groans its tap managers for 
tine top and ensures an otdoly suc- 
cession. In better managed com- 
panies, the finance director ought 
to be at least a contender for tiie 
top job just as David Reid was at 
Tesco. Rosemary Thome, for all 
her qualities, was never that 

Sainsbury’s has been criticised 
in the recent past for being a cosy 
family company that required an 
injection of new blood from out- 


histrates that it Is also struggling 
to develop talent from within. 

Euroland 

IT IS just one thing after another 
for the euro. An almighty row 
from day one between the German 
finance minister and the European 
Central Bank. The outbreak of 
war on the Continent And the 
economy starts to misbehave too 
- the European Commission yes- 
terday joined the list of those 


downgrading their growth fore- 
casts for Euroland. • • 

But these may be as nothing 
compared to the political difficul- 
ties presented by gathering 11 
different welfare states under a' 
single currency. A series of re* 
se^di pap^spresentedat the an- 
nual conference ofthe Royal 
Economic Society yesterday un- 
derlined the potential for trouble. 
The first hot potato is tiie is the 
pressure for fiscal transfers, of 
which social spending forms a 
..large part, between countries in 
; the single currency area. 

- The conventional wisdom is 
that social security will remain 
Very much in the hands of indi- 
vidual member states. Even more 
than taxation, it is seen as a na- 
tional matter. But this is likely to 
prove unsus tainab le. Just as the 
US -Federal Government trans- 
fers money between states, trans- 
fers within Europe will eventually 
form one of the mechanisms for 
making the stogie currency work 
well for a collection of differing 
economies. These transfers are 
likely to become a Brussels mat- 
ten Not only does social security 
spending forming 28 per cent of 
GDP on average, it is also a key de- 


mand management tool rising in 
bad times and Cabling to good 
times. A country doing well can 
help out one doing badly if wdfore 
spending can be financed across 
borders. 

The second issue is the in- 
creased transparency created by 

the 8 ingle currency. This will 
apply not just to consumer prices 
but also to tiring standards. Peo- 
ple will easily be able to compare 
their level of benefits or, crucial- 
ly, pensions. There is likely to be 
pressure to level up. It could be 
disastrous given the looming pen- 
sions burden in many Continen- 
tal countries where pensions are 
both generous and largely un- 
funded. 

The debate is one that policy- 
makers chose to ignore in the run 
up to the launch ofthe single cur- 
rency. Neither the likelihood of 
bigger budget transfers nor the 
need for pension reform was like- 
ly to win European hearts and 
minds. 

With the euro’s current trou- 
bles the discussion is hardly like- 
ly to start now. But it will in the 
end force itself to the attention of 
even the biggest ostriches in 
Emu. 


Silverstone unveils 
plan to fight off bids 




THE BRITISH Racing Drivers Club 
(BRDO unveiled ambitious plans 
sterday to unlock the value of its 
i; ; vers tone grand prix racetrack 
and keep the site, worth up to £50m, 
out of the bands of hostile bidders. 

Silverstone holds the licence from 
Bernie Ecclestone - an honorary 
member of the BRDC - to run the 
British Grand Prix until 2001, when 
the contract is due to be renegoti- 
ated. The club plans to build a £15m 
luxury hotel overlooking the race- 
track and a 400,000 square foot hi- 
tech business park next doon 
Lord Hesketh, BRDC president, 
said the plans, formulated with 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson, were 
designed to “protect the dub, pro- 
tect Silverstone and enfranchise 
the members". 


By John willcock 


Under the restructuring the core 
assets of the BRDC, chiefly the S3- 
verstone racetrack, wiD be ring- 
fenced and a board of guardians 
appointed to oversee them. 

The dub will retain the track's 
freehold and rent it to a new com- 
pany, Silverstone Circuits Group 
ISCG), which will commercialise 
the club’s operations. 

At least three parties have ex- 
pressed an interest m taking over S3- 
vgrsto ne: Ttam WaDdnshaw; owner of 
TWR; Nicola Foulston, owner of 
rival track Brands Hatch; and John 
Lewis, a former BRDC director 
The BRDC was founded after the 
Second World War for radng drivers 
such as Stilling Moss and Jack 


Brabham, and to promote British 
racing. Its emergence as a poten- 
tially hicrative bid target has taken 
many of its 834 members by surprise 
The dub’s members, comprising 
526 current and former racing dri- 
vers and 308 associated and hon- 
orary members, will be able to buy 
shares in SCG. Lord Hesketh said 
the company mRy float in around five 
years’ time, giving members such as 
Jackie Stewart, Damon Hill and 
Martin Brundie a possible payout 
“We will make a presentation to 
members at the annual meeting on 
23 April and then there will be an ex- 
traordinary meeting for them to 
vote on the proposals," said Lord 
Hesketh, who himself built Grand 
Prix cars and ran tiie team for the 
late James Hunt in the 1970s. 



Corporate Services 
board faces axe 


TheBRDC’s core assets, wortti up to £50m, wifi be ring-fenced 


THREE OF the City’s largest fund 
managers yesterday joined fbrees to 
eject most of the board of Corporate 
Services after the employment and 

t raining serv y^ mmpany Issued its 

second profit warning this month. 

Mercury Asset Management, 
M&Gand Schraders, winch together 
control 31.59 per cent o f Corpo rate 
Services, have called an extraonfioary 
general meeting to remove the com- 
pany’s chairman, commercial direr - 
tor and three non-executive directors 
after losing confidence in them. 

The drastic move followed just 
hours after Corporate Services 
warned that its operating profits for 
the year to December would be 
around £20m. Just three weeks ago, 
the company said profits would be 
about £33.5m - already well below 
market expectations. 

Corporate Services shares lost al- 


By Peter Thal Larsen 

most 10 per cent of their value on the 
news, dosing at 70p. They touched a 
high of 261p last yean 
The shareholders are understood 
to have pressed for management 

phangffK aftftr first profit reamin g, 

but were unhappy at the pace of 
change. Roger Eden, the chief exec- 
utive, resigned last Thursday but the 
chairman, Jeffrey Fbwiei; is believed 
to have refused logo. 

The shareholders were also con- 
cerned about the lack of information 
put out by the company and its ad- 
visers, Investec Henderson Crosth- 
waite, after the profit warning. 

Miohapl tho nnn-gxepiitiv p 

chairman of National Express, the 
trains and buses group, has been lined 
up to take over as a director of tiie 
company. 


CLASSIFIED 


Legal Notices 


THE SCULPTURE COMPANY 
LIMITED 

Tb* Uantvmcy Ad 1906 
NOTia S HEREBY OVEN pur- 
suant to Seaton SB of the 
1 (solvency Aa IMfr ihri a 
Meeting of Creditors of ihe 
above lurried Company will be 
hdd » Sherlock House. 7 
Kenndt Place. London W1H Iff 
on April 1999 41 2.15 pm for 
the purposes mentlonaJ in 
Seaton 99 id 101 of Vie said Ad. 

die 

. "»Y 

■nrtudr a Resolution specifying 
■he terms on which Ihe 
Uquxiaior of Liquidators' arc to 
be raiM m. -i . a ed . The Medina 
■nay also receive lofomulion 
about, or be d«l to approve, 
Ihe cost of preparing die swe- 
mert of attain and convening 
the Meeting of Oedton. 
Creditor* wshng to wte at the 
Means kxta! (heir puny. 


Resotutiom proposed al 
M w i l n g of Cmlilors i 


together with a fun Mnini of 
account at the registered office - 
Sherlock House. 7 Kennels 
Place. London W1H Iff not 
bid dun 13.00 noon on 31 S 
Match 1999. 

For the purposes of voting, a 
secured ci editor is requued 
(unless he sunenilm hts securi- 
ty) to lodge at Sherlock Hum. 7 
Kenrick Plate. London W1H 3FF 
before die meeting, a sutemm 
gtvmg particulars of ho security, 
the date when M was green and 
Ihe value al the which it h 
assessed. 

Notice is farther given dut a fa 
of die names and addresses of 
the Comparer's creditors may be 
inspected free of charge, al 
Sherlock House. 7 Kenntk 
Place. London WIH Iff 
briwren 10.00 am and 4.00 pm 
on me two business das* preced- 
ing the dale of die mating sated 
above. 

Dated *h25di of Mjrch 1999 
By Oder of the Bcuid 
P DAVIDSON DAVIS. Director 


(Companies An 1983, s 175) 

FOR5HAW 

DEVELOPMENTS 

LIMITED 


No. 901102) 

TO WHOM IT MAT CONCERN 
4 otice is hereby ghen pursuant lo 
section 175 of the Companies Ad 
1985 tat 
(1) The aNtw-iumed nwjjom has 
approved a payment out of espial k» 
the purpose of acquiring its own 
shawbypmetee. 

12) The amount ci the permesaMe 
capital payment for the shares in 
question is £35,791.14 and (he 
resolution apprmifag such payment 
out of uptla) was passed on 29 
March 199?. 

(31 The iUlatory declaration cf the 
director and the aodiroTs report 
leqirnd bv section m of Ae utd 
Aa ire MJaWe for inspection at die 
company's regsteied o?5co at York 
Chambers, Croft Road, 
Crowtuough, East Susses, TN6 1DL 
{41 An* opt#* of the company may 
al art) time wiftm the five weeks 
immediately following 29 March 
1999 apphr lo the court under 
section 1 76' of the said Aa for an 
ordes proliibt-ng the payment. 

Dared 21 Maidi 1999 
L W BRAT Ompaty Srorurv 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER tor that apodal 
ttU. 1042. 1999. mod titinamB 
(tola Mod birthday 3 *. Remem- 
ber Whan. Let 0101-763 6363. Or 
CALL FREE 0500 5i» 030. 


Bandbi Ports Limited 
Retirement Banaflte Schema 
THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 27 
OF THE TRUSTEE ACT 1923 
Bartfxi trusts of the Band ix 
Parts Limited Retirement 
Benefits Scheme (the 
Scheme - ) estabtehed by a 
Deed dated 17th January, 
1374 made between DBA (UK) 
Umtted and the then Trustees 
ot the Scheme. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that any poison having n datoi 
against or Interest in the 
Scheme which Is subject to the 
Trusts oi the abowt m enti o ned 
instrument whereat Linda 
Maurer, cjo Amed&onaJ 
Atter m amet Europe BV, 47-53 
rue Raspaill. Lavafiob-Porrat 
Codex. 92594. Franca and 
Keith Drew, do FHAM Europe 
Limbed. Uantris am. P ontydun, 
Mid Glamorgan CF72 BYU ore 
the presort Trustees to hereby 
required to send preticUars to 
wring of ha datoi or interest lo 
the dtdmdgned on or before 
31st May. 1999 after which date 
the Treatises will proceed to 
dsmbute the assets otthe Rust 
amongst the persons entitled 
thereto ha vug regard only to 
the dams end interests of 
wtuch the ertid Trustees she! 
then haw hod notice and the 
Baid Trustees wi not as 
respects the assets of the trust 
or any part Iheraol so 
distributed be liable to any 
person whose claim or merest 
they shall not then haw had 
notice. 

R. Latham. 

Secretory to the Trustees. 
Bandix Parts United 
Retirement Benefits Scheme, 
c/o Hewitt Associates, 

Prospect House, 

Abbey View. 

Si Albans. 

Herts AL1 2GU 


Ite tnfwacy Act iw 

omr trade euuhiioms* 

CONfffiNCXS (UK) LIMITED 
Taring Karec OUITEC 
Nona 6 MTOBY OWN punuM 
ip 5*aon ttoribc humr Aa 
1986 Sul a MEETING al fee CEE Dt- 
IDRSol It* tome tuned Company 
w* be held on I4di Apd 1999 al 4 
□atrinw Square. Imbn fcCIM 
UN al 1ZJU noon lor ihe purpose) 

scntontrfm Section 99 el seq of 0c 

MktltSL 

NOTC 6 rufRIDi OVEN Via 
Manner Raymond Homflgion, IBW. 
of hrnlMon A Ascttnr. 4 
Ounemoor Square. London ECIM 
UN n app om eri lo ad at if* quit- 
ted bnotacy PMoaoner punuM 
10 Section 9012X1] d rite uid Aa 
who writ brash mAn, fa* of 
d“nw. *4i wch ■wreubon am 
anwg riw Cumum'i abto m Aey 
mey rcmonaUr irawr. 

Dried rite 2M day at March 1999 
ly Order rife Board 

SVETLANA MS NEB, Director 


Chat Lines 



88 66 36 


IGaMKHAKGE tt94MU3Ai 


No. W1I48 OF L999 
IN THE HIGH COURT OP 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
BIWATER INDUS TRIES 
LIMITED 
and 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN chat the Order of 
Lhe High Court of Justice 
(Chancery Division) dated 
ibe 17lb day of Maidi 1999 
confirming ihe redaction of 
ihe issued share capital of 
the above-named Company 
from £7,500,000 to 
£4J336,I99 and the Minute 
approved by the Coun 
showing with respect lo the 
capital as altered the several 
particulars required by lhe 
above-mentioned Act were 
registered ty the Registrar of 
Companies on the 25 Ih day 
or March 1999. 

Dated this 31st day of 
March 1999 
Hertwn Smith 
Exchange House 


Primrose Street 
London EGA 2H5 
Solicitors for the Company 


Legal Notices 


No. 1637 of 1999 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
HILL SAMUEL UK 
EMERGI NG COMPANIES 
INVESTMENT TRUST PLC 
and 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT198S 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the Order of 
the High Court of Justice 
(Chancery Division) dated 
24 ih March, 1999, 
confirming redaction of the 
share premium account of 
ihe above-named Company 
from £18.926324 to 
£8,926324 (facing a 
reduction of £10,000,000) 
was registered by the 
Registrar of Companies on 
26th March, 1999. 

Dated 29th March. 1999. 
Simmons & Sim m o ns 
21 WIbon Street 
London EC2M 2TX 

Tel: 0171-628 2020 
Ref: 

5/W59042/RES/CZH/ACR 
Solicitors for lhe above- 
named Company 
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LATEX also 



for cushions & mattresses 



NEW CUSHIONS MATTRESSES 
For duirv. wilCS Made 10 manure . - 

hciich scaling etc. any sue and to A separate 2 ul deep 
Uncovered nr witb vom individual layer Ear insuin relief 
oar own fined covers. - comfort. oil a too hud bed. 

IfVBn'TMKOQJVEBED JA/HYTO YOUR 000(1 (fa 01132748102)1 

9 PHONE 0113 274 8100 

nynociiagnjiTcirtoytfg^i^nmmiit^gMrirwif^rwTgiicff. j 
l/'imsc send aaxp far cofrerr JvpdnM dr phot*. 
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I -a MUM TOR COMFORT., Dept IN2, I 
rifij'iej* Unit TVw, Wyther Lane Industrial Estate. ■ 
r ^ Wytbcr Lane. Kirkstall. Leeds LS5 3BTJ 
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DtTHEU&nCKOFTHE 

MsocvEHcyaaneti 
and the uarm or 
K. OteUARAM & SONS 
(LONDON) LIMITED 

nUQGHMUOH 
NOTICE IS HEKffiV OVEN in j 
t* 4.106 tire w*. Trarc 


of Brio Ttey. 2 GoonrinySteEL London 

WCT ■ 35T wn appniired tor Untoi 

of tiw corvwy on 23 Maidi 1999 by 


NOnCE 6 ALSO I 
ot Ibe i 


r OVEN tire ri* 
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TOa» BJZMtTH CUUGHM 
bqrebtor 

Dtori 23 Modi I9B 


TBSimoonNariiusHari 
WILLIAM LOFTOS 
UMITB» 
nuoanoKrt 

Ntma S HEREto OVMpmaH to Roll 

4.10b of ibe liadmin Un 19M dll 

Sqrirei Fankfa at Rre> Otoei FMdbi 6 
Co, 6 Bb on u bw|i Sam, londna MC1A 
2U* mi Jpptoto) ifaWbair of Oe toarc 
wri Conyanyjxi 24 March 1999 by 
MenbrsaneCeMWl. 

Dwd 24 Maidi 1999 
5TBHW HUMUN l^ndtor 


Opportunities 


Doolfln ter buobwaa: wo doolgn 
Intomre Homo Pogm lor yore 
tioteL hoHay propwty, buriiMoo, 
ore. TW 01429 4Q2132 or E-man 



To 

advertise 
in the 
Classified 
section 
please call 
Siobhan 
McCaul 
on 0171 
293 2347. 


The UK’s Biggest PC Retailer 


Tine cut out the rrtekfleman to 
offer you smaziig priras tflrect 
via our own stores. 

■fWs7»nB4QMc FamBy PC+ 
package oomes complete wflh 
PC, Famly + pack, printer, 
scanner, office software suite and 
much more for just £729+ VAT 
Buy the EXEC model now and 
pay nothing usi AprS 2000, with 
our No Deposit, Interest 
Free Option! 

400-2c™ + 

• Mol Cthron procosBor 400UHz 
« 64Mb SDRMI • S4Gb HmJ M 

• BMb ATI ® AORfl Qqridcs 

• 32x CDflOM Drtre . 3D PO WhHWMannt 

• 14" d^ol cotour sown •12SKcacta 

• SSK RC> vomlMMa modom 

• Mriandarikauwlndiaingi+ai) floppy dire, 

Wtadnw SB. KantiowO. Maws. Mdm atewHaoowy 
dM, MMm S rt retonn teotop C0« 

433-2c Model 

Ai ribon btri toft haM-433IMi Orinen fmcrem 

KLieb hold ririn M U* renrei E30 4- WT - Ctt 

450-3d DVD Model 

Mdute WMt AMD KS2 SO OSMHt pmwn St» eoctift 
3D NOW1 MCtndogy. « DVOfiOU (Ms, W wrean and brgw 
iMGb ired drit EB0B fto WfT I dri. -OT&78 KM pitoa ha 
Wtdri. 

katodi 6 tap gam loyalck, gancpal 
rrienphom. rt 13 Mi CO BM hr )«i £99 (jus 
VWT-C1 «33 Erirn. 

FMMIcate 4M:M'see»ir8f-.«ND(WirS« 

4CD* Vf m 4SMc W sa «M0 DID V 345 



Our promise: 

toyouj 


^BaJespeO^Wtw-:;'" 

':4\ 


r. ^ndddanan eskteat 

ofoptr^utefs-: - 


^^weproti^ilyhaye 
time store with- sac* : V 


Wtehia ariSna wmuoiaf 

renew** MThten 

.T.-'.-teripriUtiN*' 

MBEMaapm. 


rtmMItadMi.nw 

nrrt flrw flri ^ . .~ 

^ ■ ^ri K i re te r^ MS?/. . 

It*, w* pyi rertamswis. ; 


we’re on your side 

Mnet order Hne RrMphao* -'OVBT 120 stores nationwide Qpon tats ewrydsy — - 

0800771107 E-EF & 

kin:llgaMU0H4im.SHBi»arei S' tSSt kg- top SBT S2T ySn SST 


The ownrd vvlnning PC raanufricturer 
tlic UK - '' i.Trgciil PC r«l.,iler. 
NOW OPEN V. : SLCEVViTER S SYFLEF 


Opwc KM n i i. 3 0i T pi, sa aw^pti 

StekBnkHohtayalOKHpii 
Oflor mh 7th April 


fets sT s£ B S"ia. 5 

5 tr ar ssn » Bre&.Br ss 


Par dataHs of your noarest store 

Freephone 

08003162317 

UmafiM Son opM Sreo-Tm Merydoy 


— urewre n manw uwii r — , 
i ■ ■ — i ni rei M U »■— »iBM«cgrire hm, I n 

inata»nMCta«pi>M^a. IM. 
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Cautious Emap 
feels the heat 


emap, the publisher and ratio 
ji Broadcaster; seems to have 
9. embarked on a policy of talk- 
ing down its shares. TTiey feD 

61p to lJ220p following what 
was described as “cautious?’ in- 
vestment meetings that 
prompted some analysts to 
reduce profit es timates 
The former East Midlands 

Allied Press had the dubious 
distinction of hAarfmg the list 
of Footsie fellers; only last 
week the shares joined the 
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Market 

Report 



Derek 

Pain 


recent strong performance 
and expansion moves. 

The market seemed to get 


playing down expectations for 
its recent US arqiiigiHqn and 
was painting to the tough com- 
petition it faced in the domes- 
tic magazine market Analysts 
fretted about the lannr^ of 


Circulation appeared to be 
well below expectations and 
the publication could be a drag 
cm next year’s performance. 


MEARS, the maintenance 
services group, is 
expected to produce 
profits of £1.2ai this year 
after lifting last year’s 
figure by 26 per cent to 
£821,000. Group turnover 
rose by 25 per cent to 
£19.5 ul 

Eaglet Investment 
Trust, the small company 
specialist run by Peter 
Webb, has moved into 
Mears, picking up a 12 per 
cent interest in the group, 
taking the total 
institutional shareholder 
representation to around 
50 per cent of the capital. 


BT AlexJ3rown, die com- 
pany’s stockbroker was among 
those to lower profit estimates. 
Hferburg union Read reduced 
its target price to l^OOp from 
l^OOp. Morgan Stanley cut its 
profits forecast to £l60m fix- the 
year ending today, with a 
ei 99m estimate for the follow- 
ing year It lifted its target 
price to l,400p. Last year file 
group produced profits of 

El 42m 

Mirror, the newspaperpub- 
tisher in the takeover arena, 
showed Emap (and others) 
how to strengthen their shares 
- get an Internet connection. 
The price rose 6p to 21lp after 
it revealed it had formed an in- 
teractive services division of- 
fering free Internet access. 

Footsie, for once, ignored a 
weak Newark efisplay dosing 
with a modest 112-point gain 
to 6£ftLL Supporting incEces 
were firm. Once again trading 
was busy with the usual end- 
March considerations, plus the 
late rush into PEPs, encour- 
aging another day of high 

share volume. 

Hopes of lower interest 
rates continued to circulate and 


the market confidently looked 
forward to another round of 
corporate activity with the BP 
Amoco deal with Atlantic Rich- 
field expected to be announce 
today as well as Imperial 
Chemical Industries’ £2hn sell- 
ofE But slim hopes that. Jjto- 
terprise 03 will finally tie the 
knot with Lasmo were clashed 
after the market dosed when 
thefr merger talks, to nobody’s 
surprise, were caDed oft 

BP firmed 2p to i,0T9p; Id 
shaded to 560p; Enterprise 
rosel45pto367ipandLasmo 
Slipped 1.75p to 133.75p. 

SmithKfine Beecham, re- 
flecting hopes of drugs lad 
fever, rose 36-5p to 892p; 
Zeneca, as its mega-meiger 
with Sweden's Astra was about 
to be sealed, hit a 2£45p peak, 
up nop. 

PHkingfoa, the glass group, 
remained high on the specu- 
lative list, gaining 4p (after 
R5p) on talk of an overseas 
strike. 

Centrica, the gas group, 
feS 425p to 109p as Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell placed 41 mil- 
lion shares sold by two 
institutions. 

Storehouse, the BhS retail 
chain, continued to attract sup- 
port as \rin^)ers(rfa US strike 
again went the rounds. The 
shares rose 85p to 145p in brisk 
trading. But Safeway’s flirta- 
tion with the speculators 
ended, at least for the time 
being, with the shares aff9.75p 
at244p. 

Boots was another to feel an 
analytical kick. Hie price fell 
28.5p to 892p after Merrill 
Lynch turned cautious, citing 
a slowdown in margin growth. 

Bid action -fact and fiction 
-wasagain evident on the un- 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


dercard. Stanley Leisure, a 
shade lower at 297.5p, agreed 
a 85p-a-share oflierfor Capital 
Corporation, the casino oper- 
ator little (hanged at 81p. 
Adscene, the publisher; rose 
3&5p to 199p after r ep ortin g a 
bid approach. 

Even pubs chain. Inn Busi- 
ness, plted by Enterprise Inns 
in favour of Century Inns, man- 
aged a 3p gain to 6&5p Wa- 
terfall, the snooker group, 
made another attempt to pot 
European Leisure, saying it 
had made a lOOp share ex- 
change offer; European, seek- 
ing to merge with, Allied 
Losure, rejected fee “indica- 
tive” tad. Waterfall was the 
only one of the trio to move,los- 
ing L5p to 58p. 

Brest International, the 
chemical group; fen 4-5p to 
&5p as some investors grew 
tired of waiting fia'ihe long run- 
ning takeova- talks to produce 
a result There is also a grow- 
ing suspicion that the negoti- 
ations have hit problems and 


MACRO 4, the software 
group where new 

managMnpnt is Jq char ge, 

should lift profits in the 
year to June by around 
£2m to £2 625m, believes 
stockbroker Greig 
Middleton. Its analysts, 
Jody Stewart and Dominic 
Wilson, are going for £29m 
next year. 

The company’s shares 
are tightly held, but the 
analysts believe the group 
could be tempted to go 
along the takeover trail 
and increase its capital by 
offering shares for 
acquisitions. 



may soon be called oft 

f i fiihge , an engineeri ng ser- 
vkxs group, added A5p to 2A5p 
as a management buyout was 
mooted. Devra, a sausage skin 
maker, gfaried 19p to 142p on 
talk of an mbo. 

Taylor Nelson Satires, the 
information and marketing 
group, was busOy traded an 
vague talk of corporation ac- 
tion, gaining L25p to 138p. 
MeBBnMfiii,wlifcfo has en- 
joyed speculative flurries in the 
past, firmed 75p to l,625p. 

Oriental Restaurants, with 
six outlets in the C% talked (rf 
tough trading and its shares fell 
l&Spto I372p. Habna, the en- 
gineei; lost 25p to 965p after 
HSBC made cautious noises. 

The expected profits gloom at 

Corporate Services lowered 

the shares 6L5p to np. 

AEA Technologies contin- 
ued to suffer from its warning 
that profits wOl be flat, faffing 
a further 3&5p to 34&5p. The 
shares have been as high as 
L030p in the past 12 months. 

SEAQ VOLUME: L09 biifion 
SEAQ TRADES: n/a 
GUTS INDEX: 11326 -OM 


¥ 


i 55T 


TffiaoverW’ 


COMPANY RESULTS 

IFS 


Pre-tax |£) 


DMdend 


~?SfSf 


XhBv 


BarlM (F) 5.85W ft*") 

ttteeC — tt tt a— lff) 80S6m (4237m) 

CUtan(F] 24 05m p7.88m) 

CnhK Property Gram (F) 3S.49raP4.06m) 
GntartlaunmHaUttgiOT -(-I . 

HMtopOT 482901 (46.74m) 

Hewtoe-Strart (F) 279.7m (2963m) 

HgMn i DUtera (1) 1 12.4m (173.7m) 

HMhMg (F) B5m (loan) 

HuU|S1tateBkvr(F) 100£7m (KL57m) 
t Betto Gn*p (F) 3.94m (3. Mm) 
iPm(F) 201.732m (211262m; 

runted (1) 5«m (51.8m) 

lhnflnW<F) t9.B3m (15 fam) 

RMMU Bratton (F) 61.S5m J50-5Sm) 

Bate Grow (F) l.KCbn (1M5tt» 

5%5n 422.B4H1 (420J7tt) 

Stete RoUtanc (SP) l8.620ml18S66m) 

Zerfo Ha Ma p (SP) 9.88m (lllttn) 

(FJ-ftal (1) • Inertt - Uuxixft (SP) - Sflfl Period (N) - «na Mojt7® 


0.938m (2.20m) 
835m P83m) 
8.6m (5.1m) 

a25m{125ni) 
8.91m (7.13m) 
641m P57m) 
41.3m (36 6m) 
215m (25.1m) 
iHIOm (DS3Bm) 
1436m (11.49m) 
■2.49m (-laSra) 
52.043m (42418m) 
11.1m 115.4m) 
0S21m(D^2m) 
1799m (10.77m) 
962m (68.1m) 
4.62m (7^2m) 
-18556m [-20.650m) 
•5.173m ( 


UB0[5JM«) 
4*pjp) 
7.6ppp) 
12a0p t1107p) 
7J7p(9A5p) 
20.1p(222« 
io50p pump) 
11 Jp (12 5p) 
1098p.C14.77p) 
1lS0pp.16p) 
-115P (-150) 
15.73p f13.09p) 
3P (4-2p) 
1J8PC123rt 
3931P P4.89p) 
9Jp(7^» 
5p(9.7p) 
-23.6P (-206p} 
SIS9 (-l.lp) 


25p|25p) 

222p(15p) 

-(-) 

4.72p (451 p) 
i2p(lBp) 
lip Clip) 
IflfipPJOp) 
2Jp(Z2» 
7p (-) 

330p (3.1te) 
-H 

350pPp) 
055p(052c) 
0.4p (D32p) 
19p (14p) 
4Jp(4p) 
7-lp d3p) 

:8 


25.0599 

24J&99 

OBJB90 

080899 

160690 

080799 

07.0899 

2405.3) 

010799 

21.0590 

050590 

010799 

140599 

25.0699 


120499 

120499 

040599 

04OS99 

170699 

040599 

fin 

120499 

tts 

04.0599 

120490 

120499 

120499 

28.0499 


Investment 


Rugby’s £250m sell-off 
permits Scancem bids 


BY FRANCESCO GUEBBEBA 

RUGBY, Britain’s third-biggest 
cement producer is to use the 
proceeds of a £250m disposal 

programme to bid fin: assets in 
Scaneem, the Nordic building 
matprials giant 

The UK group yesterday 
pleased the City with radical 
plans to sell all its joinery and 
materials businesses to focus on 
cement and lime operations. 

Rugby said it was in ad- 
vanced talks with Jeld-Wen, a 
private US company, over the 
sale of its US, UKand AustraGan 
joinery companies, which make 
doors and windcrwframes, and 
its US cfistxibution subsidiary. 
The disposals are likely to net 
Rugby over £25Qm- TbeywiD in- 
volve the loss of £70Qm of sales, 
70 per cent of group tumovec 

The chief executive, Peter 
Johnson, said the sale s would 
Tipip Rugby make famatfa into 
the global cement market “The 
ramont Tndn s try js Tib> a jungle 
and you cannot go into the jun- 
gle with one eye on the joinery 
business,” he said. 

Rinds raised will enable 

‘ Rnghy tn par ticipate m ftip gn e - 


RUGBY : AT A GLANCE 


Market value: £735.3m. share price 1 T3p (+2p) 

Five-year record 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Turnover (Ebn) - 
Pre-tax profits (£rn) 

Earnings per share {p) . 

Dividends per share (p) 


1.01 

1.14 

1.19 

1.07 

1.02 

76.1 

45.8 

53.9 

68.1 

98.2 

8.1 ' 

A. 5 

5.4 

7.4 

9-8 

3.6 

3.6 

3.6 

4.0 

4.3 


Turnover by activity 

Em 

^ Australian cement 

603 


Australian Joinery 
53-9 



US distribution 
382-5 


Share price 

pence 

160 



1994 95 96 97 98 1999 


tion for Scancem, owner of Cas- 
tle Cement, the second-ranked 
UK cement maker The Scan- 
dinavian company is being sold 
by its joint owners, Skanska of 
Sweden and Aker of Norway. 
The sale has attracted interest 


from European building mate- 
rials groups, mrtnffing CRH Of 
Ireland, France’s Lafarge and 
British group RMC. 

Analysts believe Rugby will 
not be able to buy the whole 
group, but could bid fix* its east 


European assets. Scancem 
owns firms in Finland, the Baltic 
States and Poland, which fit 
with Rugby’s Polish business. 

The UK company could also 
buy parts of Castle Cement, 
although buying the entire 
group would be blocked on com- 
petition grounds. 

News of the sales and po- 
tential purchases overshad- 
owed Rugby's 1998 results. The 
group posted a small increase 
in operating profit to £76An on 
sales down 4 per cent to £L02bn. 

Analysts said the restruc- 
turing rased the chance of a bid 
for Rugby “[After the disposals] 
they are a very tidied-up com- 
pany. If there is a predator, 
Rugby is doing all the dirty 
work for them,” said David Tay- 
lor of Tteather & Greenwood. 

After the sale of Castle Ce- 
ment, Rugby will be the only 
large UK cement producer 
available to buy. It could attract 
European giants such as La- 
ferge and CRH, believe analysts. 
Profit forecasts for 1999 and the 
p/e ratio are now academic; but 
given &e bid prospects Rugby's 
shares, op 2p to 11 3p yesterday; 

are a good speculative bpy. 


Selfridges to review Highland in £800m 
Oxford Street site link-up with Remy 


SELFRIDGES, the department 
store c o n ), is to undertake a 
review of its flagship Oxford 
Street ritemLandoo asaflOQm 
seven-year refiiibishznent pro- 
gramme nears completion. 

In addition to the upgraded 
90-year-old store, the site in- 
dudes Selfridges Hotel, a car 
park and several floors of office 
and warehouse space that may 
be better used as retafl selling 
space. An update is expected at 
the time of the company’s 
interim results in September. 

The announcement came as 
Selfridges announced better- 
than-espected fuB-year results 
following its demerger from 
Sears last summer 

Hading profits were 14 per 
cent ahead at £24^m, exduding 
£7.6m of exceptional charges 
arising from the demerger 
There ^ was further good news on 
current trading; sales at the 


By Nigel Cope 
Associate City Editor 

Oxford Street shop are ahead by 
7percentonafikE-for-Hkebasis. 

Sales at the new store at 

Trafford Park in Wandipsfer 
are ahead of expectations, with 
a profit contribution of £40(X000 
in the first 20 weeks’ trading. 

But analysts said that if Sel- 
fridges had to pay rent on the 
Oxford Street store, where it 
owns the freehold, the group 
would barely be breaking even. 

The shares - up by 8p to a 
new high of250pyesterday-are 
trading on a forward multiple of 
19 times current-year earnings 
forecasts, a level that is starting 
to look quite high. On the pins 
side, the S.6 per cent stake held 
by British Land offers bid sup- 
port, as does the Oxford Sreet 
freehold valuation of 212p per 
share. A weak hold, say analysts. 


HIGHLAND DISTILLERS, the 
scotch matei; yesterday moved 
to boost its presence in the glob- 
al drinks market with a £800m 
distribution agreement with 
the French group Remy Coin- 
treau and Jim Beam of the US. 

The joint venture wfll oper- 
ate in all major markets outside 
the US to promote and distrib- 
ute premium brands, including 
Remy Martin cognac, Fhmous 
Grouse and Macallan whiskies, 
Jim Beam bourbon and Piper 
Hwrifijppir champagne. 

Highland said the deal would 
“significantly” cut distribution 
costs and boost sales. But it is 
set tolead to some job losses in 
toe three groups’ 150-strong 
UK distribution workforce. It 
also deepens ties between High- 
land and Remy; the French 
group already owns 9.4 per cent 
of highland, which in turn con- 
trols 2 per cent of Remy 


BY FRANCESCO GUEBRERA 


Under toe joint venture, 
which will have turnover of 
£80Qm, the three partners will 
ej«*h inject assets and eflgh 
worth £75m Highland will putin 
its distribution network and 
sales force, valued at £45m, and 
£30m cash. The funds will come 
from the repayment of a £90m 
bond from Remy Cointreau. 

News of the venture offset 
Hi ghland 's disappointing in- 
terims, s ending the shar es 05p 
higher to 232p. Pre-tax profits 
slipped 6 per cent to £23J>m as 
d emand for cheap er whiskies 
was hit by the Asian down- 
turn. Anal^ts downgraded fbU- 
year forecasts from £45m to 
£42m, leaving the shares on a 
forward multiple of about 10. 
With the new deal they are 
worth holding despite the un- 
certain market conditions. 


In Brief 

Zergo to get dual 
listing on Nasdaq 

zergo, the Internet security 

software group, is preparing to 

deliver a snub to the Stock 
Exchange by obtaining a dual 
listing cm Nasdaq, toe US 
exchange, in the next year. 
The company said it was 
selecting a bank to advise it on 
the listing, which is likely to be 
combined with a fundraising. 
The Stock Exchange’s new 
information technology sector 
is due to go live tins week. 

BT go-ahead 

THE EUROPEAN CoHUXUSSUD 
yesterday cleared the alliance 
between British Telecom and 
AT&T, opening the way far the 
$lObn t£6.2bn) joint venture to 
start trading later this 
summer The deal was cleared 
after AT&T agreed to sell its 
UK division, ACC, and agreed 
to a “greater structural 
separation” from Ttelewest, 
the cable operator of which it 
owns 22 percent 

Iferranova says no 

TERRANOVA FOODS 

repeated its rejection of 
Unigate's £228J5m hostile bid 
yesterday but conceded that 
price is the key issue rather 
than strategic logic. 

Unveiling its defence 
document, Temmova said 
the 125p cash offer 
undervalued the company 
and failed to recognise the 
importance of its position in 
growing chilled foods 
markets and the strategic 
value of its continental 
European operations. 

Scotia upbeat 

SCOTIA EXPECTS to move into 
profit in three years, the drug 
development company said 
yesterday as it unveiled a 
£23.6m loss far 1998, down 
from a 126.6m loss in 1997. The 
company expects Fbscan. its 
photo senatisfag drug which is 
injected at the rite iff tumours 
and then exposed directly to a 
laser that destroys canoerous 
cells, to come to the US 
market next yean 

Elementis 

IN YESTERDAY’S newspaper 
a brief item ntistakftnly 
appeared under the heading 
“Elementis shock”, which said 
that the company had issued a 
profit warning and that the 
shares had l06t 27 per cent in 
value. In feet, tins was a 
version of a story which 
appeared in November 1998. 
Elementis shares were 
unchanged on Monday at 93p. 
Vfe apologise for this error 


Philip Green PEOPLE AND 
sets off alarm BUSINESS 


SEVERAL SELFRIDGES peo- 
ple were recalling yesterday 
how they first encountered 
Philip Green, the man who 
bought the Sears stores chain 
a couple of months ago. 

Of course, Sears and Self- 
ridges demerged a year ago, 
but they continue to share 
offices on the top floor of the Ox- 
ford Street department store. 

When Sears succumbed to 
Mr Green’s hostile bid the 
Selfridges staff realised they 
faced the risk of bumping into 
the corporate raider in the 
lift. 

In fact, this didn't happen. 
The only evidence of Mr 
Green’s presence was the fire 
alarm, which kept going off 
when he entered the building. 
Apparently Mr Green’s cigars 
ware the problem. 

But that seems to have 
stopped. As one Selfridges in- 
sider said yesterdayr^Maybe 
Mr Green is a bit more relaxed 
now.” 


By John 
Willcock 



Barclays’ yanks 

AND SO another American flies 
in to help rebuild the fortunes 
of Barclays Bank. 

Robert Hunter, a native of 
New Jersey is joining Barclays 
as managing director of its 

w p-j ilto managom prif h »igir>P«s i 

after three years at the helm of 
Standard & Poor's financial in- 
formation services. 

Mr Hunter; who previously 
spoit 28 years with Chase Man- 
hattan, will be joining in May. 

He is well known to Bar- 
clays’s new chief executive, fel- 
low American Mike O’NeiD, 
who himself arrives to assume 
command of the banting group 
on Monday week. 

What with Bob Diamond 
running the bank’s investment 


banking arm, Barclays Capital, 
the post-Martin Tbyior Bar- 
clays is tu rning into something 
of an American dub. 

I wonder what the bank’s 
Quaker founders from the Eng- 
lish Midlands - the Cobbdds, 
Gurneys, Goslings and Bux- 
tons -would have made of it afl. 

Mr Hunter succeeds Steve 
Furness, who is leaving Bar- 
clays after 27 years with the 
bank. 

StxBL ohfy 49, Mr FUrness is 
looking far a laigerjob, possibly 
in financial services. 

DTI panel 

E^GHT NEW members have 
been appointed to the panel 
that is maintained by the De- 
partment of Tfrade and Industry 


for dealing with newspaper 
mesgersthatare referred to the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission CMMC). 

When amerger is referred to 
the MMC, up to three members 
. of the panel may be seconded to 
the MMC to help decide on that 
particular deaL 

The new panel members in- 
dude Eve Pollard, former 
editor erf the Sunday Mirror, 
Professor Donald TVelford, 
ex-editor of The Observer, and 
Charles Wilson, former man- 
aging director of Mirror Group 
and a former editor of The 
Independent 

Kim Howells, the Parlia- 
mentary Under Secretary of 
State for Competition and 
Consumer Affairs, has also 
appointed five others: Sarwar 
Ahmed, who founded Eastern 
Eye in 1989; Linda Christmas, 
director of the post-graduate 
course in newspaper journal- 
ism at City University; Lon- 
don; William Gibson, former 
managing director of Finan- 
cial Times Business Informa- 
tion; Gerry Holbrook, former 
managing director of York- 
shire Post Newspapers, and 


Joyce Hoplrirk, the former 
launch editor of Cosmopoli- 
tan. 

On toe move 

DR DAVID ITPRIC HARD, who 
stepped down as chairman of 
research and development at 
Smith Kline Beecham recently 
after only 18 months in the job, 
has popped up as a non-exec- 
utive director erf RiboTargets, a 
Cambridge-based biotechnolo- 
gy company. 

Dr UTri chard, 50, was in- 
teraational research director at 
Zeneca Pharmaceuticals be- 
tween 1994 and 1997, when he 
moved to SmithKhne Beecham 

RiboTargets was formed in 
Juty 1997 to commercialise rev^ 
olutionary developments in the 
understanding of RNA, the link 
between the genetic informa- 
tics contained in DNA and pro- 
tein synthesis. 

The company is involved in 
developing a range of drugs to 
combat HIV and Hepatitis C. 

E-mail: j.wiBcockfgiridepen- 
dentco.uk 
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My job is not to look after me but the nippers who want to do what I did in 1954-55, and go to every home match’ 

Banks busy playing great games 



THE 

Brian viner 
® Interview 


ACCORDING TO The Wit and Wis- 
dom qTRmyBanks (Robson Books, 
£7.99), the left-wing NIP’S response 
when Tbny Blair phoned to ask if he 
fended becoming Minister ibr Sport 
was: “Is the Pope Catholic?” I can 
now exclusively reveal that this is 
untrue. Fbi; in a rather grand com- 
mittee room at the House of Com- 
mons, Banks fills me in on the 
precise details of his exchange with 
Blair Tm not an ambitious politi- 
cian,” he explains. *Tve never been 
much of a team player Tm a bit 
semi-detached, as they say. {hadn’t 
even supported his leadership bid. 
So it caught me completely on the 
•.hop" What did he actually say, 
*jten? “I think that my exact words 
were: ‘Rick me*!” 

Not the wittiest or wisest res- 
ponse, perhaps, but at least an hon- 
est one. And a brace of words, 
moreover; that must have echoed 
round Westminstei; if not the coun- 
tiy, when Banks’ appointment was 
announced. For; as he is the first to 


‘I've never been much of 
a team player. I'm a bit 
semi-detached. I hadn't 
even supported Tony 
Blair's leadership bid' 


admit, the dapper 55-yearold MPfor 
West Ham is not known for toeing 


dependent photographer arrives. 
Ik shows just how unpredictable he 
is. EGs right profile, he tells us, is bet- 
ter than his lefL 

Retuming for a moment to The 
WSt and Wisdom ofRmy Banks, the 
Sports Minister is quoted as saying 
that *7 couldn’t possibly emulate foe 
feats of one DMellnr Since the great 
days of Jimmy Greaves, it’s the 
only time anyone’s managed to 
score five times in a Chelsea shirt 
The question we were all a s kin g , of 
course, is did they change ends at 
half-time?" 

Whether or not he was correctly 
quoted, this is a reference, as every- 
one knows, to foe extramarital frol- 
ics of Ids fellow Chelsea fen David 
Mefloc Tb me. Banks points out that 
compared with his own 45-year love 
tt&mMeHor is “with great respect, 
fa relative newcomer to Chelsea”. 
But never mind football allegiances, 
or even Antonia de Sancha. I am 
eager to know what Banks realty 
thinks of Melka; head of football's so- 
called Tbsk fbrce. Sbc except in then- 
regard far Gianlaca Vialli’s squad 
rotation system, they are hardly 
soul-mates. 

“I proposed his appointment to 
the Task Force," says Banks. “From 
apolitical point erf' view it would have 
been easier to find someone else. 


Chelsea wrong 
to retain Rix 

Sir. Writing as a Chelsea 
supporter who desperately 
vpts to see his club win as 
MRry trophies as possible, I find 
the club’s attitude over Graham 
Rut’s conviction totalty 
incom pre hensible. X can only 
wonder if Chelsea's more than 
generous stance towards the 
disgraced coach would be so 
understanding if the girl in 
question had been Mr Bates’ 
15-year-old daughter. I think not 
Parents of apprentices and 
junior players at Chelsea FC 
should be sleeping uncomfortably 
at the thought of a registered sex 
offender possibly coming mto 
contac t with their children once 
he has served his time. 

Bill Shankty’s adage about “life 
ted death" and football would 
teem totally out of sync with 
today’s moral code. In fact I 
should imag ine he is turning m 
his grave at some of the current 
so-called heroes- 
So, come on Chelsea, “play up 
and do the decent thing. Admit 







Tony Banks has courted controversy as Minister for Sport but not even his detractors would deny that he has a formidable appetite for the job Robert HaSam 


But it was a choice for football. We 
wanted someone with ministerial 
experience, with a knowledge of 
football and a feeling for football, and 
someone who knew how for gov- 
ernment could go. We also wanted 
someone with a platform, which 
David had with Six&Six [the Radio 
Five Live phone-in]. 

“Love him or hate him, he does 
have a useful position in the game. 
And I’ve been very grateful for the 
enormous amount of work he has 
done without any remuneration 
but a lot of insults. When I look at 
the quality of the Task Force's 
reports, I think my choice has been 
vindicated. I am perfectly happy 
with it" 

TJfep- Mellon. Backs is more used 
to receiving brickbats than bou- 
quets. In particular he was slated, 
as was his boss Tony Blair; for in- 
terfering in Vaffaire Hoddle. But 
there is a sense in which he is 
damned if he offers his opinion on 
sporting issues and damned if he 


doesn’t, and he is jolty pleased with 
me fin: pointing this out 
‘Tfou’ve put your finger on it,” he 
says. “Actually it was the ^depen- 
dent who first phoned me up on the 
Friday night to ask about Glam Hod- 
dle, and I tried to keep out of it But 
by the next day there was such a con- 
troversy ragtag, and so all I said was 
that I thought his position was be- 
coming untenable You can interpret 
that as you wilL At no point (fid I say 
he should resign. I know Glenn 
Hoddle pretty well. He is a decent 
guy. But he got out of his depth. And 
although he is folly entitled to his 
opinion, it was dangerous to talk 
about reincarnation when his source 
was not some learned religion but 
a faith-healer who was herself 
unable to explain what it was all 
about I heard an interview in which 
she suggested that a child starving 
in Africa could have been Hitler in 
a previous life. That’s a statement 
which, at the very least can be 
grotesquely misinterpreted.” 


Ten minutes has passed and still 
the great controversialist has said 
nothing particularly controversial, 
even if some folk might quibble 
with foe view that David MeUor is a 
boon to football. In an attempt to up 
foe ante, I ask Banks to expand on 
a remark attributed to him to the 
effect that darts should become an 
Otympic sport 

“Don't laugh at me for saying it 
should be,” he says, “tell me why it 
shouldn’t be. I think if s perfectly rea- 
sonable. Darts is a very good sport 
and millions of people play it 
Archery is a recognised Olympic 
sport, after all And the definition of 
what is sport is highty subjective. I 
have fought to have chess recog- 
nised as a sport and it is not a 
semantic point because once it is 
recognised as a sport it can receive 
Sports Council money. Besides, 
sports go in and oat of feshion. Not 
many people know that we are still 
the Olympic tug-of-war champions, 
having won gold medals in 1908 


and 1912 or whatever France, 
believe it or not are still the Olympic 
champions at cricket Well, it's no 
more ridiculous having darts in the 
Olympics than tug-of-war” 

The idea of men shaped like 
JoctyWflson and Leighton Rees try- 
ing to cKmh foe Olympic podium — 
of a Sid TOtddell murmuring “he’s 
just three arrers away from Olympic 
gold, but first, a sip of lager" - is, I 
have to say, irresistible. Banks has 
won me over completely. But, even 
if I had wanted to take issue, it would 
not have been easy. For he talks 
about ne a rl y e v er ythi ng with passion 
verging on vehemence, combined 
with a pofitiriarfs unwavering self- 
belief. 

“Without doubt, sport is one of 
the strongest motivating forces 
within a community, be ita village, 
a town, a city ora country," be con- 
tinues. “Even if you are not neces- 
sarily interested in sport, you still 
feel foe vibes of sporting success, 
for instance when England beat 


South Africa at rugby. And we all 
saw the scenes when France won 
the World Cup. Here was a country 
not really addicted to football, and 
divided by racism, fielding the most 
ethnically mixed team imaginable 
and uniting the country in a way 
politicians could only dream about 
Tm not suggesting that politicians 
use sport, although some have. I am 
suggesting that we put more 
resources in and give it a higher 
political priority. But sport needs a 
more effective lobby. If I have to do 
a deal with the devil, I will get an 
effective lobby." 

Hang on. Who’s this devil exactly. 
Tony Blair? Margaret Thatcher? 
Arsene Wenger (“I would rather (fie 
than go to Arsenal" - Tony Banks, 
Hansard, 5 May, 1994)? Disap- 
pointingly Banks plays a straight 
bat “The devil is inside you," he 
explains. “But there are other prob- 
lems. Sport is so much bigger than 
it used to be, so enormous demands 
are being made of structures root- 


Sports letters 

Post letters to Sports Desk at 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London G14 5DL and include a daytime telephone number. Faxes to 0171 293 2894 or 
e-mail to sport@independent.co.uk E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


you made a mistake like your 
errant coach and put right the 
moral wrong you have committed 
to help football repair its 
tarnished image. 

LUIS MELVILLE 
Northolt, 

Middlesex 

Bad role model 

Sir: The alacrity with which 
Chelsea FC reassured Graham 
Rix that his job would be waiting 
for Him when he gets out of 
prison, after being convicted of 
having unlawful sex and indecent 
assault, was yet another 
depressing indication of the lack 
of any moral dimension in 
footbaD’s world view. 

The game has become little 
more than a machine for making 
money As part of this process, it 

premotes an aggressive and ^ 
sc ipsistic model of “maleness , 


characterised by petulant and 
foul-mouthed immaturity on foe 
pitch and arrogant, sometimes 
violent, behaviour off it 

As ever-more obscene amounts 
of money pour into the pockets of 
the relatively small number of 
people at the top end of foe game, 
so everything becomes excusable. 
The men who play the game, the 
golden geese, are always “the 
lads”, and every appalling piece of 
behaviour particularly towards 
women, is portrayed as high 
spirits or, at the worst, a 
peccadillo, forgivable after a few 
mumbled, shamefaced platitudes - 
on television. After all, the crowds 
love it, so who cares? 

We should not be surprised, 
however; if our young males, who 
are genially encouraged to have 
an unhealthy obsession with “the 
game” from foe age of four or five 
upwards, do not just ape the 
violent and triumphafist 


behaviour of their heroes, but 
adopt some of their more 
unattractive attitudes as weH 
Now that it has became de 
rigueur for foe middle classes to 
proclaim their footballing 
credentials at every opportunity 
and dress little Sam and Toby in 
their favourite dub's garish strip, 
Fm afraid the prep schools of the 
land may be in for a good deal of 
unacceptable off-the-ball 
behaviour 
COLIN JORDAN 
Chiswick, 

London 

Over the top 

Sir Casting a fleeting glance at 
this week’s newspapers, people 
may have been confused into 
thinking that England had just 
won foe fbotbaU Worid Cup, not 
completed a 3-1 win over Poland, 
a team 16 places below them in 


the world rankings. A better team 
than Poland would have exposed 
England’s weak fall-backs. 

In October; after a goalless 
draw a gainst B ulgaria , a team 
just three places below Poland in 
the Fife rankings, the press called 
for Glenn Hoddle’s head and 
supporters were left questioning 
if England would quality. We 
should still question. Both 
Sweden and, it can be argued, 
Poland, are in better positions to 
quality than England. 

Are the press so naJve that a 
victory ensures we are world 
beaters, and a loss relegates us to 
the sidelines? 

For Keegan, if this is the 
pandemonium that surrounds a 
victory in the first of his four . 
internationals, fehat will happen if 
he wins all four? Perhaps he is 
employing a similar fortun e teller 
to Hoddle. The headlines 
following Hoddle’s first match in 


charge, a 3-9 victory away in 
Moldova, were similar to those 
Keegan is experiencing now. 
GARY JACOB 
St Catherine’s College, 

Chrfbrd 

Handled badly 

Sir: The second goal scored by 
Paul Scholes in the Poland game 
was; quite dearly, handball and 
should not have been allowed, yet 
Kevin Keegan was reported to 
have said something along the 
lines o£ “I don't care how he (fid 
it I was just glad to see it go in.” 

No doubt this sentiment will be 
echoed by the red-tops and all 
other like-minded exponents of 
“the glorious game”. Are these 
the same people who disparaged 
Mr Maradona's effort with such 
venom? No, surety not. 

PJ HILL 
Liverpool 


ed m foe I9fo century We gave many 
modern sports to the world, but we 
haven’t moved on structurally. 
That’s why there are problems with 
the administration oF football of 
rugby union, rugby league, snook 
en.. I keep telling the governing bod- 
ies that they need to put for more 
pressure on government to win 
more resources. There aren't many 
government ministers who say: 
’Put more pressure on me’.” 

Indeed Not even the detractors 
of Tony Banks would deny that he 
has a formidable appetite for his job, 
and is moved by a sincere desire to 
improve Britain's sporting institu- 
tions. Which is all well and good, but 
his fine intentions haw not yet 
reduced the cost of watching Pre- 
miership football for instance, which 
for many people remains all but pro- 
hibitive. Take his own beloved 
Chelsea. What does his season tick- 
et cost? 

“It costs EL250," he says. “And it's 
going up to £1,400. Which I pay 
because 1 am hooked into it. and I 
like seeing stars playing for 
Chelsea, and 1 like the facilities at 
Stamford Bridge, but, yes, my job is 
not to look after me but the nippers 
who would like to do what I did In 
1954-55, and go to every single 
home match. 

“Football has to be careful that 
it doesn’t exdude its future fen 
base. I have asked the Task Force 
in its final report to address mer- 
chandising, ticket prices, strip 
prices, to see whether there is a 
coherent case for some sort of reg- 
ulator who can intervene without 
disrupting the structure of football 
and protect the interests of the 
fens. Of course, it would be better 
for football to address these con- 
cerns itself It has an opportunity to 


‘There are so many 
people in sport too busy 
fighting their own little 
turf wars to see the 
bigger picture ' 


regulate itself more effectively, but 
football is too significant for us to 
allow things to drift.” 

Moreover; Banks reckons that 
be has no time to allow foings to drift. 
“What can be given with a phone call 
can be taken away. I haven't got the 
luxury of going slow, but I am con- 
stantly frustrated by the piecemeal 
patchwork, (fivisfoe shape of sport in 
this country. People don't knowhow 
fragmented it is. There are five 
sports councils and four sports min- 
isters. Actually, I believe in a 
dimension called Britain. It happens 
when we go to the Olympics. We 
might see ourselves as four coun- 
tries, but in sporting terms, the 
world sees us as one.” 

At last, a whiff of controversy. It 
appears that Tony Banks, firm sup- 
porter of Scottish and Welsh devo- 
lution, craves a national football 
team containing ftyan Giggs as well 
as Alan Shearer, pitying in Belfast 
and roared on by the Tartan Army. 
Yes? “AH I'D say is that there is a 
coherent case to be made for a sin- 
gle team in a number of sports, "he 
says, adding: “There are so many 
people in sport too busy fighting their 
own little turf wars to see the big- 
ger picture. I can see the bigger pic- 
ture and sometimes it desponds 
me and makes me feel very pes- 
simistic. But then we win things and 
I realise that winning is all in sport” 
As it is, of course, in politics. 


Foreign bodies 

Sir: In his excellent weekly rugby 
column, Alan Watkins has 
mentioned that England do not 
tend to use players from abroad. 
It is interesting to note that a 
quick check of the Planet Rugby 
England team details revealed 
the following: 

a. Steve Ojomoh, Adedayo 
Adebayo and Victor Ubogu are all 
Nigerian. 

b. Mike Catt is as South African 
as Dion O’Cumnegain (Irish 
parents). 

c. Byron Bracken is Irish and 
has won an Under-14 medal with 
Leinster 

d. Kevin Yates is Canadian. 

It would be a useful exercise to 
compare the size of the rugby 
playing population in England to 
that of the other Home Unions 
and compare the number of 
foreigners used by the Scottish, 
the Irish and the Welsh. 

Also, to my knowledge, France 
use Morroco in much foe same 
way as New Zealand use Western 
Samoa. It’s just that the talent 
pool is that much smaller 

VALDAVEY 

Address supplied 
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Sw imming : Now over the troughs of the past, James Hickman strikes out for Sydney via Hong Kong % irCHCJtie 

In the fast lane to Olympic gold doping 

* K charge 


BY GUY HODGSON 


THE FIRST thing you notice 
about James ffjpfcman is his 
confidence. Not the sense- 
cringing bombast of Prince 
Naseem Hamed, who repels 
almost as readDy as he attracts, 
but the easy calm of a man who 
knows. 

Self-belief drips from him 
with the same regularity as the 
water he has dragged from the 
pool with his powerful frame. 
Which, considering we are talk- 
ing about a British swimmer; a 
breed not known for travelling 
to major championships with 
anything more potent in their 
luggage than hope, confronts 
your assumptions. We are good 
losers handicapped by poor fa- 
cilities, aren’t we? Not Hickman. 

“1 want to win every 200m 
butterfly race between now 
and Sydney” the 23-year-old 
Mancunian said - an ample 
wish-list but one he has so for 
fulfilled. You have to go back to 
February 1998 since Hickman 
trailed in the slipstream of any- 
one, which, when you consider 
Britain’s last swimming 
Olympic gold was won by Adri- 
an Moorhouse 10 years ago, is 
an acute departure from recent 
precedent. 

Hickman is good. He also 
knows it He is No 1 in the 
world at the 100 metres and 
200 m butterfly and is in the top 
10 in eig ht other disciplines, and 
you do not get ranks like that 
if you are cowed by others. He 
wanfo the impression of his win- 
ning to be burned in the minds 
of ids rivals so he can arrive at 
next year's Olympics with his 
opponents half beaten. 

The World Short Course 
Championships, starting today 
in Hong Kong, where he de- 
fends his 200 m title, is part of 
that image projection. 

“I see it as a ladder;” he said. 
“I want people to keep seeing 
me win. The more I do that the 
more people will expect me to 
be there, which will afreet my 
rivals and make it easier for my- 
self. The last time I went to the 
Olympics I was trying to win; 
next time HI be going there to 
win - which is a totally differ- 
ent thing. I iwwlmowl have the 
ability.” 

At Atlanta, Hickman was a 
rare British success, setting na- 
tional records in the 100 m and 
200m butterfly, and his cur- 
riculum vitae since has world, 
European and Commonwealth 


BY KIERAN PALY 





James wMgm«w at Leeds International PooL His coach, Tterry Denison, worked with Adrian Moorhouse, Britain’s last Olympic gold medal winner Simon WUkmson 


golds hi g hli g hted within it But 
if that suggests a graph with the 
line heading resolutely up- 
wards, the impression is wrong. 
There have been troughs -and 
few deeper than the European 
Championships in Seville in 
1997. 

Hickman had arrived in 
Spain a strong favourite, but 
food poisoning debilitated and 
dehydrated him, so swimming 
was just about the last thing on 
his mind, and after withdraw- 
ing from the 200m he finished 
14th in the shorter event 

“Td just won the world short 
course and I think there was a 
Bflle bit of anxifity" he admitted. 
“I wanted to stay there, to prove 
I deserved my gold medal -that 
it wasn't just a case of winning 
once and never again - so I 
trained too hard. I was ex- 


tremely fit but sometimes ath- 
letes can be on the borderline 
of becoming ill 1 picked up a 
virus that knocked me for six. 
1 lost a stone in weight in four 
days. It was 46C most days, in- 
credibly hot and humid, and I 
was in such a state.” 


and dogs at times” - and this 
was a long way downhill from 
the apex. 

“The 1998 World Champion- 
ships were coming up,” he said 
*1 was frying to concentrate on 
my swimming but a lot was 
going on in my head. My times 


was fantastic,” he said, “and it’s 
paying off now but it got to the 
point where I had to move on. 

“Dave and I had been work- 
ing together a long time, since 
I was young, and we grew 
away from each other com- 
pletely. I had grown up, it was 


‘The last time I went to the Olympics I was trying to win; next 
time I'll he going there to win. I now know I have the ability 1 


That intestinal turmoil was 
also reflected in Hickman's 
mind because his relationship 
with the Stockport Metro coach 
Dave Caflega, who had guided 
him since he was a child, was 
disintegrating. Even at its best 
they had a tempestuous part- 
nership “We argued like cats 


were down, I was rowing with 
my coach. It was a real low." 

In retrospect, his seeming- 
ly disappointing fifth place in 
the 200m at Perth can be seen 
with a rosier tint, but it did not 
change his own view that a split 
was inevitable. 

“The work Idid at Stockport 


my career and I wanted to 
take charge of myself There 
were too many conflicts, too 
often. We didn't sit down and 
talk about it but we both knew 
the split was coming.” 

There were other factors, 
too. At Stockport the emphasis 
was on 25m work whereas . 


Hickman wanted to concen- 
trate on long course and after 
meeting several potential men- 
tors, be chose Terry Denison at 
the City of Leeds. 

“He’s a fantastic coach,” 
Hickman said. “He coached 
Adrian Moorhouse to the last 
s wimming gold medal we had 
and he’s very well respected. 
Leeds is pretty dose to home 
and my parents in Manchester; 
it's a 50m pool, a hard-working 
programme like Tm used to at 
Stockport it seemed ideal.” 

Hickman has moved to 
Bramley and it is hard to imag- 
ine a richer result because in 
the past year he has broken two 
world records, won three En-. 
ropean titles and would have 
added to his Commonwealth 
Games haul of a gold (200m 
butterfly) and two divers (200 


and 400 individual medleys) if 
he had not been disqualified 
controversially for a false start 
in the 100m butterfly. 

The line on the graph, it can 
safely be said, is heading in the 
right direction again. 

“IPs worked well," he said 
“What I have achieved gives me 
great confidence. To have a 
world record, to have swum 
faster than anyone else, proves 
you have the skill, so left go and 
do it now.” 

Now means Hong Kong, but 
Sydney is not too far away- and 
how many other Britons will be 
going to the Olympics as a 
strong medal prospect? 

Hickman will, and the next 
four days will help tell him and 
others whether gold wQl be the 
metaL The branding of minds 
begins. 


England call up 
Rear as coach 


CATTERICK 


HYPERION 

22.0 Guest Of Honour 2.50 San Michel 
3.20 Once More For Luck 3.55 Jorrocks 
4.25 Gunner Sam 5.00 Romero 


FORM VERDICT 

Not tha competitive a men with doubts ovar a handfU of the 
field, soma lacktog a recent nn. ONCE MORE FOR LUCK 
has a touch of class stthta level; and although he may bo 
the Raveley second string, he mates as much appeal as an* 
Stabtomate Kathryn* flat amid ga ctasa tea whte 7Tw Groat 
Flood is worth noting in the market. 


FOLKESTONE 


LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3,500 added 7f 


HYPERION 

2.00 First Blood 2JJ0 Ivory’s Joy 3.00 Tiger 
Talk 3.30 Ajig Dancer 4.05 Diplomat 4.40 
Lennox 5.15 Plaf 


JOHN REAR, the Sheffield 
Eagles coach, is to take charge 
of England for two games 
against France this autumn. 

.Keai; ironically a former 
French national coach as well 
as an assistant with Great 
Britain, will steer the English 
side while the full Test team is 
in Australasia under Andy 
Goodway. The home nations 
are to compete separately in the 
World Cup in 2000 and Eng- 
land's games against France 
are seen as a crucial part of the 
preparation for the tournament 

David Howes and Damien. 
McGrath, both of Leeds, are to 
be manager and assistant 
coach respectively. Rear, who 
guided Sheffield to the Chal- 
lenge Cup last year, has already 
described himself as “flattered" 
to be on Leeds' short-list to 
replace Graham Murray as 
coach at the end of this season. 

Ellery Hanley has intro- 
duced an alcohol ban on his St 
Helens players as they prepare 
for their Easter matches. The 
Saints coach, himself a tee- 
totaller has insisted the players 
stay dry until after the march 
at London on 9 April. 

The} - were already restricted 
to only drinking immediately 
after matches, but the new 
rule is symptomatic of the tight 


By Dave hadfield 


discipline with which Hanley 
intends to run his ship, al- 
though he stressed that there 
had been no drink problem 
since his arrival this winter 

“We have a very demanding 
Easter programme of three 
games in eight days and I be- 
lieve that alcohol impairs your 
judgement," he said. 

Saints’ next game is on Good 
Friday at Wigan, whose coach, 
John Monie, has followed his 
usual polipy of naming his team 
early. Dwayne West, the son of 
the former Wigan coach, 
Graeme, is in line to make his 
debut from the bench. 

Wigan have had several in- 
quiries from potential spon- 
sors and ground advertisers in 
the 24 hours since the an- 
nouncement that Super 
League is to be shown on ter- 
restrial TV for the first time, in 
a half-hour weekly programme 
on BBC2 which starts in May. 

Salford have become the first 
rugby league dub to win the In- 
vestors in People award. The 
government-backed scheme 
measures the performance of 
companies in staff training and 
development 


GOING: Good (Good to Soft In plans} 

STALLS: hstda 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: best over Bf on soft ground 

■ Left-hand course, mcMotag and sharp. 

■ Course Is NW of town on ASO& Dartrigton station Mm - buses 
to course. ADMISSION: Club CO, Utmafe E& Come £250 
[under Va free al endoems). CAR RARIC Reserved EZ rest tare. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS; J Berry 27-MS B Hill S IMS 
008%). M W Essterby 14-123 (114%) M Johnston 13-78 (tt.7%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: K Dartey 25-00 (132%), J Fortune 
17-117 (R5%). J Canon 17-126 (05%) L Chamock 12-148 p.1%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 171-427 (40%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Detroit C#y (wsored, 25®, RyafMd 
Star (250) 


O OH! SPRINGTIME CLASSIFIED STAKES 
1=1 .=1 (CLASS F) £3,000 added 3YO 5f 

1 -03M4 AWE APPLE (27) DNchols Bit NROmml 

2 (XKM GOCHMOS f4B) 5 C WSsro 8 TT KfWbnfi 

a 09XF MANZDM (16Z) M W Eanoby B 11 & Fkmnnre (7} 9 

4 U33-4 OFFHBTE[/5) (D) CSmttiStl — JTK*7 

3 WtF* CSJTC SEAL (42) P)J Baiting 88 JEdmondiS 

6 42500 COOL KATIE (26) K Ryan 8 S A McCarthy (S) 5 

7 000- GUEST OF HONOUR (168) 0 Hte a H DHWsnd4 

8 CG3S4 LAinCAHE (18](D) J Berry SB JCwTOflSB 

9 30005- WESTWOOD VIEW (167) J J Qini 8 8 J Fortune 1 

BETTING: 04 Guact Of Horan 7-2 ladyata, 94! And* Apple, 6-1 OR 
Hire. B-1 Qotftteos, C*UcSmL 10-1 Cod Kalta. 20-1 often 


O eel GODS SOLUTION HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £6,500 added 7f 

1 10000- ROYAL UARK (1S6) (D) D Udicfc 6 f) 0 — Alex Greaves 16 

2 30003- JORROCKS (USA) (184) (D) kWEa6tttjy59ta-a Parttn4 

3 3QID0- REQUESTOR (321) J FitzGerald 4 9 13 JRrrtuneB 

4 OOOtH) INCHALONG (23) (D) U Wtain 4 g 6 JJ Heraagb (5) 7 V 

5 05000- P1ERPOINT (19^ Q Wch0l8 4 93 P data P) 2 

E -42302 KASB ALHAWA (MJ (CD) D Chopman883 — ACUfimclQ 

7 OOfi®. BACHELORS PAD (209) D ffctidb 5 9 1 JCarrofllS 

B 05635- FffflSTERRE (J37) (CD) J J CTNeB 6 9 0 XDtetoy13 

9 44004 KMG UNO (33) (D) E Alsim 5 9 Q GMMdIB 

H 351-3? RAMBQ WWJ7EH (54) (D) (Bf) D liditto 7 8 71 —K Falcn 8 
11 064260 JOtfli BOWDLEH MUSIC (18) M Jcfruton 4 8 T1 -D HoBeod 1 
V W030 LUNCH PARTY (168) (CD) J Berry 7 SB. — )oneWWl8(5)3 

13 00000 BH«IARDOBai0rrO(t38)OMeMb4BB — F Norton 5 

14 05000- RLEY BBGG (152) W Karp 4 8 8 JMamrB 

e 3HQ0- BOUJN ETHOS (H7) (CD) TEastaty* 87. J. Chamock 14 
« 60605- UFT"mOFFOTC1B1J (D) JJQiu48fi_B WJn«tan(3) 12 
17 20423 C-HAHHY (9) (D) R HoBrataad 5 B 3 P M Qukn (I) 11 

8 -0505 fOQTGOLF GLOfTY (15) C KtfaJiiS 3 TUHaresl7 

- 18 dndarod- 

BETTINGfc T-8 Ranbo YfBfcsr, 3-1 Lma* Party; 8-1 Royal Mark, Kan 
Afimw, King Una. 12-1 Jorroda, FWsterre, unTbe Off®; 14-1 othn 


GOING: Soft 

STALLS: Straight come - stands ofcte; round come - outside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: h*gh best M, 6f & 1m St 

■ Right-hand. uncUattog courae. 

■ Coma ta 6m w of town off A20 l Waetenhangar station attains 
course. ADMISSION: Ctub & Dmanuls CD; Bade Park B4 per 
car plus £4 per occupant. Underlies free. CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: R Hannon 15-184 (12.1%) J Dunlop 
12-47 (255%) W Muir 0-46 (B6%) G L Moore 9-82 (11%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Dana 0*NeM ■B-125 (62%) T Quinn 
W-129 (147%) S Sanders 17-140 (12.1%) PWd Eddery 18-94 (17%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 157-474 (333%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Going Plana (vtsored, 220) 


1 54200- COUPLED (203) S C Vftamb 4 GO G Carter B 

2 -32031 AJB3 DANCER (4) (D) M Charon 4 100 (Bad — T Qulim 15 

3 03500 SUITE FACTORS (13) (CD) K Bole 5 9 C . N CaHai (5) 2 

4 4/20- BUSHWHACKER (320) CEgoton 59tl R Hughes 9 

5 334002 BEWARNED(21>(D)PF)JPEBrcea9D..-APo«(3)13V 

8 500-14 STURM CAT (27) (D) KMeAiiffe49B JRhMIBV 

7 50122- AKAUM (146) (□) L G CotM 60S ADaly(3)1 

8 «-000 KHAN BLAZE (1B)(U) D Bsworft 59 5 NPoteid[3)7 

9 00500 Y0UN&UN(1»)M Ryan 493 PUcCabalO 

T) CQ562 MAVHCAB (USA) (34) G Kelarwy 4 92 S Sanders 5 

11 64043- HALMANERRQR (24S) (D) Q McO(ut99l.W J OGonncrS 
« 05400 TXNCRB>TMES(4q(D) jCuEmMBQ — D Sweeney 14 

13 00013 NAUTICAL WARNING (29) (D) B Johnson 4 8 C .... Jl pay 12 

14 B051- WKWU(1«8)(D)RHood5 8!l RBrWnl|7)3B 

6 30000- YOUNG MAZAAD (CD) D OBw) 6 8 B..JI Cochrane • 

16 30040 MARK TIME (21) P Hedger 4 B 7 ..AChrkll 

-IBdadarad- 

BETTTNG: 7-2 Aft) Dancer; 1 w AkaUm, Be WhfflMl, 8-1 Stans Cat, Nau- 
fleal Yfarnhig, Ybong Hezaad. Mark Time, 10-1 others 


FORM VERDICT 

A tnchy race tor punters, with Bttle soU turf form to go on 


FORM VERDICT 

A wide-open race. KING UNO, from en kt4onn yard and com- 
ing hem after (pring a broad hint that he was about to hit 
term agan last time, has sold dams, though Ms outside draw 
Is a conom Last yearb second, Rambo Weltzer. one of five 
Dawd Nchote-irae’Kd runners, none of whom can be ruled 
out b a Beefy danger, as is Lift The Offer. 


HEADCORN MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (F) £2.750 added 2YO 5f 

1 COWBOYS AM) ANGELS WGMTimer 90 TSpaka9 

2 FIRST BLOOD T HM 8 0 T Onto 8 

3 MASTER FAY M Cherem 9 0 LOeDorll 

4 MBfTIGA B R Mnai 9 0 MftntonS 

5 STEP UP P Murphy 90 SDrawne2 

6 BLESSMMadgwickB9 A Eddery (S) 8 

7 CONMONHRD A Rad 8 9 SSandera7 

8 LADY EXCAUBER J CkAran 8 8 D Sweeney 3 

9 VTCTOnETATMipfiySB DaanMcKeoan4 

-Bdedersd- 

BETTINtt 1 1-4 Cowboys And Angels, 7-2 FM Blood, Master Fay, B-1 
Mendgs, Sup Up, C WJ i uUr fcd, 14-1 Vlcioriet 20-1 others 


FORM VERDICT 

With tvwfconc-runnfltB drawn naart3y.Aj^ Bancor sh ould haw 
the race set up for her and show® be a warm order to fo)- 
torr up her weekend success. But her werafl record suggests 
caution, and MARK TIME, whose stable has been m good 
form over Ximps, Is suggested as the value each-way option. 


RICHARD VDRENQUE. the four- 
time King of the Mountains in 
the Tbur de France, has been 
charged by a magistrate with 
breaking France's antnioping 

k* ws - 

Patrick Ken, the magistrate 
in charge of the Inquiry 
launched after the Fes tin a 
team masseur Willy \bet was 
found with a boot load of drugs 
en route to the start of last 
year’s Tour de France, in- 
formed Virenque by letter that 
he was being charged. 

The 28 -year-old lead cyclist 
in the Fbstina team lastseason 
is accused with knovringly 
using and administering doping 
products and complicity to im- 
port, hold, transfer, supply and 
acquire poisonous and prohibf£ 
ited substances. Virenque, wnf 
now rides for the Italian Fold 
t eam , has persistently denied 
ever taking banned substances, 
declaring that official tests that 
appeared to contradict him 
were false. 

VoeL who was later dis- 
missed by Festina, claimed 
Virenque took up to 100 injec- 
tions of the banned drug EPO 
every year. He accused both 
Virenque and team-mate Pascal 
Herve, who has also denied any 
drug-taking, of being liars and 
bang the biggest consumers of 
doping products. EPO boosts 
the oxygen content in the blood 
and thus can boost endurance. 

The investigators' report, 
compiled following blood tests, 
urine and hair tests, stateejf 
that; “The riders took EPO"’ 
exogenously, meaning the hor- 
mone was given to them 
externally." 

Doubts still remain as *to 
whether all the riders were 
fully aware of what they were 
taking. 

The four Spanish teams who 
staged a walk-out during last 
year’s Tour de France - 
Banes to, ONCE, Vitalirio and 
Kelme - have returned to 
France this week for the Cri- 
terium International race. 

It is the first time ONCE and 
Banes to have raced in France 
since the Tour de France last 
yeah when police raided team 
; hotels aixi an ONCE doctor was 
placed under investigation on 
doping charges. 


and most of tt sho wn over five months ago, R would be no 
surprise if GUEST OF HONOUR proves a cut above (hs mat- 
lay bundu but that view m only based on ihn speed she showed 
tar4f na6f Nnwmarka moidsr. and Dm fact that Barry His 
has a 36% strike rate at Cattanck. Off Hire and CaMc Seal 
may prova tho puck of the more exposed brigade. 


TOYTOP MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 6f 


FORCETT SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2^00 added 7f 


Pearn strikes twice 


MARK PEARN, Reading's 22- 
year-old striker, celebrated his 
50th appearance for England 
with two goals in their 6-2 vic- 
tory against South Africa in 
Buenos Aires yesterday. 

After two draws against Ar- 
gentina which promised more 
than they achieved, E nglan d 
were off to a good start against 
South Africa, quickly putting be- 
hind them the thoughts of their 
two defeats in Pretoria last 
year when the teams last met 
Russel Garda opened the scor- 
ing in the fourth minute with a 
flickatth^r first penalty corner 

With George Clover’s shot 
taking a deflection past the 
goalkeeper and Pearn’s first 
goal from a reverse stick shot, 


BY BILL COLWILL 


England built up a useful 3-0 in- 
terval lead. 

A rare Calum Giles goal in 
open play following good work 
by Danny HaH and a corner 
conversion by Giles extended 
England’s lead to 5-0. 

South Africa’s two goals came 
from Surbiton players - Gregg 
Clark and Greg Nicol - who 
scored at one of the four penalty 
comers they ware awarded, but 
despite this comeback in the 
dosing minutes it was Pearn, 
with his second just two minutes 
from time, who confirmed Eng- 
land's supremacy. 


1 -3TW6 ALAIIBN (USA) (9) (CD) DNt2ids6 9 12 K FaBoa 12 

2 OtWOJ BMWAN(ZJ)(p)M0«s5 9G J Vltawr 4 

3 08606 DETROIT CITY (35) (0) B RoBmM 4912. JTWnton (3)3 V 

4 600Q-* THE WOODCOCK (30) BF«s 4 9 12 □ Hofiand IS 

5 (H£5Q LANCASMRE LEGEND (18) (D) W Bratoune 6 9 6 

T G McLaughlki G 

6 660304 PRINCIPAL BOY (30) (0) Mss J Craze 6 9 6 — .SW&taartt 

7 00006- QI8Z MAST5T (137) E: Vfeynw 4 9 6 MRobartiS 

5 06400 RYBTB-D STAR (53) D McGtin 4 9 6 L OlSltt* 7 B 

9 40300 SANIKHB.(72)JLEyn796 CLmrtbirl 0 

TJ 0S-40 SCATHEBUHY (23) (CD) (8F) KButoQBB J Fortum 9 

II 35ZB- SVCAMOREL0DGE(1BB) (9) DNU&I9BB6 JUtfGnansll 

a 00300- WATnrSEE (183) M W Essfertiy 4 9 6 — 5 flmwiofB (7) 1* 

3 43400/ ABSOLUTELY ABS70NE (302) W&nfcCt/nff 39 1 

... .R MlMmi (3) 10 

* 36300 OAMGEBALOABI flBfl^Snirbanka 85 J3DuMeM2 

15 06- MAN0FTHEMGHT(1E6) JJ0NM3BS KQxtayS 

« 22&03 TANCRB) ARMS (12) D Batter 3 B 0 .TWBfanalO 

-I6dadarad- 

BEroNG: 4-1 Alsnaln, M T)m Woodcock, 6-1 ScaOwbwy, 7*1 Um Of 
Du MgM.B-1 Syeamon Lotigv.lteBred Anns, i(M Qu b Mnumr , 1M 
San MUai, 14-1 Bataan, 16-1 stiwB 


63F30 DAZZLING STONE (30) CFartusjSS n~l Grarttam (7) 4 

NATOS! (JBSJWBrtboifTV 49 H TGMcLaughRnB 

0 CUM3HAN BLUE (28) TEaaW0y3B n KRAm12 

5 FAS (37) JBSIMI3BP J Weaver 14 

083- GUfWB!SAM(1B2)BHb381i DKoBand? 

00- tffiflTON LIGHTS (190) Ms A Snrtjat* 3 B 11 .G DuflWd 13 

M PNESS™ES(USA1(9) TE«rt^38T1 KDariayB 

00- QUET MH1FTT (USA) (145) B Hartvy 3 8 11 J Sack 2 

06 SUPNEHESALUmnON(B1)TD BaronS BP OPeeml 


FORM VERDICT 

BSI Turw has ciuiddy meda an impact with Ks Juvenfcs thb 
season, and the spesdBy-bred COWBOYS AND ANGELS 
appeals as another Beoiy to mate hta presence ML Conversely 
Mck Chamon* youngster* have yet to shite, and it seems 
dgrtfleant tha RichanJ Oi*w - associated with most of the 
atablete mmere (Ke term - partners Hrat Blood lor^ Vwy Mte 


nTTuFl SHORNECLIFFE MEDIAN AUCTION 
I I MAIDEN STAKES (F) £2,750 3YO 6f 

1 46- BREAD WVM8!(2SB)(BF)l Baking 90 AUcGkmeZ 

2 5422- DIPLOMAT (193) (BQ D Artuttvut B 0 T Quinn 4 

3 30- ELMHURST BOY (165) S Dow 9 0 J Held 5 

4 04- QAU ( 163) C M organ 8 0.. LMtortl 

5 0000- WEST STREET BLUES (162) T McCarthy B 9 . Jl Retail (3) 3 

5 -" ■ ■ 

□fCOTOB — 

BETTING: 84 Botinas! Boy, 2-1 OlpTaniai, 7-2 Bread WTnaat 5-1 GaB, 
20-1 West Sbwt Bfaiea 


V 40048- HEATHYAROS TIPPLE (16S) D McCain 3 6 8 MRobsitt3 


00- MOflJANAO (1B7) Uss J ACamadn3 86 LCbanoekll 


12 32235- IASS GRAPETTE (IBS) J Benya 88 J Fortune 5 


G PURE BEGANCtA 0 MdvAs 3 8 6 JCamBS 

14 IMUKELY LADYDBafiv386. TWWsnalO 

-14 declared - 

BETTB4G: S-4 Gunner Sam, 3-1 Quiet MHVtt, 4-1 Wes Giapatta, 10-1 
SuprnM SiUatiML 12-1 CmMaA B&w, Piw Tlmw, 20-1 Pore Eb- 
Banda, 28-1 Horton Lights, 33-1 oftare 


I o Of) I ROCHESTER HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
l._ £3^00 added 5f 

1 002-05 nCBETTGRE (78) (D)SDow4 MO P Dot (3) 4 

2 00054- BRUTAL FANTASY (207) (0) P Uzphy 5 0 TJ H Lappln 1 

3 00545- IWWnrSJ0Y(ISS)(D)Klwry49fl Martin Dwyer 10 

4 38000- MAUBU HAN (232) (CO) EWlheete-7 98 SCnm(7)B 

5 OOn- NOnU£A(232)(D)TjNajgftui593 A IBchoOs (5) 11 

G 63SCI CEAGECni{EJ)RWBoiTB588 JOufcmSB 

7 00106 LANDICAN LANE (41) (P) G L Itoaa 3 8 5 J! Brlstad [73 8 B 
B 545322 FRtBOLY BRAVE (13) (CO) G Kalmey 9 B 4^ Sanders 3 B 

9 64606 SUPBUAO(Ba) (41) (0)JBrfdger7B2 GBnrthnBBV 

n CBOX GOING PLACES (1^ <p) Kh«ry481 N Potard (3) 2 V 

fi 00600- HGH DOMAIN (20Q pj J Spearing B7 12.S FBghtn (n 7 B 

-11 declared - 

BETTOMca-l lea Age, 4-1 Frbnfly Brave, 9« hrory* Joy. 7-1 Brute) F^. 

tag 8-1 PadMTqm, LareScan lane, 16-1 ttaibu Mm, 16-1 ottwn 


FORM VERDICT 

This represents a drop fc class lor ELMHURST BOY. who 

showed enough last autumn to suggest that he can hold his 

®*n a* tins level. There are CMastion-maite against bath Breed 
Winner and diplomat. 


K1NGSNORTH HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3^00 added 3YO 1m 4f 


FORM VERDICT 

GUNNER SAM is the dear pJch on Juvenie term and though 
nijcti can happen In lhecl03a-WS30<i Croak, none of hBHght- 
ly raced rivals showed mtyttag las enough Iasi season to 
ment ease constderadori Basteaty If Gumar Sam mis to 
his juvende farm, he wffl be hard to beat 


FORM VERDICT 

Of those p«wn in the condtiora FACILE TK3RE mates most 
appeal, though an ortra furkmg would be ideal Going Placac 
has possfcibes each-way. Horses radng on the feu- side when 
the ground is soft haw a s l tf rica it advantage, and lancft- 
can Lane Is die pick of those drawn on that wmg. 


1 0WJ3- GOLD HONOR (FH) (it*) B Meehan 9 7.. Eddery 3 B 

2 405- LENNOX (144) p Cola 9 4. RHughee5 

l ■ L ™ 7 

4 00632 LUCKY NEMO (32) C Brittain 9 6 PRotaaail 

5 434054 ZOLA (33) M&m, a 5 — MmhOwyerB 

8 05560 SUPSfflOB (40) R W#ams7 TJ GBrtMn2 

7 DOO- QXE QUESTRO (157) J Duricp 7 V JQutanA 

B 046G CRASH CALL LADY PS) TOC Aten 7 B JlCaMeG 

-Bdedared- 

Umtaum aetpht 7W 10b. True taxjksp woghts: SimsrtroP W Sft, 3<4 
Ook&o Crash CaBLady 7s(3b. 

BETT1WG: M Lennox 7-2 Qe Ouestro, 5-1 Cresti Cal Lady, 6-1 QoM 
Honor, 7-1 lucky Heata, 10-1 Zola, 20-1 Lady CoUuneM, Supsrbob 


FOBM VERDICT 

Utfie form to go on *1 a weak race, h may pay to gwe 
LENNOX anotha- chance to hifl rrtial jurerite premise, but 
he is lar Iram a confident chota. 


YARM HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3^00 
added 3Y0 1m 4f 


FORM VERDICT 

The Woodcock is arguably the most nleresting runner hone. 
Judged on his MMtingfBjn wh twl fin a pnbabfy not one to 
rely on. ALAME1N s preferred, wtMe Scathabury should go 
wel and Tanerod Anns can prove Ttw pich of tfw 3yos. 


0803- FiyUKEABnD(17qSWbadsg7 J) MiAn (3) 7 

0302 ROMHLO (6) C Thomten 9 5 Dean Mcftortn 10 

45600- RUM POOTTST (1*8) TEas»toya4 Fortune « 

000- SADDLERS* GUWY C fartual 9 2 ^ACliBaneS 

54065 TUNNEL BR10GE P5) KR)an 90 AHcCmhy(^9 


& 58316 LOSTSPWT(ia)(p){BF)PH«a5 L Chamock 1 


\n on I WHORLTON HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£6^00 added im 5f 175yds 

1 143M- ONCE MORE FOR LUCK (J13) (C) Ms U Raueley 8 6 0 - ... 

SCoppl5)2 

2 4CQX- TURGENEV (144) TO RBastmirt 09 6 HSestiRWS 

3 /WO- KATHRYWSPET^tCOJIfcMRBWleyaaa-ACtamB 

4 4046)/nwAPowriJBS7)p)»sS&ta7ao ops b»b 

5 33005- KASTX LA VtSTA (165) (CD) U W Easlatry 9 8 G .T Lman 4 B 

6 S5«1- NSIWOOO 8PWT (16^ (CO) BLSorgai 48 &.U Roberts 1 

7 60060 TYPHOON DGHTfTO TO DNdKb 7 B9 ^Norton 7 

a -50420 ALOWYCH ARROW(23)TO ^ ABucUay4B9— .Kftdk»9 
g 4$4fi/ THE QIEAT FUXX) (J12)C Dwyer B7 12 _Q Hemiglt (5) 6 

-9dednd- 

BgTTTN G:1 1-4 Kathryn's Pft 7-2 H m dw ood Spirt, 11-2 Once More For 
Luck. 1 M Ahhaydi Unm. 7-1 Dana PoM, B-1 Turgansit; Haiti La VWs, 
30-1 others 


7 52-2Q THE LAST WORD (25) R Hoirahoadfl 4 _..P H Qubai (7) B 

8 400- JUST A SNACK (147) M ASuAteyfll. JRntiag2 

9 05040 STANLEY YY1GRBJ] (USA) (21) D MdlOB 8 3....F Notion 3 

fl ODD- NIGHTGLADG (1S6) M Britai 7 U DMema*(5)8 

-lOdedared- 

Mninwn wig fit 7tf 10b Tree tandfcap ee^fit Ngf^tada 7a 7b 
BETTING; 8-1 Romero, 4-1 Fly Lika A Bkd, $-1 Rum Pointer, 11-2 Los 
SpH, W State? vnollleld, B-1 Dane! Bridge, Die Ust Word, 10-1 oth- 


FORM VERDICT 

Hie Lsat Ytad and prawn slayer Lott Spirit are real weight- 
ed on their AW form and are much respected, pafb&iar+y 
the teat-named. Preference, though, ia hr ROMERO, who is 
able to race off the same marie as for last week's Dancs3ter 
BemndfrB better -contested race tfiantfib He tstfts one to 
Peat on that kr^mwti fwm 


fo nn ALDINGTON MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 

l J,W l STAKES (CLASS F)E2,750 added 3Y07T 

1 35- BARABASCH (173) (BF) P Oep^teHyam 9 0 ,_R Hmfc io 

2 50- BOffiJJ (238) J AraoU 9 0 Martin Dwyer 3 

3 Ch COUNT FRE0BUCK (167) J JoMns 9 0 L Dettori 3 

4 0- EMBATTLE (T75) MQamon 90 TOoton7 

5 03S50- ENRLAOE (188) B Hartvy 90 .W Ryan IS 

6 0044- LOHAN (120) MteZQ»tan0O SSsreteats 

7 MRSIYU3HIWUnfl90 AWd«*j^i3 

8 66- TreWHBTUNGTEAL(145) JS-QSwuro9Q-TSpidk*l4 

9 00032- TIGER TALK (144} Btfli B0 HHbt 

U 0- RACE TIE CLASS (1ST) A KMmqrB 9:. J 1 Fredericks (9 ii 

n 0- FMST FANTASY (154) J FwtdSMO 8 9. JTCoctemS 

12 33- KHBRAH(15f8(BHEOuriop89 JWEdttoyl 

G 4 HARRY ME (34) CBta*i 8 9„. PRefatam4 

14 00- RBtAtSSANCELADYp07)TYfttsanB8 VSHtteyS 

B SAIHYBHMsslFoua*89 GCaterg 

« 023C2- WHATTA MADAM (237) (BF) G L More 8 8 ACtorktt 

-iBdedarad- 

BSTTTNC; 2-1 7-2 TigK Wfc VI Kfiftreto TO-f Entfwaa, 

Rret Fantasy, 14-1 Enffiada, 16-1 UrStyfish,20-1 otbare 


15.151 alkha M HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3^00 
L-LJlJ added 3YO 1m If 149yds 

\ SWAMPY N Categhan 9 7 J)Rrench8 

l SISBM&?!." P0 r!!r-rta3 

? 0 ^S2S^S^S BCA{,,w,GAaufcf9B OF&ntl 




FORM VERDICT 

A three-way aflalrai term benresi BARABASCM, Tiger TMk 
and Khlbrvf). The test-named taied to confirm debut 
pranisB on har second StarBand the issue ttouWiwL be* 
(ween the ctasBanyHto made his »ial quick start to the 
tiffl season etDonca^Si and Tiger TBKcocfcl find thS iff Weal, 
but marginal pretwance b tor the wd-gslopad Barebaschi 


n ^ M Barehard 6* 

l 

» ««»■ c»^EDSTcSERilSSim .--f '5SES? 

-is declared- 

^tss^sssssssssst 


. ■ FORM VERDICT 

^lSL toQkr ^ CroderrttaJts txn: Tt«l wtt proba- 
^ ff*- 30 * rttuch ‘arperoCds WELSH 
<3x*ca The booking ot' a capebte 

tasiy weqited H ha ad come back to ha aeu. 
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Hawke ready to appreciate high life 


THE GREAT truism about Na- 
tional Hunt race riding is that 
it can bring acute delight and 
grief in adjacent packages. One 

minute a jockey can be at tbe 

peak of his profession, the next 
he may plummet as if the lift 

cable has been severed Itis not 

aikenomenon you have to ex- 
pJlR to Nigel Hawke. 

It was m 1991 that the young 
rider used up all his creffit Sea- 
gram won the Rite Club Chase 
at the Cheltenham Festival and 
then caught Garrison Savannah 
on the merciless Ain tree run- 
in to prevent Jenny Pitman’s 
horse completing a Gold Cup- 
Grand National double. The 
jonmeyman had reached the ul- 
timate destination. 

TWO years later; however; 
Hawke almost reached the ter- 
minus that waits for us all 
Back in the less celebrated 
forum of Newton Abbot, Hawke 
was brought down at the first 
flight of a worthless selling hur- 
dle. His mount that day was 
called Beam Me Up Scotty and 
his rider was indeed almost 
transported to a different land 
*flThe head injuries Hawke 
received immediately divorced 
him from the part of the sport 
he had known. It propelled him 
into the employment nf tr aining 
and, a week on Saturday, 
Hawke, at S3, will send Kendal 
Cavalier over the most de- 


By Richard Edmondson 
mangng test horses in Britain 

are allowed to undertake. 

If the fates allow Hawke an- 
other day in the sunshine they 
could at least ensure he enjoys 
Iheir blessing a little more this 
time around. “It just all hap- 
pened so quickly on Seagram 
that I couldn't realty app reciate 
it, n he says. “%u never catch up 
with yourself. I wouldn’t mind 
trying it again. 

“I just happened to be on the 
the right horse on the right day 
which doesn’t happen all the 
time when you’re a jockey. I 
found t hat out latex 

“At Newton Abbot I got a 
blood clot on the msitf p of my 
hrain and they wouldn’t let me 
drive a car for four years. That 
was tbe wrong place at the 
wrong thrtff 

“I spent a lot of time in hos- 
pital mod it's fright ening when 
you see the people in there 
around you. you realise how 
luckyyouVe been. 

“It was different from Declan 
Murphy’s problem, because be 
had his bkmd dot on the outside 
of the brain where you could op- 
erate on it With me, they just 
didn’t know what to do. Hope- 
fully it’s dispersed now, but 
there are no certainties. I get 
tired, but you get tired doing 
this job anyway.” 


ASCOT 


8 PMFP3 HOWL RAVEN (12) (Q (ADVftta) JQfodB fl ®-— — 

ye*re;itetoeroBtftoJB»»i«i»«®ioe4p _ 

0 3WP22 SEE ENOUGH (18} (D) (JAG »*aden) R Etoddv HUB RMmoo 

Sait bbe. ptfph hoop. yetorrep 

V MF23 STB0tmBMja«t33)tWgAP^B ^Ta« yBTlfl Httureco* 

« Wf2 SlWWGWt8K»IMlD){BF)0FWBKtaflKBBfcyB , n8 NYWfcnrem 

gnen.ni/tntgaUtuved cep TiifcMto 

e 0PA4 TJMuphr 

I* . PnfM UP THE COUNTRY 02) (0) Ikted) H CXrtS 7T1 8 ATPonton 
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-IS •teetered- 

»-1 ft Edgar. 12-1 Cenfiac AiWB. SmA I CawwtfBTi Baywl. 181 

®SkFtorynrei 7 n B N VOonem 5-1 at tor (It BaW B ran 
V FORM GUIDE 

SU’gqala of ns »= C"*”" (nM MU 

aasaassssss- — yj;g~=s 

Ne» *art day Yards horses n* 

Fotastoiw 3nd 18-tengtii 2nd FWtostono (3m2J) 

«wi» task totttv and Mi {boaton head) 

Enough: Credtabie recant 

SirenB Matti Placed « stronflractfs 2^«dv*mer at Sandort ytetodiy 
KtaptonPrt*refhBtaa*ff«*^ . 

StfDngVMon: 

afreet Lent s lengths bate* Strong 

tree. FeBwhen « from « Mortrw»«R*»- 
-JpThe Country: Wmrnig 
*ntO days ago pr length belted Roy* 

VERDICT Kim Satey won *»«">“[ MLrieestof 
•Wjtowno Frenfonl. He cart pgOKfti taking ■ Bn® ciwnoe 

ittepttund. The iaw looks wde s,**! i«d are 

the pound fw aned ^ pja d» 

OUm Mh a Chance CHEVALIER BAYAflDtmeew*" ^ ta ^ 


Hawke does not, though, get 
tired when talking about 
Kendal Cavalier; his first win- 
ner of the season when he col- 
lected tbe Welsh National just 
10 days after beirg a Christmas 
present when relocated from 
RodMItoan’syard. 

Tfce grey is not particularly 
well named as he is neither stt- 
perahous nor flashy. He is the 
Phei trades of the horse king- 
dom wfao only Starts r unning 
when the tread is starting to dis- 
appear “He’s not a straight- 
forward horse,” Hawke says. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Elle Questro 
(Folkestone 4.40) 

NB: Gmuier Sam 
(Catterfck 4 .25) 

“He’s got his way of doing 
things. VbuVe got to keep him 
a little bit fresh. 

“The first half mile in the Na- 
tional will tell us everything. H 
things don’t go right for him 
ear{y on in a race he goes 
nowhere. He loses interest It 
just all depends on whether he 
takes to it” It is the thought of 
this horse that helps his con- 
federates through tiie black 
mornings at Holemoor House 
Stables near Chard in Somer- 
set You do not get out on the 
window ledge when there is a 


Grand National horse in the 
yard. "He’s kept everyone’s 
morate up,” Hawke says. “Ha\A 
ing a horse Hke that makes us 
an forget about the hard work 

and keep going. 

“We’ve been quiet since 
Christmas because we’ve had 
a problem. The horses have 
been throwing the odd cough. 
But they’re waning right again. 
Wb had one or two run Last 
week that went well and be 
seems very well and his blood 

is rig h t a gain. 

“He’s the forgotten horse of 
the race. If tbe ground came 
right - and that means the 
softer the better - 1 seriously 
think he’s the one to beat” 

Kendal Cavalier will jump 
the Aintree-style fences on the 
Laraboonr trial grounds this 
morning, an addition to the re- 
cent racecourse work he com- 
pleted with a fellow Liverpool 
consideration, CoomeHHL 

It was announced yester- 
day that the gelding trained on 
the Cornish Riviera will be rid- 
den in the big one by Steve 
W^nne following the retire- 
ment of his usual partner, 
Jamie Osborne. It wfll be a first 
National ride for tbe 2fryearokL 

A further solid appointment 
was made yesterday when Nor- 
man W BHamaon confirmed he 
would ride General Wolfe for the 
Teeton MSI connections of 


HYPERION 

2.05 Native Recruit 4.15 Another Night 

2A0 Strong Paladin (nb) 4.50 Shaarfd 

3.10 Country Beau 5.25 The Puffin Man 

3AQ RED GUARD (nap) 

GOING: Good id Finn. 

■ Rlght-tand oourae wUh lasting uphB flntah. 

■ Corns a rear juvttan of A329 and A33U Accon from M3 (Jun 3) mi M (June 
6). Rahoy station (bstvics Irani London. Waterloo) adjoins course. ADUtSSION: Mem- 
ber# Ett (17-25 year-olds half-price); GmncMand ft Paddock E©; Sfcer Rhfl £5. CAR 

r lG Nols t 2 & 3 £& iwnalnder frfia 

FIVEYEAR STATISTICS 

'll LEADING TRAINERS: D Nicholson 21-96 (213%). U Pips 15-86 (174%), K Bailey 
13-56 (224%). J Gifford 0-103 (126%), N IWston-Davlaa 1288 (06%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 26-07 (262%) R Dumnody 21-1W (06%) N 
WHainaon 0-85 (212%) M A Fitzgerald 0-1*5 (124%) A Maguire 17-85 (20%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 04-342 (392%) 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Ctwvalar Bayard pAC} and Fla De Cresson (3.0) 
love been Bent 372 mies. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Canister Carta (450) 

Ip nc ROYALASCOT CRICKET CLUB NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
n* w l D) £5,000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3,648 

1 IB IN QUESTION (1^ (The Wmng Lha] liasVIMamsGll 12 NNMmoil 

2 83011 IK)0t6HRC BAY (19) (Ms Trinity PMrwon} J Quad 5 T1 1? PHWo 

3 -3164 NATIVE RKRUTT (34) (Jany Wtyl) D Mdvfcn B H 12 RJoimon 

4 OSS COPPER COIN p5) (IWVM WSIAsESRot*i^NHantWson5T1 7_HARbgaald 

5 Pn- ASHMANfoa) (i*chadJacfcaonBkxxMocklJd)UtsGSiTitti6ll 2 SDack 

B 4088 BEUMMOgO)(FWGJnoia) NGtfani5n2 LWpr 

7 OOOFP BROWNINGS BOY (S3) (Bi Mytr) J QHtxd 7 11 2 LtapoB 

8 CATCM8TT (F2^ (Mss G hMeouQ MnARntOSII 2 CHarda 

8 nADS0PHC(F4q (Gafe(hB>GqMiaUiQMmLJnHl5112 ^Hagi*s 

-S dactnd- 

BET1WG: 52 la OuaMtai, 21 Capper Coin. 7-2 NNKeHecnB, 4-1 MoomttwBm t21 Aahnuv 
20-1 BvUrarta, 25-1 Brawntagt Boy, CMctanU) 33-1 PMosdiMc 
m Just Mp 5 11 5 J A McCarthy 30-1 (Ms L Hdunfc) 20 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

In Question: Only Bth Id Regency Baku fci hot Heap at Sandown but soft (pound 
/4«y have been the reason. Wry easy wlnnar tt Ludtow on good ground bofcra. Up 
®4.1 dMance ttxtay . 

Mocnatitns Bay: Fbeoesaana winner h Novambar and ftet tun afeica wtem beating 
Ala at Sandown 19 days ago. Raised in trip and on a much faster surface 
Native Flacnilt: Dial LuOow wtawr and then sttft task agafevt Barton at 8andwvn. 
VdBd trtt lost tine behind Lord Noela a Whcorton. Stays wel and haa his jwid 
Copper Cota: Al runs in soft grand, baafrg Djagon Lord at Windsor betore Z-tength 
Bid to Hie proffessive Heart at Newbuy ^ «*tanw and My to go ml on grand 
Ashman: Winner of two ports but b«« wachad an dabut h a pecay race 
Betatlo: Bumper winner lest season but BMe chance on ahowlngs tlto term, last 
Uma out freshing a cfetant 80i to Bosnian at Wlncanton (2m) 

Brownings Buy: Has strug^ad In aoR ground al season. Stfl Ug suprfaa If t» wins 
rfter latest puted sHorl behind Ftooy Padraeper al Kempttn pmSI) 

CMdanant: Hudlas newcomer end modaat on Hie AHl flntahhg 7lh to Qistfln City 
BtSoutfmell (2m) after 3-tefiflth 2nd to Bigwig at LhgftakJ 
PMesepNa: Wfinn« on the Fkd and has Ai«an Magure booted for lumping JtobuL 
. Only flth to Bigwig aHJngWd on Meat start Ssprlse It ho ceBecta 
VERDICT: Many Wp give hi Question anodw chence or betas ijound al- 
Bf the tansen a highly competitive handcap in the arft at Sardw m, Ha ls Med cwnr 
a longer trip, but ana to beahln getting 5fii Is toe progressive COPPER COM, who 
coukltakootf now that ha gels last pound. He mads hard work tfwtartnBal Wtnd- 
■ur bid mere was plenty to Bn about his latest showkig a^tnet the ml weighted 
ttel n a Newbury handcap Native Recutt cannot be frwred now tost he retsiw 
to to feroued surface. 

fo At* l FAIRVIEW NEW HOMES NOVICE CHASE 
l___) (B) £16,000 3m 110 yds Pen. VbI. £11^68 hmtmmm 

||. PSWP CAROAC ARREST (54) (Dead Wlman) Wes HKrtgWeiia IIAFtagsirt 

P »ojel&*»;lw0e«earaioiBfM*>CBP _ _ _ 

2 P‘0433 CHEVAlJEBBAi^(2C)(Mb^nAtemsi JAfemfl71S EPOWM 

iedlK»nalBe*MirBd9mto»Macsp 

3 -5F4F3 CLAYMORE LAD (IB) 9&Btwou(7i ftochg PartoBnhip) J Khg 9 11 B WM MM 



4 322-C FAMFONI(FT? (^ (Tie Propeta RarWDW K « T1 8 Refcloay 

%WMietWiM»te»* 1 i«rtto3laflwr 

5 ttBOO FARMDErV(FR)|iA)(CM.0JBRFB«Brtiai»()Mh»ei’B __APM«oy 

. emBrtgwandnumDnfqifldfliKfl.lBtadsteOKenwnwB'W'inTi 

B 4«3 MAD (USA) (18) (toi ^ CcmerfcrJ 9 11 6. — * 

bbdtflfdirtdStoQhredandafitolaaedslBBWiii'fttoorp 

7 1/0042 W EDGAR (34 (fafc ftoserMiflfe Wdne & Son) J GMoid B 11 8 p ™* 


fo ml DAILY TELEGRAPH NOVICE ffCAP CHASE l-l-UI 
LriirJ (C) £ 20^)00 2m 3f 110yds Pen. VbI. CT 3310 USISi 

1 3-TOF KUTAKKA(47] (CD) (Ms M C Smkey) J QHod 0 T1 13 RDormnady 

nAM am the. leaped cap 

2 -HU31 COUNTRY BEAU (34) (D) (Ms JJ^FpiNQ JKhg7T1 1 APUcCoy 

Igft utia, oMi ttips sndsRaMi 

3 1-2H3 SUPIBIECHARH{S(q (CD)(BF)(PJVbgi)KBsfey71]12 NWUnm 

msdbbe. sMsctamri, bopped staews; hMs tap 

4 -12311 IAR8X) (Ifl) (D) (Bsdng ThorautiitradB LkQ P NUrii BOB. JTbzard 

wfalto MfyundnainlaiM, chock cop 

5 4252R1 SURSUN COflOA (2Q (D) (M Wtod-Ttanaa) H DUy 805 RJoimon 

. «NB,ndNaBM,GiiBdicap 

B 33QB FUUECRBSOtt(14(JmBBRAdme)>IAikin9to3 BPDml 

n 4 Bmm Hum, red wnfeM ehtocap 
-Gdsdsred- 

BETRNGtll-AFlt Da C(«sson.1IXK30la«do,7-2 Kunfeka,Saprrfne Charm, 7-1 Country Beao, 
12-1 Siaatsn Cord* 

MB: Hoh Writer 7 It * G Burley D-1 (C BkxM) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Kunfcka: Big stropping chaser who impressed at Ascot and Santown before faBng 
at Newbury nil race won by Makeup Needs to cope wilii much fastar ground 
Country Baair Smart chaser and wbinar last tkne ol weak race at Wincanton. Al- 
. lowed 12b tor AB-tongUidetoat by Kiaakka at Sandown Greatly suited by fast [pound 
Supreme Charm: Has won hare 4 lanes over hunJea Chase wins at Ludow (bad 
Suraun Cerda 5 lengths in Jauery) and credtabie 3rd to Moor Lane M Doncaster 
(jBedtK In the tom on retun anoa Deoantoer, winning eesiy at^ Wncansm Mlairtn. 
Has won on good grouid so toadng chance oh a latent Ifcap mark 
Sutaum Cotda: Disappointng and won orty a weak race % Huntingdon tankna. 
Fdsf grand a worry and saems held by Supreme Charm on Ludoar farm 
FTIaOBCrssaoRliKHhtowInraCaMckandAnttialBlBStaas^ftimBBngdui- 
ny on soft DisappoMad on totar ground at Hereford before 

VERDICT Three wins on good ground and a bumper suocosa on taat suggests 
this suriBca wi not unddy troutta LAREDO, who ie on a lenient mark after return- 
ing to action with two wins in a lowly league Kurakka could be stretched with the 
weight on IMt fast astee and, wtite Cmadry Beau's form is a bit suspect, he Is 
sae to go dose with the gram very much to his tevouc Supreme Charm wfl Ore 
5m surface end feiea 141 Irssher than most 

I o At\ | BRITISH KIDNEY PATIENT ASSOCIATION 1-1-7*24 r 
HCAP HURDLE (B) ES^OO 2m 110yds E6,153U^Sa 

1 PPP2D THE FRBICH FURZE (129 (D) (Jm Sofa) H fteco* 5 11 ® JfrNFWyp) 

nd,yoBomepmMt 

2 -1CB5 TYROLEAN DREAM P5 (0) P He*) M Tbrn*h» 5 11 B AMagdks 

puptoandyetarotanmA ehM iteem idcap 

3 3-1383 SUI0NSCASTl£(S^{D)^laBatiBaMBnherQR0SiARSi611B«JiAFlzgsiaid 

yslmi rqoIMflAxn rv8t*ie«fcew« yefeweenMc, quanedesp 

4 030143 KMIESCASH pS)(D) pRJamM)PBoiwn8T16 H Onwoodf 

whb% UecksUpB, Met csfj 

5 44C0 VBfrDAOUT(n)(D)PbRKingCUtMPIpo5112 A P McCoy 

MhA% btaok esp 

6 MCO PAPUA (43) pi) (BF) pttal Htrtts) I Baidnc 5 H 1 BPDwel 

Vt t*m aid carve dMoondk. V< Hue Ana; tyftr Ma cep, wage ae 

7 -3B» CLASOC EAGLE (3^ (D) paste BboddxAnd Ms DhUreB VO GBradMy 

pupk, ante «*h end imon op 

B 51-425 TRUANCY m (PI (JERnvBSWborhmBfl 7 NWMaiaon 

tad. wAwcbBHDrLtMxdalMtttL Mforcao 

8 -06214 RED GUARO (41) P) (L A Hoopw) J GBtad 507 : PMda 

Hffc nwoofi seem, cote cuft and cap 

tl 36041 5HAD(ANN(19)(MchrtBta*fcunS JchnBom)PMiphy5to6 JAHcCathy 

«( pipbasaBK pupb cbr md aa 

V 03MB SHOOFK (42) p) (HF) |Swi Devtn,) 5 Do* BUG CUsnfy n 

pur*. >eSAriasA Medsfeews, £4Wt cap, jnbv s/m 

E 210330 NOflQANSKH (QnSnttDMIfeidgiricktotoS -JQokMrt(^ 

rntjobraa^eendstevse 

13 48S3B DANOIGRADDY (2^ (CD) (Bydiwce TtoAi||KCuiSi(yiBnvfiBMn1l tol-SKrtyP) 

Uai*tp lii iM~n fu ml 

maMdmffrtmf, imtC£ /KwnruCK 

14 -P6822 TBSUE OF LE5 (USA) (1G (D) (TheNoHaarietetoenly^ J AMustB to1J.Wya 

mauve: <oyef blue hoops, dtoola on stoevee, ananld gwn cap 

G 4P4H BABAAURHUM(T)(D)|)nnv1nenhHIIMaim7toO|4a) RJoimon 

hMb. onaakig&nttoc. amafflW^aansntfjMbw hooped afcews and cap 
-15dedBed- 

Unlmtm we^ftt /flat Two hanScapwo/glt: Bata Au toon 9st 72ft. 

BETTING: 5-1 Babe Aa Rbum 7-1 KkmeaceM], Tyrolean Draenv Red Quad, 10-1 Van CTAocO, Ctee- 
elc Ee0N, Shnons Cattle, Them 0! lie. 14-1 Pepue, Stedknw, Dmdng Paddy; IB-1 otom 
m- Kornsfer Fbra B to » B Rael 5-1 ter (I Adam) n nn 

FORM GUIDE 

The French Furze: Ex-Martin trained and very sttft teak at weights even with the 
ground to his Being (17th in Comfy Hurd# last time) 

lyroieMi Dream: Chepotow and WMherby winner in October (BtoNEfia) Good show- 
ing under t2st at Doncaster last fima wt®n 5th to Ginger Fcdl Stable out of tonn 
Simons CbbUk Al wlna to soft ground. 2to toner than when ah to Peter Prospect 
In WBan Hi Hurde to Sandown in Deoeniber. 

KbaiBscastc Hardy sort who acta on al yomd. Qaw 2fa and 4-Jength bertng m 
Ceuftar (winner since} a AMm and fust 1b hjghec Sttft task against Ricardo and 
Perfect Manue at Nwrtaiy lest time ■ 

Vent D’Aout: Wbn amal race under Bat at burton and atiff tasks since al Newbury 
and Coutfy Hunts (darner ridden and Sh) AB wtrm on soft ground 
Papua: Oriy 71h to Fatahaflchair at SadgeSMd rtar other dsappokning new. Pester 
gromd to suit but not one to truet 

Cteaele Eagle: Ffekenham winner on Test ground last season. Wad btnkared (left 
off today) last time when eredteUe 4th to Qnger Fdc M Doncaster 
Truancy: KompSxi and Warwick wtsier cxi tastWi ground »x! back on more sit- 
abia sitfiaca after lataet credtabia 5th to Klnah Cross at Wincanton. Fine chance 
Red Guard: Raised toll lor Sandown win trom Premier Generafion on good gromd 
VM beaten In a novice there next time by Ashley Paik 

Stadtarm: Al three wins gained ower 2mfll at Haralard, the taiast by 8 lengths from 
hemandeta Ukely to find trip and gromd against him 

Shooflc Beaten tang way laet time when 5th to Hot Yi Saucy at Fdheatone (two wins 
there prwkwdy) Stiff task on We ground eftar al wins on heavy 
Nontanek: Latest tour wkw notched In Ihe mud so irfkety to be good enougn « 
such a tough race (Bth of d to MactSevei a* Fontwl last tme) 

Dancing Paddy: Msry »w« handcapped and bang in farm after a4n from Thaue Of 
Lies et Fontwel (same terms) Good chence with competent 5b dakner aboard 
maua Of Llaa: Atodest 2nd to Guranom at Pfaritoton after 24angtfi 2nd to Dancing 
Paddy at r erewat Same w c ighlB hem but taster gromd wB suit 
Baba Au Rhunc Decant FAB handkappw and iMbhed faster stflaca to wh twice 
at Ludtow (latesl by 1 length torn Duelo) Stronger race today but line chance 
VERDICT The ground has come right tor TRUANCY, the mount of Norman 
WBemaon and with a stone boa on hk bade after the latest tm on msuNabie go- 
tog M Wncantoa A big danger emerges In BobaAu Rhun wtth the (youtd also 
smack to hta favou; wtite Doming Paddy returned to farm al Tu ntweB andhere- 
rrwJns wry weB hwnAeapped. Vere TYAcui dd fttts h the County Hurdte but this Is 
a lessor task so Ns chance must be respected. 

I A 1E :| GREAT ORMOND ST HOSPITAL CHILDRENS CHARITY 
J l HANDICAP HURDLE (C) £7,000 added 3m £S,1S8 

1 21-133 GHSNCRLBADafTQfgpisflKHy&ltsVWiKf.lteVWHBIItoJTTtaian 

2 05435F AFARKA{47) (D) (DBramui ArearttotSynd) BPsBigeil 5 TJ Murphy 

3 3GBP BfBQHrRAME (14}(OoldhatxxrftachgLhflM!a3EdMaJs71l4_IlrMFkhl|(7) 

4 MB- GAIAXASOMJAf£(32D)(E()(B^pLBbnaOPNctiol9B1l3-~ J TfaSMl 

5 W22S3 flE MY HOT (3S| WPF)(RVlfadiMM 4 Son) DGrbrt 7 111 NTHknun 

8 P-3400 FAR DAWN ^JSA) (19) (PetarYltagnt^ MsAPaomlBB Q-. CMsnde 

7 4221Q BALANAK(USA)(11)Oas<]l9lBlaBlilrWHDQNjlDGBktdb8toO -RJobasM 

B 2PW4 CAPIABI JACXflT? (CheDSmdfl MHpeBTO? A P McCoy B 

8 G3M4 WONTCOfitAUTTBUT (7) (UkotzB^d Fbrknatiipl M WHnson S to S — W Uerston 

to coma EQUITY'S WRUNG (ri)(MsY0ai8n|D0Bren 7to1 MBSbMor^B 

11 3*3053 AN(n7tmj«3lff(n^*1BmPflmeohrtPMu^ MrRFtnUMA 

B am HOIEY MOUNT (111) (D){nai0mer)RAhBraBO_ ^—EDueck 

to -3MP2 QUfflre are pg (JH Daft HMf BID 0 SICaiyP) 

14 (MOl BQUW(2EJ(Mr*EMBoi*ju%ft^MmMJimailJ(l..™, AM*gii» 

-14dedered- 

MMmnireCAc Tflst inatmtfapwolgUaAnaitmltglii act raEvMonsyMwnt w BBi Quomti 
fltttMiab,8M0>W8b 

BETTING: 3-1 EqpByYi DarOng, B-1 tew Cmrndu; 7-1 Befandi, B-1 Be Uy MeL Honey Mount, 
BUM, 1M CrMh Jack, YtontcodsMaiL Another MgM. OManT* Ride, 1M etben 
toGR Shibm Otm 6 « U N Wttnson M tor (K Baby) 17 m 


\fenetifl WDli ams and 'Hie Win- 
ning Line. The Irishman, wfao 
has just spent several d^ys 
recharging at the Dubai World 
Cup meeting, had also been 
linked with Betty’s Boy and 
Nah then Lad. 

Tbny Dobbin, successful in 
the National two years ago on 
Lord Gyflene, put his mount 
this year; Ayro Anson, through 
a schooling session yesterday 
and was pleased with the ex- 
amination results. “He was 
having a bit of a look round 
being out there on his own, but 
he jumped the last three bril- 
liantly. He's in good form and 
we’re hoping far good ground.” 

The connection between 
Rough Quest, the 1996 Nation- 
al winner; and this year’s con- 
test grew increasingly slim 
following yesterday’s bulletin 
which suggested the old man 
was more Gkeiy to run in the 
F hYhimH>r «?’ QbjgB Mt the meet* 
ing. “I do feel the horse is in 
tremendous shape at the mo- 
ment but with not being able to 
run on Saturday [because of 
Newbury’s unsuitable firm 
ground] we've sot of run out of 
time, 1 ' Tfeny Casey the trainer; 
said. “At the moment we’re not 
thinking about the National. 
HewiDprobahlybeleftinatthe 
five-day stage but I would have 
to say that it’s extremely un- 
likely that he’ll run.” 
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Kendal Cavalier demonstrates his grit in winning the Welsh National 


FORM GUIDE 

Gram Crunden Bettor tor two comeback rona altar a reel Fine 3rti to Wksiay Wbn- 
- dor at UttoDoner H daya ago and every hope on tewxrad nrtoca 
Altota Bff-Jrtoh mudowr set a stiff at Newbury (M cm) in Ffyng Gumarfs race. 

R&tes an uutiiriof on thb test t tffaia 

Bright FlanMi Winning stayer In the mud lest season. Piled io at Newton Abbot 
(fret run far two monftzs) a tortritf* ega May leek the pace on ihs pound 
GaWaaori Jane: Wlnrtog narice chaser and also euceesshi to 3-mie hudto at Chep- 
stow last Mav Loves test (yound and not highly vied on banned reoppaaraca 
Ba My Mob Batoan Just under 3 imgttv by Etpttyli Daring at Fotonona last tine. 
Alowsd TOto but tator ground a wary 

Far Dawn: Not as good as when notching two wns in t99fi Stayed anti Bto to Eq- 
iMykDMflnflM Sandown MM time. Better chance Ml this taster surface 
Batanak: Won 3-nmertffBfstCartinel and had Green Crusader in 3rd when beat- 
en mdera length by WHay Wander M UHmMt hut time. Beat tamt on loflar (pomd 
Captain JadcWempton novice winner and Pghdy raced over jumps sinen 20 Mngth 
4th of 6 to feertal id Lefcastar in eariy December and hoe been waiting tor gromd 
WtantcoataloCbut: Both wtos on sort ?ound and rekictant u reca at TbwoBstar fast 
lima. 3td to Atavistic at Kempton In January Fast gromd a problem 
Equity's Duffing: Soft ground winner at Fbftastone and Sandown and creditable 
3rt to Etodnge at LhgMd. Faster (ytxnd a vrony but goes wel tor dakner rider 
Another Night: Mton at Chepstow ki soft ground last ssasm. 3rd to Frvn Flags at 
Tbwcester but wel held by BMtyb Oaring on previous start 
Honey Mount: WrigMBd to reverse Kempton farm with Be My Mot and 2nd to hot- 
pot Arctic Chanter at Taunton In Deoembec Rms hash today and Sees last {poind 
Queen's Rida: UghOy-iacad mere who stayed the trip (3m2f) whan a dose 2nd to 
North Tyne at Hurttogdon last time Promise betorehand and a he chance 
Boftrot (krend has counted sgahat herlhta season (Sth to Molsum at Huntingdon 
last lime) Vt» won three tones on Iasi srefaca so catfd wpitae otltost 
VERDICT The ground Is Only to count against many of these but not so GREEN 
CRUSADER, who can daiver a teflng turn of toot. He has shown up wel on both 
darts since rehxntog from a red and ths pound ghrae him hope of beating these 
off top wai^iL Getataeori Jane wi also revel on the suriaoe and she stxaid be fit 
anoufft after a layoft whBe Queen% Ride Is open to improvement and has a tenth- 
er wdghL 

A en l HAT AND PICTURE MAHONIA HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 
H) £4,000 added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Vbhia £2,879 

1 521 -PP M8X (7TTE RAGS ftl) pts Jl Md*v) N Khg to 12 4 llrNKlng(7) 

2 FP1P-6 REDR0RYm(MaDHMcCBrtiy)UsDUcCBriliyto124 Mr B FOcticaH (7) 

3 41X1 -a SHAAPCJ (USA) (7) (OT) (FWerOtoWd) P QvHninQa 11 124 Ur C Boone 

4 AXHJP AR ABIAN B OLD (26) (q (F L Mtilww) F Mettwa 11 12 0 Mr A BManre (I) 

5 P5UPFP CMBTS CASTLE (M) U E Pr*») F MOheea 11 120 Ik P Cramer (7)8 

6 5ffM3 CONTI I7E3TBUVAL (P10) (D) (feny E G Emlti) MsS UJns9 120 IkTSnAh (5) 

7 W=223 DBJGHtn (CUitKGSvsu)Coufea&SamBl2(LJVfrAChariB*jMM{i} 

8 004535 DBBIT CALM (7) (R N Rie) D LfcCen O ~Q 0 Ik DAMrfrftatay P) 

B 33283 DfiLHETTKX (4) (D) (P W E Here) MGS H Ivfng 13 12 0 ltaHlnrtag(7) 

« 2PW> FAIRER JACK (TO) (ItoVecey kb) TldsB 120 Ifc-Q BafcxX-Seurt 

It -63PZ2 HALHAM TARN (Q (lb* MarieTUnri) G Broun 9 to 0 Mr J Lock (7) 

to 232RI KBJTJLLA(B74) (J"fc»«racfi) Us SSrrSfi B too HrJCRMtoy 

to 3BW> MAN MOGD (FR) pi) (D) (Jiian Ftobbns) E HaddschB CO IfcGHmrf!) 

M 2PRB3 HTGOUSHTUrpT) (Cp)(M3BlCobden)MsJffeadCtoO — lhaSGedlrey{7) 

to 55302 STRONG UEDffiDffi (Pl(g W g> 0 B A 3t) M»H 8*12 120. .. MfPBuiP) 

-ISdedmd- - 

BETTING: 74 Strong MedUia, 4-1 Ur GoB0ay,5-1 Staald, 8-1 HUhan-taii, 1M DeflgM, 7-1 

Ml 071a Rage, 10-1 Ikiawtick, 16-1 ottwis 

WB: Bremen 9 to 1 Mr D S Janae (7) 11 -2 (K Pearce) to nsi 

FORM GUIDE 

MIR O'Tlw Rags Pided up both starts ttiia term WMherby wfaner (2m4l) last sea- 
son end renin to fast gromd in Nsfeiwv . 

Rad Rory: Wton maiden hunter on good ground aLFbAaetone last tarn. Wet behind 
a Fontwel on reappanranca when 6th to Wade Luna 
Bhurid: Should coma on far rasppaBance 8th to Grirtoy Gala at Ludtow Beet Ifl 
OThe Rags and Drumstick at Fbtoatone in Ifcty Uka last ground 
Arabian Boht Smart periermer five years ago but ittle to recommend him nowa- 
days tpiAod up behind FBtansttwm Lass at Doncosw last time) 

Cdnfalar Carte: Has shown vary Rile (pitied up Stratford « days ago) and now 
tried h bfeAsre 

Conti D^eiruireb Former fast-pound kwer end orccessU over flxs type of trlpLarkhi 
casuaty when going wed and trip aid {yound proued too nuch in the port won by 
He Detector from Strong Medfctoe next time 

DeOghC Credtabie placed rms ki poWa and then 3rd to fade Luna at Fbrtwel. 
finishing jusLtmr a length behind Hotam Tbm 

D — i t Ceha: Kept on to fihtah Sth of iStoOrindey Gale a Lutlow after 3rd to Gate 
Tbl at Sandown. Exary hope utJ wti get fire assistance from the sadde 
Drumstick: M hto beat on Iasi pound and wl be fitter for seasonal 3rd u Cracktog 
UsaatGottadwh HBSSSBti better days but Ibis b Ms ideal trip 
Father Jade PuBed up on reappearance in waring ground. Has test ground pedt- 
gee so might /uat do batter 

HaCwm Tim: Every cbcnca ki modest race altar 2nd£ to Orrhestro! Stfta at Naw- 
btty and \terde Lma at Fbntwal (good to firm) 

KRtuBa: Maktar but haa some fair torn to hta name 5-length 2nd to Ccionei h Chief 
at WMherby ki May 1937 and Body to flfpre despite retumhg from layoff 
Man Mood: TMed off at Bangor on reappearance. Last won Hereford In 1995 
Mr QofigMty: Fiest-ground towr and Ive chance an 2nd to Destei DEstnrval a Ban- 
gor and 3rd to CaUc Abbey at Ludtow 

Strong Medic Ins: Former smert handcapper whan gromd rode last Only 7tb to 
. Around The Horn at SandoMi and 4-length 2nd to Ue Datecur in poire test time 
VERDICT In a trappy race there coUd be soma value with KTOULLA. who is 
having Ns first start -tor almost two yean. He has the form to take the beating and 
his older rtals haw al seerrbstter deys. Strang Medicine has afwqys preferred this 
sort of [pound and must hold s fighting chance, Mong with Hatham Tam and Mr 
GotigMty. 

WILD BOAR STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT (CLASS H) £3/100 
added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2^05 

1 0 BEECHCROFT BAY (t34) (W A HxTmvAkr) Iks P DuMd 5 H 6.N Wttrtogkm (7) 


1 0 BEECHCROFT BAY (t34) (W A HvranvAlir) Ms P DuSieW 5 H 6.N WitoWigtoa (7) 

2 BEHEWOLF{MsJTGHor4JG8tad51l6 -LAspel 

a 4 BO«KGOfW»(4B}(eortvhcaQMaAMI%Wli»3nirtSTlSJbSStinigi(7) 

4 0 COUNTY FLY® (t2S) P Hsshnwi CorWaacrs) J S Smrtfi 60 6 L Cumins (3) 

5 CR0S5Y (Da4d Qces Letese Ud) C Wbedon 5 11 S MrNFahfly(7) 

B KE COOL LAD (Join Sjmee S ArOw Hajes) ft ftow 5 11 B AGarfiy (7) 

7 08 MOHTYS LAD (82) (IMJQsixslwy M Cbocey &KDoocay] ACarri45T1 S-JTbzanl 

8 SUfER STREAK (Ms Rmoiqf Mrglon) J GHord 5 T> B O Banns (5) 

8 0 THE PUFFIN IUN (48) Pcin ftaon) N Herttoretn 8 h 8 — LVUsrs(7) 

V 210 BAR«Y KNOWS (Ifl (D)(CN Same*) MPBf4H 3 HrCBono* 

T1 JBfNYPBOEY(FlDdDenps»)JOUB111 R RxrfctW p) 

12 234 P4ACW8BAY(47) (Gary Jftobsis) ACbrrol571 1 OMcFIriR 

13 B JBtSXl(429(GaaUGahanori)TCBSBy41)to ABtessn 

14 DIM NATION (The Ead Cart^Bn) Mas H KrfgN 4 to to MBtechatarg) 

-14dacbrad- 

BEmNtt us Bwney Know, 1 1-8 The Piririn Hn, im tes Cool Led, Jssnypenmy; One Nrtcw, 
12-1 Boring Qortnffc 14-1 BareweiL SBvsr Sbssk, Macaw-Bay. JaceU, 20-1 others 
«» Katee Chum 5 * tt M R IMMey (9) 20-1 fl J Prta^ 22 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Beechcroft Bay: No show behind Gunertatang ai Newton Abbot ki November 
Berewotf: One of 2 Josh Bffafd runnara Newcomer son of C o mtiancha FUi 
Boring Goring: Stiff task on dabut whan 4tti of 17 fbm tl tengrhsjas hottaroutie 
Dromttoran at Ft*»slar» in salt (yound May do better on tts teter surface 
Coimty Flyer. Son ctf Cnise Iflssle and 33-1 whan beetan 52 tangtha baNnd Frosty 
Canyon fa strong raca si Chepstow 

Creasy: Gelded newcomer son of itoung Man. Stable to be respected 

lea Cool Lad: Gtacnf Storm newcomer from a ttakta that can win these races. Chence 

best amassed by the mariaet 

Montys Lad: Urplsoed bahhd Baccarat at Dmcaster and Sandy Duff at Ludtow. 
Out of a Strong Gale mare so may improve rightly on IWs tester surface 
Stiver streafeGeidsd son of Roseisr and Beefy to act wel on fast ground. May prove 
pick of Josh GrHotdbtwjrmnare 

The Puffin Man: Easy to bade an debut h Newbury race won by hoRrot Golden Al- 
pha. Beaten 2tf tengiha in Bth but aura to hpreve tor axpsrience 
Barney Knows: Fine farm wflh Musselbugh 2nd to Mr Lamb, Doneasur wki from 
Baccarat and Chettsnhsni toth (btn 11 iangths) to Menaignoc. Exeelaredisnca 
Jennypemey: Arctic Lfltd newcomer mare from a stable to be respected ii ttiase 
reset. Stoutty bred end may need more time 

Mscsw Boy: Credttablc 4th to Begant Qty at Bangor on 3rd start May again find 
some too good 

JansttSonofRatosMandwMltoCkrtandetxtfwhfinSthtoDremctoranatFtiiite- 
stow. FWehed 13 iwigfihs behind Boong Goring but better expected on this gromd 
One FHron: Newcomer eon d Be My Native Out of a Deep Rm mem Lkefy to be 
sharp enough end competent ctekner taking off 5B> 

VERDICT BAR NEY KNOWS bout to boos! thaChfitenhari bunperlono rtar 
finbhkig a credtabie tenth to Mondgpoc He bset YS rhitfs ar Doncaster betorehand 
and should be up to tts task. The apposition b nothing apodal, though Ths Poffta 
Man toots aw htorover at» Nswbvry: josh Gttfard rus two newcomere and iha 
market is best wstohed error Henrietta KntfjfcOne NMton wlfii Man Btechoicr totted. 


Weighting on a Call 


BRITAIN WELL have a maxi- 
mum of six runners in Mon- 
day’s Irish Grand National at 
F&iryhouse, for which 29 were 
declared yesterday. They are: 
Cariboo Gold and Druid’s 
Brook (trained by Kim Bailey), 
fhll Of Oats (Philip Hobbs), 
Fanfaron (Charlie Egerton), 
Celtic Giant (Len Lungo) and 
Rightsaidfred (Anna Newton- 
Smith). The presence of Impe- 
rial Call, tbe 1996 Cheltenham 
Gold Cup winner; leaves all the 
British runners set to carry 
more than their true handir-np 
weights. 

Meanwhile Go dolphin's Ifti- 
tah has been cut to 7-1 from 8-1 


ASCOT 3.10 

C H L S T 


AEMCmunlM 114 84 114 14 


Lstdo 51 31 »1 HU 3-1 


tW 03 M 31 03 


apmsCtomtU 7-2 K 4-1 4-1 


M M It K M 


BwmCoab 1W to-1 181 0-1 0-1 


EtoftM* * gflMT teodAptaw j, 2 
C Cent H Wten W. LlaAnteA Sarty TT» 


ASCOT 3.40 


lyrahHOws 31 81 7-1 H3 TW 


81 81 81 81 81 


81 181 81 81 81 


QnkEagk) 0-1 0-1 131 0-1 0-1 


PRui 181 131 131 131 181 


14-1 ttl 14-1 tt-1 14-1 


Stores Cart 31 0-1 to-1 14-1 to-1 


TtareO Ua» 181 S-l 0-1 tM tt-1 


pmtasMdy w-1 0-1 181 H-i w-i 


francy SI Si Si 181 Si 


Shot* 281 281 B-1 281 B-1 


281 281 281 281 281 


ItaFtackF. 3M 281 281 281 281 


Etorrey a guatt tot odfa ptaw T, 2 3 
C Oast H Man W L LnMre. 8 Sort* T Yiib 


with Ladbrokes for the 2.000 
Guineas, while Barry Hills's 
Auction House is down to 12-1 
from 16-1 for the Guineas with 
the same firm. 

IRISH GRAND NATIONAL tFonhoirsc. 
Monday): WflUarn Hffi 7-1 Bob Ti»aCK Celtic 
GanLPaptoa&iSabbyialD-l HcAyb^nk 
Buck. 12-1 Glebe Lari, Imperial Cel. Manus 
The Mari w-i ProiKtfea Rightsadfied. 
Roundwood. K-i otfiere Stanley: 7-T Cefflc 
Gant -6-2 BobThscy. PDpton 31 Bobbyja 
0-1 Hosybank Buck, Imperial CaB. tM fto- 
matoft m-t Feathered Leader, Marus The 
Men Roundwood 6-1 Druxfc Brook. Fax 
Chapel King, Ful Of Oats, Glebe Led F&ght- 
sakmed Tina FcrA Run, 30-1 CartoooGoU, 
Rocketts Casda The Quads. 281 Fon- 
tarari Rfck Of Tlwler, 40-1 unraFtotltt 50-1 
Go Go Gafiant, Tarthooth. The Real Arhcte. 
68-1 Balymacrevaa Rais Rua 100-1 Dear- 
born Tbc, Onefourown. 

2,000 GUINEAS (Atowinartet Saturday 7 
May): Ledbrafeae: 82 Mk^to. 7-1 WtahSi 
Commander Cotes W-: Kler tostinci Bal- 
let MasiK Enrique. 11-1 Stack Ftock Cased 
Orpoix 12-1 Aictron House. 20-1 others 


HYPERION'S 


TV UPS 


ASCOT 

2.40: STRONG PALADIN 
has taken time to get the bang 
offences but now looks ready, 
has the right jockey and, like 
most of Strong Gale’s off- 
spring, fikes fast ground. 
□CD 

3.10: Kurakka looked top 
notch alter a hat-trick at Tow- 
cester. Ascot and Sandown, 
but at Newbury his jumping 
looked suspect even before he 
fen. COUNTRY BEAU is a 
safer bet Jeff Bong’s stable is 
in form and he acts on firm. 

□QQ 

3-40: Flat-bred RED GUARD 
should appreciate this ground 
He beat Premier Generation 
on good going at Sandown in 
December and has been read- 
ied for a spring campaign. 
Peter Bowen's yard has been 
in the doldrums but the book- 
ing of Richard Dunwoody for 
Kinnescash looks significant. 


RESULTS 


NEWCASTLE 

Going; Fiat Good to Salt (Good In places) 
Jumps: Good (Good to Soft In places) 
2.15: <5f 2yo maiden states) 

1. KINGSTON BILL — T Sptafca 7-4 lev 

2. Kastua D Hoftand 2-1 

3. Rad Sun G Carter 7-2 

Also run: 14-1 Forest Queen (4th), Happy 
Times (5tti), 20-1 (toman Emperor (fith). 
8 ran. Vh Vh. nk, fi, 13 [Winner bey coff 
by Then Again out at Trieste, trained by 
W G M Turner at Sherborne for Mbs 
C orinne J Ovarian) Tots: C2D0; Etlft £150. 
DF: 2240 CSF: c«aa 

2*S: (2m 4f nowtoa huitite) 

1. RYALUX B Harding 5-4 lav 

2. Gns Cunningham P Niven 12-1 

3. High Pyrenees— A Maguira 2-1 

Also ran: to-1 SknlaL 14-1 tndan Gunner 


{Penntoe Yhm Dyeing Ltd) Tate: £200; 
EISA C150L C12Q. DF: COAO. CSF: CMBS 
S20: pf harefeep) 

T. TOM TUN T WUBams 7-2 hv 

2. Unshaken K FBDon 8-1 

3. MaReanda J QuhHi 182 

*. SNk Cottage p Fusaey 20-1 

Also ram 8-1 Mufcarrabb Young §!gaiig 
(5th). 3-1 Mfty Norman, 10-1 Mungo Park. 
12-1 Gej' Breeze (6th), 16-1 Gorattecl 20-1 
Ceftmef Parti, Northern Svmraal, 33-1 Grey 
Kingdom. Hose's Treasure, Souperfidat 
50-1 Sealed By F^te. 

15 ran. ‘it. r*. hd Vb. V*. (Winner bay pc** 
Ing by Bold Arrangement out ot B Grade. 

trained by Mbs J Craze at York tor 
Mrs O TUnstaffl. Tote: £400; £UOl £2-10, 
E200L EB5Q DF; £2UX1 CSF: £2564. Tric- 
ascESB.TL TOfeeta: Etsasa 

15S: (3m handicap chose) 

1. RAT TOP — C McCormack 10-11 lav 

2. Weavw George A Dobbin 5-1 

3. inch Wley_ — McGrMh 13-1 
Also rat: 82 Burnt top (eth), 81 Count 
Karmtaki (4th), 33-1 Copparlurst (Sth). 
6ran.3 l />.'T7,aTL<SsL[rt^m&-bayg&ld- 
iOQbyBtakeneyQutotNewEfitKti, bared 
by M W Es^rby a Shsrrtf Hutton tor 
Major M Watson) Tote: 030; £154 £220, 
DF: C44G CSF: £580 

1^I?L£AHW^^ J Weaver 5-1 

2. Plutocrat L Dettori 86 fav 

a Cafico Lady J Chtinn 50-1 

Also ran; 2-1 Forum Girt (5(h). 14-1 Spring- 
wood (5th), 25-1 FtooradUioarest (4th), 
33-1 S»w Prince. 50-1 Fine And Rosy. 

8 ran. 3. 2.2, S, hd. [Winner bay cotf by 
(Mimh ow ot Gtassamh. trained by 
J Bethea at Mddtetwn tor (Shefcti Ante 
Drttawi) ) Tbte: CS20: Cutt £1XL £6.7U DF: 
CUft CSF: ES27. NFt: Precious Moments. 


5410: (2m TByrfs handcap) 

1. OLD HUSH WING ACuBwne4-1 

2. Quezon Qty -L Chamock 100-30 lav 

3. Swtftwoy Dean Me Known 10-1 

Also ran: B-1 Give An Inch (4th). 7-1 
Campaign (Bth), 9-1 Grider KBs. 12-1 
Back Ice Boy. 14-1 Batoutotthebtoe, Ugh- 
field Fez, 20-1 Ranger Stoane (Sth), 40-1 
Kephren. 

11 ran.&L5L&1V>. (Winner bey gelding 
by TirotouTof Saneena, trailed by Mrs M 
Rewtoy at Ssttbum tor Meric Barrett Rac- 
ng) Tate: CSS* CiSft E140 £370 DF: 
££70 CSF: £1600 THcasC ETQ.7D 
Jackpot: £2^0480 
Ptocepod £610. Quadpot: £350. 

Ptecu 6: C553. Place 5: C454. 

SANDOWN 

Gang: Good to Frm (firm n places) 
2.00: 1. DMES (J Tested) 2-7 tan 2. Cir- 
cus Star 3-1; 3. Missed Call 281 3 ran. 
i’A dsL (P Nchds. Shapton Matt*) tbte: 
£130 DF: CtD CSF: Ct42. 

2J0: 1. BARHALH BOY (A Thornton) 7-1; 
SL Irtwa 1-3 ter, 3. Tbka Cower 20- L A ran. 
A tftst (T Casoy Upper LanXxun) TbtK 
£S4Q DF: £180 CSF: £076. 

3JJ5: 1. CARLISLE BANDIT 0’S (Mr A 


Braes Of Mar 31 6 ran. 2 % «l (J Barry, 
Cockeriiam) Ttote: £380; £180 £150 DF: 
£280 CSF: £547 MtCabbery Rosa SpuH- 

340: 1. LINTON ROCKS (J TTzzard) 7-2; 

2. Sharp Command 94 ter; 3 . Vlcssa 181 
6 mu u 14 (P Mcttcte. Shepon Mate) Tbta 
£430: £180 £180 DF: EUO CSF: £1126 
4.10; 1.EBSTANT ECHO (J7bassnQ8-7lar; 


445: 1. MARCHING MARQUIS (MrTGto- 
ney) 4-1; 2. KJng Torus tMl tor. 3. Thi® 
? lao1 ™ IGary Browa Upper Lem- 
born) Tbtr £480; rtJO CWQ DF: £320. 
CSF: £734. NFt Ryton Run 

Ptacapob C7B80 QuadpoC £32Q 

Pteca & E32J2. Place 5: £2406 
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Return of 


the wizard 


for Scotland 


Allan Johnston is set to help his country back to the 
good old days against the Czechs tonight. By Phil Shaw 


SMALL, WELL balanced, with a 
low centre of gravity, quick feet 
and an innate impudence 
which meant he delighted in 
turning defenders dizzy before 
flighting his cross, the winger 
was once as integral to Scottish 
football culture as the tartan 
tammie, the half-time pie and 
the Old Firm being kept apart 
in semi-final draws. 

From Charlie Cooke and 
Jimmy Johnstone through 
John Robertson and Davie 
Cooper to Gordon Strachan 
and Pat Nevin, touchline 
trickery was a major weapon in 
the national team's armoury. 
Then the era of wing-bads 
and wide midfielders kicked 
in. The specialist winger first 
became a luxury, then an en- 
dangered species. 

Just -when the triumph of 
functionalism over flair on Scot- 
land's flanks appeared comp- 
lete, Allan Johnston jinked into 
view at Sunderland. The 25- 
year- old with the classic 
winger's frame - he stands 5ft 
7in and 9st 7lb - added a “new” 
dimension to the attack when 
introduced against Estonia and 
the Faroe Islands last autumn. 

Johnston's impact was such 
that he looks certain to be 
asked to insinuate himself 
round the back of the Czech Re- 
public's defence when the quest 
to qualify for Euro 2000 re- 
sumes tonight Since Craig 
Brown's squad contains an- 
other winger in Rangers' Ned 
McCann, there is the nostalgic 
prospect of the Scots using toe 
fill] width of Celtic Parkas they 
strive to enhance a modest 
scoring record against toe 
Group Nine favourites and 
Euro 96 finalists. 

A Glaswegian, Johnston 
might have felt more at home 
at Ibrox had Saturday’s match 
with Bosnia not been post- 


poned. He grew up following 
Rangers (when he was not 
watching his brother, Sammy, 
who played for St Johnstone 
and is now assistant manager 
of Partick Thistle! . On his last 
appearance there, with Heart 
of Midlothian early in 1996, he 
achieved toe considerable feat 
of putfinga hat-trick past Andy 
Goram. 

Peter Reid was present that 
day and kept tabs on him the 
following season, which John- 
ston spent with Rennes in 
France following one of the 
first “Bosnian" transfers in- 
volving a Scot When, after a 
year of fluctuating fortunes, he 
decided to return to Britain, toe 
Sunderland manager landed 
him for a bargain £500,000. 

At Hearts, Johnston was 
nicknamed “Sticky”; some say 
it was because there was noth- 
ing of him, like a stick insect, 
others that it came from his 
adhesive touch on the baH At 
Sunderland, where he has 
forged a strong link with the 
left-back Michael Gray, toe fans 
have dubbed him “Magic". The 
moniker may lack originality 
but seems appropriate given his 
capacity to conjure a cross 
when apparently boxed in by 
opponents. 

Reid felt it was a quality of 
which Scotland should avail 
themselves and phoned Brown, 
urging him not to forget his 
player. The Scotland manager 
was aware of bis capabilities, 
Johnston having been one of 
several Hearts players who 
made toe Under-21 side, 
though he was sufficiently 
impressed by a first-hand 
appraisal to pick him for the 
senior pooL 

“Allan did very well for us in 
his first two games,” said 
Brown. “He plays on the left for 
his dub, but we're well served 


there with the likes of Neil Mc- 
Cann, C allurn Davidson and 
Stephen Glass, so we used him 
on the right The pleasing thing 
is that he's good with both feet 
and happy to play either side. 

“He doesn't go past people 
with pace - he’s not going to 
embarrass a foil-bad: for speed 
like Willie Henderson used to - 
but he uses his skill to create 
space in front of defenders and 
makes a very good angle to 
cross the ball It's no co- 
incidence that Niali Quinn is 
getting so many goals for 
Sunderland this season. We 
haven’t got any big strikers 
like that but we do have guys 
who support wen from midfield 
and get goals, such as Craig 
Burley. 

“Allan’s ability to cross from 
tight positions reminds me of 
players like Charlie Cooke and 
Eddie Gray. He's something of 
a torowback in that respect He 
has terrific skill and can beat a 
man with clever footwork, and 
he’s also got a nice step-over 
trick, excellent delivery and a 
good game- awarene ss, which is 
vital at international level.” 

Scotland have grown accus- 
tomed to visiting sides, from the 
makeweights like the Earoese 
to teams from the other end of 
Fife’s world rankings, massing 
behind the ball and then coun- 
tering quickly. “They defy you 
to break them down,” Brown 
explained. “So you need some- 
body like Johnston or McCann, 
or possibly both, to get in behind 
th em " 

Brown cites the Netherlands 
as an example of a country who 
favour out-and-out wingers. "Vfet 
he fears they are a dying breed, 
despite the emergence of John- 
ston, McCann and Glass (ab- 
sent injured at Newcastle). 
“With 4-4-2, the wide men tend 
to cancel one another out and 
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Sunderland’s winger Allan Johnston, in training with Scotland, has added a new 
dimension to the attack of both club and country * AUsport 


stop each other going forward. 
Players just don't get to toe by- 
line like they used to. 

“Club managers can buy 
wingers, like Rangers did with 
McCann and Andrei Kanchel- 
skis and Celtic did with Jackie 
McNamara and Regi Blinker; 
but 1 can't do that Even in Eng- 
land, there are very few on the 
go now." 

He speaks from experience. 


having made regular cross- 
border incursions to check on 
players (his most recent visit, 
for his sins. Brown was to 
Queen's Park Rangers versus 
Swindon). A recent trip to Sun- 
derland, whom he saw close in 
on toe Premiership by beating 
Norwich, satisfied him that 
J ohns ton’s magic is in good 
working order “He played very 
well, and I gather he scored two 


cracking goals against Bolton 
toe other week. 

“I see players like Johnston, 
McCann. Glass, Davidson, Barry 
Eferguson. Mark Burchifl, Chris- 
tian Dailiy and maybe Paul 
Ritchie as the nucleus of our 
future team. If we can just get 
past this transitional period 
without failing to qualify Fm sure 
there's a really good side in the 
making, with wingers to boot” 


Dowie aiming 
for record goal 


IAIN DOWIE has an extra in- 
centive to find toe back of toe 
net in Moldova today. If he 
scores, the Queen’s Park 
Rangers striker will equal Colin 
Clarke's Northern Ireland 
record of 13 goals. 

Dowie took his tally to 12, level 
with four others, when he scored 
against Moldova at Windsor 
Park in November’s 2-2 draw. 
“It would mean a lot to me to 
equal toe record because I love 
playing for Northern Ireland,” 
the 3^-yearold said. “ButI would 
swap it for a place in toe Euro- 
pean Championship finals.” 

Keith Gillespie should start 
even though he is not fully fit, 
and Michael Hughes will play 
his penultimate match before a 
hernia operation. Danny Sooner 
may make his first start in mid- 
field. with Keith Rowland mov- 
ing to left-back. 


BY DAVID ANDERSON 
jn Chisinau 


The Moldovans have selec- 
tion problems, with the de- 
fenders Ivan Tabanov and Oleg 
S hiskin suspended, while Ion 
Tistemitanu is injured. 

NORTHERN IRELAND I Probable) ;■&»- 
for (Fulham): Rowland (Queen's F^rk 
Rangers), ntanoo (Dundee Utd). mor- 
row (Arsenal). WHBams (ChescerMd], 
Sooner (Sheffield Wednesday), lennwi 
(Leicester). Lomas (West Ham), Gillespie 
(Blackburn). M Hughes (Wimbledon). 
Doorte (Queen's Park Rangers). 


P W D L P A Pts 


Germany ...3 2 0 1 6. 2 6 

Noland 3 2 0 1 6 4 6 

Turkey 3 2 0 1 5 3 6 

N Ireland 4 1 1 2 3 6 4 

Moldova 3 0 1 2 5 8 1 

Natures: Tbday: Germany v Finland: 
Moldova v Northern Ireland. 4 June: Ger- 
many v Moldova. 5 June: Finland v Turk- 
ey. 9 June: Moldova v Finland. * Sept: 
Finland v Germany: Northern Ireland v 


Turkey 8 Stye Germany v Northern Ire- 
land; Moldova v Turkey 9 Oct: Germany 
v Turkey. Finland v Northern Ireland. 
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IN THE most searching exam- 
ination so for of Craig Brown’s 
legendary powers of improvi- 
sation, Scotland will tonight 
attempt to extend their 12-year 
lmhpflten home record in com- 
petitive fixtures without a sin- 
gle recognised striker when 
they receive the Czech Repub- 
lic in a potentially decisive 
European Championship qual- 
ifier at Celtic Park. 

The Scotland manager, 
intent on keeping his Czech 
counterpart guessing, will not 
arnimmra his line-up for the 
gamp against the Group Nine 
leaders and 1996 finalists until 
toe last possible moment But 
a glance at the list from which 
he will choose would leave 
Jozef Chovanec in no doubt as 
to toe makeshift nature of the 
Scottish attack. 

Gary McAllister; who will 
captain Scotland on his first ap- 
pearance since sustaining toe 
knee injury which kept out of 
last summer’s World Cup finals, 
summed up Brown’s lack of 
even one obvious marksman 
when he noted that he is the top 
scorer among the 20-man 
squad. His 56 caps have pro- 
duced a grand total of five goals 
- including two from penalties 
and two against what be self- 
modringfy wiiiw) “the migh ty 
Canadians”. 

E oin Jess, a midfielder for 
much of his career; will be 
pressed into service as a for- 
ward, having at least played 
there for Aberdeen lately. 
Should Brown revert to his 
trusted 3-5-2 formation, rather 
than the riskier 3-4-3 which 
earned narrow home wins over 
Estonia and the Faroe Islands, 
Jess's probable partner is 
Rangers’ Neil McCann, nomi- 
nally a winger; with a strong 
hint that another flank spe- 
cialist Sunderland’s Allan 
Johnston, will be summoned 
from the bench at some stage. 

By comparison with the front 
and back units, from which 

soch familiar figures as Dune, 

GaUachec DaiDy and Hendry 
are missing , the Scots are 
spoiled for choice in midfield. 
Yfet McAllister played down the 
theory that the match would be 
wrm or tost there. “Tm confident 
it’ll be decided by our strikers, _ 
but there are goals in this squad 
anyway,” he sard, going on to 
identify Craig Burley and cen- 
tre-backs marauding at set- 
pieces as alternative sources. •* 

Given that their opponents 
stand some 20 places above 
them at seventh in toe world 
rankings published by Fife, tire 
game’s global governing body, 
it would not surprise many 
observers if this were to prove 
to be a game too far for Brown’s 
make-do-or-die philosophy. Yet 
Scotland have not lost a quali- 
fying fixture on home soil since 
Mark Lawrenson’s goal set- 
tled a 1987 match in the 
Republic of Ireland’s favour; and 
there is a steely determination 
to keep the run going 

“It’s a game we have to win," 

minflfaJ that the 
Czechs would go eight points 
dear by winning. “Though a 
draw wouldn't be a disaster, it 
would make it very difficult 
because we’d have to win in 
Prague. Some of their players 
are household names because 


BY PHIL SHAW 

in Glasgow 

of Euro 96 but, while we respect 
them, we're notin awe of than. 

McAllister added: “We’ve 
got to start fast A slow pace 
would suit them better than us. 
so we need to try to playat a 
British tempo, like we tod when 
we beat Austria at Celtic Park 
in the World Cup. though we 
also played some nice stuff 
that night.” 

Karel Poborsky toe Czechs 
former Manchester United 
winger expressed a similar view- 
on arriving at Glasgow airport: 

“If we get a good start and keep 
it tight, Scotland might getner- 
voua All the pressure's on thernv~ • 
because they’re at home anci 
they’re five points behind us.” 

poborsky’s failure to estab- 
lish himself at Old Trafford, 
like Pa trik Berger’s status as a 
“bit-part plaver” at Liverpool 
was cited by McAllister as 
evidence that victory is not 
beyond Scotland's capabilities. 

Indeed, when looked at from 
a different perspective, the 
Czechs appear for from invin- 
cible. They failed to qualify for 
France 98, surrendered tamely 
to England in an autumn 
friendly at Wembley and need- 
ed an “unsporting". Arsenal- 
style goal to scrape through in 
the ffcroes. They will also be 
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P IN D L F A Pts 

CractiRep A 4 0 O 10 2 12 

Scotland 3 2 1 0 5 3 7 

Lithuania 4 12 14 4 S 

Estonia « 1 1 2 9 8 4 

Bosnia 4 1 1 2 5 8 4 

Rnw Islands ...5 0 14 19 1 

Rums: IMor Utlmanb v Estonia: Scot- 
land v Czech Republic. 5 Jook Bosnia v 
Lithuania; Estonia v Czech Republic: Faroe 
Islands u Scotland. 9 Jane: Estonia v 
Lithuania: Faroe islands v Bosnia. Czech 
Republic v Scotland. 18 Aug: Bosnia v 
Scotland (to be confirmed;. Scotland v 
Bosnia. 4 soph Bosnia v Scotland: Faroe 
(stands v Estonia: Lithuania v Czech Re- 
public. 8 Sepc Czech Republic v Bosnia; 
Faroe Islands v Lithuania: Estonia v Scot- 
land. 9 Oct: Estonia v Bosnia; Czech Re- 
public v Faroe Islands Scotland u Lithuania 
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without a key defender; toe 
suspended Tomas Repka, 
although that still leaves with 
Scots with fewer than half the.- 
aggregate number of caps opt 
lected by their visitors. 

Brown, who watched Cbo- 
vanec’s team labour to a 2-0. 
.home win over Lithuania on^< > 
Saturday, would dearly like to 
know whether the first-choice 
striker; Vladimir Smicec will be 
partnered by the the nippier 
Pavel Kuka or the taller Vra- 
tislav Lokvenc. In the absence 
of such intelligence, he has 
plans for either contingency 
and has even rehearsed two dif- 
ferent playing systems. If Scot- 
land's proud record is taken, it 
will not be for want of meticu- 
lous preparation. 

SCOTLAND (3-5-2; probable): Sudhan 
(WmbWoii); Weir (Eucnsnj. BEHott (Lckxs- 
ter). Boyd (Celdd; HopUn (Leeds). Bur- 
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1 — .rwrr 
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wis- 



ten. Boyd (Celeb]; HopUn (Leeds). Bur- 
ley [Cddc). McAllister (ODw-nny). Lambert 
(Cddc), Davidson (Blackburn): Jess (Ab- 
erdeen). McCann (Rangers). 

CZECH REPUBLIC (3-5-2. probable)- SrnL 
cek (Sheffield Wednesday); Nornak (Spar- 
ta Prague). SncbeparM (Strasbourg. 


ca). Hasak (Sparta Prague). Medved (Lazio). 
Neotek (Schalte Cw). Berger [ Liverpool), • 
5odcer (Lens). Kuka (Nuremberg). 
Before#: K Nielsen (Denmark). 

■ Uefe, football’s European 
governing body says it wfll be 
forced to expel from the Euro- 
pean Championship ary country 
subjected to a UN embargo. 
“Our actions depend on the po- 
litical situation which is beyond 
our control,*’ a spokesman said 
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Wales winning over sceptics 


From AprB 6th, there wtit be a new way to save money tax-free. 
ft’s catted an tSA ffrecffvJcfuaf Sovfr*»* Account; 
and you’8 be able to start one with as Rffle as £10. 

For a free leaflet caB 00 4 B OOO 404. 


As The 


answer 


^Rewnue 


is an 


, THE PENALTY for prolonged 
disappointment was spelt out in 
the men’s magazine Maxim last 
week when it revealed that half 
of Welsh football fans would 
prefer a Great Britain team to 
supporting the national team. 
Nowhere better has the effect 
been quantified of failing to 
reach major finals. 

It is more than 40 years since 
Vfeteslastwent head to head with 
toe world’s, or even Europe’s, 
best, which has eroded national 
allegiance to toe point where 50 
percent vrouldratherget behind 
Tbny Adams and co (with Ryan 
Giggs as the sole Welsh repre- 
sentative) than endure much 
more of the present 

Compare that to the Scots, 
who were most opposed with 
74 .4 per cent against Northern 
Ireland (66.7) and England (65.6) 
and, even given the vagaries of 
poll results, you get an idea how 
important a good result is in 
tonight’s European Champion- 
ship Group One qualifier against 
Switzerland. 

Do well in Zurich - and a 
draw is the minimum require- 
ment - and principality patrio- 
tism will prosper; do badfy and 
the temptation to find another 
outlet for international pride 


BY GUY HODGSON 


will increase. A pressure-free 
m atch for Bobby Gould and his 
players tonight, then? 

Actually toe Whies manager 
has looked anything but worried 
this last week because he has 
survived far worse. Six months 
ago Gould's job prospects 
looked less than promising 
when even the Manic Street 
Preachers were interrupting 


P m D L F A Pts 

3 3 0 0 6 1 9 

3 2 0 1 S 5 8 

Switzerland 3 1112 3 4 

Denmark ..4 0 2 2 3 5 2 

BtUras 3 0 1 2 2 4 1 

Nwurw: Tbday: Switzerland <r Wales Italy 
v Belarus. 5 Jbn: Italy w Wales Denmark 
v Belarus. 9 June: Switzerland v icaty. 
Wbles y Denmark. 4 Sept: Bdaras » VttteK 
Denmark v Switzerland. 8 Sepc Switzer- 
land v Belarus: Italy v Denmark. 9 OtE 
Wales w Switzerland: Belarus * Inly 


their concerts to urge his dis- 
missal but victories over Den- 
mark and Belarus last October 
radically altered the position. 

“My head was in a noose 
and tightening ," Gould said, 
“then we won two games and 
toe atmosphere and situation 
has changed. Now we have to 
address the change and 


pressure that comes from cre- 
ating a situation of greatest ex- 
pectation. 

“I recall Graham Henry 
["Wales’ rugby union coach] was 
in a similar situation after two 
bad results tins season against 
Ireland and Scotland. People 
were getting on at him, but then 
Whies go to Paris and produce 
a wonderful performance and a 
wonderful victory. The emotion 
that was shown on and off the 
field was fantastic:” 

Gould’s squad is at its most 
harmonious since he took over 
three years ago, although it has 
rwt always been that way thanks 
to public wrangles with John 
Hartson, Gary Speed, Robbie 
Savage and Ian Rush. 

That has been brushed aside 
by success since as Hartson, 
back in the fold after nine 
months’ absence, confirmed. 
^Tbe players look forward to 
joining up with the squad,” he 
said, “and, no disrespeetto any- 
one, it wasn't always like that 
Results change things. If you're 
getting stuffed the manager 
comes in and wants to know 
what’s gping wrong, what are we 

doing wrong? If you win gam^ 
you don’t have meetings like 
that The lads here have had 


days off, played golf and every- 
thing is going welL Everybody 
faffying." 

Everyone, that is, except 
Giggs, who is Wales’ oiiy world- 
class player and who misses 
tonight’s match with a ham- 
string injury incurred playin g 
for Manchester United in the , 
European Cup. His absenair 
against the Swiss, who beat Be- 
larus on Saturday, could be 
hurtful although, in Wales’ 
favour; their last two wins were 

without him. 

Even so, when Gould fol- 
lowed an item on rfnning qq 

Radio four’s Ibday yesterday; 
he could not resist as king for a 
Giggs done as toe perfect pre- 
sent, underlining how important 
is his pace and the fear be instills 
in the opposition. 

But as Gould said yesterday 
you can onfywork with what you 
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at his (fi^osal is renewed confi- 
have won two games 
back to back.” he said, “toeW 
have been away looked at ■' 
toe group table and come back 
for this game in a very positive 
mood believing they can really 
ndueve something." 

Now if he can onfy convince 
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Now Wasps decide smaller is better 


THIS DOWNSE3NG lark appears 
to be catching on. Wasps, the 

workahoBcLoiwJonchibwhogo 

into this weekend’s Tetley’s 
Bitter Cup semi-final with 
Gloucester at Loftus Road as 
tournameotfarourites, are the 
latest Premiership outfit to de- 
cade that the only way to grow 
jsffifer is to get smaflen Righ t 
qJPtime professionals can ex- 
pect to fed the cold wind of re- 
jection at the of the season, 
ieavmg Nigel Melville and com- 
patywith a reduced squad of 26. 


By Chris Hewet t 

The more cynical observer 
will point out that with 


i^wagoo coming a re- 
ported £20^000 a ye^ under the 

terms of his new 24-month con- 
tract -‘regardless of Aether 
&at figures remotely accurate, 
the England captain will not be 
playing for peanuts - Wasps 
m i gh t find it diffimiw to adhere 
to a salary cap of any sort, let 


alone the CLSm proposal car- 
rently being kicked around the 

rugby boardrooms of En gland . 

Indeed, the 1997 national 
champions have reduced fur- 
ther their simply of the folding 
stuff fciy agreeing an tgrtom fed 
two-year deal with Kenny 
Logan, their Scottish interna- 
tional wing. 

Nevertheless, they are con- 
fident of cementing their place 
among the En glish pjgpe- 
tiaOy now that the fruits of a 
£4J5m parent company share 


Leicester ticket 
inquiry delayed 


UJCESTER CITY say it could be 


Cup final ticket row. 

'AFhe dub are investigating 
l wauns into alleged illegal tick- 


by John Curtis 

Leicester's commercial <fi- 
rector Charles Rayner said in a 


problems and led to violence in 
file first half at Wembley Hum- 
ble flared up behind the goal at 
the Wembley tunnel end, which 


continuing its investigations 
with Wemhley into fiHn* sales 
fix - the Vtortifingtnn Cup finaLWb 
wifi not be r eleasing any infor- 


" One Leicester directoi; Phil 
Smith, has admitted be sold 42 
match tickets to players and of- 
finals of Fadbuiy United, where 
be is dub president But he has 
ignored calls from supporters' 
gim^s calEngfir his resjgpafifXL 


the invesfigafion has been com- 
pleted, xvfaich could take up to an- 
other two weeks.' 1 

Tbny Adams feces a rigorous 
fitness test today to determine 
the extent of bis participation in 
the crucial eight-day pro- 


Schmeichel ‘will be 
leaving* say United 


JUNCHESTER UNITED said 
Ijjsteniay that their goalkeep- 
er Peter Schmeichel would 
definitely leave the dub in May. 
Schmeichel announced his de- 
cision to quit English football 
last November but a recent 
run of good form had prompted 
speculation that United might 
try to persuade the Dane to 
change his mind. 

.•TteterSchmeicbglisfegv^ 
at the end of the season. He’s 
announced his retirement from 
football in England and is going 
to play abroad. That hasn't 
changed,” the dub’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Martin Edwards, said. 

Edwards added thatmost of 
the United squad were on long- 
term contracts, the exception 
being the dub captain, Roy 


Keane, who has one more year 
to go after this season ends. 

"The negotiations with him, 
contrary to whatyou may have 
read in the papers, haven't 
even started yet,” Edwards 
said. 

Mallorca’s Argentinian goal- 
keeper; Carlos Roa, who was 
being touted as a possible re- 
placement for Schmeichel is 
conadesring retiring at the end 
of the season, accenting to his 
club coach. Hector Cupec 

Cqper; quoted in yesterday’s 
Spanish sports daily Morea, 
said that the 29-year-old might 
retire in June, although he in- 
sisted that no decision had yet - 
been taken. “He’s going to 
make a find decision at the end 
of tiie season,’ 1 Caper said. 


gramme which could decide the 
destiny of the Premiership 
champions’ bid to repeat their 
League and PA Cup Double. 

Hm Arsenal ca pfenn *nri Wng - 

Iand centre-half was back in 
light training yesterday after 
withdrawing from England's 
game against Poland with a re- 
currence ofbadc and ankle prob- 
lems. The big test comes today 
when hBmanager Arsfcne Wen- 
ger weighs up the chances of 
Adams faring Southampton at 
The Defi on Saturday Blackburn 
at Highbury on Tuesday and , 
Manchester United in the FA 
Cup the following Sunday : 

CraigMoore’spngected swift 1 
return to Rangers is nearing 
completion, with the player 
eager to rgoin the dub he left 
earfier this season. 

The Australian inter national 
defender departed fra- Crystal 
Palace for £800,000 in October 
after he rejected a new Item 
deaL Hangers' manager Dick 
Advocaat was (tisappointed at 
losing the player and rxng with 
Palace’s financial problems, is 
poised to welcome Moore back. 
Talks are angteng with the play- 
er’s agent with a vfew to agree- 
ing a four-year deaL 
■ A group of Nigerian prosti- 
tutes has threatened nude 
protests at World youth Cup 
matches aftEr being b ar red frean 
hotels by tournament organis- 
ers. Charity Emevon of the As- 
sodation of Practising 
Prostitutes erf Nigeria said that 
hundreds of women would 
march, naked through the. 
streets if authorities did not 
bow to their demand to be able 
to operate freely 


issue are beginning to Hack in. 

“We’re beginning to build 
tire kind of supporter base we 
need to cany the project 
through and establish our- 
selves as one of the strong 
dubs, both here and in Eu- 
rope," said MehdBe, their di- 
rector of rugby yesterday. 

“London dubs are different 

to big-town chibs elsewhere, 
simply because there is so 
mudb Premiership activity in 
and around the capital. Lon- 
don's rugby public is a floating 


public and they go where the 
success is. 

“The feet that we’re aver- 
aging over 8,000 a game at Lof- 
tus Road suggests we’re 
provirfing the right sort of prod- 
uct on the field." 

Wasps’ London rivals, Sara- 
cens, also felt they had their 
“product" right after going 
close to a league and cup dou- 
ble last season, but their failure 
to continue in foe same vein has 
led to a serious player cull at 
Vicarage Road. Chronic cash- 


flow problems have forced 
Richmond, another ambitious 
capital outfit, to wield the axe 
even more brutally. 

“Like many others, we have 
some tough decisions to make," 
admitted MeMOe. “but the fact 
that we’ll have to cut bade on 

the squad mimhw s moans that 
people are desperate to play for 
their places. The strong survive 
in these circumstances." 

Peter Scrivener; the quietly 
effective No 8 whose recent per- 
formances have bean central to 


Wasps’ late-season purple 
patch, will definitely miss the 
Gloucester outing on Sunday 
because of concussion. 

Melville, who names his side 
today will consider moving Joe 
Worsley from the open-side 
flank to the middle of the back 
row and recalling Paul Vblley to 
the breakaway position. 

Newcastle, who face Rich- 
mond at the Madejski Stadium 
in Saturday’s semi-final miry 
well travel south without their 
former Springbok prop, Mar- 


ius Hurler, who suffered a 
neck injury during the Falcons’ 
57-16 thumping at Northamp- 
ton four days ago. Ian Peel def- 
initely deputises for the big 
Northern Trans vaaler in 
tonight's Premiership match 
with London Scottish and will 
almost certainly continue 
there if Hurter is ruled out of 
the cup match. 

Richard Metcalfe is to 
undergo a back operation and 
will miss the remainder of 
Northampton’s season. 
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Oxford University (right) race against their reserve crew, Isis, yesterday in preparation for Saturday’s Boat Race 


Robert HaUam 


Gretzky adds another record to his list 


WAYNE GRETZKY passed 
another milestone on Monday 
night when the 1,072nd goal of 
his career made him the afi- 
tnne leading scorer in the his- 
tory of the sport 
Already the holder of virtu- 
ally every NHL single-season 
and career scoring record, 
Gretzky 38, had been stuck on 
1,071 since 4 February missing . 
12 ga me s due to a net* injury. 
His goal gave the New Ybrk 
Rangere a 3-1 victory over their 


closest rivals, the New York 
Islanders. 

The goal took Mm past his 
boyhood idol Gordie Howe. The 
record includes regular-season 
and p fey-off games in the NHL 
and the deftoct World Hockey 
Association. 

• When Gretzky broke Howe's 
NHL career goal-scoring mark, 
Gretzky complained that his 
WHA goals should have been 


included in the record. Now 
Gretzky is the undoubted No 1 
by any measure - except 
possibly his own. 

“It’s a goal I will never for- 
get," Gretzky said. “Gordie 
Howe is ttie greatest pfeyer who 
ever played this game It’s such 
an honour to break the record 
of a man of his stature” 

The win was also notable for 
the Rangers, who completed 
their first season sweep of 
their biggest rivals since 


1972-73, the Isles' first year in 
the NHL. 

Rangers’ leading scorer, 
Adam Graves, and Mariusz 
Czerkawski of the Islanders 
traded second-period goals, 
leaving the teams deadlocked 
heading into the third period. 

Witt less than three minutes 
remaining, Gretzky skated in 
and tapped ins own rebound 
past goal tender Wade Flaherty 
for an unassisted goal that took 
him dear 


“It was kind of a garbage 
goal” he said “More important, 
it was a big goal for us. It came 
at a time when the team really 
needed a win, and I was 
ecstatic." 

John MacLean added an 
empty-netter with 43 seconds 
left to seal the win as the 
Rangers, fourth of five in the 
Atlantic Division, climbed to 
within five points of Boston for 
the final play-off place in the 
Eastern Conference. 
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November date for 
Lewis-Holyfield bout 


LENNOX LEWIS may have to 
wait until November for a 
heavyweight title rematch with 
EvanderHatyfield, according to 
the British fighter's promoter; 
PanosEEades. 

“Evander’s signed up with 
Don King and Don is talking to 
me about doing a rematch pos- 
sibles late as Novemher of this 
year;” he said on BBC radio. 
“The site is possibly Las 
Vegas," he added 
^“Everybody wants the fight 
i Ve had offers from Saudi Ara- 
bia. I’ve had offers from South 
Africa. But Las Ifegas is the one 
that really wants the fight and 
they are pushing the price sky 
high- King also wants to keep 
it in America,” Eliades said. He 


the main promoter of the fight 
The first fight between 
Lewis, theWbrld Boxing Coun- 
cil champion, and HotyfieJd, 
tbs World Boxing Association 
and International Boxing Fed- 
eration champion, was widely 
derided, with most observers 
concluding that the Briton had 
outpointed the American. 


King has since publicly 
backed Lewis to win the re- 
match with Holyfield and be- 
come the first British fighter to 
unity the world heavyweight 
title this century. 

King said: “Lennox Lewis 
wifi get justice in the rematch. 
He is a tenacious, determined 
young man and he will make 
sure that justice is done. 
Adversity brings these t hing s 
out of great fighters, and the 
draw is the best thing that 
could have happened to Lewis 
to lift him from mediocrity to 
excellence." 

Speaking on ITVs An Audi- 1 
ence zoith Lennox Lewis to be , 
broadcast next Saturday; King i 

admi tted only a Lewis victory 
win settle the furore bubbling 
up on both sides of the Atlantic 
since the draw was announced. 
“If Lennox can do it just a lit- 
tle bit better next time he can 
put the title in the throw. He has 
a right to daim the title for his 
own and make the whole world 
happy,” added King. 


Taylor considers future 


rDHjns TAYLOR will consider 
harmtare in the game after 
~ crashing out of this year’s Em- 

kaasyWwtd Champfonshipsin 
the seventh oualitying round at 
Triford. 

The former winner; who en- 
riched the folklore of the 
game's leading event by 
squaetingpast Steve Davis 18- 
17 on the black in the 1985 
final was defeated 10-3 by Nick 
talker; the world No 67 from 
Chester. And the 50-year-old 
from Northern Ireland said: 
“Tve got until the end of the 
Wrist Championship to make 
my mind up as to what the 
feture holds. 


to wbut after 28 years on the 
profes sional circuit that would 


]sh my careen Anyone watefc- 
mg out there who didn't know 


me would have thought I 
couldn’t play. I’ve put in a lot of 
hard practice for tins but noth- 
ing worked for me.” 

TOb his manager Ian Doyle, 
having received 3,000 letters 
from Thyior fans pleading for 
their favourite to continue, 
there is still a chance that he 
will play for one more season. 

Yesterday, Hong Kong’s 
Marco Eh needed only 37 min- 1 
utes to wrap up a 10-1 victory 
over Jason Fferguson and move 
to within two rounds of a place 
in the final stages. 

Eh, <»lr>gmg in on a top-32 
ranking next season, led 8-L 
overnight and when play re- 
sumed he cleared from brown 

to Mack to get within a frame 
of victory before winning the 
11th on the blue 


SPORTING DIGEST 


BADMINTON 

The former England champion, 
Ray Stevens, was yesterday 
named coach of the national 
team, following Elliot Stuart's res- 
ignation. Stevens has been given 
a three-month contract, to cov- 
er the Surdiman Cup world mixed 
team championships, and the 
world individual championships at 
Copenhagen In May. 

BASKETBALL 

Edinburgh Rocks have re-ap- 
pointed cnefr coach, Jim Brandon, 
for another year following the 
dub's promising debut campaign 
In die Budweiser League. 

The Manchester Gants coach, Nick 
Nurse, has been banned for two 
games and fined £300 for verbally 
abusing officials after his side’s de- 
feat at Sheffield Sharks on 19 
March. 

NBA: Indiana 82 Atlanta 83; Dallas 
101 Seattle 1Q9;Den»ar 10Q LACBp- 
pera 88. LA Lakers 1 1 6 Vancouver 98. 

BOWLS 

GREENALLS SPRING WATERLOO 
(Blackpool) second rued: N Dean 
(Altrincham) bt F Taylor (LymmJ 
21-7; G Soller (Altrincham) bt D 


Leigh (Altrincham) bt K Woolham 
(Urmston) 21-19: A Broadhurst 
(Wigan) bt P Cousins (Pudsey) 21-8; 
O Barlow (Altrincham) bt M A! man 


BOXING 

FBI agents haws discovered human 
bones in the yard of a New Jer- 
sey home during their search for 
a missing Russian boxer. Sergei 
Kobozev, a former member of the 
Soviet national boxing team who 
emigrated to the United States In 
1991, went missing in November 
1995. 

CYCLING- 

The French cyclist. Richard 
Virenque, has been charged by a 
magistrate with breaking his 
country's anti-doping taws. The 
28-year-old lead rider, a member 
of last season's disgraced Festi- 
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na team. Is accqsed of knowing- 
ly using and administering dop? 
Ing products and complicity to 
import, hold, transfer, supply 
and acquire poisonous and pro- 
hibited substances. Virenque. 
who now rides for the Italian Bold 
team, has persistently denied 
ever taking banned substances. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: Re- 
arranged fixture: Fri 23 Apr: Bury 
v Bolton (i from 24 Apr). Change » 
Mdc-elY time: Fri 2 Apr: Colchester 
v Preston: 7A5 (from 3.0). 

ICE HOCKEY 
NHL: NY Rangers 3 NY Islander! 1; 
Vancouver 1 Phoenix 0. 

MARATHON 

Morocco's Khalid Khannouchl has 
been forced to withdraw from this 
year's London race on 18 April be- 
cause of an Achilles injury. How- 
ever, "feeta Loroupe of Kenya and 
Spain's Tabian Roncero. me re- 
spective winners of the women’s 
and men's events tn Rotterdam 
last year, have confirmed that they 
will run. 

RUGBY UNION 
IRB-FIRA WORLD JUNIOR 
CHAMPIONSHIP ffttesday): Sec- 
ond Round (Bridgend): wales 29 


want); Ireland 24 Italy IS: 
(AbertlBery): South Africa 33 France 
24; (Aberawi): England 89 Poland 
3; [Dnnmt|: Georgia 7 Chile 11: 
(Pontypridd); New Zealand 74 Caia- 
'da 0. Semi-final draw: Ireland v New 
Zealand (€.0): South Africa v wales 
(8.0) (both /notches of Bridgend, to- 
morrow). 

SNOOKER 

EMBASSY WORLD CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP qualifying fMfbrd Inter- 
uMbmI Centre) Room! sewn: S 
O'Connor (Rep of lri) bt D Gray (Engl 


10-5: R Lawler (E 
10-3; M Davis (Ei 
1 0-4; L Griffin (Ei 
10-6: P Sweeny 
(Eng) |0-0:NVIt 
lor (Slri) 10-3: SJ 
rtson (Eng) 10-5; 
bt T Chappel (W 


| bt N "ferry (Eng) 
br C Shade (Scot 
be L Walker (Vifal) 
ig) be W Thome 
r (Eng) bt D Tay- 


t L Richardson (Era) 10-3; A 
(Eng) bt D O’Kane (NZ) 10-4; 
jn (Eng) bt S All (PSk) 10-7. 


C Scanlon 


SCOTTBHIMSUEFSSTMUSKM 
Puetp o ued : Clydebank v Aye 
PONTMS LEAGUE Second Mutator e 
Bradford 3 Blackpool 1. 
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SPEEDWAY 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Orawen 
SUekfc Wolverhampton 57 Ipswich 33; 
ChaBeqga Maede Ewter 49 Rooie 41. 

SWIMMING 

Barcelona Is to stage the 2003 
world championships. 

TENNIS 

The first-round Federation Cup tie 
between the United States and 
Croatia, which was due to be 
played in Zagreb on 1 7-18 April, 
has been switched to an as-yec un- 
specified American venue be- 
cause of the conflict In the 
Balkans. The Euro-Africa Zone 
Davis Cup tie between Yugoslavia 
and Morocco from 30 April to 2 
May has been switched to Mo- 
rocco for the same reason. 

The Marseilles Open winner, Fab- 
rice Santoro, will not play In 
France's Davis Cup world group 
first round match against the 
Netherlands at Nimes this week- 
end because of a rib Injury. 

Win BUU1Y CIRCLE CUP (Hfltoa 
Head, Sooth CaroNna) Mfemn's sfe. 
gta*. Hr*t round: N Dechy (Fr) be M 
5haughnessy (US) 6-2 6-4; A-G SJdoc 
(Fr) bt C Morariu (US) 2-6 6-3 6-4: A 
Dedhaume-Baneret (Fr) bt S Smith [G8) 
6-4 6-3; B Schett (Aut) be A Kremer 
(Lux) 6-1 7-6; R Dragomlr (Rom) bt L 
Osrertoh (US) 6-2 6-0; B Rfpptier (US] 
bcMdeSWarde (SA) 6-2 6-2; N Zvere- 
va (Bui) bt K HnUIckova (Cz Rep) 7-5 
6-1 ; G Leon Garcia (Sp) bt S Cade (US) 

6- 3 6-3; R Grande (It) bt A Stevenson 
(US) 2-66-4 7-5: E Makarova (Rus) bt 
L Nefiand (Lac) 6-4 6-0; I Majoli (Croat 
bt EGagfcwfl (SWit) 7-5 5-7 6-4; S PUs- 
chke (Am) W B RltOW (Gar) 6-3 6-2; 
M A Sanchez Lorenzo (Sp) btT Pano- 
va (Rus) 4-6 6-4 6-3. 

GIROBANK TOUR (Sunderland) 
Men’* sngtas, second round; S 
Harston (Essex) bt B Fulcher (Norfolk) 

7- 5 6-0; J Marray (Yorks) btT Spinks 
(Norfolk) w/o\ P Hand (Berta) btM El- 
lames (Essex) 7-6 6-3: R Hanger 
(Dorset) bt C Edmondson (Lancs) 
vt/o; N Gould (Avon) bt J Cains (South 
Whies) 6-0 6-2; J For (lines) btM Trud- 
geon (Cornwall) 7-5 6-2: J Smith 
(Northants) be R Madieson (West of 
Scotland) 7-6 1-0 rrd; D Crawley 
(Norfolk) bt V Snyman (SA) 6-2 6-3. 
Women’s singles, second round: L 
Perkins (Durham and Cleveland) bt J 
O'Donogjiue (Lancs) 3-6 6-1 6-3: CUd- 
ofa (Nigeria) bt L Colilnson (Oxon) 6- 
1 6-3: N Trinder (Norttiumberland) bt 
N Woodhouse (Norfolk) 6-4 6-2; J Os- 
man (Sussex) bt H Broome (Lancs) 6- 
3 6-1: A Blow (Lefts) be C Coombs 
(Kent) 6-3 6-1 ; Y Doyle (ftep of Ire) bt 
F Barrett (Wilts) 6-1 6-0; M Berry (Suf- 
folk) bt SHverstone (Surrey) 6-3 6-4; 
G Atherton (lanes!) bt J Dawson (Sus- 
sex) 6-1 6-4. 


VOLLEYBALL 

The Yugoslavian team has been 
dropped from this year’s World 
League because of the Naco air 
strikes against Serbia. 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stated 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 

GROUP ONE 

Italy v Belarus (7.45) 

(at Del Conwo Si odium. Ancona) 

Switzerland v Wfafes (7.15) 

(or Ceaigrund Sux/ium. Zurich) 

GROUP TWO 

Latvia v Greece (4.30) 

(at Daugava Stadium. Riga) 
Etatponed: Slovenia v Albania. 

GROUP THREE 

Germany v Finland 

fen Franker) Stadium. Nuremberg) 

Moldova v Northern Ireland (5.0) 

(at Republican Stadium. CNsinau) 

GROUP FOUR 

France v Armenia (7.45) 

(at Stade de France, St-Oenis) 

Russia v Andorra (4.0) 

(ot Lokomotiv Stadium. Moscow) 

Ukraine v Iceland (5.0) 

(Ot Olympic Stadium. Kiev) 

GROUP FIVE 

Luxembourg v Bulgaria (7.0) 

fot Josv Banhel Stadium. 

Luxembourg) 

Poland v Sweden 

(atStaskl Stadium. Charm w) 

GROUP SIX 

San Marino v Spain (8.20) 

(ot Ctympft Stadium, ScrravaRe) 

GROUP SEVEN 

Azerbaijan v Romania (4.0) ... — 

(or Tbm Bakhramov Stadium. Baku) 

Liechtenstein v Portugal 

(or Rheinpark Stadium, Vaduz) 

Slovakia v Hungary (5.0) 

(at Slovan Stadium, Bratislava) 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


GROUP EIGHT: Po st poned: Croat- 
ia V Malta; Yugoslavia v Macedonia. 
GROUP NINE 

Lithuania v Estonia (4.0).. 

(or Zalgiris Stadium, Vilnius) 
Scotland v Czech Republic (B.O) — 
(or Ceftfc Park. Glasgow) 
INTERNATIONAL. FRIEND ue Neth- 
erlands v Argentina (at Amsterdam Are- 
na). 

NATIONWIDE CONFERENCE 
Forest Green v Hednesford (7.45).... 
UfUBOiim LEAGUE Rrat Dtatotote 
Congleton Town v NetherfielcL 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE Midland Di- 
vtatoo: Rating VferwkkvRedcfitchUtd 
Solihull Borough v Gnderford Town 
Southern DMdon 5r Leonards v An- 
dover. League Cup SentUflnal, aec- 
ood leg: Sutton Qudfieidv Boston LWL 
RYMAN LEAGUE Stosad.Dhrtaian: 
Bans tead v Harlow. Third Division: 
Tring v East Thurrock. 
unNSIOMLEAD KENT LEAGUE Pre- 
mier Division: Cray Wanderers v 
Faversham Town; VCD Athletic v Whlt- 
staWe Town. 

UHLS PORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE pmntor Dhrfston: Scewans 
& Doyds Corby v Long Buckby 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Rrst Dhrbdon: Hassocks v RedhtU. 
SCREWFDt DOffiCT LEAGUE Pm- 
mtor INvtolow Bideford v Elmore. 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
First D Md on: LeeKCSOgv Shdmers- 

dale Utd. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Cowes 
Sports v H amble-. Moneyfields v Brock- 
enhursc. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First DiriskHK Bedllngton 
"fenrters v Sea ham Red Star. 


PRESS A JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: Deveronvale v Peterhead 
(B.O); Huntly v Buckle Thistle. 
PONT1N S LEAGUE Premier Division: 
Btnrdngham v Blackburn (7.1 5). Ffrst Dl- 
vistotu Bolton v Oldham (7.0); MM- 
rSesbrough v Manchester City (7.0); Poet 
tele v Barnsley (7.0); West Bromwich v 
Itanmere (7.0). Seooad Dtvtakm: Hud- 
ders field v VUnaham (7.0); Lincoln v Notts 
County (2.0); Shrewsbury v Stockport 

E O). Third DMsfao: Cortde v Hul (2.0): 

llfax v Darkngcan (2.0); Hanlepoof v 
Chester (2.0): wl&n v Rochdale (2.0). 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
First Mvtalon: Brentford v West Ham 
(7.0); Brighton v Bournemouth (7.0): 
Cambridge v Fulham p.O); Ipswich v 
Colchester (7.0): Peterborough v Barnet 
(7.0); Portsmouth v Southampton (730): 
Smtndonu Chelsea (7.15). Pwtponri: 
Watford v Luton: Crystal Palace v Tot- 
tenham. 

RUGBY UNION 

7.30 unless stated 

ALLIED DUNBAR 
PRBMBtSWP ONE 

Newcastle v London Scottish 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 

Newport v Pontypridd (7.0) 

OubMacdK Blackheath v Royal Navy. 

BASKETBALL 
BUDWEISER LEAGUE 
Thames VbJJey v Leicester (8.0) 


OTHER SPORTS 
SNOOKER: Embassy Wbrki Champi- 
onship Qualifying (of T&ford Interna- 
tional Centre). 

TBOHS: Girobank Tour (Sunderland). 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCouer Direct 




First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(the fox lists codes for ISO re- 
sorts) 


weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 Hhcode 


and weather report: 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A dealed four-page sumrrv 
conditions In 780 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 
Lwr Upr 

Last 

snow 

Temp Forecast 

PBf 100* 

AUSTRIA 

Some good skiing 

60 

100 

26.3 

-4C teriable 

HochpBJberg 1 00% 

Good higher up 

10 

80 

29.3 

1C Clear 

Neusdft 35% 

BULGARIA 

Glacier excellent 

30 

400 

29.3 

3C Variable 

Pamporovo 100% 
CANADA 

Great comfltions 

55 

165 

24.3 

-3C Showery 

■frembiant ....95% 
FRANCE 

Spring-like conds 

50 

130 

29.3 

-3C Showery 

UaAltS _ 

—100% 

Gt suing 

130 

338 

27.3 

-1C Changeable 

Lex Camm _..95% 

nwy 

High pistes best 

BO 

190 

26.3 

-3C variable 

Arabba... 

...100% 

Good conditions 

60 

100 

26.3 

-3C Changeable . 

BardoneccMa 50% 
SCOTLAND 

Coverage eroding 

15 

45 

25.3 

2C Raln/snow 


Nevis Range.70% Goose gully good 0 35 29.3 2C Sutthowera 

SWITZERLAND 

tabler 95% Gt additions 60 370 23.3 -4C Changeable 

UNITED STATS 

Croud Buue.30% Spring-like twite 115 125 28.3 -SC Ptdoudy 

Information supplied by Ski HbUne 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 | miarmaa 

Calls to 0901 cost 60p per ndn, 0906 cost El per min. 0670 cads are standard national rare. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered, 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 

w wiLWBdd w wa K flB in TTwraponad 


WORLD CO V ER'. 


•1 
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RETURN OF THE WINGER P22 • TONY BANKS TALKS TO BRIAN VTNER 



Atherton pulls out of World Cu 



Atherton: Back problem 


ENGLAND SUFFERED their first 
World Cup casually yesterday 
when Michael Atherton with- 
drew from the 15-man squad fol- 
lowing the recurrence of a 
kfflg-stancfing back injury. His fu- 
ture as a reliable opener at Tfest 

level must now be seriously in 
doubt, compromised as it is ty ^ 

mp npflgmgly imnpliahl p haelr 

The Lancashire opener will 
fly home from Pakistan, where 
England are preparing for a 
one-day tournament in Sharjah. 
He will consult further expert 
opinion and undergo treatment, 
a process that could sideline 
him for several months. 

"lb be honest dedaring my- 
self unfit is a weight off my 
mind,” Atherton said last night. 


BY DEREK PRINGLE 


speaking from his hotel in 
Lahore. “Tm disappointed be- 
cause I really worked hard in 
Cape Tbwn, where Fve been 
playing with Lancashire, and I 
felt rd achieved fell mobility. 

“But two long air flights, 
which have made ny back stiff- 
en up again, have shown me 
feat it’s not properly right In 
light of feat, and the feet feat 
IVe had enough of trying to play 
when not 100 per cent fit I had 
no choice but to pullout I now 
want to have a period of rehab 
to get my body properly right, 
which I am confident 1 can do.' 


Lara’s century 
defies Australia 


BRIAN LARA set up a 
thrilling finale in the third Test 
yesterday as West Indies 
fought back from what 
seemed a hopeless situation. 

The West Indies captain was 
unbeaten on 112 as his team 
reached tea 54 short of their tar- 
get of 308, but wife only two 
wickets standing. They had 
looked well-placed at 238 for 
five, only for Glenn McGrath to 
claim three quick wickets to 
turn what has been a superb 
match back in Australia's 
favour. 

The pace bowler, wbo 
claimed four wickets in the 
first innings, ended the 133-run 
sixth-wicket partnership be- 
tween Lara and Jimmy Adams 
by clean bowling Adams for 36. 
Minutes later he trapped Rid- 
ley Jacobs, who scored 68 in the 
first innings, Ibw for five, and 
got Nehemiah Perry first ball, 
also lbw, to take his match haul 
to nine. 

Lara and Adams, who put on 
a record fifth-wicket partner- 
ship of 322 in the second Test 
came together nine overs into 
the final day with their team in 
deep trouble at 105 for five. But 
after, an early steadying ac- 
tion, Lara cut loose, particularly 
after lunch. He brought up his 
50 wife a huge six over mid- 
wicket off Shane Warne and 
reached his century with an on- 
driven ftmr off the same bowler 

In between those two land- 


BY BRIAN MCKENNA 
in Bridgetown, Barbados 


Australia 490 & 146 
West Indies 329 & 254-8 


marks, the Kensington 
Oval crowd was treated to 
a nerve-tingling new-ball 
battle between Lara and pace- 
men McGrath and Jason Gflle- 


VfEST INDIES - First Innings 329 (S 
L Campbell 105. R D Jacobs 68; G O Mc- 
Grath 6-124). 

AUSTRALIA - Second Innings 146 (C 

A Walsh 5-39). 

WEST INDIES - Second Innings 
(Overnight: 85 for 3} 

AFG Griffith tow b Gillespie 35 

"B C Lara not out 1 12 

C L Hooper c Meaty b Gillespie 6 

J C Adams b McGrath -.38 

tfi o Jacobs ibw b McGrath --.5 

N O Perry Rrw b McGrath... .0 

CEL Ambrose not out..- — 0 

Extras (b8 tol l wl nb 4) -24 

Tbtaf (for 8, 105 overs) 254 


spie. 

The contest was encapsu- 
lated by one fierce over when 
McGrath struck Lara on 
the helmet with a bouncer 
and Lara responded with a 
mighty pull to the midwicket 
boundary. 

As McGrath and Gillespie 
tired, the West Indies ca ptain, 
who scored 213 to win the sec- 
ond Test virtually single-hand- 
edly, went for his shots. 

But McGrath showed just 
why he is rated by many as the 
world’s best bowler by turning 
the tables again. After the 
bowler bad claimed the sixth 
lbw decision of fee innings. 
Curtly Ambrose survived the 
hat-trick ball and then two 
more overs without scoring 
but West Indies’ hopes now de- 
pend on their skipper 

Only three times in 350 
Tests have West Indies scored 
more than 300 to win a Test 
Tbqy scored 348 for five against 
New Zealand in Auckland 
during 1968-69, 344 for one 
against England at Lord’s in 


M (corn): 4-91 5-105 6-238 7-248 
8-248. 


8-248. 

1b bar C A Walsh. 


Bowling: McGrath 38-12-69-5: Gille- 
spie 22-B-49-2 Inb3); Wame 20-4-53-0 
(nbl): MacGill 20-6-45-1: S R Waugh 5- 
0-19-0 (wl). 

Umpires: E A Nicholls (Wl) end D L Or- 
chard (SA). 


■ Rain forced the abandon- 
ment of the sixth and final one 
day international between New 
Zealand and South Africa at 
Wellington’s Basin Reserve yes- 
terday, although the home side 
can still square fee series if fee 
match can be replayed today. 
Contributions from the top five 
South African batsmen helped 
fee tourists to a score of 249 for 
4 in 48.4 overs before rain 
brought the innings to a pre- 
mature dose and then prevent- 
ed any forther play Gary Kirsten 
and HerecheBe Gibbs appeared 
to put fee tourists on course for 
300 after reaching 84 before 
Gibbs edged Dion Nash to wick- 
etkeeper Adam Parore. 
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by Pedro 


Tuesday's Solution 
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ousting Portugal in 
angry display (5) 


ACROSS 

I Deputy’s another 
cheat 16,6) 

8 See bird go round side 
of building <7) 

9 Chap putting book in 
waste receptacle (7) 

II Phones teacher in front 
of class (7) 

12 One's expected to be 
aware of this conversa- 
tional filler (3,41 

13 Facial hair given new 
common hair colour (5) 

14 A sporting Frenchman? 
That’s applied to no 
French leader of old (9) 

16 Very seductive female 
secretary with flowing 
hair (9) " 

19 What cyclists do - ring 
bells when going round 
end of road (5) 


21 Resort in US or some 6 

country with nothing 
extra needed (7) 

23 Info associated with 7 

glowing ring element 17) 

24 Thinking ofgreat cost 

in dumping former 10 

partner (7) 

25 with which one bears the 

bath outlet, not piano (7) 15 

26 Upset ends with 

yearlong meeting of 17 

ministers et aL (7.5) 


DOWN 

1 Musical work flowed, 19 

carried by very good 
singer (7) 20 

2 Red lips to be involved 
in stuav *7) 

3 Bargain? I get a note in 22 
change (9) 

4 Inconsistent France 


Middle Eastern country 
held up Christmas, in- 
troducing prohibition (7) 
Course where one 
encounters a group of 
characters (8,4) 

Some American seem- 
ing to be from Green- 
land? (3,9) 

Ancient writer says hard 
clue needs rewriting (9) 
The writer penning Eng- 
fish language medley (7) 
Annuity scheme giving 
money in style <7) 

Figure college's almost 
destroyed (7) 

Hee to be of benefit 
around capital of Whies 
(7) 

More than half of event 
in theatre is a music- 
drama (5) 
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Lengthy air journeys - his 
two trips took the best part of 
35 hours- were not the only fac- 
tors at play. Atherton felt that 
the need to prove his fitness, al- 
though understandable from 
fee selectors' point of view, 
was rushed. 

“After fee denervation 1 had 
a month ago [a procedure 
whereby fee nerve sending 
pain from his back is killed off] 
I felt a more gradual build-up, 
rather than fee mad two days 
of running around at T.llloshall 
feat I did, would have been bet- 
ter: 1 have no gripe, though - fee 
sele c to rs and the captain need- 
ed to know.” 

Atherton was one of four 
World Cup players specifically 


required to prove their fitness 
in Lahore and Sharjah and the 
selectors will have already ear- 
m ai- fca d po tentia l 
for the former captain, whose 
selection was largely down to 
his skill as a technician on 
green pitches. 

Presuming England win re- 
place like with like, then fee role 

wfo probably Ml to Nasser Hus- 
sain or Mark Ramprakash, 
though fee Leicestershire pair 
ofDarrenMaikfyand Ben Smith 
will also be considoed. Either 
way the selectors must decide 
by today, the deadlin e by which 
15-man Wforid Cup squads must 
be named. 

Selecting Atherton for duty 

has hp rtvne ftom gttimg of an art-. 


of faith over recent months, 
with neither player nor physio 
able to guarantee fitness far 
more than a fewhours. In feet, 
over fee last eight months his 
back has forced him to pull out 
of Tests three times, some- 
times on fee morning of the 
mf>trh Such uncertainly can af- 
fect both tactics and morale, 

pa rtionlaH y -n rithm ~Bi a winfims 

of a 15-man squad, where re* 
placements are strictly vetted. 

Given the nature of his prob- 
lems - a chronic inflammation 
of the vertebrae has recently 
been exacerbated by a disc 
problem - it is something of a 
minor miracle he has played so 
often. Before his withdrawal 
from the Tbst against Sri Lanka 


last August, he had managed 62 
Tfests appearances on the trot, 
most of them as captain. 

This time he did uot even 

make it to fee nets in Lahore, 
where England are acclima- 
tising for fee Coca-Cola Cup in 
Sharjah. 

“Michael let me know soon 
after he woke up," revealed fee 
/•hnirman of selectors, David 
Graveney, who is also manag- 
ing England's trip to Lahore 
and Sharjah. 

“Michael knew he was back 
to square one," admitted 
Graveney. u so he didn’t try to 
hide or conceal it We appreci- 
ate his honesty, but we’re very 
disa ppointed for him because 
we know what he’s been trying 


to do over fee past twomoatiakk 
to getfit He could perhaps b*vC^ 
tried to get through the nextfewj-v 

weeks, but by making a bold de- ^ 
dsion now, he’s again showx^ 
that he*s a team man." . . \| 
Graveney was less forgttiog ~ 
over what Atherton, now 31 
and with a possible four to 
years more Test cricket in 1 
would have to do to gain selec- 
tion in future. "We as selectors- 
need him to prove to us over a. 
lengthy period of time that he 
is injury-free, and feat would 
mean playing on a regular basis 
for Lancashire," he said 
Atherton’s iron will may. 
ensure that the recupera 
period however long, is not 
futile one 


i 


1984 and 317 for two against 
Pakistan in Georgetown during 
1957-58. 


Final day Australia wan loss 

AUSTRALIA' Hut Innings 490 (S R 
Waugh 199. RT Panting 104). 



The West Indies captain, Brian Lara, hits a boundary in his side's ran chase against Australia in Barbados yesterday 


Reuters . £ 


FA close to Keegan solution 


KEVIN KEEGAN returned to 
London this morning from a 
family break in the north-east 
with one match on his mind - 
F Yilham ’s Easter Monday visit 
to Reading in the Nationwide 
League Second Division. 

At Lancaster Gate, however; 
the Football Association was 
looking further ahead, to Sep- 
tember and England’s final 
Euro 2000 qualifying matches 
against Luxembourg and Po- 
land 

England’s 3-0 victory over 
Poland on Saturday, while de- 
lighting fee FA, has increased 
its dependence on flilham’s 
chief operating officer to the ex- 
tent feat it is considering fee 
possibility of allowing him to 
manage the side part-time 
through to fee antiimn 

The FA recognises feat, 
should Keegan lead the team to 
success in the June qualifying 
matches against Sweden and 
Bulgaria, it would be a puUic re- 
lations disaster; and probably a 
footballing error; to then dis- 
pense wife him if he refused to 
go full-time. 

Nod White, the chairman of 
the International Committee, 
fee group charged with finding 
Glenn Hoddle’s successor; told 
The Independent “If we are 
within a cat's whiskers of qual- 
ifying by then it might be pos- 
sible for Kevin to continue wife 

England <m the same basis - im- 

less he’s changed his mind and 
wants to have a go full-time.” 

That remains the FA’s pre- 
ferred option and it was given 
succour by fee announcement 
fay Mohammed A1 Fayed, Ful- 
ham’s owner; that he would be 
prepared to release Keegan 


By Glenn Moore 


from his contract, which expires 
in fee summer of 2000, as “a gift 
to the nation". This would re- 
lieve Keegan of what he dear- 
ly regards as a debt of honour 
Keegan, who was appointed 
Engl and coac h last month, has 
so far insisted he wiD relinquish 
the post after completing his 
four-match stint in June but he 
did say after Saturday's victo- 
ry that a “there might be a so- 
lution”. 

This encouraged fee FA act- 

ing chair man, GeoffThompson, 

who said: ‘‘Perhaps after he has 
been successful in his next 
matches he - and fee country 

- will feel he is fee right man 
for fee job and that he is fee 
right man to lead us into fee 
European Championship in the 
Low Countries next yean" 

The FA is stiH considering al- 
ternatives - “we need a fall- 
back position," said one official 

- but is in almost daily ranted 


wife Keegan, hi his favour is Ins 
abilify to ddegate, to Frank Sib- 
ley at Ftilham, and to Arthur 
Cox, Derek Fazackeriy and 
Howard Wilkinson wife Eng- 
land.. 

A gains t him is tiie danger 
that England could come sec- 
ond, rather than first in fee 
group, and have to endure a 
home-and-away play-off in 
November: 

Given England’s poor start 
fee FA would probabfy settie fin* 



Keegan: ‘Right man’ 


that and allow Keegan to con- 
tinue -for another couple of 
months. But what then? 

If England qualify the cur- 
rent view within fee FA is that 
it would be impossible for Kee- 
gan to combine coaching Ftil- 
ham , who could be involved in 
promotion play-offs up until 
late May and also prepare Eng - 
land for a major champi o nship 
However, it also feels that 
sho u l d Eng la n d qualify, it would 
be self-evident that the 
arrangement is wo rking 
'pie result is a wait-and-see 
policy although clarification - 
and maybe Keegan agreeing to 
take the job full-time - amid 
come once Filham have 
secured promotion from fee 
Second Division. 

One England coach will be 
leaving in June. Peter Tbyiot 
fee Under-21 coach, yesterday 
revealed that he wfll be re- 
placed. Taylor, who was ap- 
pointed by Hoddle, probably 
expected it though his reign 
has been largely successful 
Thyloi; who has 15 months to 


nm on his contract daimedhe; 
was told he did not fit 


Wilkinson's long-term plans.* 
W ilkins on then issued a stater - 
ment claiming Taylor had been ^ 
offered a new role infee fbot- 
ball Association’s technical 7 \ 
department with “new respon- ■ . 
sfoOities”. • 

Hie statement added that - 
these responsibilities were to - 
include “coach e ducatio n and . I 
involvement with international V 
teams which could have. in-..’) 
eluded fee England Under-21 \ x 
team” . 

Taylor was dearly not pre- ‘;J. 
pared to put up wife what he. 
saw as a diluting of his position’ 4 


after having the power to select *. 


the side under Hoddle. He-is-j 

likefy to be replaced by Davkf 3. 

Platt in the short-term, worltin&ti^ 


alongside Wilkinson initially 
before ass uming fuQ control 26 


Poland ‘must win’ Sweden game 


ENGLISH EYES wfll be lo oking 
towards Chorzow tonight 
where Poland, fear victims at 
Wembley last Saturday, must 
beat Sweden or abandon hope 
of winning automatic qualifi- 
cation for Euro 2000 from 
Group Five. 

Sweden have a perfect haul 
of nine points from three 
games, wife the Poles on six. If 
Sweden win they will go six 
points clear of England, having 


BY TOMMY STANIFORTH 


played fee same number of 
games. 

Tfesterdqy Poland’s coach, 
Janusz Wqjdk, said: “We are 
playing at home and we must 
win." The defeat against Eng- 
land was their first loss in 10 
games under Wbftik, who took 
over as coach last year. 

RjlandwiUbe without the de- 
fender Tomasz Hajto, who 


earned his secondyeflow card of 

the group at Wembley, and the 
striker SylwesterCzereszewskL 
Tommy Sodert>er& Swederfs 
coach, is likely to play the same 
team feat beat Luxembourg 
2-0 on Saturday and is expect- 
ing Poland to attack from the 
start “I am sure Poland will 
make it an onslaught,” he g^i d. 

“They ward: to show feat fee loss 
against England last week was 

an accident," 


before assuming foncontroL.3? ^ 
judge from his co mment s y«- - 
terday, this aspect will not 
please Tayion 

He said: Tve got fee utmost . 
respect for Howard Wilkinson. 

He has a tremendous knowl- 
edge ofthe game and if he takes .. 
over fee Under-21s I can un- 
derstand that But I can onfy be 
honest and if someone wife 
lesser experience than myself 
takes over then I would be 
even more disappointed that I 
wasn’t fee choice." 

Platt has already worked 
under Wilkinson in the England - 
Under-ig set-up and his in-j^ 

wrlvementis partofa tohgtenn*^ • 

strategy to groom intohation- 
al coaches which, the EA hopes, 
wifi prevent the England team 
having to share a chfo manager . . 
ever again. 

Leicester inquiry page 23 
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Why we’re all bitten by this bug, like it or not 


First it was just the odd down-page 
story. Then it started to become a 
regular news item. Now hardly a 
day passes without some refer- 
ence, usually in the form of a dire 
wanting. Gradually the threat to the 
world economy posed by the mil- 
lennium bug has risen the news 
agenda. Expect it to rise further in 
the coming months - indeed by the 
time the millennium arrives it win 
be quite a relief to know that soon, 
whatever the outcome, the story it- 
self will pass into history. 

The feet that many computer 
programs will be unable to recog- 
nised the year 2000 and think it is 
1900 has been a profound worry for 
anyone involved in the IT world for 
the last three or four years. But it 
has been essentially a technical and 
financial issue: what needs to be 
fixed and how much wfll it cost. 
Companies and governments have 
been busy organising themselves to 
fix their computers, and see that 
their suppliers and customers were 
doing the same. But for the rest of 
us it has been, at best, an amusing 
quirk and at worst a bore. It has 
been hard to believe it matters. For 
example, someone must have mis- 
set the date on the little portable 
computer on which I am writing this 




column, and it says it is 22 Febru- 
ary 1900. Silly - but not very im- 
portant because I am not relying on 
the computer to tell me the date. 

In the last few weeks, though, the 
tone of the stories has changed 
Suddenly it is becoming an eco- 
nomic story. Many people now re- 
alise that whether or not the bug is 
the threat it has been cracked up 
to be. the feet that people are wor- 
ried about the bug’s potential de- 
structive powers will mean that it 
will have an important impact on 
the world economy. 

Thus banks are stocking -up on 
cash. This may be partly because 
they fear electronic payments sys- 
tems mi gh t fail but it is much more 
because they fear people will want 
a larger-than-usual stock of cash. 
FUnd managers are planning to cut 
trading in the weeks before and 
after the mille nnium in case trad- 
ing systems go down. Conference 
organisers are pushing forward 
conferences to November or back 
to March just in case air travel is 
disrupted. 

So even if there were no direct 
impact - if every computer and 
every embedded chip in the world 
functioned perfectly -the bug would 
still lead to some disruption. What 


might this mean to the world econ- 
ony? Vfell, in world financial circles 
perhaps die most alarmist view 
comes from Dr Ed Yardini, at 
Deutsche Securities in New Ybrk. 
He has upped his estimate of the 
chances of there being a “Y2K" 
global recession to 70 per cent 
TTue, he assumes that there win be 
serious computer failures and he 
may or may not be right about this. 
But he puts the argument in an in- 
teresting way by comparing the 

whnHr from Bie rnilk»nTiTiiTn Vmgnnfr fr 

the oQ shocks of the Seventies. Then 
we were an energy-driven econo- 
. mysrianyhreakmtte supply of en- 
ergy damaged the world economy. 
Now we are an information-driven 
one-, and we face the threat of a 
break in the supply of information. 

The parallel i$ beguiling, but it 
seems to me that you dont need to 
accept his argument to believe that 
he may be correct in Ids conclu- 
sions. He may be right for the 
wrongreasons. This is because the 
bug is adding to economic activi- 
ty ahead of the millennium and will 
subtract from it afterwards. 
Spending on IT investment, par- 
ticularly in the US, has soared in 
the last three to four years and is 
now more than 6 per cent of GDP 



HAMISH: 

McRae 


The timing of the . 
millennium comes 
at a bad point in 
che world economic 
cycle, when we’re 
facing a tricky 
transition from 
inflation to deflation 


and more than half of an UScapi-.; 
tal investment Naturally raudh' of . 
that investment would have taken 
place anyway and is associated-’ 
with the exliacffdfearylOTgEv^ii , 
the Amcsican boom. 

It is very- hard to distinguish 
what spending is fixing problepis - 
and what is ptittingitinew system . 
to improve productivity. Soexjfect 
investment in IT to race-on after- 
' tbebi%isalaBgforgc^feapn^Sm' 

. ButtoeverydependeaceonlTsjrs? 
terns for the vibrancy of US eco- 
' nomic activity is itself a concern if 
there is doubt about the vulnera- 
bility of the systems. And once the 
great burst of work now going on 
to fix the bug problem- is over; it 
would be astouhdtogif there were 
not some sort of pause in spend- 
ing - if only to assess priorities for 

the future. 

There are therefore likely to be 
two different types of post- 
- millennial flop. One comes from 
fear: that through the summer 
and autumn both companies and 
individuals will stockpile ahead of 
the event, bringing forward activ- 
ities (and hence purchases) they 
think might be affected by the 
bug. Then for a couple of months 
after the event (and maybe a 


Stockpile their output this may not ' 
bfritop^inuch of a problem. For 
" those that cannot, like airlines, the 

■ prospect is alarming indeed. 

from^swmgmfoelTiDvestm^ 
.<tyde.:The investment cycle has 

■ Jdng been recognised as one of the 
-■ (ktyereof^be more general busi- 
uztess tyde,but until recently IT was 

not-a farge portion of investment 
' We Have lots of experience of the 
disruption impact of other invest- 
ment qydes: airlines buying aircraft 
m good times, only to have them de- 
livered at just the moment when 
mand fell, or properly companies 
starting to build office blocks in a 
boom, only to complete them and 
have frh«n half-empty in the next 
slump. But we don't have any ex- 
perience of an IT investment cycle. 
Maybe this will be the first one. 

Tb this must be added the pos- 
sibility of a third type of flop, a fi- 
nancial market flop. Markets go up 
and markets go down. You do not 
need to paint the more estrone hor- 
ror scenarios to accept that presort 
valuations, particularly on Wall 
Street, are stretched. If there is a 
general “the party’s over” feeling 


around the milfenimnn, it woulc 
be surprising if tins were not re 
fleeted to some extent in share 
prices. , ’ 

There is a precedent of sorts. Ir f 
December 1899 the Dow fell bj 
nearly a quartet It subsequently re 
covered -but of course the US econ 
omy now is more vulnerable u 
market moves than it was then be 
cause a much larger proportion 0 
the nation's wealth is tied up ii 
shares. 

Wearea bit unlucky. The tuning 
of the mill ennium comes at a bad 
point in the world economic cycle 
towards the end of a long boom is 
America, but before Japan and East 
Aria has recovered from its most se- 
rious post-war slump and when the 
European economy is performing 
unevenly. In addition, the world 
is faring a tricky transition from 
inflation to deflation. 

The oQ shock came at a bad time 
too: a sudden rise in energy prices 
at just the moment the world was r 
faring an inflationary boom. But just 
as we could not chose the timing of 
the first ofl shock, we cannot chose 
the timing of the mill ennium - 
even if my computer thinks we have 
prematurely reached the end of the 
century and gone back to 1900. 



DATELINE: HONG KONG 


’s son asked for a miracle 


By Steven vines 




BEING THE youngest son of Li Ha- 
shing, Hong Kong's most high- 
profile tycoon, confers certain ad- 
vantages in life. Unsurprisingly, it 
has not done any harm to the bur- 
geoning career of Richard Li Tzar- 
Id. 31. He has his father to thank for 
being given a leg-up in the business 
world. Now the Hong Kong govern- 
ment is about to hand him the key 
to the colony in the shape of the job 
of building its hi-tech future. 

Mr Li senior was a master of low 
tech. He made his first fortune in the 
Fifties by producing plastic flowers. 
But he soon discovered there was 
more money to be had in redevel- 
oping the factories that make them. 

As a property tycoon, Mr Li senior 
has few equals: local investors call 
him “superman". When times were 
bad, as they were in the Seventies, 
he showed how adversity could be 
turned to profit by embarking on a 
property-buying spree and emerging 
with buckets full of cash. 

Times are bad again in Hong 
Kong so it is perhaps not entirety 
surprising that the government has 
turned to his youngest son for an- 
other miracle. 

Like the rest of the world, the bu- 
reaucrats who run Hong Kong have 
finally caught up with the idea that 
high technology is the key to high 
levels of economic growth. They 
have come to this realisation rather 
late in the day but treat it as a truly 
original thought 

Looking wistfully at Silicon Valley 
in the US and. more recently, at hi- 
tech developments in Israel the bu- 
reaucrats have decided that they 
want a share of the action and, this 
being Hong Kong, they want it now. 

Mr Li junior has been brought in 
to develop something called a cy- 
berport a 858,000 sq ft prime site, de- 
scribed as a port because it nestles 
dose to the shoreline. Wired up with 
all the latest electronic hardware, 
the site is planned to house 130 com- 
panies. ranging from very large or- 
ganisations, such as IBM to small 
two-raen -and -a -desktop type of com- 
panies which are supposed to thrust 
Hong Kong into the information 



Richard Ii: Fb flowing in his 
high-profile father’s footsteps 

age. It will take quite a bit of thrust- 
ing because Hong Kong is notori- 
ously deficient when it comes to 
developing new technology. In 1996- 
97 local companies invested a mere 
£250m on research and development, 
equivalent to 0.27 per cent of gross 
domestic product Japanese com- 
panies at this time spent the equiv- 
alent of 0.6 per cent 

A survey conducted in 1994 found 
that a third of Hong Kong companies 
spent nothing at all on research and 
development, even this figure might 
not reflect the whole picture because 
very small companies were not in- 
cluded in the survey. Surveys do not 
appear to have been conducted 
since then, presumably the last ex- 
ercise was too depressing. 

Moreover, Hong Kong has a 
severe shortage of people with high- 
technology skills, probably no more 
than 37,000 who quality in some 
way, and has an immigration policy 
which makes it bard for qualified 
foreigners to join the workforce. 

However Sir Donald Ihang. Hong 
Kong's ever- optimistic Financial 
Secretary, is confident that the cy- 
berport “will provide quality prod- 
ucts to upgrade our current 
economic activities and enable us to 
reach out to the limitless cyber 
market". 

Some £lbn is to be invested in the 
project and it is expected to create 
16,000 jobs with the help of compa- 


nies such Hewlett-Packard and the 
internet-surfing group Yahoo. 

, Ruktlu^e are aspects of this de- 
vdogmpntwhich make some people 
in Hong Kong question whether 
any of this will realty happen. Fbr a 
start, there is some unease about the 
government dropping its tradition- 
al laissez-faire stance when it comes 
to the development of new industry. 
Hong Kong used to pride itself on the 
government keeping its nose out of 
business and letting the market de- 
cide which way the economy should 
go- 

Now the government has de- 
creed that high technology is the di- 
rection to take and backed its faith 
with an unprecedented gift of this 
large piece of property to Mr Li 
junior's Century Pacific Group. 

Land is one of Hong Kong’s most 
precious commodities. The gov- 
ernment is the sole owner of land 
and usually releases it by a process 
of tender or auction. In this in- 
stance there was no tender and no 
auction. 

Only Pacific Centiuy was invited 
to develop the site and it will have 
to pay only once it starts getting 
payments from its tenants. 

One third of the cyberport pro- 
ject wift in fact, be devoted to a res- 
idential property development The 
idea being that property rentals 
will subsidise the other hi-tech 
occupants. 

According to the government it 
gave the property to Mr Li junior 
because his company was the only 
one with the resources and the so- 
phisticated technical knowhow to get 
the project off the ground. 

This claim is being greeted with 
a degree of scepticism because the 
part of the Century Pacific Group 
which has been given the land is a 
private company whose assets are 
hidden from the public domain. Its 
listed arm is in Singapore and con- 
tains a hotch-potch of property and 
insurance company holdings. 

The company has no money- 
making operations which involve in- 
formation technology but it has 
signed a deal with Intel the US- 
based semiconductor maker As 
matters stand, the signature on the 



This illustration shows how Hong Kong’s cyberport project at Telegraph Bay in the Pokfalam district will look 


Ras 


contract is the most substantial 
part of the deal Nevertheless, Mr Li 
junior talks a lot about new tech- 
nology and when he set up Pacific 
Century in 1993, at the age of 26, he 
declared that it would be a holding 
company for high-technology in- 
vestments. The only hi-tech project 
it actually got off the ground was an 
esoteric operation employing very 


small aperture terminal technology 
used to provide telecommunica- 
tions links for companies in areas 
where telecom facilities were poor 
After a couple of years, in whichnot 
a penny was earned, this company 
was sold off to the publicly listed 
Hutchison Whampoa, controlled by 
Mr Li senior. 

Mr Li junior’s company is still 


talking about a number of hi-tech 
projects: it remains to be seen 
whether any of them will fly. What 
is sure is that Pacific Century will 
use the cyberport to build an office 
blodc or two and a large number of 
flats. 

No (Hie in Hong Kong seems to re- 
member how Mr Li senior laid the 
basis for his fortune. He went 


around persuading owners 
developed properties to allow 0 
develop for them and paid thei k 
once he had built gleaming □ 1- 
ifices. Mr Li junior looks as I b 
he is doing exactly the sat 1- 
though he claims to be doing 1 - 
thing quite different an e 
government is investing an a< >t 
of faith in him. 
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Barron’s 

How the debate has shifted from 

' whether ' to 'when' Ckhut will 

deiuilue its currency 

THE SPECULATION has been fuelled 

by reports that Beijing has formed 
a” special team to study the impact 
of a possible devaluation of the yuan, 
and a warning by China's top foreign- 
trade official that the nation's exports 
face a “very tough, very difficult' year 
Capital flight puts further pressure 
on the yuan. Last summer we didn't 
anticipate the magnitude and 
rapidity of China's economic slide, 
underscored by skyrocketing un- 
employment, increasing bankrupt- 
cies of state enterprises and banks, 
and rising violence in economically 
ravaged rural areas. 

- Neil A Martin 


Financial Times 

As the outlook in Europe detonates, 
rates need to fall as well as the euro 
to proride relief for industry 

THE BIGGEST obstacle to lower 
interest rates in the euro-zone has 
been politics rather than economics. 
The ECB has been determined to 
prove its independence in the face of 
calls for lower rates Grom politicans. 
With the departure of Oskar La- 
fontaine, the former German finance 
minister, this must not continue. 

The International Monetary Ttind 
last week became the latest interna- 
tional institution to call for lower 
euro-zone rates. The ECB has proved 
its independence from polidticans. It 
must not now demonstrate an indif- 
ference to common sense. 

-Editorial 


The Economist 

'Why the US should raise interest 
rates and return to its 

policy position of last summer 

THE FED cut rates three times last 
autumn. [But] since September, 
fears of a credit crunch have dissi- 
pated; the Dow has risen some 25 per 
cent and the US economy has grown 
even more briskly than predicted. 

There is a risk that a rise in rates 
might trigger a fall on Wall Street 
harming not only the US economy. 
But while the Fled should be raising 
rates, the European Central Bank 
should be cutting them, and Japan 
needs reflation too. Fbr the Jfcd, 
doing nothing is riskier still It is not 
the central bank’s job to prop up an 
overvalued stockmarket. 

-Editorial 


BUSINESS WEEK 

Why resistance to hostile takeovers 
means Germany risks missing out 

on the restructuring it needs 
A SINGLE shareholder frequently 

holds a majority stake in German 
companies. Interlocking holdings 
among banks and insurers is further 
defence against unwanted intrusion. 

It’s time for German authorities to 
give companies more freedom to 
duke it out until the best wins. 

Schroder; now Chancellor could 
temporarily cut the 50-per-cent-plus 

ea p ifad- gains fait to prod hanks tn sell 

industrial stakes. The take-over code 
needs to be made mandatory too. Ger- 
man execs know they have to tough- 
en up. Their government should give 
than a nudge in the right direction. 
- Jack EuTing, FVa?i^to1 


FINANCIAL NEWS 

On the real problem with the 
Stock Exchange's new 
electronic order book 


ONE OF the biggest problems with 
Sets is that old-fashioned fond man- 
agers are stDl so wedded to the idea 
of instant execution. Time and again 
they deal wife brokers on a risk basis, 
instead of putting business through 
the order book, because they cannot 
resist what appears to be an at- 
tractive tad from tbe broker; What the 
fond managers need to remember is 
that if brokers are bidding them for 
stock, it is because they know they 
can make money on it Marketmak- 
ing firms that struggled to make a de- 
cent return under the old trading 
system are making hay under Sets. 

-Editorial 


Newsweek 

On the new Dow Generation, which 
belietvs that God created stocks in 
order to make them rich 


AMONG HOUSEHOLDS arecord 44 pa- 
rent now own stocks. Vet they’ve 
been taking some money out Last 
yean individuals sold a net $500bn of 
titeeqinties they hold diredty Net pur- 
chases bymutual fends fell 14 per cent 
So wfiyis the Dow still going iqj? Rari- 
ty ifs the result of a net dedme in the 
supply tf stocks. Things fike mergers 
and buybacks shrank the market by 
$ 1781a last year Speculation is hop- 
ing, too. As a percentage of personal 
income, money borrowed from bro- 
kers to buy stock has never been so 
high. And yon can’t rule out the Dow- 
Gen's bull Ifs their specaal mark. 

- Jane Bryant Quinn 



Fortune 

On how US politicans ens 
principles of free trade lose 
the practice of proteirriimul 


THE THEORY is that Brazil, *1 
and Russia are ‘dumping’ steel 
ing beicrw the cost of productioili 
US markets. Taken as a whole, ll- 
icy conveys a strange message 
Americans should happUy sea- 
dollars to ailing economies, b 
should object if they send us st 
return. This defies all logic. 

Policymakers would do eve 
a favour if the they heeded theo 
gan: “trade, not aid." An open tr 

system is one of the surest w, 
promote growth around the v 
Sadly current American poli 
getting things exactly backwarf 

-N Gregory Ma 
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BUSINESS REVIEW/3 




Pierre Lescure tefls it, there was 
change in Rupert Murdoch's ap- 
wfaen he came to France in Janu- 
e a merger of his British Sky 
with Canal Pius. “He was the 
think about it," says Lescure, who 
E ng lish with a fair dose of Maurice 
The 5S-year-old former TV pro- 
presenter; who has run Canal 
smfles. “Before January Rupert 
always talked about cooling to the 
and taking the wheeL This is the 
that he talked about offering a 
( one of his jewels Bn return].'’ 
jBas with all of Murdoch's attempts 
^qjfe obtain a foothold in Continental 
Etas fast growing pay-TV market, it 

wasrtobe. 

Mocfa’s proposal to merge News 
CorpW per cent-controlied “jewel" 
-BSfejnth Canal Plus foundered on a 
nranbfissues. There were the screams 
afpnt from French politicians worried 
abonifovasion of cheap imported pro- 
gramg on French TV screens. Mizr- 
doch'ntspoken anti-European views 
and Impatience with government reg- 
ulation any form also grated with the 
LeS-crolled French government. Mur- 
doch t have wanted Paris but Paris 
duhftta to want him. 

. Etas part, Lescure set some tough 
condfe on a Canal-Sky merger too, no- 
tably the new company would be under 
FrenontroL The merger would have 


I 


By Kate Biji kt fv 

t looked like a dream deal for Rupert Murdoch. Hitch Sky to Canal 
Plus and comer the European market in pay TV. But he reckoned 
.without the ambition of the French TV mogul Pierre Lescure... 


In the grand European plan, Lescure's 
onjy gap is in Germany but even there 
Canal sells some of its thematic channpls 
on the extensive cable network and holds 
a minority stake alongside Murdoch in 
VOX. Murdoch has said he could turn VOX 
into a pay-TV platform, but little has ac- 
tually been done. 

Fbr the time being the powerful Kirch 
Cheap holds the upper hand in German pay 
TV. The ageing but very wily Leo Kirch is 

negotiating to take foil control of the pay- 
TV operator Premiere from its partner; but 
erstwhile rival, the channel Be rtelsmann 
Bertelsmann, which also publishes news- 
papers and magazines and owns publish- 



— .. a- — — ~ 

agemeontrol, there were tax issues in- m 
vofaeder just three meetings, the deal 
was oht the fact that it was Murdoch 
kaockon Canal’s door says volumes 
about strong the French pay-TV com- 
pany become. 

“Tears ago we were a little afraid 
of Mmfa,” confided a senior Canal Phis 
exectr “Ntaw we are a force. We con- 
trol Hllion subscriptions. Murdoch 
; doesntare us anymore." 

# T^opean pay-TV market is set to 

* grow inbout 55 million subscribers at 
- the en!998 to about 97 million by 2006, 

accord to figures from Baskerville 
Conmhations. And with digital tech- 
noiogjl business is about more than just 
TV Ioctive services from weather to 
toteweeess are part of the p^y-TV pie- 
fore. P03 there will be 29 million digi- 
tal se> boxes in Europe with a bullt-m 
nwfettconfing to consultancy Data- 


an alternative strategy moving rprietrfy mto 
online ventures with AOL, Barnes and 
Noble, and Lycos. It wants to keep its ex- 
tensive free-TV business, which runs the 
RTL stable of channels, but may be pre- 
pared to surrender Premiere. Gaining 
control of Premiere win give Kirth the dis- 
tinction of ruling Germany's pay-TV mar- 
ket which, contrary to its free-TV business, 
is underdeveloped 

Ova: the years, Murdoch and Canal Plus 
have both tried to gain pay-TV footholds in 
Germaqy But the huge number of free-TV 
channels, plus local and European regu- 
lations that have limited the ability of die 
German players, namely Bertelsmann, 
Deutsche Ihleknm and Kirch, to work to- 
gether; has made pay TV expensive to op- 
erate and has limited its growth. 

Earlier this month Kirch reorganised 
and created stronger ties with Mediaset, 


the TV and advertising arm of Silvio 
Berlusconi's Etoinvest However; the new 
DMllbn (£3JJbn) company which counts 
Saudi Prince Alwaleed bin Talal as an in- 
vestor does not indude Kirch's loss-mak- 
ing digital pay-TV business DFL nor its 
stake in Premiere. So some observers see 
Kirch looking for partners in pay TV 

Lescure’s comment on Germany is 
that he hopes Kirch can revive DFl go 
Canal Hus can sell him their thematic 
channels. 

Locked out of Germany at least for the 
time being, Murdoch earlier thfo year 
made a run at Italy. In a thinly veiled at- 
tempt to lookmore European, he hired the 
former head of the Italian state broad- 
caster; Lebzia Moratti, and announced a 


against its rival, Tete+, which is con- 
trolled by Canal Phis. 

As it turned out, the deal with Tdecom 
Italia was Murdoch bravado than sub- 

stance. Italian politicians, waxy of allowing 
Italian TV to foil into foreign hands, also 
moved quickly A new cap on the number 
of foot ball games a pay-TV operator can 
control was put into place, leaving Murdoch 
little ammunition against the dominant 
phtyer Tete+. Shortly after this fiasco, Mur- 
doch came calling in Paris. 

Lescure undoubtedly matches Murdodi 
with the extent of his ambition. Each con- 
trols a diffe rent aid of the spectrum - Les~ 
cure has Europe, not the world, white for 
Murdoch the situation is reversed. Canal 
Plus is a big name in France, but Lescure 


wants .to be taken seriously by the English- 
speaking world. When be was first invited 
to the AHen & Co annual gathering of the 
world’s media Site at Sun Valley where the 
likes of Bany Dfflec John Malone, Jeffrey 
Katzenberg and Murdoch himself rub 
shoulde rs, Les cure was thrilled. Pro senior 
TV executive who knows him well says; 
“Pierre loves all that" EbrLescure^ the man 
who once dated French film icon Cather- 
ine Deneuve and counts Gerard Depardfen 
as a good friend, Sun Vhfley is access to the 
Anglo-Saxon world 

Canal Plus is fast developing outside of 
EVance, where nearly half of its subscrip- 
tion bare now Bes (see <har0. Ds core <han- 

nel, called Canal*, has been up and 
running since November 1984 and mixes 
exclusive sprats, movies and entertain- 
ment, modi ofit locaPyprodaoed lie oesn- 
pany holds exchisive pay rights to French 
football le ague games until 2001. Under its 


ital television than Sky. Partly this was due 
to competitive pressure in France from a 

rival service called TPS, controlled by TFL 
Since launching its CanalSateDite digi tal 
service in April 1996 Canal Plus has signed 
up 12 milfian subscribers in France. TPS 
counts about 610,000 subscribers. But 
Can al Pius 's roots- and for the time h»ing 
its profits - are in its flagship terrestrial 
service. Today 75 per cent of its 4_s mflUnn 
French subscribers pay 179FF 00.9) a 
month to receive just the one-channel 
service. In other European countries, 
Canal Plus has tried to replicate the 
French model, with varying d^jrees of suc- 
cess. But all of its non-French operations 
are set to break even over the next three 
years (see chart). 

In Spain, with publishing powerhouse 
the Prisa Group, Canal Pius has had a 
rough time juggling shifting government 

. a., i . 


rent of its revenues into acquiring film 
rights, and has traditionally invested in 90 
per cent of the films made in France. The 
company also has invested in 30 different 
thematic channels, from a documentary 
channel, Planete, to a 1950s US cult TV 
channel, Jimmy, named after James Dean 
and Jimmy Hendrix. Twenty-two of these 

channels have been developed with the for- 
mer international arm ofTale-Comnnmi- 
cations Inc (TCD. Canal also owns about 
a third of Eurosport Many of the Canal 
c han nels are localised and exported to the 
company's non-French services. 


; — wawmuiiuHvtu, vuilslg- 

ital, controlled by the former state-owned 
telecom operator Telefonica. 

Earjy in 1997 Canal Plus achieved a real 
coop by acquiring its biggest pay-TV com- 
petitor NetHoId - owners of the FDmNet 
film channel - from the luxury goods com- 
pany Richemont Although some said the 
price tag was high, the deal extended 
Canal’s presence in several hey markets, 
namely Scandinavia and the Benelux 
countries, and gave C anal a minority 
stake in Tele*. 

That same year Canal Pins also did a 

little horse trading with Kirch, selling 
Kirch its stake in Premiere, and buying 


Much runs a global media empire, 
andtoUKBSkyBhasavirtualstran- 
gleholi pay T\£ but across the Channel, 
Marti, is notable fbr his absence- Not 
thsUssrft been trying. But his frontal 
assawn Germany andltaty have so far 
yiefctfile. 

- Mfliite, Canal Plus boasts pay-TV 
operas in 11 European countries, and 
nratt'Africa. After threeyearstrfheavy 
cosfetaunch digital services, 1999 will 
see Ol break even on its French cfigi- 
taTlwess and return to 1996 pre-digital 
ea&hw levels of an estimated 4bn 
frer&jancs (£420m>: 


THE STORY goes that Pierre - 
Lescure, who was working as a 
TiewsdiredoratprfjBcstationAn- * 
tenria 2, took barely five minutes 
toaccept the post ^programme' 

. director at .titeTiewfy founded - 
CanalPlus.The request camera . 
late 1983 fromGanal Plus founder •; 
Andre Rousselet, then a topex- 
ecutive at Havas, foMi a vi- 

sion and the right political, 
connections (he was agoffing . 
buddy offormer French Presi- 
dent FtBaqms Mitterand) to get ' 
aBcensetermachai^tociHn- 


. pete ag ainst Frances three gov- 

eniment-oiwned diawn rit -,v 

! Roussefetwantedtosetnpan 
HBO-Ske pay TVmovie channtf 
but french Law prevents airing 
movies on Friday and Saturday 
nights , to protect French ctnema 
So Lescare mixed movies with 
five sports coverage, documen- 


pbHtics that uses soptristicateti 
P°EP®te to poke fan at everyone 
from French, politicians to the 
he^ofCanalFhis’sriral&Xes- 
ame himself hasa puppet When 


- Lescure became COO of Canal 
Hus in 1986. By late 1993 and 


Les GuSgncis ran a sketch with ' 


rf. , • ■ TT 3WJJT' 

roe qwrts coverage, documen- pfe^sfrtuSur^heSKJtdrmliing 
tanes^mnac^emafisLHealso U^nrmdfai^ber-onfD^d^: 


cartoons made by Canal’s own 
Studios to IhepppalarLes' Guig~ 


up an elevator- to add pieces to 
the raganisaliosal chart, until fi- 
nally he was floating in a spa ce- 
ship saying: “See, it's siLvery- 
simple and dean” 


-wito his mam shareholder Havas 
over a consolidalion of its stake 
with another shareholder Com- 
pagde GKzterale des Earn: 

Itw aspartoftiiefirst steps to- 
ward creatfog the multi-media 
group now called Vhrencfi, but 
Rousselet felt that his power at 
Canal was being strqjped away. 

- Roussdet resigned and Les- 
cure was named CEO in 
February 1994. '. 


Pierre Lescure: 

Bom July 1945 
October 1982 news director 
Antenna 2 

November 1983 Joined Canal 
Plus as programme director 
May 1986 COO of Canal Hus 
February T 994 chairman and 
CEO Canal Hus 
Lescure is president of the 
Paris St-Germain football 
dub (In which Canal Plus 
owns a stake) and he is chair- 
man of Canal Plus's film sub- 
sidiary Studio Canal 


Kir ch's 4 5 per cent stake in Tale+, there- 
by giving it control of the Italian pay-TV 
operator: 

Last year Vivendi, the waterto-media 
group formerly known as Compagnie Gen- 
erate des Eaux. took direct control of Canal 

Plus when it increased its stake in the ad- 
vertising group Havas, which has a large 

stake in Canal Hus. At the time observers 

wondered if Lescure’s powers would be un- 
dermined by^ VSvendPs aggressive and dri- 
ven CEO, Jean-Marie Messier: 

However; when Lescure perceived a 

threat to CanalSatelHte, which Canal Plus 
owns with partners, French producer 
ue Pathe and US giant Time Warner; Messier 
i a was quick to pitch in. When Canal Plus’s 
'I- rival TFl began purchasing shares in 
al Pathe, Lescure and Vivendi stepped in, taw- 
'd nearly 30 per cent of Pathe’s shares. 
*S TFl ma in ta in s it was only making a 

ut friendly alliance with Pathe, but it also con- 
's trols TPS, CanalSatellite's rivaL Lescure 
al was not about to have his rival so dose to 
n “the heart" of CanaJSateflite. 
a Before taking the topjob at Canal Pius, 

^ Lescure was the progr amming director: 
s, His ambition is to make Canal Pius a 
e “major" in the Hollywood sensed the word. 

)- His first experience with the Holfywood set 

s cost Canal Pius more than $25mC£iSm) as 
e his partners, Cardco, crashed and burned 
in the mid-1990s through budget mis- 
e management It was an expensive lesson, 
a Lescure’s 17 per cent shareholding in that 

t deal gave him no voice and nowadays it is 

i, an equal partnership or no thing 

That is the structure of the year-old 
I movie deal he has with Warner Brothers, 
the first fruit of which - a film called Mes- 
I sage in a Bottle starring Kevin Costoer - 
opens in Europe this summer. 

Lescure says that all the elements are 
in position to build a full-scale global com- 
pany. His power mFrance in particular; and 

Europe in general, may be providing the 
foundation, but it is also hol ding him hack. 

“All we need to dedde is the architec- 
ture of the house," says Lescure. Butif he 
wants a room with a view of the whole 
world, then France's most powerful TV 
mogul wiD _have to put all his focus into pro- 
jects outside his homeland, especially in 
North America. Canal Plus has had some 
success selling its pay-TV technology into 
the US market, but programming is Les_ 
cure’s probable best building block to the 
English-speaking world. Recently Les- 
cure dedded to group together his pro- 
duction, TV rights and distribution assets 
into a re-vamped company called Canal 
Plus Images, which will float on the mar- 
ket m the next 18 months. 

But although great programming is 
me way forward for Lescure’s global am- 
brtion, it will be hispofitical skills which will 
be tested The Australian-born Murdoch 

started off as just as much an outsider in 
America, and eventually had to become a 

lOdtil ITC mfnnn 4. J Ttn — . 
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uus countrymen would souffle him), but 
somehow or othei; he’ll find the appropri- 
ate key to open the New Whrid door: 


> 
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Theorists should admit they make mistakes 


rr is a sign of either greater wis- 
dom or the woolliness of thought 
that comes with age and mother- 
hood, but it serais to me that die 
most frightening people are those 
who are sure they are right Par 
less damage is caused by the ten- 
tative folks who are prepared to 


that goes for economic policy as 
much as any thing else. 


tacular demonstrati on s in recent 
years nfthp rinmn go mffirtwi hyra;- 
cess certainty on the world econ- 
omy. Most of them have involved 
developing; countries which have 
fallen victim to one theory or an- 
other about how economies 
progress. The transition econo- 
mies of Eastern Europe and Rus- 
sia were hammered by the 
eadreme free market ideology of the 
Thatcher and Reagan era, and 
the notion that markets were the 
one and only key to development 
also carried over to East Asia. 

tt must be pretiy obvious to even 
the most hardened ideologue by 
now that markets are not enough. 
Russia is in turmoil In Asia, some 
countries, such as South Korea, 
seem an the way to recovery but 


others, like Indonesia, are suffer- 
ing terrible dislocation and hard- 
ship. There are few parts of the 
world outside the dub of advanced 
post-industrial economies not ex- 
periencing turbulence from the 
wash of the global financial crisis. 

In circumstances like these, 
economic historians come into 
their own. A new pamphlet by 
one eminent historian, Douglass 
North, published by the Institute 
of Economic Affairs (thelEAwas 
rae of the pioneers of that dam- 
aging free- market extremism), 
makes an eloquent case for being 
modest about what we can achieve 
in terms of economic develop- 
ment Professor North writes: 
“Economic history is an endless 
depressing tale of miscalculation 
leading to femme, starvation, de- 
ceit and warfare, death, economic 
stagnation and decline, and indeed 
the disappearance of whole civili- 
sations.” The spectacular growth 
of the Western world in the past 
four or five centuries is. he argues, 
an aberration. 

Be suggests there are three 
ways we normally get things 
wrong. One is never being able to 
know enough about reality be- 


cause the world is so large and 
complex. A second is being misled 
bya particular b^i^systan or ide- 
ology, which means we will twist 
evidence to what we think ought 
to be true. The third, and most in- 
teresting in the context of the re- 
cent Upheaval in wnprg m g and 

transition economies, is haring 
scant understanding of the role 
played by institutional structures 
and politics in economic growth. 

Clearly, one of the explanations 
for the differing abilities of coun- 
tries to cope with the financial cri- 
sis has been their differing 
hffititutionalfraineworks.lt has be- 
came part of the new conventional 
wisdom to say that strong banking 
systons, an incorrupt civil service, 
the application of the rule of law, 
and so on, are preconditions for 
economic development This has 
also been emphasised in the work 
of many outstanding academic 
economists over the years, in- 
cluding Amartya Sen, last year's 
winner of the Nobel Prize in eco- 
nomics. But it is true to say it has 
been overlooked by many profes- 
sional economists in the recent 
past and is only now starting to 
permeate everyday economics. 



Diane 

Coyle 


Look at the damage 
Inflicted by excess of 
certainty - it must be 
obvious to even the 
most hardened 
ideologue that free 
markets alone are 
not enough 


Professor North spells out 
here what ought to have been : 

hh'nifingly nhyimig aU along — 

was te many noitprafesaonals.: ^ 
•Anymaktet that is going to work 
-well is structured; it is struc- 
tured by deliberate efforts to 
make the players compete by ; 
price, mid qualify rather than 
compete by kiDmg each other” . 

The job of government is to ; 
structure the gamein such a way 
as to minimise violence ^and 
poverty and maximise economic 
gains. This will require radically 
different structures at different 
times, because circumstances . 
change r technology moves on, for 
example, turning what was once 
a natural monopoly into a poten- 
tially competitive market- 

The conventional elements of 
tee recipe for growth are more 
people, more physical capital - 
and a better quality of both -and 
technical progress. The missing 
ingredient is the right institu- 
tional structure. Some of the gaps 
in our understanding are starting 
to be filled by research on glob- 
alisation. For the first time there 
is a lot of comparative work cov- 
ering the whole planet, not just the 


advanced or just, the developing 
economies, Abort published this 
week,- Global TYOTisjbrmqtioBsby 
BavidHeM andotbers, is aaim- 
pressive and comprehensive syn- 
thesis of recent poetical and : 
economicdiaiiges.WeiiEedalot 
more of this sort dfinsight - 
It is not just a matter of *we- 
ventalg ■ Western' . academics 
wreaking unintended havoc on 
developing countries, -although 
there is deariy a need for intel- 
lectual modesfyherennsight into 
institutions and politics alio mat- 
ters for our understanding of our 
own economies and how theirper- 
fonnancemight beimproved. In a 
recent speech Lawrence Sum- 
mers, the US Deputy Treasury 
Secretary, noted that no two coun- 
tries with a McDanald'shad gone 
-te’warwith each other It’s a funny 
line, but makes a serious point 
To get even more parochial 
there is an institutional and polit- 
ical chasm between Anglo-Saxon 
and Continental lab our markets. 
The US has low unemployment, 
Europe high levels. Wage struc- 
tures and benefit systems differ 
widely Is one model better than the 
other? Similarly the US has a 


vastly greats- rate of new business 
star t ups and H wrwiiitps thp hig h- 
technology industries. This is an 
aspect of the Am e rican economy 
that Gordon Brown would like to 
impart to the UK The Budget con- 
tained afewmodert tax incentives, 
but we actually know very little 
about what it ism America that fos- 
ters entrepreneurship and an 
aptitude for computers. 

The best of Britain’s economics 
profession, gathering in Notting- 
ham this week for the annual con- 
ference of the Royal Economic 
Society, appears to have been 
smitten with uncertainty com- 
pared with years past The re- 

seardi being presented is heavily 

weighted towards the empirical, 
and the institutional Perhaps 
we will start get tin g some an- 
swers now that the feet there is a 
question has been acknowledged. 

&myle@independenLQo.uk 
'Understanding the Process of 
Economic Change \ by Douglass 
North (TEA 0171-799 3745 ) 

‘ Global IVa nsformations', by 
David Held,- Anthony McGrew, 
David -Gc&dbtatt and Jonathan 
Permian (Polity Press) 
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Will the Internet 
frenzy ever die? 


HISTORY IS not a popular topic on 
the stock market or wtth Internet en- 
trepreneurs. But the frantic pace of 
activity among new Internet stocks 
raises some questions about how for 
the past is a guide to future market 
performance in one of the most 
fast-developing areas of investment 

At the end of last yean it looked 
as if the market for initial public of- 
ferings (IPOs) of Internet companies 
had died under the weight of supply 
and concerns about the broader 
market place. In the past few 
months it bas exploded a gain, and 
the flow of new IPOs in the coming 
weeks looks almost unstoppable, 
raising questions about whether 
history will repeat itself. 

The IPO market as a whole had 
a hair-curling ride last year; culmi- 
nating with Stephen Patemot and 
Todd Krizelman making Wall Street 
history when their Internet 
company, theglobe.com, surged to a 
record premium on the first day's 
trading. The huge volume of public 
offerings in the first half of the year 
then dried up as oversupply turmoil 
in the broader market and poor per- 
formance in the after-market hit de- 
mand- In the first quarter of 1998 
there were 65 deals raising $5J>bn 
(£3.3bn) in equity, according to Re- 
naissance Capital's IPO Intelligence 
Online, rising to 104 deals and $I5bn 
in the second quarter. The third and 
fourth quarters combined saw only 
78 deals, raising $24bn. 

But the IPO market has taken off 
again this year, with dozens of deals 


By Andrew marshall 

hitting the market Most - and cer- 
tainly the most lucrative for the in- 
vestors - are Internet-related. In 
February 1998. there were 46 IPOs 
of which two were Internet-based, 
according to IPO Reporter newslet- 
ter to February 1999, there were 36, 
of which 10 were Internet-related, 
and by the end of February, 28 new 
Internet companies had filed notice 
of plans for offerings. 

The stock which ended the IPO 
doldrums was eBay, the online auc- 
tioneer, which is one of the few In- 
ternet companies to actually make 
a profit Its target price last Sep- 
tember was $18 a share and it ended 
the first day at $47; by December 31 
it stood at $241.25, up 1,240 per cent 

The Internet frenzy is being fed 
by venture capital firms, which 
poured a record $12bn into new com- 
panies last yean according to Ven- 
tureone, a San Francisco research 
firm. Although the number of deals 
plunged as the market collapsed at 
the end of the yean Internet startups 
accounted for about a third of ven- 
ture-capital backed IPOs, compared 
to 12 per cent the year before. In the 
third quarter of last yean mergers 
and acquisitions heavfiy outpaced 
IPOs, as larger technology compa- 
nies bought out Internet startups, 
but now the direction of movement 
is bach towards public offerings. The 
results - for investors, venture cap- 
italists and the companies con- 
cerned- are too attractive to miss. 


These deals have shown some ex- 
traordinary performers, such as 
[Village, a women’s network. The 
company doubled the expected 
starting price range before it 
launched, and even teen the stock 
ended its first day up more than 230 
per cent It sold a 16 per cent stake 
to raise $87.6m. 

MiningCo.com, an Internet 
search service, earlier this month 
raised its expected share price from 
$12-$14 to $23-$25, an indication of the 
scale of the demand. It priced at $25 
last week, and started trading at $55. 

Most Internet stocks have 
debuted up more than 100 pe? cent 
on their firet das and the trend is for 
the price range to be doubled before 
launch. Priceftne.com, which sells fi- 
nancial and travel services, became 
tee latest on Friday last week, rais- 
ing its price range to between $12 
and $14 from $7 and $9. 

There have been plenty of stocks 
in there for eager investors: Cheap 
Tickets, a Hawaii-based airline tick- 
- et re-seller, MarketWatch.com, a fi- 
nancial information site, and many 
others. Those expected to make 
their appearance in coming weeks 
indude some established companies 
floating off the Internet-related arms 
of their business, attracted by tee 
growing frenzy. Barnes and Noble, 
the large US bookseller and Ber- 
telsman, the German media com- 
pany, are to offer shares in their 
online joint venture, Barnesandno- 
ble.com, and Donaldson Lufkin & 
Jenrette Securities is floating part 







Stephen Patemot and Todd Krizelman saw their firm theglobe.com surge to a record premium on its first clay’s trading Neville 


of its DUdirect online trading ser- 
vice. One of tee latest to file is 
topjobs.net pic, a British-based re- 
cruitment advertising company. 

The apparent attractions of these 
stocks for individual investors have 
helped keep interest at fever pitch, 
especially amongst the day traders 
who devote their lives to the market 
The dozen or so Internet offerings 
that have already priced this year 
have risen an average of 200 per cent 
from their offering prices. But it is 
worth pointing out that there are 
plenty of risks as welL Few individ- 
ual investors were in for tee kill on 
the first day. Investors who bought 
in tee retail market at the starting 


price would have lost money on IPOs 
. taken as a whole last yean Most of 
the gains— and most of the demand 
now - comes from the large insti- 
tutional investors. 

The IPO market is almost com- 
pletely absorbed with Internet 
stocks at the moment, raising some 
questions about the market's broad- 
er strength. Other IPOs fike the man- 
agement recruitment firm 
Kcrn/Ftary or the fruft company Del 
Monte, have performed much less 
impressively. Eleven deals are set to 
come to market this week; but five 
are held over from last week. Pep- 
siCo’s Pepsi Bottling Group is among 
them , and it is planning to raise 


around $SL5bn. It is emblematic of 
the market’s problems that it may 
go with less than a bang. Of seven 
IPOs last week, five - all Internet- 
related - soared; the other two 
(Ducati Motor Holdings and Delta 
Galil Industries) hit trouble. 

TBie attractions are dean when the 
deal worts. The venture capitalists 
get a huge return on their investment 
the institutions which buy the stocks 
main* a fast killing , and tee individ- 
ual investors who take on the stocks 
have a reasonable expectation of 
stunning grins. When Broadcastoom 
goes up 250 per cent in its first day 
everybody is happy; but not every 
start follows that pattern. The boom 


may be losing momentum: i 
though tee figures for last \ 
Iflnnp-hfts fort spectacular; th 
down from average gains of 
than 200 per cent earlier in the 
Hangin g over the market 
question of last year's co 
That was in part the result of !■ 
oversupply, coming at a time * 
demand was sloping off and core 
was rising about tee rest 1 
world. Non-Internet IPOs au 
ready having to postpone deal* 
there are more than enough * 
net deals in tee pipeline thisyv. 
make for a busy calendar: toel- 
tion is whether there is the- 
mentum there to support the! 
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Great hotel 
deals 



Leeds/Selby 

Peterborough 

Sheffield 

Stevenage 

Walsall' 

York 



Epping 

Plymouth 

Ashford 

Glasgow Erskine 

Portsmouth 

Basingstoke 

Gloucester 

Rochester 

Birmingham 

Hull 

Rugby/Northampton 

Birmingham City 

Ipswich 

Stoke-on-Trent 

Cardiff 

Lancaster 

Swindon 

Carlisle 

LeedsiBradford 

Taunton 

Chester 

Leeds/Brighouse 

Teesside 

Coventry 

Leicester 

Wakefield 

Croydon 

Lincoln 

Wamngton/Runcom 

Derby/Burton 

Maidstone/Sevenoaks 

Washington 

Edinburgh 





Basildon 
Bexley 

Birmingham Airport 
Brentwood 
Cardiff City 
Colchester 
Fareham 


Glasgow Airport 
Glasgow City 
Haydock 
High Wycombe 
Hull Marina 
Manchester 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Norwich 
Preston 
Reading 
Southampton 
Southampton/Eastleigh 
Swansea 


Bristol 
Cambridge 
Dublin (IR) 
Famborough 
Guildford 
Leeds' 

Nottingham City 
Nottingham/Derfay 



2 course dinner only t | y 

Ask for detaib when checking-in at the hotel 


Posthouse 

See veur travel aaer.t or caii ojotirc refc-rerce; 'rCCUS 2' 

0800 40 40 40 
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Corporate Profilf; 




fits are rocketing and dividends are rising. But shares are plummeting and it’s just fallen out of the FTSE 100. 
So is Greg Hutchings’ Tomkins just a fashion victim - or are there f undament al flaws with a company that 
makes everything from Hovis bread and Mr Kipling cakes to Hayter lawnmowers and Smith & Wesson guns? 

The outsider 


Terry Wilkinson 
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Snap Shot 



Chairman: Greg Hutchings 
Employee: 66,000 
1998 turnover: £5bn 
1998 pre-tax profit: £50Om 
Market capitalisation: £3.2bn 
Activities: Engineering 33%; 
food 33%; components 28%; 
professional, garden end lebue S% 
Consumer oreads: Hovis, 
Mother’s Pride. Lyon's Cakes, 
Sharwoods, Smith Sr Wesson 
Major acquisitions: Phillips 
industries, Rank Hovis 
McDougall, Gates, Stant 
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Tin- Pi. aver: PuiLip’SvTNSTUAD, Chairman of Parity 


We want to lead the world in e-commerce 


PERS0L DETAILS: Aged 56. 
lives in hury Berkshire. Drives 
sOverAsMartin DB5 convertible. 
Hobbieslude collecting classic 
cars andfing his^ vineyard in the 
Sooth of oce. A keen sportsman, 
he enjojaying cricket, golf and 
skiing fived OBE for his con- 
tribntiQEhe UK software indus- 
try. ibtalaiy/fiees in 1997 of 
^68,000 

CHALLGE: To repeat the suc- 
cess of past five years during 
which IVs market capitalisation 


has grown from earn to around 
£300m. Mr Swinstead says compa- 
nies “always have to have a 
vision.” He predicts that electronic 
commerce will be a major boom 
sector “Site are t h row i ng our hat into 
the e-commerce ring” he says, and 
forecasts Parity “will be one of die 
leaders in the western work!" 

CORPORATE BACKGROUND: 
Mr Swinstead has been described by 
industry insiders as “the great guru 
of the IT services sector”. He has ex- 
tensive knowledge of the sector 


garnered frqm his 40 years in the in- 
dustry. He led the management 
buy-in to create Parity in 1993. He 
had founded and run SD-Sdcon for 
22 years, turning It into one of Eu- 
rope’s largest software services 
companies, ft was sold in 1991 to 
£3>S,partafGeneralMotors. 

STRATEGY When Parity was cre- 
ated five years ago its dear strate- 
gy was to create a significant FT 
business with two arms; interna- 
tional IT solutions and a high qual- 
ity IT staff agency in the UK- This 


by Nicola Reeves 



was achieved in 1998 with the two di- 
visions producing combined rev- 
enues of £290m. Mr Swinstead says 
Y2K issues and the impact of the 
euro are “not major factors”. He is 
confident western air trafBc control 
and nuclear systems will not fell as 
a result of the date change. He an- 
ticipates problems with some ac- 
counting HHling and City systems. 
Banff is back on the acquisition trail 
after a quiet year in 1998. Three busi- 
nesses purchased in the previous 
year were successfully integrated 
into the group. have a very dear 


idea about who we want to be”, he 
says. He would like to broaden Par- 
ity’s geographic coverage in the 
US, outside its base in New York. 
Thereisalsotooughttobescopeto 
acquire some niche businesses in 
Continental Europe in areas such as 
training and consultancy 

MANAGEMENT STYLE: Relaxed. 
The management of the group is a 
team effort, says Mr Swinstead, 
who spends much of his time on 
strategy assessing the future di- 
rection of the company and any 


possible acquisition opportunities. 

MOST ADMIRES IN BUSINESS: 
Philip Hughes and his Logics com- 
puter software company. Other com- 
panies Mr Swinstead rates highl y 
indude Admiral and Druid. 

CITY VERDICT: Parity does not 
eqjoy the lofty ratings seen by larg- 
er computer software companies 
such as Logfoa. This reflects the 
lower value placed by the City cm 
Parity’s staff agency business. But 
Mr Swinstead is highly regarded. 


UT DOWN ON YOUR PAPERWORK, DON’T DO IT. 


40 


llrii help you cut out the paper, but sadly not the work. If you keep all your documents on a computer, you won’t clutter up the office and risk losing important Information. There are 
4i;ijiays that IT can make your day mom efficient. Microsoft can provide the right small business solution to suit your company. See your Microsoft suppBer, call 0345 00 10 00 ext 203 or 
liw.riileroMfLooovWyoiirbosliieae/ tor furtoer details. So on. do It. 


Solutions for Small Business 

Where do you want to go today?* Microsoft 
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Market Leaders pick Their Market Leader 


The canary 


Welcome to London: Tony 
Blair himselF is expected to 
greet delegates to the annu- 
al meeting of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development which throws its 
annual bash in London next 
week. Doubtless he will be too 
polite to mention the bank’s 
massive losses in Russia. The 
bank is refusing to disclose the 
condition of its loan book, de- 
scribing the matter as “secret". 

Sell the euro: In January, it 
seemed every analyst in town 
was celling us to fin our boots 
with euros. Since then it has 
been ail one way in the wrong 
direction: German politicians 
demand Interest rate cuts: sell 
the euro. War in the Balkans: 
sell the euro. Now the 
prospect of an interest rate cut 
in Euroland has provoked the 
standard reaction: sell the 
euro. Where are all the ge- 
niuses who were telling us in 
January to buy the euro? 
Crafting more drivel, no doubt. 

Life is a cabaret: Paris rocked 
as JP Morgan threw a splendid 
party at the Musee des Arts 
Foralntf to honour those 
attending the Inter-American 
Development Bank annual 
meeting. There were expensive 
cigars, clowns and even a 
carousel. Could this be a sign 
that the party's back on for 
emerging markets? One cynic- 
wasn't so sure: “It’s hard to tell 
which are the clowns and 
which are the bankers." he said. 

Online bankers: The intro- 
duction of e-mail at Coutts al- 
lows customers to send 
provocative messages to their 
managers. One customer, in- 
furiated by 
reports that 
the bank had 
extended a 
£4m over- 
draft to the 
Queen Moth- 
er (right), re- 
ceived his 

comeuppance, however, when 
an e-mail whistled back to- 
asting that there was “no truth 
at all" to the recent stories. 


Licence to print money: 

Whoever said it was impossi- 
ble to make money on the In- 
ternet? British physicist 
Laurence Godfrey has so far 
filed info highway libel actions 
against companies and indi- 
viduals in the Australia. Cana- 
da. the United States, and New 
Zealand and his winnings are 
mounting. Now he has man 
aged to persuade Mr Justice 
Morland to allow him to pro 
eeed against Demon Internet, 
which carried an allegedly ii 
bellous posting on an ob 
scure Internet news group 
falsely purporting to be from 
Godfrey himself. Upstanding 
though Godfrey certainly is. 
the decision opens the possi- 
bility for potential litigants to 
anonymously libel themselves, 
and then to turn around and 
sue every Internet service 
provider within reach of a writ. 

canary@exite.co. uk 


Who is the biggest noise 
in the music industry? 


Paul Conroy 

President, 

Virgin Records. UK 
IF I had to pick out one individual 
who works for the entire industry, 
it would have to be John Deacon, 
the director-general of the BPL 
He's always working for the overall 
good of every company. He's not in 
die most glamorous end of the busi- 
ness, but does his job with style and 
grace. 

John has achieved an enormous 
amount over the years, in particu- 
lar Ms work with the Government 
But the record industry has many 
talented people. I really admire the 
Artist & Repertoire people who dis- 
cover and make records and am ex- 
tremely lucky to have two such 
individuals within the Virgin or- 
ganisation in Ashley Newton and 
David Boyd. 

Richard Griffiths 

Chairman 

BMG Entertainment 
International, UK and Ireland 
The music industry is becoming in- 
creasingly more competitive as a 
business. These days to be an out- 
standing leader in music, you not 
only have to have the ability to spot 
talent, and develop and manage 

ttiA artists ypn gign r hnt ynn also nppH 

to be a savvy business person. EMTs 
Ken Berry is someone I admire for 
his ability to combine a charismat- 
ic and personal touch with his artists 
with a keenly astute business sease. 

He’s a ‘babyfaced kflier 1 nego- 
tiator; and someone who is willing 
to put his neck on the line for some- 
thing he believes in. Two of his best 
moves in the last fewyears were to 
sign Janet Jackson and the Rolling 
Stories. This business is about tak- 
ing risks and being decisive about 
what you believe in. 

As a manager; Km trusts his peo- 
ple and is very good about letting 
them get on with their jobs. Addi- 
tionally, I admire the fact that his 
wine cellar is even better than 


Paul Birch 

Managing Director. 

Revolver Music 

A MAN in the industry I very much 
admire is Tony Wadsworth of EML 
He is a very moderate chap and a 
negotiator with a light touch. There 
are some difficult issues which crop 
up in music which can bring com- 
panies into confrontation so. obvi- 
ously his light touch is a good thing. 

Paul Burger should be men- 
tioned purely because he brought 
Celine Dion to the world. And also 
because he's an extraordinary man. 
One day he’s bound to become the 
boss of Sony Worldwide. He’s not at 
all showy and has a conservative 
manner. I think he'll prove to be a 
long-distance runner. 

Finally, Td like to mention Rob 
Dickens who has progressed from 
the bottom to the top. He was a firm 
hand at Warners when it needed it 
and is now chairman of BPL About 
two weeks ago set up his own label 
- Instant Karma. 

He handles the difficult issues 
with judgement and reason. It may 
seem like the entertainment busi- 
ness is all fun, but there are con- 
stantly knives at our backs. He 
manages to work through the chaos 
with dignity and humour The one 
quality these three all have in com- 
mon is vision. That’s the most dif- 
ficult commodity to both find and 
retain. 





Rob Dickens: The former head of Warners, who set np his own label. Instant Karma, earlier this month 


Sean O’Brien 

Chairman. 

Telscar 

The man in the industry who partic- 
ularly stands out for me is Nick 
Phillips of Warner Music. In music 
industry terms, at 35 years old he’s 
very young to be such a high-profile 
executive, but I think that he’s head- 
ing up a new school of record exec- 
utives. His open style of management 
is vastty different from that of the old 
school which tended to be far more 
autocratic. His lack of ego is re- 
freshing in our particular arena and 
also, I tttink, endears him both to his 
colleagues and competitors. He is a 
very dear thinker who rarety shoots 
from the hip and is a considered op- 
erator which is important in fins East- 
moving business. You'd expect 
anyone successful in the music busi- 
ness to have an astute musical brain 


which, indeed, Nick has but what 
marks him out particularly, as I said, 
is his laid back style. Ibr me, he her- 
alds a whole new era of executives. 

Jeremy Pearce 

Chief Executive 
V2 Music Group 

The apparently freewheeling music 
business is actually dominated by 
the five major record companies - 
Mg businesses answerable to share- 
holders and therefore employing 
corporate administrators as chief 
executives. Fortunately this leaves 
a niche for independent companies 
iflrp V2 which ram make up in cre- 
ativity what they lads in financial by 
more creative people. Although he 
recently fried to pinch one of V2’s 
key people, I still believe the best 
music executive in the major sphere 
is my old boss, Jorgen Larsen, who 


has the biggest job in the music busi- 
ness, chairman of Universal Music 
International Universal is the 
world's largest music company 
since its takeover of PotyGram last 
year. To satisfactorily combine the 
two companies’ cultures and rosters 
of artists is probably an impossible 
task, but Jorgen is the best person 
to have a crack at it, being not onty 
a superb polyglot business admin- 
istrator with international per- 
spective, but also someone who- 
understands music and has respect 
for his subordinates. 

The most accomplished leader in 
the UK independent sphere has to 
be Martin Mills of Beggars Ban- 
quet, who has experience of the en- 
tire music business and would grace 
anymajorrecordrompany.buthas . 
always chosen to remain indepen- 
dent He has recently been instru- 


mental in establishing the indies’ 
representative body. AIM. The 
greatest ever record company boss 
is Berry Gordy Jurrioi; who started 
his career as songwriter for Jackie 
Wilson but went on to establish the 
finest independent record company 
of them all, Tamla Motown, at one 
time the world’s largest black- 
owned corporation, the like of which 
won’t be seen again. 


Alan McGee 

Chairman, 

Creation Records 
Were I to have to chose the people 
I admire most in the music indus- 
try I would chose the ones who pos- 
sessed a relentless vision of music 
and the sub-culture from which it 
grows and is nurtured. But I'd 
rather not spare any thoughts for 
the music industry really It de- 


presses mfe However; there is 
character who impresses me - 
mensety: Lincoln Elias from Soi 
S2- He’s a black guy and has d 
incredibly well considering 
rrnwae l Bi^neas tends to he both; 
ist and radsL It* s incredibly hart 
anyone to make their mark a 
tfrnpR |t seems to be run by pu 
schoolboys. However; Lincolfr 
because ultimately you’re judge 
who you sign and whether you 
records. It’s a business in whid 
hard to be consistent and yet 
coin is. Lincoln 's genius lies ir 
complete love of music. 

John Kennedy 

Chairman and Chief Executive 
Universal Music UK Ltd . 

One man I particularly admfreir / 
business is Rob Dickens who * 
been chairman of Whrner and is 

pharrman nfTnsfcawt Ka rma, wH 
, has only been in existence for a ' 
pie of weeks. He has ended up -, 
highly regarded senior player in 
record industry which I would 
is an ageist one. He's shown you 
stay young and that age isn’t r 
van! and that such a broad rang 
experience can only be a plus. ’ 
best use he’s put his experience 
is as riiairman of BPI where l 
shown a level of professionalisn 
be proud of. Certainty I am hai 
that there will be a slight rest 
from his direction while he builds 
his new company. 

Alan McGee of Creation is a u 
respected player in the indepea* 
sector of the industry. He’s got 
tense entrepreneurial skills whi 
have enabled him to build up 1 
‘ company from zero with tens 
pounds rather than millions to wfc 
is now a company with an impre 
sive empathy with its artists. And d 
fivermg to us in Oasis one of the pw 
significant Brit bands for a long tim 
just when we needed a shake-up. 

tony Wadsworth 

President and Chief Executive 
EMI Records Group UK 
To paraphrase the Clash, a lot < 
what we do is “turning rebellion inf 
money”. From a business point r 
view. I admire executives who ct| 
buildup a business and manage^ 
commercial aspects of the job, whi 
protecting, preserving and pi ' 
moting the vision and integrity oh 
artist - like Chris Blackwell w 
Island Records and Bob Mariey, 
Ahmet Ertegun with Atlar 
Records. 

There are also people who m 
aged to do that successfully wit 
the context of a larger opganisat 
such as John Hammond at Coil 
’ bia Records and George Marti 
i Fariophone. As the business g 
s itates to a few multinationals, we 
] all learn a lot from their examp 
i think Ken Berry of EMI Recoi 
s Music manages to cultivate 
7 creative freedom within a Larg 
: ganisation. 

At its worst the business! 
i seem to be a collection of oppoj 
interests -record company, arj 
manager; lawyer retailer etc. J 
it works best when there is ash! 
purpose, teamwork and rest 
The artists manager or reprd 
3 tative can be crucial in helping 
- happen, so I have huge respetf 
r Roger Davies who manages |> 
c this across a host of major as 
t like Tina Turner Janet Jacksoc 
i Cocker M People and many os. 

r INTERVIEW 

>- Sally Chatten 


A vital survival guide for managers Too good for busines 


IT IS bizarre reviewing a book 
by one of my larger competi- 
tors. But it is difficult to refuse 
an early opportunity to read 
the scripts of a truly remark- 
able entrepreneur. 

Thanks Michael, about 
time too. This is the book the 
computer industry has been 
longing for, to by to establish 
just how you did it. 

To my pleasant surprise 
the book went further than just 
detailing how Dell has 
achieved such meteoric 
growth. It is what I believe an 
honest account of Michael 
Dell’s business philosophy. 
Anyone buying the book as a 
history lesson might be a lit- 
tle disappointed. 

It’s not Michael Dell’s 
memoirs, nor a detailed ac- 
count of events at Dell Cor- 
poration. Instead it is a solid 
management survival guide. 

full of tips and advice based on 

Dell's approach and culture. 1 
found it practical and useful. 
I would challenge any self- 
propelled business person not 


Direct from Dell 

by Michael Dell 
(HarperCollins. £19.99) 


to derive useful lessons from 
it The book divided into two 
sections, and an easy read. It 
is not full of technical jargon 
or industry-speak and you 
won’t need to call any com- 
puter technical support lines, 
to be put on hold for hours, just 
to find out the meaning of yet 
another industry TLA (three 
letter acronym). 

In the first section Michael 
describes the growth of Dell 
from the cradle to a $l8bn 
juggernaut But rather than 
detail the growth purety for the 
interest of business historians, 
he uses each step to pass on 
a wealth of business advice. It 
is not simply a case of H 1 did 
this" and “We did that", it is 
more of “We did this and what 
we learnt was ...". 

I found his open writing 
style had me glued to every 
page and on many occasions 



MICHAEL DELL >•> 


I found myself jotting ideas in 
my diary with a view to insti- 
gating them in my business. 

The second section is a 
collection of DeD’s-viewpomts 
and techniques for building 
partnerships with his em- 
ployees, customers and sup- 
pliers. I found this section 
very interesting and couldn’t 
agree more with the majority 
of the content In particular 
two things struck a chord. 


firstly the importance of in- 
formation flowthrough a busi- 
ness and secondly, how 
Michael Dell is using the In- 
ternet not just as a sales ve- 
hicle but to conduct customer 
surveys. 

In every business book I 
read, I always try to find the 
one sentence or paragraph 
that realty stimulates me to 
change or challenge some- 
thing I do in my own organi- 
sation orone 1 can bring up as 
a topic in management meet- 
ings. This book presented me 
with dozens of topics. 

Three useful subjects cov- 
ered in the book are: 

■Keep it simple, complexity 
kills; 

■Kju have to constantly ques- 
tion everything you do, and 
■You need to engender a 
sense of personal investment 
in all of your employees. 

I also found a great analo- 
gy to help explain how the In- 
ternet fits into the bigger 
picture with customers. The 
Internet is not a substitute for 


a live salesperson, he writes, 
but adds that it does augment 
the sales rep's functions. 

“The relationship is similar 
.to that between a customer 
and a bank. For major trans- 
actions, customers want to 
talk to a real person: other 
times, they're happy to use an 
ATM.” I find little more inter- 
esting and stimulating than to 
read books by authors who 
have themselves been suc- 
cessful in business. 

Sure, you can glean infor- 
mation from authors who are 
great strategists and theo- 
rists, but unless they have 
experienced the “doing it”, 
their ideas and viewpoints 
lack both passion and depth. 

If you also judge the quali- 
ty of a business book from how 
useful it is, I am sure that you 
will find Direct from DeH has 
you scribbling down notes 
from cover to cover 

Steve Bennett 

The reviewer i$ the founder of 
Software Warehouse 


CUFF STANFORD first went 
to La Tante Claire before he 
founded Demon Internet in 
1992 with just £20,000 of start- 
up capital. “It was a real 
splash-out," he says. “I want- 
ed to treat . some friends to 
what I considered to be a meal 
in the best restaurant there 
was." 

A year on from having sold 
Demon for £66m, his visits to 
the traditional French restau- 
rant r emain occasioned. 

It gets booted up for too 
earty for him to be able to plan 
more than a once-a -year visit 
therefrom his home in Brus- 
sels. “And frankty" he adds, 
“it’s far too expensive and for 
too nice to take business peo- 
ple to. 

“Ybu’re so concentrating 
on the food and its spectacu- 
lar presentation that you 
probably wouldn’t get any 
business done." 

Not onty tills, but but he 
finds the intimate atmos- 
phere is not conducive to con- 
fidential business talk “Some 



of the customers -and this 
is what is really special about 
Tante Claire - wiD lean over 
and teQ you, Tve just bad 
such-and-such and it was ab- 
solutely wonderful’." 

Stuffed pigs’ trotters re- 
main one of Stanford’s en- 
during memories of dining at 
the 23-year-old restaurant, 
which moved from Us former 
home in Royal Hospital Road, 
Chelsea, to space in the 


Berkeley Hotel last y< 
Though trotters are soi 
thing given away in m 
butchers’ shop, he says, th 
particular trotters were “p 
nomenaltygood". 

The 44-year-old entrej 
neur who now concentric 
his energies on Redbus 
vestment, the seed-cap 
company he founded at 
selling Demon, says Ta 
Claire's waiters are parti 
forty helpful describing- 
(fishes in detail and always 
couraging customers to' 
pertinent 

The menu he adds, ti 
been different each time 
has visited - but it is aim 
spectacular 

As he says: “It's more of 
eating experience than] 
place you go when youi 
hungry." 

Naomi! 

La Tbnte Claire, i 
Hotel, Wilton Place, 

SW1 (Telephone 0171-1 
200 3) 
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Stock-taking time for the Pep phenomenon 


WITH THE annual PEP season 
drawing to its normal, frantic last- 
tninu te rush, it seems a good mo- 
ment to stop and mala* some ob- 
servations about the whole 


It is fair to say; I think, tha t no- 
body at the time the first PEP was 
launched in 1936 could have fore- 
seen quite how successful the 
phenomenon would prove to be. 

As Nigel Lawson makes dear in 
his memoirs, his motive in intro- 
ducing FEPs as Chancellor was to 
encourage direct investment by 
individuals in UK company scares. 
He was not sure whether they 
would help to boost the country's 
savings rate, or merely move 
money from one home (such as 
National Savings) to another. 

As it happens, PEPs have done 
little topromote direct investment 
in equities: single-company a nd 
self-managed PEPs remain but a 
small part of the overall PEPs mar- 
ket Instead, after a shaky start, 
what PEPs have proved to be is a 


means by which the unit trust 
business has succeeded in rein- 
venting itself, beyond its wildest 
possible dreams. 

Most of the huge flow of foods 
wtachhavepouredintoPEPsinre- 
centyears has gone into unit trusts. 
Investment trusts have also bene- 
fited, but to a lesser extent Otho: 
beneficiaries of the PEP business 
include LFAs (many of whom have 
grown fat on the back of PEP com- ■ 
missions) and the financial press, 
which has enjoyed the fruits ofthe 
heavy advertising which now rou- 
tinely accompanies the end of the 
PEPs season. 

So it is fair to say that PEPs 
have been a powerful factor in 
Ranging the l a ndscape °f the ppr- 

sonal financial business, but not 
quite in the way that was originally 
intended. 

As the PEP business has coin- 
cided with one of the greatest bull 
markets of all time on the stock 
market it is impossible to deqy that 
the net impact on many onfinmy in- 


vestors has been both positive 
and enduring. What it demon- 
strates also is that when it comes 
to savings most people rightly Eke 
to keep things simple. Theyfifeethe. 
taxbenefits of PEPs, of course: but" 
what their behaviour over the last 
13 years shows also, I suspect, is 
that they also Eke two other things. 

One is a freedom from hassle. 
One reason why most people pre- 
fer to hold shares through the ex- 
pensive medium of a unit trust 
rather than some more cost- 
effective alternative is that they 
simply cannot be bothered with 
an the hassle of owning shares 
directly. 

They are happy to pay over the 
odds for the privilege of having 
most of the hard work done for 
them. (This may also explain the 
fact that so many prefer to wait 
until the very last minute before 
doing anything about their annual 
tax-free allowance.) 

The second thing is that most 
people still prefer to be sold 



JONATHAN 

DAVIS 


The impact on 
many ordinary 
investors has 
been both 
positive and 
enduring 


something rather than buy it 
themselves. Most people still don’t - 
fully realise quite how expensive 
unit trusts are. ■ • 

Even since the introduction of 
key features documents, with 
their accompanying reduction in 
yield tables, it is remarkable how 
resilient sales of some of themost 
expensive unit trusts have been. - 

There tealso a dear correlation 
between recent performance and - 
sales figures, as those with off pe- 
riods in recent performance (such-/ 
as M&G and apparently more re-' 
centiy Schraders and Perpetual) " 
can testify to their cost .... 

Given that past performance is 
such an unreliable guide to future 1 
performance, it is clear that what 
many people are signalling is 
that they are simply not confident 
enough to make their own 
decisioiis. 

They are happy to be g uided by 
IFAsin thdreholoBofFEPs, despite 
the evident distortions introduced 
by tiie commission system, and 


happy also to take on trusttheim- 
ptieddaimsfanbai^ on past per- 
formance) which theyreadabout in 
■the advertising. Idntft think anyone 
.could foresee the emergence of 
brands of this fond when the PEP 
Ixismess started At a (teeper level, 
what this behaviour points to is a 
continuing lack of education in 
the hagics of money and. financial 
planning. 

This is what Hes behind the Gov 1 
emmenfs noble intentions in try- 
ing tofHrpc^ewidarmxiez'standing 
of financial issne&Tt is also trying- 
to help savers -help themselves 
with its Cost Access and Tterms 
(GAD standards for the new ISAs 
which win replace PEPs next year 
and with its proposals for cheap 
stakeholder pensions. Nobody can 


problem nor; I am sure, with the 
sincerity of its o bjecti ves. 

The history of FEPs is a salutary 
warning, however, that things 
rarely go according to plan when 
governments start trying to muck 


around with the way that the mar- 
ket works. Tiqs Government has 
not got off to the best of starts: its 
proposals for ISAs are not very weD 
thought out 

They are too complicated and 
open to an obvious criticism, which 
is “Why muck around with the PEP 
formula when it h g s dearly been 
shown -to be what the market 
wants?” The cynical answer; which 
is that every new government 
prefers to have its own, better 
mousetrap, is probabfy painfully 
near the mark. 

What webave to wait to see now 
is \rftether the mdustiy is prepared 
to pickup the ISA ball and run. with 
it By ma sting on low charges for 
its CAT standard, the Government 
is posing a direct threat to the 
profitability of the business. 

It will be interesting to see how 
many firms are confident enough 
in their brands to bypass the CAT 
standard - and how many of their 
customers will go with them in that 


Should you 
invest in. . . 
clothing 
retailers? 


i I 


INVESTORS WHO adopt the princi- 
ple that it makes sense to invest in 
the providers of products and ser- 
vices that they see people actually 
buying on the high street wm atpre- 
sent be avoiding the clothing re- 
tailers. For this group of companies 
has under-performed markedly over 
recent months, primarily as a result 
of depressed levels of spending on 
the high street 

“The market has not been very 
goodaver the past six months or so.” 
reports Rowan Morgan, a retail" 
analyst at stockbrokers Teather & 
Greenwood. 

“This is partly because consumer 
sqpding is law and partly because 
tUAre is not enough differentiation 
between the clothing retailers. They 
have been concentrating on the 
safe, middle ground.” 

There remains, however; a place 
for clothing retailers within a port- 
folio, according to David Thornton, 
head of UK investment at Witan In- 
vestment Trust “We have been em- 
phasising general retailing for some 
time and have big holdings in Next 
and Debenhams,” be points out 
“However; you can’t escape the fact 
that general retailing has been beat- 
en up very badfy over the last year; 
for obvious reasons. There has been 
a slow-down in the economy, with a 
generally low-inflation environment 
and tight-fisted consumers." 

Clothing retailers are, indeed, 
dependent on the willingness of 
.consumers to keep buying their 
'..ares and this demand has been 
sorely lacking in recent months, 
leading to a classic case of over- 
supply. “The problem is that there 
is too much retail space," says 
Rowan Morgan, “at a time when 
there is low inflation, so prices have 
been at best flat, or even slightly 
down. It is going to remain a highly 
competitive market.” 

Dominating the sector is the fete 
of Marks & Spencer; for years a core 
holding in many a private investor’s 


BY KIERON ROOT 

portfolio. “The problems at Marks 
& Spencer are the big issue,” Mr 
Morgan adds. “How Marks reposi- 
tions itself, in terms of brand, qual- 
ity and price, is the key factor; The 
company has diversified - 40 per 
cent of its UK business is now food 
retailing - but the food side slowed 
down in advance of the rest of the 
business. The question' is, at what 
point will Marks start toraover?” 

“Some companies have screwed 
up, like Marks &Spencec white oth- 
ers have tripped up like Next,” 
opines David Thornton. “But the 
overall result is that there has been 
a lot of doom and gloom around. 
This has resulted in a considerable 
de-rating among these companies.” 

Such a de-rating, of course, cre- 
ates opportunities. “We have adopt- 
ed the view that we can see how 
things are going to improve,” Mr 
Thornton adds. “For some time, we 
have been firm believers in a soft 
landing for the economy and tire rest 
of the market is beginning to fake 
this chi board We think there is some 
good value to be had, predicated cm 
the basis that the consumer; having 
been out of the market for some 
time, is now coming back.” 

Stock selection, however; is the 
key. “We remain quite selective in 
this area,” he points out, using the 
example of two of the bigger cloth- 
ing retailers, Next and Arcadia 
Group, to illustrate the point “Next 
has been a very successful compa- 
ny that has been very focused on one 
brand, with excellent long-term vol- 
umes. One of the key factors has 
been the way it has managed its in- 
ventory over the years, yet even 
Next got a season’s ordering wrong 
last year.” 

The situation with Arcadia is 
that, despite its size, it does not have 
the same strengths of brand and 
management as Next “Arcadia has 
improved," says Mr Thornton. “But 



The problems at Marks & Spencer - once a core hoklmg for private investors - have highlighted difficulties in a sector suffering from over-capacity David Rose 


historically it has been in a situation 
where it has had to discount to get 
higher volumes and, in doing so, its 
margins have been squeezed. Its 
brands are less strong than Next’s, 
and it is dependent on the health of 
consumer spending.” 

Rowan Morgan suggests that 
while Arcadia has been suffering 
from tiie general lack of demand 
from consumers, Debenhams has 
been one of the more successful re- 
tailers while Next has been bene- 
fiting from the problems at M&S. 

“Debenhams has done rather 


bettor than the others with its em- 
phasis on exclusive brands,” he 
says. “And Next, which recovered 
from a blip in 1997, is doing very well 
now. When Marks comes back. Next 
will find life more difficult” 

Concentration is on the Larger 
stocks, since smaller clothing re- 
tailers are even more at the mercy 
of consumer confidence. 

“Among the smaller companies. 
Oasis Stores should cany on quite 
well, but I think that clothing re- 
tailers generally are going to have 
a pretty poor summer; unless we get 


some stonking good weather,” Mr 
Morgan says. But there is a rea- 
sonable degree of confidence that 
sales volume will pickup towards foe 
end of the year as the 
party season starts. 

“Further out, I think that during 
the third quarter of this yean and 
more especially the fourth quarter; 
we will ptrobabfy see sales improve 
as consumers start spending more," 
be adds. 

The consensus view of the sector 
is that things will get better as con- 
sumer spending improves, but that 


this will not necessarily mean a bo- 
nanza for all clothing retailers. “We 
are in an improving retail environ- 
ment, and things have got better in 
recent months," David Thornton 
confirms, “but the tide might not be 
strong enough to raise all boats. We 
continue to place a premium on 
management and the brands. You 
have to be selective, so it is Next 
and Debenhams ova: Marks and 
Storehouse at the moment" 

Kieron Root is the editor of ‘The 
Investor 3 


No Pain, No Gain: Our Man's portfolio 


You can bank on reaping the rewards of conversion 


ASjWEMBERS of two more building 
soStities are urged by their directors 
not to force them to face the rigours 
of a stock market quotation, it is, 
perhaps, worth looking at the re- 
wards of those who have voted for 
conversion. 

So far; five building societies have 
become mortgage banks quoted on 
the stock market Affiance & Leices- 
ter, Halifax, Northern Rock and 
Wbolwich abandoned mutuality in 
favour of becoming public compa- 
nies with shareholders instead of 
members in the past couple of years. 
Abbey National is the granddaddy of 
the converters - electing to become 
a stock market company in 1989. 
Many investors cashed in when 


A y on have not fared too badly in 
share price terms and have reaped 
the rewards of increasing dividends 
plus special payments. 

Abbey gave its members 100 free 
shares and sold them others at 
I30patime. Soapriceofl,278pwith 


a i,358p peak is not a bad reward for 
ten years' dedication to the former 
building society. 

Alliance arrived at around 550p, 
has been as high as 964p and, at the 
time of writing resides at 855p. 
Halifax started near 730p, went to 
977p and is now 775.5p. Northern 
Rock has moved from 460p to hit 
668 -5p and is now Slip. Woolwich’s 
journey has been from near 300p to 
just above 4Q0p. The shares are now 
resting at 387.5p. 

Abbey’s performance supports 
my advice that an investor will not 
come to much harm by giving a 
sound blue chip a long run. After all, 
that is the philosophy of most fund 

manag ers. 

The others which opted for de- 
mutualisation have, quite dearly, not 
been around long enough to make 
any contribution to the longterm ar- 
gument for blue chips. Still they 
have, in varying degrees, provided 
those prepared to run the risks of 
the share market with usefUl gains. 



DEREK 

PAIN 


The Halifax reorganisation has 
come in for some ill-considered crit- 
icism. With its coffers overflowing, 
it is handing out S2p a share, re- 
ducing the number of shares in 
issue fcy killing off three out of every 
40 and paying a 135p dividend. U has 
also indulged in a £lhn share buy- 
back which has yet, however; to pro- 


vide much in the way of tangible 
benefits to private shareholders. 

The five mortgage banks will 
also feature in the consolidation of 
the finandal industry. Many are 
convinced it will not be long before 
a big deal materialises. 

At times the speculation has 
been intense -atthouf# a mega deal 
is still awaited. Rumours have al- 
ready linked Abbey and Halifax with 
National Westminster Bank and/ 
or Barclays and Lloyds TSB is pil- 
ing up cash and will need to make 1 
a predatory strike shortly. The merg- 
er fever which has broken out 

amon g continental hanks will 

lyadd flame to the smouldering fires 
of corporate activity. 

Of course, cash rewards are only 
part of the conversion argument 
Certainly shareholders fere better 
than members when it comes to 
totting up the loot 

Buikting societies promise many 
benefits from mutuality, such as 
cheaper mortgages and higher in- 


terest rates. I find it surprising that 
these alleged rewards seem to have, 
in the main, materialised after the 
conversion bandwagon started to 
rolL 

Those of us who obtained mort- 
gages in the near mutual monopofy 
which existed in the 38 years before 
Abbqy converted certainfy saw tittle 
evidence of the “members first” at-, 
titude which is now, it seems, the 
theme which dominates a society’s ' 
trading. 

At present, two societies are 
under attack from the converters. 
Bradford & Bingley where 70 mem- 
bers are urging the switch, and Bri- 
tannia, where the controversial and 
ubiquitous former butler Michael 
Hardem has popped up. 

Bri tannia, probably because it is 
facing what it regards as the con- 
finable challenge of the eccentric, 
arch carpet-bagger Hardem. has 
adopted a relatively measured, un- 
ruffled but one-sided approach in its 
circular to members. SHU, Britannia 


has at least allowed Hardem to 
stand for election as a director - 
others refused, 

Bradford & Bingleyhasgot itself 
into quite a tizzy and the presenta- 
tion aE some of its literature against 
the conversion proposal is aston- 
ishing. 

Its voting form is remorselessly 
geared to encouraging a “No” vote 
and members are offered the 
following loaded resolution: 

- “Bradford & BingLey should re- 
main a mutual building society 
working in the best interests of 
its members both now and in the 
future." 

It is surprising that such a parti- 
san voting form is permitted in 
these politically correct days when 
any hint of bias is jumped upon. 

I would, however; be surprised if 
other society converts. But quite 
deariy the pressure is mounting on 
the mutuak which seem to be adopt- 
ing some odd tactkxmthefr strug- 
gle to avoid the dreaded pic status. 


BUY 

Although GKN should see a slow- 
down in their core automotive divi- 
sion, the stock’s growth profile can 
ride on the back of the continued suc- 
cess of the industrial services divi- 
sion and positive news from the 
aerospace and special vehicle divi- 
sion, says BT AkxBrown, which has 
upgraded the shares I956p) to a buy. 
The stock justifies a target a share 
price of £11, the broker adds. Im- 
proving prospects for the industry 
sustained growth in earnings and a 
relatively modest rating make 
Northern Leisure shares U34p> 
are very attractive, argues leather 
& Greenwood. The market for night- 
dubs is very fragmented, giving it 
ample scope to grow at the rate of 
around 15 sites ayeaq predominatly 
purchased from independent oper- 
ators. Each acquisition costs £1.5- 
£2m, a 30 per cent return is targeted 
and contribution to pre-tax profits 
from a new site is around £200,000, 
addsTG. 

SELL 

Avoid Cortecs (2ip), says Suther- 
lands, which points out that an in- 
dependent report into its scientific 
programmes is due shortly. The 
biotech company commissioned the 
report last year after it announced 
its three lead programmes were not 
as advanced as had been indicated, 
and also undertook a review of its 
systems and pqieline to try to reduce 
cashburn itself. 

HOLD 

South African Breweries 20 per 
cent-plus outperformance meant 
that the shares (570p) have ex- 
ceeded the initial price objective of 
530p, says Merrill Lynch, which has 
now cut its intermediate recom- 
mendation to neutral 
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Going for brokerage in cyberspace 






YOU MAY be among the thousands 
seduced by Apple’s advertising into 
buying an iMac in five fruity flavours, 
or perhaps you have purchased one 
of any number of PC clones in a 
shade of beige. No matter. Virtual- 
ly all the personal computers being 
sold come with Internet access as 
part of the package, including 
modem and software. 

So you have Internet access and 
you are ready to invest Your choice 
of stockbroker may be limited but 
how do you choose which to use? Re- 
m ember: all the online dealing ser- 
vices available are execution-only, 
which means that what you choose 
to buy and seD and when you choose 
to buy and sell it is up to you alone. 

Among US broking houses, cheap 
online deals were pioneered by E- 
Trade five years ago. It charges a 
minim um of $14.95 for trades in 
shares listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange and $19.95 for over-the- 
counter shares on Nasdaq. But 25- 
Trade is not the cheapest Ameri- 
trade’s prices start at $8 a deal and 
Suretrade at $7.95. 

Trading on the Internet in the UK, 
is not as price-competitive. Compe- 
tition among brokerages is limited 
and stamp duty of 0.5 per cent is also 
payable on dealings. In some cases 
Internet deals are not even cheap- 
er than alternative methods, specif- 
ically trading over the telephone. But 
it can be a convenient way of man- 
aging a portfolio of investments. 

Charles Schwab Europe, has 
moved into online electronic trading 
Guy Knight, vice-president of Eu- 
ropean marketing, sakfc “UKbrokens 
have already chased each other 
down ahead of automation. This is 
a way of maintaining those low 
prices - it is not going to get ex- 
ceptionally cheaper.” 

On the surface, the lowest price 
on offer to UK customers is offered 
by Cave & Sons at £5 plus 2 per cent 
up to a deal value of £5,000. But this 
is an e-mail service only. It competes 
with Xest James Brearley and 
Fhstrade. Their minimum dealing 
charges are £20, £20 and £15 re- 
spectively. Ybu may specify a limit 
price at which you wish to deal with 
these services, to make sure you 
don’t end up buying or selling at 
more than you wish to pay or less 
than you wish to get 

But Xest accepts limit orders 
only on a “fill or k3T basis. That is 


BY ROBIN AMLOT 


to say. if the trade cannot be carried 
out immediately at the price speci- 
fied it is cancelled. Breariey and 
Fastrade accept limit orders for the 
day before cancelling them if they 
are unable to fulfil the trade. 

Stocktrade, a division of the 
Edinburgh-based stockbroker Brew- 
in Dolphin Securities, was the first 
to announce a real-time service last 
December. 

The systems behind Stocktrade 
were developed with assistance 
from Interactive Investor The chair. 
Sherry Leigh Coutu, described 
real-time trading as “a significant 
move towards a democratic mar- 
ketplace, giving private investors an 
equal footing with the institutions 
and making the market healthier for 
all”. 

It takes about two weeks to set up 
an account with Stocktrade. Once 
registered, you pay £25 per trade up 
to a value of £12^00. You also pay an 
annual Crest Sponsored Member- 
ship service charge of £25. Trades 
are settled on a T+l basis, which 
means you take delivery of the 
shares or the cash is put into your 
account the day after you deal. 
When you trade you wifi be given 15 
seconds to accept the price offered 
before the quote lapses. 

Charles Schwab Europe offers 
two services. Frequent Ttodera Chib 
and Market Master The Frequent 
Traders Club has a £15 connection 
fee and costs £80 a year in “mem- 
bership” but each trade thereafter 
is a flat £19-50 no matter the size of 
the transaction. There is a £25 one- 
off connection fee but no annual sub- 
scription charge for Market Master 

and tradin g rests start at a minimum 

of £15 or 0.9 per cent on deals up to 
£2,500. 

Barclays Stockbrokers’ service 
expects to have more than 10.000 
customers before the end of 1999. It 
offers the first online service which 
does not require you to hold your 
shares via a nominee account 

Phillip Bungey research and de- 
velopment Director of Barclays 
Stockbrokers, sqyx Independent re- 
search has shown that toe majori- 
ty of investors still prefer to deal with 
certificates than with a nominee 
so we have responded to this de- 
mand by providing the UK’s first cer- 
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Apple’s iMac, like virtually all new personal computers, comes with Internet access as part of the package to attract online investors 
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tificated Internet dealing service.” 

*%u also havejurt 15 seconds with 
Barclays Stockbrokers in which to 
accept or reject a price quote. The 

mhmniim stealing cost is £1 7-50 or 1 JS 

per cent on trades under £5,000. 

The firm is also trumpeting its 
Price Improver system, introduced 
in November which it claims should 
improve the price you get as buyer 
or seller Philip Bungey says: “Via 
our s ys t e m, all toe main market 
makers in any given share are 
scanned to ensure the best price at 
any given time. Other online services 
link to only one market-maker and 
we have proved that 50 per cent of 
the time our system will ensure a 


better price.” Signing up to toe 
Stocktrade or Charles Schwab Eu- 
rope’s service involves sending 
them an e-mail from their website. 
Theywillsendyoua full in fo rmation 
pack by return via the Royal Mail 

You are required to fill in and re- 
turn the forms with any fees required 

and the funds needed to open your 
trading account, and you will be sup- 
plied with an access password. 

Barclays Stockbrokers is tooting 
its service as the easiest to join with 
free registration and it takes five 
minutes forthe online credit check. 
Barclays Stockbrokers’ on-screen 
application 'form asks for address, 
credit and bank account details. 


What you put in is checked elec- 
tronically with your bank and against 
toe voter roll to make sure you are 
who you say you are. Barclays is pre- 
pared to offer an immprfiatA trading 
facility of up to £7,500. 

In the fourth quarter of 1998, E- 
Trade was rated as the world’s top 
online in vM«tif i g site hy finanrial re- 
searchers from the Lafferty Group 
in its web-based Financial Services 
Report 

But, in February E-Hade suffered 
the largest number of temporary 
breakdowns, which have affected 
several US online brokerages, leav- 
ing many customers unable to trade 
for some days. 




US Broker 

Minimum 
Dealing Cost 

' $14.95 

E-Trade * 

Ameritrade 

$8.00 

Suretrade' . 

$7.95 

Online Broker 

Dealing Costs: 
£1,000 trade" 

& Vfebslte 


• ■ Hr ” * 


Website 


www.ecrade.com 

www.ameritrade.com 

www.suretrade.com 


• »*t 


Barclays Stockbrokers . £17.50 

mm. bardays-stookbrokers.co.uk 
Charles Schwab . 

www.schwab-woridmde.com/Wor1dwide/Eumpe/ 
Frequent Traders Club' £1 9.50 

Market Master- £15.00 

Stocktrade 3 . • - ' • £25.00 

www.stoddrade.co.uk 


Dealing Costs: 
£5,00 trade* 

£40 
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991 
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£19.50 

£43.75 

£25.00 




1 . Annual subscription £60 and connection charge €1 5. 

2. No annual subscription, connection charge £25. 


2. No annual subscription, connection charge 

3. Annual subscription £25. 


■Stamp duty 
is payable 
on ail snare 
purchases at the 
rate of 0.5%. 




For income, it pays 
to shop around 


SELECTING AN investment for in- 
come is a bit like taking the children 
shopping at a supermarket- shelves 
full of mouth-watering goodies that 
junior insists on having, when you 
know that an apple is healthier. 

In investments, having too much 
money on deposit can also lead to 
problems with toe pounds in toe fu- 
ture - but in tlds case having too few 
rather than too many. 

Those attractive interest rates 
may look more tempting than the 
tower rates offered by some other in- 
vestments but what will they do in 
the future? A basket of goods priced 
at £i in 1948 would now' cost nearly 
£20, so investing for the long-term 
should involve looking out for 
capital, not just income. 

Not that there is anything inher- 
ently wrong with having money on 
deposit. Emergency funds should be 
held on deposit and. if you switched 
money out of the equity markets into 
cadi earlier this year; you would have 
beaten most investments over that 
time. Over the long-term, though, 
other investments should do better 

We asked five leading independent 
financial advisers for their views. 

James Bruce, of Colchester-based 
Corporate & Personal Planning, 
says timescale is key to many in- 
vestment decisions. If you have 20 
years until you retire, you may have 
little need for income now, so your 
portfolio may consist largely of good- 
quality unit trusts investing in UK 
shares, perhaps split between track- 
er funds and actively managed funds. 

It however you need access to 
your cash or will do so soon, your 


BY ANDREW COUCHMAN 


money is likely to be on deposit Only 
when you can take at least a three- 
to-five-year view shouldyou lookfor 
capital growth, Mr Bruce advises*. 
Taking a short-term view, toe Mon- 
eyfacts faxback service provides a 
list of current top rates. 

Mark Dampier; of Churchill In- 
vestments, based just outside Bris- 
tol, says: “Base rates could fell to 5 
per cent or below over the next 12 
months. With toe best deposit rates 
at around 6 per cent now; we can ex- 
pect to see top rates fall to about 4J5 
to 5 per cent in the near future. So 
investors should start to plan for tins 
now and not wait until it happens.” 

If you need a yield of more than 9 
percent, Mr Dampierts tip is to took 
at split-income shares of investment 
trusts. These are likely to involve a 
capital loss on redemption but toe Ex- 
eter High Income Unit Trust yields 
around 9.24 percent, can be put into 
a PEP now or an ISA after 5 April 
and has capital growth potential 

Slightly lower yields come from 
the M&G High Yield Corporate 
Bond, at 8.5 per cent Aberdeen 
High Yield Bond at 9 per cent and 
Aberdeen Fixed Interest yielding 8 
percent If you are looking for an in- 
come of between 5 and 8 per cent 
Mr Dampier likes the look of cor- 
porate bonds, especially Credit Su- 
isse Monthly Corporate Bond, 
yielding 6.7 per cent and CGU 
Monthly Income Hus at 7 per cent 
With-profit bonds are also on the 
agenda, especially if withdrawals are 


kept to 5 per cent Scottish Widows 
is one he fancies. 

David Burren, of the Cheltenham- 
based Warwick Butdiart Associates, 
says that the cautious investor could 
look at the Fleming Save & Prosper 
Extra Income fund, again ISA-able. 
This balanced fund invests 55 per cent 
in mainly blue-chip shares, 40 per 
cent in government and corporate 
bonds and 5 per cent in cash. It at 
present yields 4.7 per cent 

What about guaranteed income 
bonds, now offered by a number of in- 
surance companies; can they offer an 
afternative to equity-based invest- 
ments? Up to a point they can, says 
Danby Blotto, of the London adviser 
Raymond Godfrey and Partners. 
There are two types of such bonds. 
The first simply pays out a fixed in- 
come from one to up to five years, and 
repays your capital at the end of the 
term. Returns are not very exciting 
but if interest rates do fell as many 
now expect they could kx)k attractive. 

The second type is more complex 
but offers a much higher return. Scot- 
tish Life pays an “income” of 9 per 
cent a year for five and a half years. 
The downside is that your capita] is 
only r eturned if the average of the 
FTSE and Swiss stock markets rises 
by, on average, 5.85 per cent a year. 

Mr Bloch says he is not comfort- 
able with such plans, preferring an 
open-ended investment and more 
flexibility. The bonds are popular 
though with many people butyou are 
gambling on what stock markets will 
do over the next few years. 

Amanda Davidson, of the London 
financial advisers Holden Meehan, 



ISAs are ready 
for take-off * 



\l 71 
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The sweetest-looking investments may not always be the 
healthiest for income in the long term Edward Webb 


suggests another option for the in- 
vestor looking for income. If you have 
used up your PEP and Tessa al- 
lowances, or you are unable to mvest 
in the next few days, you could con- 
sider an offshore i n vestment bond. 

“There to nothing illegal about off- 
shore bonds, they are just another 
financial investment,” she says. 
Many offshore insurers are sub- 
sidiaries of well-known UK firms. 

The higher^rate taxpayer gets 
the advantage of a tax-free roll-up 
and can take out 5 per cent of their 
investment every year for 20 years 
with no immediate tax liability. The 
trick to to encash such bonds in a tax - 
year when your income is very low 
as you must pay tax on all gains at 
your then highest tax rate. 

Charges are comparable with 
mainland insurers at 5 to 6 per cent 
for the bid/offer spread and an an- 
nual management charge of l to 1.5 


percent Offshore bonds are at toe 
exotic end of financial services and 
do require expert advice both before 
investing and during toe bond’s life. 
The key with all such investment 
choices to to ensure that you took 
carefully at both the investment it- 
self and at your own income needs 
both now and in the future. 
Churchill Investments: 01934844 444; 
Corporate & Personal Planning: 
01206 S5388S; Holden Meehan: 01 71- 
40464&;Rayrru>ndGocy^&Part- 
ners: 0171-250 0967; Warwick 
Butdiart&Associates: 01242 5S4 144. 


■ The Independent 1 has produced 
afree tastmmute Guide toPERs. The 
28-page guide by personal finance 
editor Nic Cicutti also explains the 
new Individual Savings Account 
The guide is sponsored by Scottish 
Widows Fund Management For 
your free copy call 0345 678910. 


FED UP WITH all toe last-minute 
PEP hoopla, toe endless exhorta- 
tions to invest now before this won- 
derful tax break disappears for 
good? By toe time you read t his, it 
wQl be almost too late to start a PER 

Not to worry - you can set up an 
Individual Savings Account USA) 
instead. As far as tax is concerned, 
toe rule s for ISAs are toe same as 
those for PEPs: exemption from cap- 
ital gains tax, freedom from income 
tax, but With toe diminishing hp pg- 

fit of dividend tax credits, whtoh drop 
to 10 per cent from April this year 
and are abolished in five years’ 
time. Even so, investors seeking a 
first-time tax-free haven for their 
cash are best off looking at ISAs. 

So what are toe ISA investment 
rules? In 1999/2000, one may invest 
up to £7,000, and £5,000 ayear in sub- 
sequent years. This compares with 
a maximum of £9,000 into regular 
and single-company PEPs, plus 
£9,000 into a Ttessa over five years. 

Permitted investments in an ISA 
will b e far broader than under the o ld 
PEP/Tessa regime. PEP rules spec- 
ify that up to £1,500 of toe annual 
£6,000 allowance for a Ml PEP can 
go into “non-qualifying” funds. The 
rest must go into UK and European 
Union equities and bonds. ISAs will 
have up to three components: equity 
cash and insurance. The equity part 
will be allowed to hold “any share 
traded on any recognised stock 
exchange anywhere in toe woricP. 

What this relaxation of the rules 
will allow is far wider choice of 
asset allocation. If you want to invest 
your whole annual allowance into, 


By Nic Cicum 



say. an emerging markets fund, you 
will be free to do so. 

Ftind managers plan to take 
advantage of this ride change. While 
they will be offering in ISA form all 
toe funds already available as PEPs, 
they will also be offering previously 
“unPEFable” fends too. Investec 
Guinness Flight, for example, is 
preparing to offer 14 fends, includ- 
ing its Global High Income fund - 
previously not even available as a 
non-qualifying PEP fund - through 
an ISA account. This invests in 
mainly Western government bonds. 

Another important difference is H 
that ISAs will be permitted to hold 
a far wider range of fixed interest 
‘ securities such as UK and foreign 
corporate and government bonds. 
With the exception of UK gifts, all of 
these must have five years or more 
until maturity when bo ugh t into the 
ISA, but can be sold out of it at any 
time. Any gain on such a disposal will 
stay “inside” toe account free of tax. 

Over the shorter term, gilts, 
National Savings certificates and 
cash deposits with less than five 
years to maturity can be held in ao 
ISA. Onedistinctive feature of ISAs 
will be their use of CATmarfe. The- 
aim of these is to ensure a °fl ur and 
reasonable deal”. 

Applied to the cash and insurance 
elements of ISAs the CA&narks 
will indicate low minimum premi- 
ums, few penalties, and surrender • 
values reflecting the vaiie Jr 
underlying assets in an account* . . 


fes-ss 




5.- 



1 







■gtSS* a JO* V'Wfl 

•ST8S j xJSR 

-iL-.. ~ DropS 




offish 


- ' ZLisssifijn 




Ot 1 ARAN* 




The Rottweilers made sure we never got the Jags back 


Sgrur,- _ WnONAl 


MY BIGGEST mistake hap- 
pened in Finland: the mistake I 


made was to let two cars go without 
letting the hard currency hit our 
bank account The cars were a 
Jaguar XJS (right) and an XJ4Q sa- 
loon. which would together retail at 
about £70.000. 

It was the first business where I 
was the managing director, and my 
first overseas posting, and to be hon- 
est there was a level of naivety and 
trust - 1 had been there about four 
or five months and assumed I could 
take things at fece value. Inevitably 
when selling cars, you were dealing 


with some bad guys who wanted to 
pay you in cash. The paperwork had 
seemingly come in to us to indicate 
that hard currency had been lodged 
in a third-party bank, who were in 
the process of getting the money to 
our bank account I let the cars go 
in good faith. It was an expensive 
learning curve. 

We did hire a private investigator 
to find toe cars, but he eventually 
saw the cars in a compound in 
Moscow, and his report said: “I am 
not going to go in and get toe cars 
- there are lots of Rottweilers.” We 
wrote them off and it was a salutary 



Tim Tozet; 39, spent 
10 years with Rover 
before joining Inchcape. 
He left Chrysler France 
last January to join 
Mazda UK Ltd as 
managing director 


lesson, because it was a loss- that experience that the people I was 
mating business at the time. It selling to were not to be trusted, 
would have been easy to take from The real issue was that, within the 


business, we didn’t have a robust 
enough process by which decisions 
could be made in good business forth 


What I principally took from it was 
that at a cursory level, an MD could 
lookat apiece of paperand seemingly 
make the right decision, without the 
absolute rigour of a process which 
would have prevented that paper 
getting toiqydeskwitoout toe monies 
already being in die account 
. H bad a massive impact on me: 
it was a defining moment It got me 
to focus on the fict that if you have 
£“2 ^Process in a business, and 

fftte detail is gone into -in the sense 

of the managing director having a 
Prerogative to challenge detail 
where he wants to - then I thinkyou 


have a solid context for toe m&xE 

6dnrttAv«f aJ L. » ... ■ ^ . r 


sisteat perfonnance criteria/ “*■ 
If expectations are laid outisA, 
controlled environment we are bet : 
ter able to measure how the buShbss 
•s doing. Ybu come to a platform^ 
where you can give individrtislL 
clearer context to develop theSrSwE 
personalities and characters; taj? 
take responsibility to do 
tomg within a process-orient# : 

vironment, and to come up 
ceptions which might well be.Suife 
good ones as an alternative tayMlg 
the bedrock of process. 
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BEST performing 

OVER ONE YEAR 


l.WI-.STMi'A'T TRrSTS 


UM «IT TMTT/OElC 

1‘ • R WHyBm ffaan 
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l.l IU)P I AN Fl NOS 


BEST PERFORMING UNIT TRUSTS 

irate! fl ,0M limp sum. ofler » Wd basis 

ONE YEAR fIVE TEARS 

win intnu eua 

Rnnrtfe 1267.86 ID 


1.206.35 IHYE5G0 &T EBnpRRR GraMb 


1,149.53 Sartawa Europtaa Setect 0pps2.694.82 


1.111.26 Newton 


CASH UK 

2.960 57 1 



Source: Standard & Foors/Mjcropal 


Source: Greenwich Nat West 


Bkst Savings R \ r 1 s 


INSTANT ACCESS BRANCH ACOUNTS 


CRI IK A I. 1 1 IN IAS COM.!? 


For a sun assured of £50,000 for a term of 25 yuis 

WOMEN 


•I, Wl’l, 


i W.iysysA'W 


ISO 


2100 4.75% 4. 


POSTAL/TELEPHONE ACCOUNTS - NO NOTICE 

0845 6000292 Sams* Post/Phone £1 600% 600% 


Direct 0845 6101020 Dep «s& Teteohone 21 


01438 744500 DnctPtetal 


0800558844 Me Tracker PDsVPfwne 21, 


VbrisbbeBS 


Seartarragk BS_ 


Ml Bank 




NOTICE ACCOUNTS AND BONDS 

0845 6006061 MnSanr 30 Day £100 5.80% 5.80% 


0800 272505 FOST-tefSO 30 Day (PI £5.000 6-25% 6 25% Yly 


01723500616 40 Paw Access 40Day £1,000 5.95% 535% 


£10300 6.05% 6.05% Yly 




CHEQUE ACCOUNTS 

01436 744505 HKA None £1.000 


01814472040 HKA Instant £5. 


0800 0728736 Jllbtai Cbaqae instart 25.000 


01715974131 MCA 5000 None £5,000 



Bi.sr MoRTCAdH Rates 


FIXED RATES - WITHOUT REDEMPTION TIE-IN 

TElfPtnU RATE PERIRB HU FEE IRCEBTIffi REREMPTtOR 

UV P EM ITT 

MafinowSde BS 0800 302010 5.39% 2 years 90% £95 MndofnRiHtanlaa 19 2yis 4/3 mortis ibhbsi 

Mo 


0645 909192 454% 1.4.02 95% £295 HoficUv itoudier - mfei £100 % 1.4X12 

Postal 


B&BBS 0800570800 534% 1.7.04 75% £275 FrwASU tBr*sl.FTB-h*rt Tbi.7JH 


5.69% 31 -5.06 95% £295 A*n90%,noMPFTB£145 Tb3l.506 




2739 


ScattsbPmMent ■ 40.16 


ABE 41 

Seattak PrwMmrt 31.35 


3137 


CataSaUte 34.40 


38.58 


FIXED RATES - WITH REDEMPTION TIE-IN 

BaffonhkireBS 0800216121 3.49% 013.01 90% £295 - feiiM-AnbumiEpari 


- 195»Hi5:5%olsunirepHd 


HarthaiB Rock 0845 6050500 5.19% 013.04 95% £395 Free A far 8 monte 19 7yis 3-5* of nm repaid 

iadwuplomiloMF 


52K 31.104 90% £295 - Yl3lZH6 


FIXED RATE BONDS 

01422333333 6B«BtaedRtt 6Montti £2,000 


08456004466 Fted Hate Band 1.4.00 


0800 222200 Fomf Rate Bod 3 Maar 


0800373191 FtodRates 4Ytar £2300 


FIRST TESSAS 


Sm Bank 


Lanf & Seaend Baak 0500111200 





0800225221 


FOLLOW ON TESSAS 


Barclays Bn* 


riCT 


01438744505 


0500111200 


455% 425% 


525% 535% Oy 


530% 


4J5% 4.85% 


675%F 533% 


525%F 535% Yly 


5.25%F 


6.75% 6.75% 


630% 6.80% Yly 


6.45% 645% 


645% 645% Yly 


730% 7.00% 


6.75% 675% Yly 


630% 



CAPPED RATES 

08*5909192 439% tjBJBt 95% £295 ifts-nftHOQ Itt&yis-.Kot* on 


Hanley Ecsn BS 01782255150 435% 31.1.02 95% £295 - 1st 5 ynr 120 4iys Merest 


h BS 0990 133149 6K% 4 years 95% £2 95 - _ 13 -tyre: 5% a! sum lipoid 

0456050 


NorthrenBodt 


aiiJhg r-V/tv, MFlTril 


Sottish Prarideat 4635 


5625 


Source: Tterm Direct 


COMIM I SOin Pi lit IJASI .WM ITII S 


E1TO.OOO purchase, guaranteed ftm years, monthly fat advance 

LEVEL 

SINGLE LIFE 

HUE 88 HUE U HUE TO 

AGeseral 7.679 6,773 10,162 


Life 7,763 8.764 10.125 


Fries* Prwtteat 7.670 6756 10330 


FIRST-TIME BUYERS (VARIABLE UNLESS SHOWN) 

WoaMch 0345454546 3.99% 1 year 95% £100 2£%xkwKxsntaiBd&i<) is5yra 

to 901 no MP 


133149 420% 3 


NanhemRodt 06456050500 4.59* lADZ 95% ■ Rt4»*taASU{&™tt)B0%noMP 106vrc 


Aflbacc & Laotr 0345108108 630% SVBffS 95% £195 AdvUpto90%-MoW> ia6yrac9mtfsMerest- 




frTf l *lli%'t~k; 



Cn—trynwle Assured 


OFFSHORE ACCOUNTS (GROSS) 

Part—,. Ktamfa 01461822747 InstartB None £6000 530% 530% 


01624673373 Meraau 


,000 825% 625% 


01624 673373 fntBngSooai 90 90 Day £50,000 635% 665% Yly 


GUARANTEED INCOME BONDS (NET) 

0800^3598 1 Vtor £16000 430%W 

ftiSa* 0800838020 2>fear £16000 4.1 0%ffl 

CoantTTWtde AssuSS 080 0 838020 3 Year £10300 4.1 

08Q0 838020 4Y^ £10.000 425%FN 


NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNTS (GROSS) 
DWEsmorrACcoOTTS 1242*2 


£10,000 420% 


4.45% 


t>l>£ 
KT?!' 
Hi 
El 

HTm 


JOINT LIFE, 2/3 WIDOWS BENEFIT 

HUE El HUE IS HUE 78 

Mill 35 FEMALE U FEMALE 88 

life 6747 7,359 6.209 


life 6605 7,170 


VARIABLE DISCOUNTED RATES 

133149 0.60% 1 year 95% £250 - ia&fis&2ffw am repaid 


330%R 013.01 95% £250 Gn«eireeA5UA>90%mMPia6yeas.^9%asn 


West Dra —ie k BS 0121 5806404 4.45% 3 years 85% £295 FreBMP&tree ia5ynr5*olsunrapatf 

ASUtoMyear 


01753 482100 5.45% 5ymis 


ASUaAecidBOt, sfctoe*s and aoemptoyment Insurance. B+C=BoikfingB and eoutenis insurance earn >= end of month. 
U^Unemphyment insurance. MEP^Mortgoge indemnity premium. 

AD rates subject id change without nodes. Please check all rates before borrowing. 

FigBra compiled on: 29 th March 1999 Source: MoneyFacts 


INDEX-LINKED • 

SINGLE LIFE 

HUE BO RULE BE HUE TO 

5.769 6759 8,067 


5344 6,718 6 


5.520 6636 6100 


FEMALE CP FEMALE E5 FEMALE TP 

5,092 5.788 6859 


,673 




Northern Rock 


Ptaane A Loan 
rbrtatrtBBBBfc) 


B P ST BORROWERS RaTI S 


UNSECURED PERSONAL LOANS 

APB T1ZE9 mnU PftTHEIT SI t5.B0t> FM S TEAM 

0845 6050808 92% H WUhlnsuanCB 181.67 Nolnsu»)C8 £164.19 


Wilhktsuance 162.39 No Insurance £16168 


138689811.9% Wrth Insuance 183.40 Nonsuranca £164.61 


OVERDRAFTS 

accbbrt AcnmarscB 

%PH APR 


PBABTBflBIEEB 
%PH APR 


JOINT LIFE, 2/3 WIDOW S BENEFIT 

HUE a BALE IS MALE Tfi 

FERALE SB PEHUE 88 FEMALE 89 

PradestU 4,687 5.272 6039 


0500 959595 Atemra 035% 


re 00 302010 Heraccount 037% 


0800731774 Bank 1 


CARDS 

STANDARD 


FEE IVTEREST BIB 

PA FREE PEBUM IBCBHE 


Source: AmmHy Direct 




\ > i iT'.'n ' i 1 1 * : -j . 


50Bi ISSUE ttai free) 

ism IMDBHJHKD (tax free) 


4.65%F 


£100 3jO%F 
£100 1£5%f + 


BOW ban U (tax free) 


AER=Annual Emavakat Batfc B-Oj>aat«Hy J»t and leteptwu f=nxed rate tall other rata air mrinaa. N-MMratt 

OM^tntcire8tP3klonnHtnritr.P-Opgatedt!ryon.T-OpeBatedlytBliphiiiie.Aflratesail^dto AangcHthnutncfacc. 

Pln» check an rales and tarns be&re mating, AD rates tara* Guarantee! 

flgMMeRnwHcattH^a" Sonrce: BIoneyEftCts 


CO )\ IK) RATI BOX f)> 


T1BBET nin 
T1EL8. * BATIK 


UCHAME ANIUAL 
% FEE. H 


Inc 624 


0800126000 Advantage Visa 0.48% 530% Nil 


Ban t Co— Ben 0500551055 MastacatfVisa 066% 


Vba 0.565% 690% Ml 56 days 


GOLD CARDS 

Bank 0800404070 Base RaB Visa N/A m £120 - 







Maw FSjfet Vafue Bond 606 L MB 0.65 

Source: Baroosworth Investment Services 


D-lfinfman ag-2£ years. H°lfncinBnrat>« arranged APB W-Introdncimy rate forathnilfll period. R^Ratawpfi. i oa 

AS rates Buttfeet to donga vilbout notice. Please died aD ralCB bMoro txnnwtog. 

ngnres compiled on: 28 th March 1 SB 9 SoUTCfc MOneyF^ds 





































































































































































10/APPOINTMENTS 


business review 

^VT^NW. liwq ^ 

HOt: 01 71 293 250$ 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


ACCOUNTANCY, FINANCIAL, LEGAL 


Head of Administration & Logistics 





British 

Antarctic 

Survey 


The British Antarctic Suvey (BASJ is a component 
Institute of the Natural Environment Research 
Counci We are cu/rentiy looking for a new Head 
of A tAninst rHflon&La^^ 
r Cambridge. To undertake fts researh mission, 
BAS employs over 425 scientists and support 
staff, and operates two research vessels and 
aircraft of Antarctic capability. 




Natural 

Environment 

Research 

Council 


You will have line management responsibility 
for 240 support staff with an infrastructure 
budget of £22 million. You will be expected 
to plan, co-ordinate and manage the BAS 

annual field programme, including ship and 
aircraft schedules and emergency response 
planning. You must be prepared to advise the 
Director on financial strategy and manage the 
overall finance activities, including five year 
business planning, costings, submissions 
and in-year control. You will overview the 
procurement process and direct the 
infrastructure planning including major capital 
projects. You will also oversee recruitment, 
training and development activities, and 
advise the Director on personnel matters. 


procurement You must be able to •* 
demonstrate high quality personnel 
management skflls, aid be able to undertake 
operational plaining and strategy in support 
of Antarctic research activities, if you can 
make crucial decisions that wlU Influence 
future strategy and provision of logistics in 
support of long-distance research activities, 
then BAS welcomes your application. 


BAS would expect you to take up the post 
in the late summer of 1999. The nature of 
this role normally involves visits to Antarctica, 
but is UK based. 


For further details and an application form, 
please contact Katie Boreham, Personnel 
Officer, Natural Environment Research Council, 
Polaris House, North SSar Avenue, Swindon, 
Wiltshire SN2 1EU. Tel: 01793 41 1542. 

Fax: 01793 4T1585. E-mail: ceb@nerc.ac_uk 
The dosing date for receipt of applications is 
Friday 16 April. 


Ashurst Morris Crisp's Telecoms Group has a first clas * re, ^^ tl0 
is regarded as one of the leading practices m th.s field. 

As a result of continued growth in this area, additional lawyers are now sought! p y 
' on going success of the Telecoms Group. 

As the ideal candidate you will have between 2 and 5 years post qualification ^xperien^^^ com j jined 
international perspective. You will also have substantial commercia an ^ industry, 

with specific knowledge of serviceflicence agreements within the telecomm 

In return we offer you the opportunity to join a first class team with a first class remunera 


If you are interested in applying far the above position ptease wni« reference XSWCMT. 
Stuart Walker, enclosing a CV, at Ashuret Morris Crisp, Braadwalk House, 5 Appold Street, London, u 


We are looking for wide experience of 
administration at a senior level, combined 
with a good background In finance and 


The Courier! has an equal opportunities 
policy and welcomes applications from all 
sections of the community. People from 
ethnic minorities are currently under- 
represented and their applications are 
particularly welcome. 


Fat 


London Recruitment Fairs 1 999 


Free Admission 


No need to pre-register 


Find the top jobs 

V Sf TOU*. 


Meet the leading Bank$&ffi0countoncy companies 


Free CV^Islilbutioii 

Bring your CV;iri^sM|;|oeumenf^|^< and 
we will distribute:.rt^^|®|^ibftor^#|^^ 


1-y ~ »*x , 




Only *1 


Canary Wharf js pnjyjlO 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 
DO YOU LIVE IN NORFOLK? 


OTE £46800 


Wu are a respected firm of IFAs established 26 years with an excellent reputation within the Financial 
Services industry. 


We have numerous vacancies Tor IFAs. The successful candidates will have at least MULA (Dip) or 
FPC I.2&T and a proven track record from within tbe industry. You will be required to service and 
expand our current client bonk and further develop our solicitor and accountancy connections. In 
return we ufTcr a competitive remuneration package and excellent computerised office support. 

ir you would like la work in a friendly environment with (he opportunity to progress into management 
please post or fax your CV to: 

Jeremy Halbert. Hubert Financial Services. 1st Floor Angfia Auto Centre. Watt on Road, 

Botford, Norwich NR9 4BG 

Tel 01603 759784 Fax 01603 758217 


HULBERT FINANCIAL 

SERVICES 


APPOINTMENTS DIARY 


Monday 

IT, Science, Engineering 

Tuesday 

Media, Marketing, Sales 


Wednesday 

Finance, Legal, Secretarial 

Thursday 

Education, Graduate 


Sunday 

Public, General 


Fixed Income Sales 


ke 


General Admin. Officer 

EnfUi mti Kara. OmJ IT alalia 
iacUh* lflUn't/Uo-t Jdl. 


f to mention^ 
i 77ie Independent 
When replying 
adverts 


b.CV0171 786 7899 

Fmaili jdwHa 


FINANCIAL SERVICES...SALES 
(High O.TJE.) 

Throughout the UiL our major clients seek 
Experienced Advisers/Consultants 
(Min FPC 1 & 2) 

Basic salary up to £24.000 plus Car. 

High O.TE. 

We also seek Broker/Consultants, 
Mortgage Advisers, Telesales staff, 
support staff and 


■Mft.tgVI ft — 

Major High Street Bank seeks experienced 
I.EA-’s, High O.TE. guaranteed leads 


To join major U.S. retail stockbrokers, now 
expanding in U.K. Full training to FJP.C. 1, 2 
and 3 given, plus basic salary. 
Opportunities also available for " Trainees " 

D.D JL Recruitment 
Tel: 0171 355 4629 
Fax: 0171 499 4462 


CB 


Our client is one of the premier, global financial institutions with a 
significant presence in the Middle East and Northern Africa. 

They now seek to recruit an experienced sales person to market fixed 
income, loan and structured credit/derivatives products to institutional 
clients in the above markets. There will be extensive client interaction and 
due to working practices in these regions the role will involve Frequent 
travel and working over weekends. 

You will be a university graduate with a strong mathematical background 
together with a major in finance and proven experience within a European 
financial sales/trading environment. You must possess an in-depth 
understanding of Middle Eastern/North African institutional clients and 
have an established cultural affinity with the client base. A strong 
understanding of fixed income, loan and structured credit sales within 
European markets and a successful proven track record in developing new 
business relationships is essential. Fluency in English, Arabic and French, 
both written and spoken and strong computer literacy will be required. 

Please apply in writing, enclosing a full curriculum vitae and quoting 
reference 5401A to: Barkers Response Services, 1st Floor, Wellington House. 
Queensmere, Slough, Berkshire SL1 1DB. Your CV will be forwarded to this 
dient only. Please indicate any company to which your details should not 


BARKERS 


BIRMINGHAM 


BRISTOL 


EDINBURGH 




GLASGOW • LEEDS • LONDON - MANCHESTER • NOTTINGHAM 


International Investment Bane 


International Bane 


Financial Controller 


REQUIRES 

Systems Software Developer 


ACCOUNTANCY 


it> produce P&L Related Data far sprrilv Trading Divisions. Thi 
wiU iodode producing detailed financial reports for consumption 
by senior management, daily and monthly financial and PJtL 
Report Production. Ledger Reconciliation and Evalomkn and 
Development of Procedures and Processes used in the Accounting 
Process. The successful candidate will be a Qualified Accountant 
and possess a minimum 3 fears rdemal past degree expcricoas- 
The salary odered U commensurate nidi experience. 

II you possess ibe skills and experience required far diis rale 
please send your CV to: 

P.Q. Boa 21015A, Islington, London N1 2XQ 


Responsibilities win indude Project Management, 
Technical PC Solution Development, implementation of 
Risk Analysis Tools, Software Modelling, Database 
Design and Implementation, Systems Installation and 
Interface and Application Development. The successful 
candidate will possess a minim nm 3/4 years relevant 
experience cooples with a science degree. Salary offered 
is commensurate with experience. If you possess the 
necessary skills please send your CV nx 
EO. Box 21015B, Islington, London N1 2XQ 


Pt Qual Accountant 
Media Group 
£30,000 


Asst Accountant 
Ad Agency 
£24,000 


A Leading International Investment Bank requires j 

ASSOCIATES 


International Investment Bank 


Banking Accts Officer 
£20,000 + Bens 


To join their European High Yield operations. The positions 
| will be responsible for High Yield Execution and Research, 
Financial Transactions. 


wul be responsible lor M 
Financial Modelling and 
Applicants must possess; 


Business Analyst 


two years experience in leverage finance 
ice in the Acquisition Finance or European 
is Market [ 


• Knowledge of High 
Yield Markets 


Yield Structures and the US High 


Please forward CV*s ro: PQ Box 13059 
Independent Newpaper. Canary Wharf, One Canada 
Square, London El 4 5DL 


u> vrorlc within the Global Budget Bud Forecast Team. 
RflqwosiMlitkswiQ primarily include die Production and 
Evaluation or Budget Management Procedures together with the 
analysis and review or Olobal Budget Processes. The successful 
candidate will be a Qualified Accountant and possess a m i n i mum 
3f4 yean relevant post degree work experience. The salary offered 
to until experience. 

IT you pomes the sfcffls and experience required for this role 
please rend your CV uc 

EO. Bax21015, Islington, London N1 ZXQ 


Credit Control 
Travel Pic 
£17,500 


OTTl 291 22 


Bought Ledger 
TV Ad Company 
to £16,000 



PRIME 


FAX: 
0171 
495 7974 
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VTHE INDEPENDENT 


TOM 

VASSOS 


AUTHOFi L OF 

'Strategic Internet Marketing’ 



Where SiiCC«V 

*No AccidfliS 


I V' 2s:a.* 


Research Executive 


■ .v WJ 
. ■:* A’ M \ 


WILL PRESEN 
IN 

WEDNESD. 


NT A 
M LO 
DAY 


A HALF DAY SEMINAR 
ONDON ON 
{ 21st APRIL 1999 


Independent Newspapers pic Is an expanding worldwide media 
and communications group with interests in newspaper and 
magazine publishing, electronic media and broadcast Their UK 
arm includes the ownership of The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday. 


Tom Vassos is back] in Europe to deliver his highly 
acclaimed seminar on Internet marketing 
strategy. Tom is a 1 globally renowned Internet 
authority and travels the world speaking at major 
Open Systems and internet conferences. This 
seminar is a ‘must' for ail those involved in sales 
and marketing and interested in website 
development. You will (earn the five phases of 
business transformation with up-to-date 
examples and leam how to implement your own 
leading edge applications. 


The independent titles Marketing Departmert has a new vacancy- 
for a Senior Research Executive to work as part of a team of 5 
researchers predominantly working on providing the 120 strong 1 
adverteng sales team with research, market information and sales' 
presentations. 


This is a proactive role for someone with experience in 
^bii^ng and/or research with a good Imowtedgeof the nr& 
TGI Mother industry surveys. The successful applicant should 

a * 3te to demonstrate a good 
de 9 ree £ initiative as welf as excellent 
canmurtc^on skate. TTiey should also be numerate, used to 

working to high levels of accuracy and have the ability to get on 

with people of aD ages and levels. y 901 on 




Don't miss rt! This will run from 1.00 - 5.30 pm 
with lunch served from 1.00 - 2.00 pm. 


Location: IBM South bank, 76 Upper Ground, 
London SE1. 


The company offers a highly competitive salary and an 

paCk3Qe hchjdin 0 25 d ays hoKcJ, perota! 
private health insurance, free use of our on-ste fiSS 
centre and a subsidised staff restaurant 5 


thorns 1m 
riOUl 
MM 




Tickets are £95 including lunch. 


For further information or to book your place call 
Jane Stephenson on Freefone 0800 9176534 


Or e-mail janejsa@indigo.ie 
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Keeping a low profile, living the high life 


YOU CANT help but be grateful to 
whoever came up with the concept 


inventions of our times. 


ants throwing down their shovels 
and pitchforks and announcing 
they were suffering from burnout? 

Of course, people had lower ex- 
pectations then. As far as they 
were concerned there were only 
three thin g s you could be: alive, 
dying or dead. But mere existence 
isn't good enough for us anymore; 

we expect to be amazingly well aB 

the time, and if we’re not we do 
something about it “We need a hol- 
iday. Let’s spend some of that 


bonus money that’s about to tum- 
ble into our bank account," said 
Jane once she’d sorted out the 
problems with her boss. “See if 
you can take one of the weeks with 
Easter in it” I langhoH 

Didn't she realise they would 
have been booked up months in ad- 
vance? But she just laughed right 
back and told me not to be naive. 
“Only senior managers dare to 
book time off at Easter or Christ- 
mas,” she said. “No one else win be- 
cause they think it doesn't look keen 
enough.” 

Luckily, she was right and now 

we’re in Jamaica, sitting nn tho fry , 
race of our villa, looking down over 


Kingston and drinking Blue Moun- 
tain coffee. Quite how Jane man- 
aged to pull off a booking at such 
short notice, I'm not sura 
“Last-minute cancellation, n she 
says. “Supermodel stabbed her 
toe and couldn’t travel Something 
life that, anyway” 

Bad luck for hex; brilliant for ns. 
Str awb e rry ESll is the sort of place 
tliats written up m toe glossy mag- 
azines with breathless reverence, 
ftrni is even nic er in the flesh th en 
in the photographs. It seems an 
insult to call it a bold. 

The villas are so submerged in 
greenery a pii gardens that half 
the time you feel you’re the only 



THE TRADER 

It's good to have a 
City job - lots of 
money, but no one 
knows who you are 


people around. “Just as well, real- 
ly” Jane says. “I feel a bit square 
compared to some of the other 
guests.” 

She’s referr in g, I think, to the 
couple we saw as we arrived: him 
with goatee and crochet skullcap, 
her with long blue hair and a pose 
stud. They just had to be sfressed- 
out music business executives. 
“Do you think we seen as strange 
to them as they do to us?” I ««kpH 
Jane, but from the way he was 
whispering to her and looking in 
our direction with an T am not 
looking in your direction” expres- 
sion on his face l had my answer 

Otherwise, we haven’t realty 


seen many of the other people 
staying here: If we can hardly drag 
ourselves away from our villa, 
presumably they all feel the same, 
particularly the famous ones. 

Even betteq I’ve realised it’s the 
first holiday in ages where there 
hasn’t been an off-duty futures 

trader with a hyperactive mobile cm 
the next balcony. Money talks, but 
some of it talks quieter than the 
rest 

“It’s at times like this,” I say to 
Jane as we sip our drinks, “that you 
appreciate having a CSty job. Lots 
of money but no one knows wfaoyou 
are. rd hate to be a celebrity and 
have my picture in the tabloids 


every time I so much as sneezed.” 
Jane agrees with me on that one 
and then tells me she’s hungry and 
we should have dinner 
We find ourselves on the table 
next to the music-business couple 
who are vaguely looking in ny di- 
rection. Suddenly he starts and 
nearty drops his drink, and I can 
bear him say, “It is, I tell you, it is-” 
He stands and comes over shyty to 
our table. “Tm sorry to bother you." 

he says, “but there’s this column in 

The Independent called “The Trad- 
er’... Fm a big fan. Your profile... 
you loakjustlike bee Areyou?" And 
I blushed and said yes. Writ's nice 
to be recognised, isn’t it? 


ide 
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Fat Cats can be 
key to success 


By Jon moynihan 

EACH YEAR, as the annual re- 
ports begin to roll in, the “Fat 
Calf compensation debate 
starts again. At PA Consulting, 
we believe this issue suffers 
from confusion between two 
questions: 

Is there an optimal form of 
compensation scheme tor top 
management that will max- 
inuse value for shareholders? 

Mn “efficiency” question.) 

™ If top management receives 
enormous payouts as a result 
of the compensation scheme, is 
that necessarily a bad thing? (A 
“justice” question.) 

We believe -based on client 
experience and extensive re- 
search - that shareholders 
shooM ensure them companies 
I operate a top management 
- compensation scheme that is 
£ efficient and just 


P| Tbe'EfHclency Question 

Whafis the optimal top man- 
-£9* agenen t compensation plan? 
Overfire past yean PA has con- 
dactedsurveys in ltcountries 
to unajvec the characteristics 
tfooc^axues which create top 
levels of shareholder value, 
^he first finding was that our 


ty different levels of sharehold- 
erreturns over several years Vie 
readied an unexpected conclu- 
sion. The most important factor 
associated with superior share- 
holder retons, was whether the 



Many Board members 3 
iriafor shareholders 


Many senkr managers are Employees ait 

meter s h arenoBers shareholders at an levels 


company adopted a “Managing 
for Shareholder Value” (MSV) 
approach to its top manage- 
ment compensation policies. 
The chart (above) shows that 
the average compaityvririch fol- 
lows an MSV approach to its top 


more than 6 percentage points 
of additional shareholder re- 
turn, compared to the company 

that does not 

The chart also reveals that 
fewer titan 1 in 10 companies 
follow such an approach. This 
folding is consistent across all 
our surveyed countries — with 
the exception of tfieUS, where 
it is still less than one in four 

The impact of the correct 
compensation approach - 
across our surveyed countries 
-is enormous. The average an- 
nual shareholder returns of 
the company that embraces 
best practice in this area is al- 
most 20 per cent a year; versus 
less than 14 percent ayear for 


companies who reject that. 
Over 10 years, an investor 
putting £ 10,000 into a basket of 
companies following the right 
approach would see a return of 
£60,000. An investor who put a 
similar amount into compa- 
nies following the opposite 
approach would get £34,000. 

Managers of institutional in- 
vestment funds are considered 
superstars if they can beat the 
market annually by two or 
three percentage points ayeac 
Institutional investors need to 
builda “Code of Compensation 
C o ndu ct ” - that ensures their 
company follows that approach. 
Ebr example: 

■Ensure the compare pays high 
wr iahifi copp ensatipn. a bamg 
scheme that allows managers to 
earn substantial bonuses - po- 
tentially rising to maqy times 
base salary — hag an even larg- 
er impact on shareholder value. 
■ Ensure the company pays 
below-average salaries in se- 


nior positions, relative to what 
is paid in the industry. We 
found the impact on share price 
of paying high versus low 
salaries was three percentage 
points of shareholder return per 
year —an enormous amount. 

■ Ensure bemuses are contin- 
gent on shareholder results. 
The more top management in- 
terests can be aligned with 
thnsa of shareholder s, the more 
likely it is that shareholder 
returns will be maximised In- 
centive programmes should 
focus on factors direetty under 
the Individual’s control (value 
drivers), rather than on the 
overall share price. But the 
company should identity what 
managpmpnt actions lead to 
share-price maximisation. 

The recent wave erf compa- 
nies which reward managers 
on a measure of “pro fi t s minus 
a charge for capital” has led to 
enormous i m provements in 
shareholder value, op timising 
profits and use of capital. 

■ Ensure the company re- 
views its salaries against an an- 
nual industry-specific pay 
survey. Investors should know 
whether this step is taken and 
what is done with the output 

■ Ensure a percentage of an- 
nual bonus is paid in long-term 
handcuffed shares. This will 
build a dass of managers who 
hare a large shareholding In the 
company and strongly moti- 
vated to ensure the share price 
increases. 



Jon Moynihan has found that lower top salaries and performance bonuses can benefit shareholders too 


■ Ens ure the company en- 
courages top management and 
other staff- to have an owner- 
ship rather than an employee 
mentality. The most important 
tiring is not the way in which 
you get people to be share- 
holders - it is just the fact that 
you do it 

■ Ensure the company pays 
non-executive directors in 
shares. Companies with many 
large shareholders on the 
board are mare Kkety to in- 
crease shareholder value. The 
board will then focus more ag- 
gressively on its number one 
objective - to maximise share 
price over the long term. 


The Justice Question 
Is it fair when top managers 
earn enormous sums from 
compensation programmes? 

Our research implies that 
companies which [dace no limit 
on what managers can earn do 
far better by their shareholders 

flan organisations that Emit ftp 
annual compensation paritftgp 

Tbp managers of high-banus 
companies draw anger when 
newspapers run stories decry- 
ing the large amounts earned. 
We should care if a manager 
earns a large package when 
shareholders see a poor return. 

But if shareholders have 
done well (and the national eco- 


nomic “cake” hfts expanded), is 
it wrong if managers also re- 
ceive spectacularly large com- 
pensation packages? Capitalism 
’s underpinning of companies 
owned via shares traded on 
stock exchanges, is a success- 
ful mechanism for increasing 
economic value and benefit, for 
the benefit of a country, 
ff a company does not put in 

a npnip pnfiJiliftnpnng ranniip that 

has a strong potential upsidefor 
its executives, it is less hkety to 
create value for shareholders. 
The reason is probably that in- 
sufficient incentives exist for 
managers to take the difficult but 
valuable derisfoos that increase 


share price. “Fbt Cat” executives 
of large companies are not in 
need of particular protection. 
Most probably they will contin- 
ue to earn large remuneration 
package s for some time, what- 
ever the degree of outrage. 

But some aspects of these 
compensation packages are 
important if we are to have 
flourishing pubficty owned com- 
panies, even if other aspects, 
such as high fixed salaries, are 
counterproductive. 

Jon Moynihan is executive 
chairmcmofPA Consulting, the 
management and technology 
consultancy. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Opportunities 
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...THE PERFECT BUSINESS!! 5 


DIRECT ■ JKgft income 

An ootstaKSflt twstaM* cwnrunltf potential 

dot an help sen* your toe. Cttm 
Direct to UiBiewief ta proewrinj royalties W 

genuhaly ■no no fee 1 pesona management fees 

cttkns. 

Where Success 
is No Accident 

KSST-SKSS 

mlUka in uttiemnn for our dtett m Camnrbidhu 
end owrenOy lumdOnfi ttousaxls of •&W 0Tte * 
mrohI Mules. The penmttl fcjuiy TV campaign 
martiet continues to grow. VWtn your 
mfesstanaBssn. htwwraowl sMSfe ■NemwCOT 
and positive approach, a turnover of specialist solicitors, 

aoofc nates & barristers 

aOtievtO-wOti ai average rtf 734 gsree — 

pnfcmargin. m Secession proof 

Haw (M owt Mta tint ooa of tto —• ~ 

dacada’a Hunt success itort*s_ uFuU training 

Cutset Beverly Lstfs, Faschtoe — ; — — . 

— mm imoBw. mOn-gping support 

Tat 01952 284812 “ 




Hides ntrert, Cwevunr tana, Cental Psrfc, TeHori, TF2 9TW 


.HR Probably the most profitable 
business opportunity in UK 


for only £6,960 plus VAT 
Music World supply retailers with quality music 
cassettes & CD's at half the normal retail price. Ybu 
will receive outlets, fully stocked with a wide range 
of artists & titles, fuDy supported wfth back-up stock, 
which can earn you a wmendous Income, tor appraranatefy 


Phone for Information pack 
24 HOUR FREEPHONE 
0800 7838239 


Opportunities 



URGENTLY REQUIRED 

SHOW KITCHENS 

Forest Kitchens Ud. Urgently require homes in 
selected areas of the UK to tit SHOW KITCHENS. 
We will build you a tailor-made kitchen at a fraction 
of the normal price, if you allow us to Introduce up 
to six prospective customers. 

.For frill details phone: 

01908 520843 ext 23 

and ask for John Waterman 


Forest Kitchens Ltd., 
little Horwood, 
Bucks MK17 OPS 




! EXCEPTIONAL INDIVIDUAL with uniquely enedrive international trade experience 

gained through twenty yean of hawb-oo involvement in aB aspects Mcoaaoeree, finance, 
insurance, sport and related areas. Priceless investment in tin® braiding relationships with 
local contacts, now already proven to be of the highest calihre.Iiitnnale knowled ge oftoc al 
customs and practices gamed through short buifreqnetil vaitB to a cumber of territories, 
UnrivaHed number of tangible, successful results achieved with a high kvd of CO psae ncy 
throughout ihg period. Immeasurable local advantages available through tiro gdnovrnieot 
Of anparalkd levels of trosr and respect. Specialist aims China, Cyprus. Dubai, Italy, 
Norway. Ptoland, Russa. Syria. ThroM and ’nutejr. Now looking to amnmee the inherent 
iMimr fnwitiac hv sharing the know how andkno wd geanew n uiatcdiatetun> for aaync, 
senior rak within an energetic group which has the desire to take such a penoounder its 
corpootc wing. Age 44, fully fit and comfortable working as pan of a team, or alone. 
Confidentiality expected as well as guaranteed. 

Hesse reply to Bor No 1 187518, The Independent CtosilSed Adwrfiring Dept, One 
IVniili Square, Canary WhariJ London E14 SDL 
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How To Earn £300-£600 
Or More withm 6 Weeks 
ftl»H WJ Baif M fac Hhw i 
W ftVbnsfrWBSdfag li— ti 
rdifiinMnITTn ' “in -if 
For Free Recorded Detail* 
ou.0171 5853539 now 


Tb advertise in this section please [ Commercial Property 

ATTRACTIVE Imuatn wpia oh**- 

can Sandy Boyer on 0171 293 2233. s’JSatSSJS 

CXRCLE2SOK 0802 327 122. 
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For EntpiojwcUSaffwqptoyert 

* No Income proof rw^ifed 

* Non BtBbn lanSng up to 90K 

* ARMaMdema nd 0% ted 
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COMMERCIAL OR RESIDENTIAL FINANCE 


"How to find the right lender 
and get the best possible 
finance package in the market! " 


. | ifyou warn to take new finance, or would Eke to compare 
your costing fadtioes we can bdp you obtain the best poanble 
nnxs, fl exib le turus and affordable repayments - 

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL 

Mortgages hwestment Property 

| Equity rebut loans Care Homes, Hotels 

j Bridging ■ . . 


I Equity release loans Care Homes, Hotels 

] Bridging . . . Pro/csskmal Practices, Leasing 

, Business Overdrafts . . . 

As master- broken and elected NACFB members we have senior 
underwr iti ng contacts wtth over 500 btoe-^hip. willing and 
undemanding tenders. Their spedal padafp* ate often fir better 
than those available m me High Street. 

We could me yon £!, OOP' s by fimting you die right lender with 
the most compeucree raw and repayment options. 

Vfe can hdp in every amadou - any amount for anv purpose - 
even wib no accounts, income prool or serious aedit problans. 
We wiD expertly prepare and present your apoficKon - no hassle 
just fast positiee deostom. (q thwe are any cfifficuhia - 99% of 
the time we can handle (hem for you}. 

Let tts prove dur we reaOy can get you the very best oSen. 

I Please lemonhrr that many padops are strictly Staked 
- so please call us now. 

I To reach the debt leaders who want to help you - le* is do afl the 
work - ait bade and nv will bririg you all me answers you needL 

FOR IMMEDIATE. FREE UNBIASED PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 
calf us note on 

i ► 0500 545 050 -4 

FINANCE LTD 


@) 



Man** etna MdoW AsndWM olConwU Aim 
W I— it A wt Jy Jo ms hap u — « 


uson 0929()‘» 


I IN DEBT? WE CAN HELP I 


Need a bank account 
or credit card today? 

UK or offshore, personal or business 100% 
guaranteed. Credit line £15.000. Business 
march anting service, P60's limited companies £45. 
In fact, ring us about anything, usually we have a 
solution. Professional friendly advice given by 
ecensed credit broker. 

The Original Moneybox established 40 years and . 
open 24 hours a day. Credit card payments taken. 


CALL 01902 843 565 TODAY 


Services 


Premier Business 
Pack 



Starting up business as 
a limited .company? 

The Jordans Premier Business Pack will give 
you expert support: 

• Quick, cost-effective company formation 

• On-going administrative support 

• Comprehensive business guide covering all 
aspects of trading as a company 

• Discounted offers for oilier useful business 
sen-ices 

For more details, phone Mark Anderson on 

0117 918 1296 

Supported by wTt 


BARCLAYS 


Hammond Suddabds 


JORDANS 

ruuiu BUSINESS PACK 


Jordans Limited. 21 St Thomas Street, Bristol BS1 6JS 
Tel Oi 17 923 0600 Fax 01 17 923 0063 Web httpVAwvvw.iordans.co.uk 


company formation and 

A DMIN 1ST RAT I O N S ERV ICES 
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Me And my Partner 

ANDREW DUNN AND SIMON CLARKE . _ — 

Andrew Dunn, founder of Ski Scott Dunn, met accountant Simon Clarke in the Alps in the late 1980s and ^ £ 3 n -^f ^ ^L*^*** 

worked together ever since. In 1996 they launched Scott Dunn World. Their combined business revenue now ex 



Andrew Dunn (left) says Simon Clarke's natural caution balances his more bullish approach. The pair have been partners since Dunn i 


Clarke to look at his accounts, which were in a 'shocking state* Mark Chilvers 




No other printers sharpen colours like HP 
LaserJets and InkJets. To hone every dot, 
HP LaserJets apply multiple Layers of toner 
with our ImageREt system. HP InkJets use 
our PhotoREt system, applying up to 16 
drops oF ink to every dot That’s how, even 
on run-of-the-mill office paper and at up to 



6 colour pages a minute, our printers can 
produce virtually every shade that the 
human eye can see. So the image you get is 
the photo-quality image you want. And it’s 
yours when you take your pick from the 
widest choice of business colour printers. 
Welcome to the cutting edge of technology. 



For more information on HP's range of colour printers for business, call us now on: 

0990 474747 


WM HEWLETT ' 

m!EM PACKARD 


| Expanding Possibilities 


A ndrew dijnn: i 
had been skiing be- 
fore university and 
thought I would like 
to set up a ski company. I went 
to college and everybody 
laughed at me. But 1 am an ob- 
stinate person and it was bla- 
tantly obvious it could be done 
better Back then, chalet holi- 
days were completely (Efferent 
I was 22 and highly motivated, 
and the first year of business 
was pretty exciting, but there 
was a relatively steep learning 
curve. I spent a year re- 
searching it all: 1 went to the 
Alps and did surveys on three 
diSe rent-sized companies. 1 
found out people's likes and dis- 
likes to pinpoint what they 
wanted on a holiday. 

I distinctly remember meet- 
ing Simon when he arrived to 
see his sister who happened to 
be working for us. He had dri- 
ven out to the Alps in a black 
TVR car 1 have always been 
good at running the business 
and having ideas,- but the ac- 
counts were m a shocking state. 

I said to Simon “Can you take 
a look and prepare the books for 
die auditors?" He realised it 
was a little bit more titan just a 
run-through. He said “listen, 
one way is to join you and invest 
in tiie business." That’s exact- 
ly what he did, and became the 
foil-time finance director 
At the time, every brochure 
had some pretty blonde girl on 
the coven We said, how are we 
going to be different? We did a 
totally black brochure, and that 
immediately got us noticed. 

We had a Ipjral clientele, but 
we realised we bad to expand if 
we were to have a good living. 
We’ve aided up with the cream 
of the ski resorts and sane ofthe 
best properties. My grand- 

rriother taught me that you 

should always buy the most ex- 
pensive, because generally it’s 
going to be the best There are 
some little things we have al- 
ways done when' nobody else 
would go to such lengths. Itte the 
fluffy bathrobes and the post- 
cards. which are there in your 
room, the toiletries in your bath- 
room and the bottle of water on 
your table. Our greatest asset is 
our staff Wenowhave 14 in Lon- 
don and 57 overseas. 

We got hit hard during the 
recession, mid kept thinking , 
how deep can we dig into our 
own pockets? Then we took on 
board a whole new series of 
shareholders, from bankers to 
barristers. We weren’t going to 
fail through lack of effort. I- 
would take it as a personal-in- • 
suit if someone ''said they had- . 
had a bad hohd^y. I wouki be 
devastated. i/- ■ 

Ournon-executroechairman 
and I have always been the bull- 
ish ones, but Simon was confi- 
dent we would get throughthe 
difficult times. Simon always 
sits and listens, and then com? 
merits. I will talk continually . 
without necessarily having 
thought of every aspect or 
eventuality. He is naturally the 
cautious partner 
We have never advertised 
the company: word-of-mouth is 
far better; and that is why we 
have to make sure every single 
holiday is excellent. It has al- 
ways amazed me how tr ave l 
companies would send out let 
ters which would say, “Dear 


Client". In the early days, I used 

to hand-sign every letter. Also, 
Simon and I know everything 
that goes on in the office, which 
is open-plan. It’s important 
that you can overhear what 
people are saying. 

My role is increasingly man- 
agerial, taking an overview of 
products. Competition in the 
travel industry is fierce, but no 
one is really doing cooks and 
nannies. We are transferring 
the Alps to the summer; and 

that’s hugely exciting. \bu want 

to be with your children, but 
equally you want to read a 
book by the pool or play tennis. 

We have never fallen out I 
am more hot-headed and he 
would never lose his temper I 
think he chose to work with me 
because he saw the possibility 
of being part of something 
which could grow and be suc- 
cessful, to which he could con- 
tribute - a chance for him to 
malm his mark. I have infin ite 
trust in Simon, and you know 
when you can trust someone. 

S IMON CLARKE: 

When I met Andrew, I 
was working in the 
City: my father had set 
up an optical business, and 
myself and my brothers were 
to be drawn into it Butin 1989, 
the business was bought by 
Boots. I was working as an au- 
ditor and knew it wasn’t really 

*My grandmother 
taught me that 
you should 
always buy the 
most expensive, 
because it’s 
generally going 
to be the best' 

what I wanted, though it was 
nice to see how other compa- 
nies worked. 

Andrew is a brilliant front 
man, but I think it was getting 
a bit lonely. Some of the back- 
room books and processes 
were bang neglected. That’s 
my streoglh, and I decided to go 
straight into it I thought it was 
an opportunity I couldn't miss. 
I knew Andrew pretty well - my 
sister and I shared a bouse - 
and after that first ski season, 
we got talking. It was an excit- 
ing business to be in, and An- 
drew was very enthusiastic, 
.very inquisitive, and doesn’t 
• ™nd asking anyone a question, 
even if it’s an incredibly stupid 
question. He's always getting 
knowledge .from people and 
finding out how things work, 
then he stores that information 
sway* Years ago, when he was 
up in Scotland with friends, 
they- nicknamed him “Harry 
Keen". Lots of people know 
him as Harry now. He’s always 
been the buzzy one. 

One of the first things I did 
on arrival was to say that the 
company cars had to go. Until 

you actually look from aferata 
business, you cant see these lit- 
tle things. Andrew is half Scot- 
tish and I hate paying bills, so 
we try and get value for money. 

The great thing we had, in a 
small company was to be able 
to sit down and make a decision 
and implement it I loved that in- 


formality and flexibility There 
were no memos, and we could 
react very quickly. When we se{| 
up, there* weren't many regula" 
tory barriers, and a lot of people 
were setting up so they could go 
skiing and perhaps make a few 
bob. Andrew* already had a long- 
term view. He was the first to 
sacrifice his holidays to get the 
company going He loves skiing 
more than anything but that 
wasn’t his intention in setting up. 
He had the vision, and we both 
bad the same idea of what we 
could achieve. He has the ener- 
gy, and I follow in his footsteps 
and bade him up with a bit of 
reality 

We could have blossomed 
very quickly: but we both agee 
that it is still a niche market, 
and we have controlled it. We 
know most of the people who 
ski with us. . 

Andrew would take on a lip. 
more and some of those things 
might well have been very suc- 
cessful, but I am always a little 
bit of a stick in the mud. You 
might have one good year, but 
if a downturn comes, you need 
spare capacity I have instilled 
in Andrew that every single bed 
is not just a guest - it’s money. 
We have paid for every apart- 
ment, so we must get some 
money for that bed, even if it 
means discounting. Andrew 
was very much the gentleman 
travel agent, and wouldn’t dis- 
count because it meant some- 
body in a chalet might have paid 
more. That’s a smashing prin- 
ciple, but economically it's just 
not viable. Now, he's under- 
stood that point and will do 
everything in his power to# 
make sure every bed is sold. 7f 

One of Andrew's strengths is 
that he listens to people. Wb 
have a very fluid office: we go 
out for drinks together andAn- 
drew* and I wQl empty bins and 
clean the kitchen, so I think our 
staff respect us for that We 
don't have an us- them rela- 
tionship. In the last year; we’ve 
started to take on (fifierent 
roles. We have come to the 
point where we have to be 
much more leader-managers. 
There are thin gs that happen 
now that we don't know about, 
and we’re having to rpove up 

the ladder somewhat. • 

I am still cautious: *we can 
work very hard and get every- 
thing super; but if th&e&too 
snow, it's disappointing for us 
and for the guests. I MteTxavb 
mg that element out" of. 
control. Being an 
Tm neat and ticty 
tic, and I like things 
ished off in numb 
projects. 

Andrew has been 
bqy and build chalets 
years, but I have 
We are not builde; 
strength is r unning 
and I don’t think we 

pulled away from 

keen to concentrate on 

do best He says it 

lot of value into the business, but 
1 am risk-averse. We have got 
a nice lifestyle and we are sell- 
tog good holidays, My 

tion to not to grow n 

drastically and sit an a £2Qm 
company, Andrew might be a 
tittle bit more motivated by get- 
ting a conglomerate going. 

Interviews By 
Rachelle Thackray 
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Hell is other people 

This estate in Bradford is on the up and up, says the local council. The police are ‘cock-a-hoop’. 
Better still, on April Fools’ Day, Jack Straw’s new measures will be introduced to outlaw difficult 
neighbours. Try telling that to the residents with smashed windows and burning trees in the garden 


I had never been to the Ravensdiffe 
estate in north Bradford and so I didn’t 
realtyknowwbat to expect 1 knew that 
it used to be twinned with a place 
called Notorious, but was told that that 
was no longer the case. Jack Straw came 
here a year or so ago and promised 
everyone that things were going to get 
better. Much better Just as in the song. 
faring war on neighbours from hefl. No 
ie c rime, titter; spitting and antisocial 
“suHvortobe tolerated. If the police dhhft arrest 
someW then he just might 

hi *rt; foe Revolution was on the way, and it 
would W) here. -Well, this week sees a key date 
. in saidWoiution, though it is a trifle unfortunate 
that it uiso April Ebola* Day. This is when Anh- 
Sorial ^viour Orciers, also known as Asbos, are 
tobebrofyfa These are aimed at outlawing nrigb- 
bours frtfceU or; as the Home Secretary has put 
. it, town t%rists. The idea is that foe council or 
poBce wiflwy fyp the orders against anyone aged 
l K over\ 0 is engaged in routine intimidation 
otTiarasaijt. Professional witnesses can be 
used to prdwe victims' anonymity. 

The orderfi^e an injunction, butifyouare found 
to be in bre^rfit you can be seat to jail for up to 
five years. CiWrtarians are suspicious, but then 
they may zuwe^ext to a burying horror whose 
idea offtm iSmwing hunps of concrete about 
People m Ravage do. Or so I had read 
I wanted taW to some but thought it 

fejrtoCallffllC Wnnr c anrt rvtmTmrmty ^roipRfiTT± 

They were on good news. “I hope you are 

not going to behove/* said one after the other. 
“Things are mh better Things have turned 
round!" Did I kwfoout foe Tenancy Enforcement 
Deans? Did 1 reafoere was a new lettings pol- 
k^AlthemonfoWmi^^ 
house estate theWanan was so upbeat that a 
song and dance rotg seemed sure to Mow: Crime 
lbs down, down, U he said. There used to be 
wo burglaries a Qand now- there were five a 


they may no 
idea of ftmi 

People in Rs 
I wanted i 
fair to ca& an 


month. Tm sorry; but I am cock-arhoop,” he 
crowed. “B is time feat we started talking up Raven- 
sctiffe, not talking it down.' •' 

I left, and couldn’t he^p but notice that there was 
a man whose entire job was to watch our cars while 
we were at foe meeting, the main avenue is wide 
and lined with two- and, three-bedroom senri- 
. detached houses. Theywere built in foe Twenties 
of gctodmaterials. Most look to decent repaic They 
have largish gardens. I sawa "for sate? sign. There’s 
a chippie and a corner shop. It didn’t look too bad. 
I turned off, on my way to meet the first family. 

Here the rubbish is everywhere, and shocking. 
It fills gardens and spills on to pavements. In some 
gardens you cannot see green for the layers of bid 
clothes, food wrappers, boxes, papers, nappies. 
Ripped bin-bags and bits of rubbish hang from trees 
as if taking part in some sort of grotesque urban 
spring. Along-time resident would later tell me fiiat 
foe technical term for all of this was “slut tip”. “It’s 
an old Jgngifefo expression,” she said, and laughed 
as I wrote it down. 

Many of the houses are empty, with boards for 
windows. Thee is graffiti, and a general decay that 
mates those houses where people have attempted 
a flower bed or two look all the more pathetic. Sud- 
denly the air is foil of smote and I see that one of 
foe front gardens is ablaze. It is dusk and seine bpys 
are running around. They tefl me they are bunting 
rubbish but I can see that one is holding a bow saw 
and another is trying to hide a freshly cut pme 
sapling behind his bat*. I drive by several times in 
the next fewhours. Sometimes the flames leap into 
the night , sometimes they shrink to campfire size, 
lam told this is normal behaviour 

It takes a long time to find the street and, as I 
park, I am aware that this could be foe last time I 
see my car Normally I never think of such things, 
hut .this is harcflynormaL Perhaps it is the smell of 
smokemixed with rubbish, or the children flitting 
round as if they were extras in Lord of the Flies. 
Perhaps it is foe eeriness of a half-empty neigh - 

bourhood. It occurs to me that we have all come to 


see Neighbours JhJmHdl as something that is abit 
entertaining: Certainly on television they all seem 
kx±Bdintefiaous battles involving hedges or fences 
or some bit of concrete. But tMsis no Bernard Ing- 
ham escapade. This place feels threatening and 
alien. Here someone else is in charge. 

Marcia and Mite have one of those front rooms 
in which everything matches. The carpet is plush, 
the sofas are squidgy. The ornaments are arranged 
just so. The femfly photographs are in silver frames 
and efisplayed at careful angles. The room is a pic- 
ture of order The people in it are not Marcia and 
Mike and their children are at the end of their own 
particular spiral of despair They have been burgled 
ll times aid are now too afraid to leave the house 
for a holiday. They live amid constant intimidation 

BY ANN TRENEMAN 

though they wili not tell me specifics, because foey 
are scared afbemg identified. I am not using their 
reafnan^tatfo^arestiflafraidWhenlaskfoeir 
daugbterwfaat she thinks, she starts to cry and says 
she hates it; no one will come to her house to play 

They explain that they are normal, respectable, 
wortagpeople and foatfoeyfed trapped inastreet 
where most people are not “Wfe’re honest- We work 
an honest living don’t we? We pay our wax” says 
Marcia. They have lived here for at least a decade 
and fofebigpnfolemistfiiitthfyhn ugbf th«i*PO ’w» 1 ^ 
housa They are now desperate to sen, but who would 
buy here? Anywhere else, their house would be 
worth £40,000. 

They see themselves as having two options. One 
would be to walk away. They (fid try to give the keys 
back to the buikfing society after foe worst burglary. 
Bm voluntary repossession would mean they could 
not get another mortgage. The second option 
would be to sell to a property managEment company: 
They (fid approach one; it offered them £15,000. 

Ibr now, they are stumbling on. I mention Anti- 
Social Behaviour Orders and they look at me 
strangely. How could Orders be brought against a 


whole streetful of people? Ami what about reprisals? 
“Even if they moved them off, they would know 
where to find us," they say No one has talked to them 
about using the Orders. I say that they could have 
professional witnesses. They say that it would be 
obvious who had complained. They are too afraid 
and too exhausted Marcia says she has been on anti- 
depressant tablets for six months and has no 
plans to come off them. Both see the only answer 
as the council buying their house so that they can 
go away and start a new life. 

Iam surprised foat my car is still there. Next stop 
is the home of Cathy and Dave. They too, are foe 
odd ones out on their street They have had a brick 
through foe window; air pellets, half a dozen bur- 
glaries, and sleepless nights. There are always kids 
running around, even at 2am. Lumps of concrete 
appear in foe drive. Their home is immaculate but 
it is also a fortress. Their dog is wearing a muzzle. 
“It's intimidation more than anything. When we 
leave, we know we’ve been seen,” she satys. They 
stagger their schedule. They believe foey are always 
being observed and ro sometimes, just to keep these 
people guessing, Cathy orDave will drive while the 
other hides in the bar* seat 

They have nothingbut praise for their MB Terry 
Rooney the police and the Tenancy Enforcement 
Itearn, though they say that none of these has given 
them any results. They say that the poBce are much 
like me: they sit in the family’s front room, com- 
miserating but unable to relax becausefoey are wor- 
ried about their cars. 

Cafoy: It’s a nightmare here. 

Dave: I can’t invite anybody to this house. The 
only people who will comeare good friemfe and brave 
friends. You can't invite people here It’s awful. We 
are trapped. 

Catfy: We are not ashamed of our house. We 
worked to pay fin- tins and te^i it decent 

Dave: Our problem is getting anyone into the 
street.. 

Cathy ...without a tail* being thrown. 

As hone-owners, foey are trapped; but they also 


seem feisty. “They bloody aren’t going to get me 
down, that’s why" says Cathy 1 mention Anti-SocL:' 
Behaviour Orders and she says that she was fold 
sbe would have to sign an affidavit and stand up };: 
court I said that that wasn’t the case (though the 
Home Office, when I rang them, could not tell mo 
exactly what was foe case). Cathy says that who- 
ever happened, other intimidating types would jusr 
take the place ofthe current offenders. Plus, even- 
one would know who had complained. Cathy mid 
Dave want foe council to buy them out They sw.v 
that Anti-Social Behaviour Orders nay look gco d 
on papa; but this is reality. 

The next day I meet a group of women who run 
the advice centre and put on a weekly lunch for 
people on the estate who otherwise would never 
get out They believe that the Orders are the wnrl: 
of Big Brother Anyway, they don’t see why people 
should let others bully them or push them about. 
“If you seem frightened, that’s when they take 
advantage,” says Pat Quirk, who has lived her;- 
since 1963. The conversation swirls around vari- 
ous subjects: foe police attitude to paedophiles, the 
fact that someone on the estate has a horee in their 
garden, the lack of bin-liners. The local housing o&j- 
eer; Jim Steward, notes that what looks simple in 
We s t mins ter; in the real situation becomes linked 
to all these subjects and more. 

I fear the Revolution is on shaky ground hero, 
but at last I meet a man named Jim who lives on a 
dHEer^ street with a difFerentattibxde. He is hope- 
ful, and thinks the Orders could really work. Mo^L 
of foe people on this street are good neighbours, 
he says, but there are one or two who aren’t One 
man in particular has a foul temper and occasioi:- 
d|y explodes in a winitov^smashing frenzy. The ne?:i 
time that happens, he just might find himwlf tliv 
subject of an Order: 

Suddenly; in this house with no fear- 1 can see hov; 
the Orders could work. But that is When the ban 
neighbour is foe odd one Out How can they possibly 
be used to reclaim streets where neighbours from 
hell are in foe vast majorify? 
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Kosovo: heading for 
a new catastrophe 


Sin Many political figures, 
including Tony Blair, have gone to 
great lengths to stress to ordinary 
Yugoslav people that this war is 
not aimed at them but at Milosevic 
and his regime. 

In 1995 after the UN withdrew 
from its protectorate role in 
southern Croatia, the world stood 
by as Croatia ethnically cleansed 
the Serbs from the Krajina region. 
Since 1991 Yugoslavia has been 
suffering under sanctions. The 
economic environment, partly a 
legacy of the old Communist 
system . made worse by the 
assimilation of refugees, destroyed 
by sanctions and heavily assisted 
by poor government, has created 
an environment where the black 
market organised crime and 
paramilitary organisations thrive. 

This atmosphere is not likely to 
spawn healthy democratic debate 
and a strong liberal opposition. 
This dreadful downward spiral is 
being made even worse by the 
bombardment Despite this there 
remain a huge number of 
Yugoslavs who do not support the 
current regime. This was evident 
by the mass demonstrations in all 
the major Yugoslav cities eighteen 
months ago 

Even the most broad-minded 
pro-Western Yugoslavs must be 
having their patience tested. They 
are bewildered by suggestions that 
by bombing them a humanitarian 
catastrophe will be avoided. They 
believe they are living a 
humanitarian catastrophe already, 
which is about to get seriously 
worse, and that two wrongs don’t 
make a right. Ffor them this war is 
no longer about defeating 
Milosevic; it is now about 
defending their homeland from a 
foreign invasion. 

FRANCIS MAGUIRE 
UmdonSWi9 


Sin The fears expressed by the 
Chairman of the Macedonian 
Citizens in the UK {Letter, 29 
March' are real indeed. The KLA 
haw as their aim the union of all 
Albanians of Serbia/Montenegro, 
Macedonia and Albania itself into a 
single state. 

Tito allowed nearly half a 
million people to flee Albania and 
settle in Kosovo in the upheavals of 
1948 when Yugoslavia broke with 
Stalin. This altered the 
demographic profile of the region 
dramatically. Corrupt Albanian 
officials abused the extensive 
autonomy granted in 1974 to cany 
out a campaign of intimidation to 
'‘encourage" the dwindling 
Serbian inhabitants to move north. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Sir Have you gone quite bonkers? 
CNato cannot delay sending in 
troops to protect Kosovo*', 30 
March.) How many months mil it 
take to plan the occupation? 
Kosovo is landlocked. How do you 
get there? If you fight your way 
across Kosovo to establish your 
protectorate, who and what mil be 
left? 

How many casualties mil you 
then accept from Tito’s heirs, 
whose terrorist murders of our 
troops will make the IRA look like 
lily-livered jelly-babies? How will 
you handle Russian and other 
“volunteers" who come to help 
them? 

In any case, your excellent 
reporting from Kosovo shows that 

the atrocities are now led by Serb 
irregulars in ad hoc uniforms. 
Refugees talk of being driven out 
by knives, not tanks. Arkan is in 
Belgrade because the entire Seri) 
population is determined to attack 
any Albanian they can find. They 
will delight in butchering our 
troops maintaining a protectorate. 
Nato has created a situation in 
which air power is useless. 

Milosevic could not call off the 
Serb gangs even if he wanted to 
while Nato air attacks continue. He 
might or might not be able to do so 
if the attacks stop now. Nato has 
put him in a position of supreme 
authority. 

Please engage your brain and 
think a little. 

DEREK J COLE. 

Jesus College 
Cambridge 


Post letters to Letters 
fax to 0171 293 


to the Editor, The Independent, I Can^ Square, London E14 5DL and include a daytime ? ne < ’ 
3 2056 or e-mail to letters@independent.co.uk. E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal adores 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity 



Ballet School No 3: The girls at the Davies Ballet School in Cardiff wrestle with the more difficult steps 


Ann Doherty 


But it’s probably “unpatriotic” 
to point out any inconvenient 
historical details at such a moment 
of “national glory”. 

BRIAN POCOCK 
London W6 


Nato action is legal 


Sin Andreas Whittam Smith 
(Comment, 29 March) and Ken 
Coates Getter 29 March) are 
incorrect to say Nato’s action 
against Yugoslavia is contrary to 
international law and the United 
Nations Charter: 

Article 2(4) of the Charter is not 
a blanket prohibition on the use of 
force; rather it limits force to be 
used for purposes consistent with 
tile UN Charter but does ban force 
with the purpose of undermining 
the territorial integrity and 
political independence of any state. 

The purpose of the current use 
of force is not to undermine 
Yugoslavia, but rather to ensure 
that its government adheres to 
international law and halts the 
genocide against the Kosovars. 
Customary international law in the 
area of the use of force was 
confirmed by the International 
Court of Justice as recently as 1986 
(see the Nicaragua Case, merits 
stage, paragraph 176) and this 
does include the category of 
humanitarian intervention. 
International crimes such as 
genocide are not a matter of 
internal affairs and require 
international enforcement 

Had force been used to uphold 
international law in Bosnia at 
earlier stage, the events in Kosovo 
might never have taken place. 
JOHN STRAWSON 
Senior Lecturer in Law 
University qf East London 
Dagenham, Essex 


ourselves of a moral duty to protect 
victims wbo are helpless. It is 
morally incumbent upon those who 
have the power to stop an injustice, 
to exercise that power In the same 
way that I would expect a bystander 
to intervene when a woman was 
being mugged on the Tube, I expect 
Nato to intervene. This principle 
transcends national boundaries; 
values like justice are universal; 
national boundaries change. 

Those that believe that the air 
strikes have exacerbated the 
policy of ethnic.cleansing are 
absolutely right. But the Serbs 
always intended to ethnically 
cleanse Kosovo, which they regard 
as the heart of their country. If 
Nato hadn’t intervened then we 
would have had periodic 
massacres and forced expulsions, 
with Milosevic using all the 
diplomatic initiatives that would 
have followed to play for time. 

The air strikes have sent a dear 
message to Serbia that we won't 
acquiesce in atrodties. It is to 
Nato’s eternal credit that we have 
refused to let an evil unparalleled 
since the Nazis prevail. 
MOHMEDHAJI 
London E8 


missile had destroyed a 
tdecommunications centre 200 
yards from their flat (Would 
the designers stake their lives on 
their accuracy?) 

Now we wait for the next cafi, the 
hours filled with triumphant news 
reports of yet another successful 
mission or “unconfirmed” stories of 
atrocities to stir the nation's 
passions and reassure those who 
dare doubt. And still we wait. A 
plane is reported missing. If it is 
RAF will the nation’s anger be 
vented on British Serbs, whipped . 
up by a media intent an justifying .. 
this crusade? 

In a war in which not a single 
shot will be heard in this country 
and possibly not a single British 
casualty would it be too much ask 
to tone down the jingoism? 

NAME AND ADDRESS 
SUPPLIED 


having dearly defined 
topographical boundaries, ora 

ra mmnn lang ua g e nr reli gi on, ora 

common history. Happy are those 
such as in these islands where 
these four factors largely coincide. 
Unfortunately in mud) of Europe 
this is not so. 

Toqy Blair should seize the 
initiative to establish a new 
Congress ofVienna at which 
representatives of all European 
countries including Russia could 
review national boundaries. 
BRIAN PARKYN 
Southam, "Warwickshire 


Punish war crimes 


Redraw Balkan map 


UK Serbs in fear 


Sir Although, there is broad 
support in this country for the air 
strikes, increasingly people are 
beginning to question the legality of 
action against a sovereign state and 
the consequence of military action 
upon the population in Kosova 
However; to say that we 
shouldn't intervene is to absolve 


Sr Whatever view your readers 
have formed on the rights and 
wrongs of the Nato action against 
Yugoslavia, may I bring to their 
attention the anguish in which 
thousands of people in this country 
live whilst the bombs are falling? 

* Approximately 40,000 people of 
Serbian origin live in this country, 
many of whom are married to 
“ordinary” British dtizens such as 
myself: Since the Nato operation 
started I have had less than twelve 
hours’ sleep. My wife's immediate 
family lives in Belgrade, others in 
Uzice and NTs, names which 
feature in reports on the bombing 
raids. 

Hours are spent trying to 
telephone but the connections to 
Yugoslavia are almost non-existent. 
After two days my sister-in-law 
managed to reach us to say that 
they are safe but that a cruise 


Sin Instead of establishing a Nato 
protectorate, the West should try 
to build on the idea of partitioning 
Kosovo, which has been floating in 
Serbian nationalist circles for over 
a decade. 

The map could be drawn to 
balance advantages. For example, 
the Albanians would get most of 
the territory; the Serbs would get 
land containing some of medieval 
monasteries, while the others 
would be put under the UN 
protection. The working 
assumption should be that the 
Serbian part of Kosovo would 
become an integral part of Serbia, 
while the Albanian part would join 
Albania. The establishment of a 
Nato protectorate over Kosovo 
would only freeze, not resolve, the 
conflict Only partition achieved by 
agreement could end the conflict 
in Kosovo. 

RANDHIR SINGH BAINS 
Cants HiU, Essex 


Sin It is clearly right to put 
President Milosevic under notice 
that his behaviour to the Albanian 
Kosovans makes him liable to trial 
for war crimes. But the people of 
Serbia who keep him in power 
must bear some responsibility: 

I suggest that the international 
community should act as the 
Commonwealth did with South 
Africa under apartheid and hit 
them where it realty hurts by 
refusing to play with them - in this 
case football and tennis, not 
cricket and rugby. 

Dame ALES MEYNELL 
Sudbury, Suffolk 


service 30 years ago on 1 ApriL It 
was on time and within its £50m 
development budget 

By most standards, a service 
life of more than 30 years is fairly 
exceptional for front-line aircraft 
All the more credit to John Fbzard 
for the airframe design and to 
Stanley Hooker for its engine, to 
■ mention just two of many. 

Repeated improvements in the 
airframe, engine and electronics 
fits have produced the aircraft 
which helped to win the FalMands 
war and which has taken part in 
more recent conflicts m its own 
unique way. Long may it continue. 
Air Marshal Sir REGINALD E W 
HARLAND 
Bury St Edmunds, 

Suffolk 


Insult from Blair 


Sir.M Edwards Getter; 29 March) 
rightly questions whether the 
concept of the sovereign or nation 
state has bad its day. 

What constitutes a feeling of 
nationhood is complex. It maybe 


Sir The Foreign Secretary, Robin 
Cook; has pledged that all war 
criminals in Kosovo will be hunted 
down, arrested and brought before 
the International War Crimes 
Tribunal (report, 30 March). Whilst 
I finH this very commendable and 
appropriate, I cannot but feel a 
sense of d%(t vu. I am of course 
referring to tire promise that the 
Bosnian butchers Radovan 
Karadzic and Ratko Mladic were 
also going to be hunted down and 
brought to justice. Let’s hope Mr 
Cook is more successful this time. 
MEHMET CENKTAS 
London N21 


Sin If only 1 per cent of the horror 
the Serbs are being reported as 
visiting on the Albanians is true it 
is outrageous. But what is also 
horrifying and outrageous is that 
the Serb response to the bombing 
was completely foreseeable. Do 
our leaders now expect us to 
believe that they are going to fly 
around picking off Serb tanks and 
platoons, and halting the atrodties 
that way. 

Tony Blair's insistence 
(Parliamentary report, 30 March) 
that there is no causation between 
the bombing and the increase in 
Serb atrodties is an insult to the 
intelligence of all British men and 
women. 

STEVE JACKSON 
LondonW9 


Tankbuster peril 


RAF veteran 


Sin Hearing of the Harriers 
savaging the Serbs reminds me 
that the aircraft first entered 


A classic laureate 

Sir. I understand that the choice of 
Poet Laureate will be made in 
.April. It has been claimed that 
Derek Walcott is “In an older 
classical tradition, feared to be out 
of touch with fashionable poetic 
concerns". This rings an alarm bell 
for the future of our language. 

The essence of fashion is that it 
is here today and gone tomorrow. 
Does this apply to the work of 
laureates Hughes. Befyemao, 
Tfennvson? Is it *'nut of touch with 
poetic concerns" and therefore the 
public, to write of a new identity in 

the post-colonial world for those 

uprooted from their history, their 

language? s 

perhaps it is unfashionable, in 
our present educational climate, to 
have imbued oneself, as Walcott 
has, with the “older classical 
tradition” from Homer through 
Shakespeare. Milton, Wordsworth. 

There is surely no poet other 
than Walcott ofsuch deserved 
international stature or who 
speaks with such relevance for 
Britain and the Commonwealth. It 
has been suggested that the 
literary academic world cannot 
accept that the best poet writing in 

the English language today is 

black. What a wasted opportunity if . 
this unique concurrence should be ^ 
lost 

JILL DANIEL 
Bodmin, Cornwall 
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The Timor alert 

Sir It was Australian government 
inaction over the murder of 
Margaret Wilson's cousin Malcolm 
Rennie (letter, 29 March), and the 
four newsmen murdered with him, 
that was understood by Indonesian 
generals as Western approval for 
genocide as a “solution" to the 
“problem" of East Timor. 

Indonesia's top generals 
informed the Australian 
government on 13 October 1975 
that some 3 .200 Indonesian troops 
would invade East Timor from 
West Timor on 16 October. Some 
800 of those troops would go in via 
Balibo. the Australian government 
was told. It was at Balibo, on 16 
October, that Malcolm and the 
others were killed. 

The Australian government’s 
latest report on these deaths was 
published in February 1999. As Ms 
Wilson's letter says, that report is 
both “limited in scope and flawed in 
execution”. Equally serious, that 
report ignores the fact that the 
Australian government was 
warned of the attack. 

British failure to act, now, over 
these deaths risks further genocide 
in East Timor from its illegal 
occupiers. 

HUGHDOWSON 

United Nations Association 

WestemRegion 

Bath 
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Time for reform 
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Sir Can we have assurances from 
the Government that the US A-10 
Thunderbolts will not be using 
depleted uranium tipped shells to 
attack Serbian forces in Kosovo? 
Or are we to have a repeat of the 
humanitarian catastrophe that has 
befallen the irradiated population 
of southern Iraq? 

DAVID EDWARDS 
Bournemouth, 

Dorset 


Sir I cannot be the only person 
wbo felt disorientated on Sunday 
morning after losing an hour's 
sleep, but who was grateful for the 
prospect of lighter evenings. 
Nevertheless, I feel that 
permanent British Summer Time 
would not be appropriate because 
of excessively long dark mornings 
in Scotland, and the loss of 
October's extra hour in bed would 
be hard to bear. 

May I therefore suggest that the 
country adopts Greenwich Mean 
Time in the mornings, and BST in 
the afternoons? The clocks could 
go forward after lunch and back 
around 2am. This would reduce the 
working week (currently far too 
long for most people) and give ^ 

everyone an extra hour in bed W 
every night Evenings would be 1 

lighter; and mornings not too dark 
in winter Why has nobody thought 
of this before? 

JOHN PARKER 
London N3 
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Free press 


Sin The article describing the 
shenanigans at the press awards 
evening shocked me profoundly 
(Media, 30 March). How can I ge / 
tickets for next year's event? 
RICHARD COLTART 
London SW18 


God’s recipe for squid, and other red her ring s 


1 AM constantly being deluged with 
letters from readers who are in- 
trigued by the changes in meaning 
of the English language, and want 
to be kept up to date with new 
words and new definitions. Rather 
than make a fool of myself or con- 
fess ignorance,-! prefer to enlist an 
expert and that is why I have 
waited until Dr Wbrdsmith dropped 
in on his way to the pub. Or on his 
way back from the pub. Or en 
route from one pub to another. It’s 
hard to tell, sometimes. Anyway, 
here he is again, and so it’s an 
yours. Dr WordsmithI 


joined together by a little link 
which we have to snip or untie in 
order to part the socks. As fares I 
know, that link has no name. There 
may well be a technical term used 
by hosiers, but it has not percolated 
down to common pariance. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: I seem to 
have missed the question. Is it 
something to do with soda? 


place, though in fact they mostly 
seem to be imbued with static el- 
ectricity and stick to your clothing. . . 
Dr Wordsmith writes: I’m sorry. 
What seem to be imbued until 
static electricity? 


No. I haven't come to it yet 
Dr Wordsmith writes; WdL let me 
know when you have. 


Dear Dr Wordsmith, I sometimes 
think how odd it is that there are 
everyday things which we never 
talk about because they have no 
name. For instance, when we buy 
a pair of men's socks, they are often 


My question is realty about sticky 
plasters. When you are putting on 
a plaster; you first have to pull off 
two flaps to reveal the stipends. 
These two flaps are then discarded 
and they flutter to the floor while 
you get on with the serious business 
of putting the plaster on the right 


These things. These flaps that 
come off plasters. These plaster 
wings, or whatever they're called. 
That’s exactly my point! They seem 
to have no name, that’s why there 
are so many of them littered 
around bathroom floors! Nobody 
can say, Pick up those. .. things, be- 
cause nobody knows what they 
are called. 

Dr Wfordsmitii writes: I get your 
point And what is your question? 



MILES 

KINGTON 

' Leith's Fish Bible could 
only have been titled 
by someone who took 
religion not very seriously 


Do they in fact have a name? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: I have no 
idea. And die next! 


Dear Dr Wbrdsmith, I am intrigued 
by the role of religion in daily life. 
We' are often told that religion 


means very little to most people 
these days, yet the phraseology of 
religion survives. 

We talk about giving someone a 
sermon, or preaching to someone 
- often to the converted! Vfe say that 
our prayers have been answered, 
even when we haven’t been pray- 
ing. We talk about things being the 
bible of something, even if we've 
never read the Bible. Ebr instance. 
Caroline Waldegrave andCJ Jack- 
son once wrote a book called 
Leith’s Fish Bible, a very good 
book, but one which could only have 
been titled someone wbo took re- 
ligion not very seriously I mean, did 
they imply that God appeared unto 
Mrs Waldegrave and spake unto 
her privity telling her the best way 
to prepare squid? 

Dr Wordsmith writes, : Is that your 
question? 


No, I haven't come to it yet What 
puzzles me is that when people use 
the word “foible" they always refer 
to something which is as accurate 
and compendious as you can get 
Wisden might be the cricketer’s 
bible, for instance. But this is the 
exact opposite of what the real 
Bible is about There is nothing au- 
thoritative about the Bible. The real 
Bible is a bundle of myths, and half, 
forgotten history, and scrambled 
facte and fiction. The Old Testa- 
ment is garbled history and the 
New Testament is a series of con- 
flicting stories about Jesus. The 
phrase “the gospel truth" is an oxy- 
moron. Ybu can have the truth or 
the Gospel, but not both. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Have we 
come to a question yet? 


Dr Wordsmith writes: Thtf you. 
I hope you feel better. And inexd 


Dear Dr Wordsmith, Th<xpres- 
sion “letting off steam” inter- 
esting, because most pete alive 
today will not have se steam 

being let off, and yet thirase is 
still current. Is thereby word 
1 P ea ning, “a phrase wb has out- 
lived its pictorial insption"? 

Dr Wordsmith write.* om sure 
there is. 


Do you know what it? 

Dr Wbrdsmith writ! have not 
the faintest idea. 


No. I was just letting off steam. 


As the pubs are sti)ut Dr Word- 
smith will be with ^morrow for 
a further session r*teographk»l 
wisdom. So keehese queries 
rolling in! 
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A quartet of unions 
'that do the teachers 
a great disservice 

EACH EASTER we are greeted by daffodils, Easter eggs 
and a week of teachers’ unions conferences. “The 
conferences have not always been the hast adver tisemen t 
fbr the profession,” David Blunkett, the Education 
Secretary, has drily observed. And thig year looks as if it 
will be as bad as even 

Yesterday the ^ tsoh was kicked off by the Asso ciation 
<cturers CATL). Immediately, the tone 
S&inst performance-related pay rather 
raising standards in the classroom or 
s and authority of teachers. Is it any 
e - or indeed perhaps because of - 
.ion militancy, teachers have lost the 
support of so mahy parents and continue to fell b ehind 
other professionals in pay rates? 

Unlike doctors or lawyers, teachers have never had a 
professional association. Instead, they are represented by 
four competing unions, of which the National Union of 
Teachers CNUT) is the worst Its London-based male fire- 
brands still regard the classroom as a factory for social 
engineering in ways that were nrifashinnahie even in the 
Seventies. Doug McAvqy keeps the' militan ts mostly in 
check (although even he could not stop delegates from 
jostling Mr Blunkett and his guide dog at their conference 
two years ago). But the NUT has' set its face against per- 
formance-related pay on principle. 

The National Association of School Masters Union of 
Women Teachers regards itself as the more professional 
face of teaching, representing as it does secondary school 
teachers. Nonetheless, Nigel de Gruchy’s outfit has shown 
itself willing to take on the Government over conditions 
and pay. Although a strike ballot is scheduled, Mr deGruchy 
is prepared to come to a compromise over performance- 
related pay. Fbr those teachers who find de Gruchy still 
too radical there is the ATL, as well as the Professional 
Association of Teachers which refuses to go on strike. 

But these competing voices do not improve the well- 
being of those in the classroom. There are signs that this 
is starting to be seen. The unions have welcomed the 
Government's idea fora General Teaching Council, which 
would be set up on the lines of the General Medical Coun- 
cil, maintaining best practice and policing the profession. 

Teachers, many of whom work long hours in difficult 
circumstances and for comparatively little reward, 
deserve better from their professional representatives. 
They need one professional association that can speak to 
the Government with the authority of unity and which can 
address the public with toe likelihood of getting sympathy 
for its cause. This is toe most pressing battle that should 
be fought this week. Sadly, however, it is one that is likely 
to be ignored once again. 



Don’t ignore the other 
casualty of the bombs 

THERE IS a sense of d£j& mi about toe ongoing mission 
of Yevgeny Primakov, the Russian Prime Minister, to 
Belgrade Before the Gulf war Mr Primakov visited his “old 
Mend" Saddam Hussein to broker a peace deal with Iraq. 
Then as now, it would be impossible for the Western Allies 
to accept the aggressor’s offer of a ceasefire. With Saddam 
it would have meant accepting his seizure Kuwait With 
Slobodan Milosevic, President of Yugoslavia, it would 
mean rewarding his ethnic terror in Kosovo. 

However this is no reason to denigrate Russian efforts 
to find peace. Fbr not the least casually of tbe air strikes 
is the co-operation on foreign policy and military matters 
which toe West and the Russians have developed since toe 
end of the Cold War 


A Pan-Slav campaign to defend the Serbs is unlikely . But 
the West should not ignore Russia’s sense of betrayal Rus- 
sia accepted the eastward expansion of Nato and military 
co-operation with the West on the grounds that Nato was 
a defence alliance The West is in danger of teaching a gen- 
eration of Russians to distrust international co-operation. 

The need for the West to be sympathetic to Russian’s 
sense of hurt is strengthened by its partial responsibility 
for Russia’s economic predicament The decision to guide 
Russia from a command to a market economy was correct 
But the means chosen were far too theoretical and toe pace 
was far too fast Wtestem economists neglected to wait for 
Russia to develop the legal and social infrastructure that 
prevents capitalism degenerating into gangsterism. 

In the short term, the West can afford to listen to Rus- 
sia's roars with equanimity Despite its geographic size and 
large population, Russia’s economy is gmallpr than Hol- 
land’s. It needs its IMF loans too much to fight for Serbia. 

Butin toe longer term, Russia’s sense of betrayal could 


be dangerous to the West It will increase the appeal of 
nationalist politicians, such as Vladimir Zhirinovsky, and 
those people within and dose to toe army who regret 
Russia’s loss of status. Both groups will make toe task of 
developing a liberal and democratic politics in Russia much 
more difficult 

A desire to build up the power of Russia could encour- 
age toe meddling in neighbouring states and arms trad- 
ing which the West has tried to step. Small countries with 
restive Muslim minorities - Armenia and Georgia, for 
instance - might become fearful of US intervention and 
want to tighten their borders with Russian weapons. 

The outrage of toe Russian people will die down once 
the Kosovo campaign is oven The man in the Moscow 
underground has only toe vaguest idea about Mr Milos- 
evic and the issues at toe heart of the conflict None the 
less, toe West will have to struggle to reintegrate Russia 
in international institutions. The IMF could begin that 
process today by providing Russia with a generous loan. 


Can Mr Blair really make war 
and peace at the same time? 


Q UOTE OF THE DAY 

“Jews cannot celebrate Passover without 
protesting this genocide." 

Rabbi Michael Melchior, orthodox Jewish leader, 
speaking to the Yugoslav ambassador to Israel 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 


THE ART of good government is the 
ability to do several things at once 
without the confusions and contra- 
dictions becoming too blatant or the 
seams of smart credibility tearing to 
expose the uncertainties of power. As 
the Good Friday anniversary ap- 
proaches, Tony Blair confronts two 
crises that threaten to haunt the rest 
of his premiership. 

Like Queen Mary who had Calais 
ifengraved on her heart, Mr Blair will 
have Belfast and Belgrade stamped 
on his. He must continue to hold 
public support for the peace in North- 
ern Ireland when toe auguries are 
grim. At the same time, he must stiff- 
en support for bombing Serbia when 
the gains are looking unsure and 
public nerves are starting to jangle. 
Mongermg peace and war at the 
same time is a draining combination. 

The Northern Ireland peace 
process was always going to be an ex- 
ercise in long-distance running. As the 
anniversary approaches, it is looking 
like a marathon with random hurdles 
and ditches inserted to test the spirit 
of the wears' participants. At such 
times the Prime Minister’s job is a 
lonely one. and especially so for Mr 
Blair. Northern Ireland and foreign 
policy have not, in the past few years, 
been the focus of Labour interest 
- Grown unused to office, the party 
jffas content to wrap itself in the gen- 
eral pieties of pro -republicanism and 
some highly selective Hkes and dislikes 
about ahmad; Pinochet bad, Mandel a 
good, Northern Ireland civil rights 
activists good, Unionists bad. 

Anyone who thought much fur- 
ther than that was deemed danger- 


ously complex and not quite on mes- 
sage. The remnants of this intellectual 
laziness persist on the far left of the 
party today, where Michael Fbot is an 
unbalanced apologist for Croatia, 
while Ibny Benn considers the war 
against Serbia to be a US imperialist 
plot against a proud Slav nation. 

Few of Mr Blair’s cabinet col- 
leagues have the experience or in- 
terest in Nato matters or Northern 
Ireland to be much use to him right 
now. Robin Cook has his hands full 
with a media war fighting an extra- 
ordinary degree of anti-Nato bias in 
the BBC’s reporting. 

George Rbbertson is a dab band at 
being pro-Nato, but he is overplaying 
it badly with references to Serb “geno- 
cide". Genocide is the attempted 
killing of an entire race. If Mr 
Robertson cannot convince us of the 
need for air strikes without inflating 
the Serbs’ record of repression in 
Kosovo into a second Holocaust, we 
really are in trouble. 

On toe peace front. Mo Mowlam 
has’ fronted the peace process with 
aplomb, but suspicion has deepened 
among moderate Unionists that she 
errs too much towards letting Sinn 
Erin get away with not decommis- 
sioning arms. 

Fbr his part, Mr Straw stuck his 
nose in at exactly the wrong time by 
calling far judicial review of the release 
of four IRA prisoners who had been 
convicted in the English courts but 
■fiaHinjer to get their release stopped - 
his first tactical blunder since taking 
office. Fortunately, Mr Blair was 
provident enough to squirrel away a 
senior member of staff for just such 



ANNE 

MCELVOY 

Like Queen Mary who had 
1 Calais 1 on her heart , the 
PM will haw Belfast and 
Belgrade stamped on h is 

a testing time in the shape of 
Jonathan Powell, a former senior 
diplomat who is the lmfc to Charles 
Guthrie, the Chief erf the Defence Staff 
and who also attends to the nuts and 
bolts of toe Northern Ireland peace 
process. Quite how Mr Powell organ- 
ises his week at toe moment is beyond 
com prehensio n. 

It is tempting to say that there is a 
screaming contradiction between our 
tolerance of punishment beatings, 
our tolerance of low-intensity vio- 
lence, the selective in te rpret a tion of 
agreements in Northern Ireland- and 
our readiness to go into conflict with 
another power that behaves in simi- 
lar ways. 

Indeed, a number of voices scepti- 
cal of the peace process, of tavoive- 
ment in Kosovo, or of both, have 
started to point this out It is easy to 


summon up the outrage: what are we 
doing bombing Slobodan Milosevic’s 
militar y installations while we are 
striving to keep terrorists at toe neg- 
otiating table in Ireland? 

But it is different Obviously so, 
because Ulster is a province of the 

TTnitPfi Kingdo m and tfauS UDBV Oidabjy 

London ’ s problem, whereas we deariy 
had a choice about whether we 
intervene in the Balkans. Having 
embarked on tbe peace process - a 
measure which was popular with 
mainstream political opinion every- 
where and which brought him his first 
international laurels as leader — Mr 
Blair is anxious to maintain any 
momentum he can muster however 
ominously the Sludge erf resistance and 
resentment thickens in both the 
Republican and the Unionists camp y 

On Monday the Irish leader Bertie 
Ahem and Mr Blair flew to Northern 
Ireland in an attempt to reach an 
agreement on arms. 

The Prime Minister can hardly be 
encouraged by Gerry Adams’ words 
in an Observer interview the day be- 
fore: ‘Anyone who thinks Fm hard- 
balling, negotiating, going down to the 

wire, is foiling to understand that this 
Sinn Fein leadership cannot deliver 
decommissioning." 

Releasing the location of a few 
buried bodies, the IRAs grisly idea of 
a positive gesture towards advancing 
the process is no compensation for 
some modest, verifiable display of 
weapons forfeit Bodies are about 
the IRA’s past behaviour; decommis- 
sioning is about its fixture. 

Onp Hay tfa* pBrarnfK t?»ripg may 

cept that tbe forfeit of arms Is not to 


be equated with weakness. But that 
day is likely to be further away than 
Mr Blair believed this time last year 

The peace process consists of mul- 
tiple bridges of ambiguity over which 
the various parties have so far tip-toed 
in order to keep the whole edifice from 
CTunfolmgTheoutstancBngcmeistfaat 
Sinn Erin never signed toe Good 
Friday agreement, and thus cannot be 
bound by it As Mr Adams pointed out, 
the parties are pledged only to use 
their “good offices and influence" to 
achieve deconunissioning, and so 
cannot be censured if they do not ac- 
tually deliver it 

If, on the other hand, the Govern- 
ment presses ahead with the creation 
of an all-party executive without any 
sign of a weapons handover; the 
Unionist leader David Trim hie is in 
grave danger of suffering the same 
fete as his predecessor Brian 
Faulkna; toppled by his own party in 
1974 because it was pushed too far by 
London to accept the Sunnmgdale 
agreement on power-sharing. To 
destabilise moderate Unionism, now 
would be a grave miscalculation. 

The only ambiguity left to indulge 
is the wearisome one of extending the 
timetable for the creation of cross- 
border institutions and postpone toe 
final accord. It is not war but it is far 
from a stable peace either. ; 

Mr Blair feces two of the key 
challenges to peace in our time If he 
fails in the Balkans, he wffl be accused 
of lacking caution. If Mr Blair fails in 
Ireland, be will be blamed - by each 
side - for not having been being brave 
enoug h. Tt is pnm igh to malm ynm wish 
him luck 


BUT AT least Kevorkian had, in 

the beginning, a valid point: it 
should not be up to the state to 
decide how much pain a person 

most endure, how much hope- 
less struggle is enough, how 
-jnueh loss of function must be 
Accepted, how much depend- 
ency tolerated. Those are 

personal choices. 

Fayetteville Observer Times 

THE PRO-EUTHANASIA crowd 
should check out the Nether- 
lands where doctors have had 


the right to kill patients for dec- 
ades. The elderiy and disabled 
fear getting medical hefc be- 
cause they’re not sure if they'll 
be cured or killed. Many have 
been put to death without any 

say in the matter Is this where 
the US is headed? It is - espe- 
cially if Oregon-styie laws are 
passed in other states. Already 
an interest group, made up 
mostly of disabled persons, 
has formed to fight the trend 
It calls itsrif Not Deadm How 
sad that our meet vulnerable 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
US opinion on the conviction of 
Dr Kevorkian for second-degree murder 

citizens feel they need an complicated. This is a man 
organization with that name, who has aided in the deaths of 
Augusta Chronicle many people whom he (fid not 

know and had not previously 
THE ISSUE of Dr Kevorkian in treated and whose mental 
particular is not particularly competency to decide to (fie he 


was in no position to assess. 
Whatever one thinks of assist- 
ed suicide, (heat! is something 
demonic about a freelance 
death peddler who seems - as 
Dr Kevorkian has over the 
years -to be so energized by 
such morbid weak. 

The Washington Post 

JACK KEVORKIAN accurately 
represents the face of assisted 
deato Until this verdict, it had 
been effectively legalized in 
this state. Once legalized, the 


practice of assisting death, like 
Dr Kevorkian himself , would 
become increasingly uncon- 
trollable. The job for toe 
medical and legal systems now 
is not to seek ways to end the 
suffering of the 01 by efimin- 
ating the sufferers themselves. 
It is to make sure pain is ef- 
fectively relieved and to 
reassure patients that their 
wishes regarding end-of-life 
treatment - or non-treatment 
-will be respected. 

Detroit News 


“Love your neighbours, but don't pull down the fence." 
Chinese proverb 


Join the AA 
now and get 

free cover 

for a partner 


You don't have to be married, in a relationship, or 
related to get free breakdown cover for a partner. You 
just have to share the same home address. Normally, 
this extra cover Is an option costing up to £26. But 
join now and a year's breakdown cover for a 
partner comes completely free. And remember, 
with this offer, you and your partner will be 
covered, even when travelling in someone 
rise's can 


■ We have the world's largest patrol force, 
and fix more breakdowns at the roadside 
than any other motoring organisation. 

’ We are more likely to get you back 
on the road quicker than anyone 
else, saving you time and money. 

Certain comfitians apply, call for detafc. 


OFFER ENDS 
MARCH 31ST 1999 


To our members we’re 
not Just a breakdown 
service, we’re the 4th 
Emergency Service. 
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PLEASE QUOTE 
OFFER CODE 6003 
LINES OPEN 24 HR5 
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PANDORA 


AUSTRALIAN REPUBLICANS 
are so confident of winning 
the upcoming referendum 
and installing a president by 
2001 that they've reserved 
part of Sydney Harbour for a 
big binge on 31 December. 
2000. They're calling it Last 
Night of the Poms. 


WHODATHUNKTT? According 
to a new survey by an 
American cleaning products 
manufacturer, Brits have 
“the smelliest homes in 
Europe". 


TORY BOY William Hague is 
scheduled to visit the luckless 
Lubyanka to brief staff at 
Express Newspapers next 
month. Normally he’d travel 
mob-handed with his perky 
new spin doctor; Amanda 
Plateli. If she shows up. it 
could be another sticky 
encounter fbr Little Wilfy: 
Plateli will be facing Rosie 
Boycott - the woman who 
fired her as editor of the 
Sunday Express less than 
three months ago. 


CALL THE Daily Mail and 
get them to send a reporter 
to the Decima Gallery in 
London’s Borough, pronto - 
there’s enough material 
there to fill the paper For a 
week. The gallery’s new 
show running until 18 
April, is called Was Jesns a 
Homosexual? (Readers of a 
sensitive or overtly 
religious disposition are 
advised to move on to the 
next item now.) 

Gilbert and George have 
installed part of a l OO-year- 
old fountain they 
purchased recently, which 
featured the inscription 
“Jesus said if any man 
thirst let him come to me 
and let him dr ink” . This 
now reads “Jesus said let 
him come". Another 
exhibitor. Piers Wartfle, has 
made a crucifix with 
wooden balls attached by a 
“string that can be played 
with" and called it The 
Miracle of Holy Balls. 

Charles Sayer’s canvas of a 
naked woman, legs apart, is 
displayed alongside eight 
framed biblical texts and 
entitled Anti-Christ I awake 
thee. The piece de 
resistance is 
Andrew Putland’s 
untitled triptych 
depicting a black 
Jesus and black 
disciples engaged in 
fellatio with 
Christ. The 
show is 
tactfully set to 
open on 2 April 
- Good Friday. 


story “Is Joy Lost in Our 
City? Is Laughing a Sin?" 
Well apparently, yes. 


GOLD RECORDS? Platinum 
albums? They’re history. 
The new criterion for rock 
success is the diamond disc. 
Artists have to shift 10 
million copies of a single 
album to qualify; Neil 
Diamond doesn't, Pink 
Floyd do. One person 
unlikely to be losing sleep 
over this is the Sixties 
popster Jess Conrad, who 
uniquely managed three 
tracks on Kenny Everett’s 
aD-tiine camp classic World 
Worst Record Show album. 
Conrad is “emotionally 
distraught” that his truly 
hideous single, “My 
Pullover”, hasn’t been 
included in this Saturday’s 
Channel 4 Top Ten: Realty 
Annoying Records. “There 
has obviously been a 
serious error in the 
research.” the 
Buckinghamshire-based 
Conrad fumes. 


THE NON-SMOKER Clint 
Eastwood (.pictured) had to 
learn to chain-smoke non- 
fUtered Camels to play a 
reporter in his new film True 
Crime. But his co-star Dennis 
Leary, who bufit his 
reputation on his own well- 
documented nicotine habit, 
was forced to abjure the weed 
while portraying Clint’s non- 
smoking boss. Whatever 
happened to typecasting? 


THIS ISN'T 
funny. You’re 
not to laugh. 
But the mad 
mullahs of 
Tehran have 
just banned a 
fortnightly 
magazine, 
called 

Ardineh. for 
running a 



MICHAEL ASHCROFT, the 
Conservatives’ millionaire 
lender of last resort, is 
sending increasingly 
desperate begging letters 
to MPs. The latest concerns 
the 1000 dub, a 
questionable organisation 
where suits pay £1,000 a 
year for the privilege of 
meeting such influential 
international figures as the 
Vul can-foundling John 
Redwood and his dynamic 
doppelgtmger, Francis 
Maude. Ashcroft asked 
MPs to suggest at least one 
1000 dub candidate from 
their constituencies. 
Response was skeletal, so 
Ashcroft has named and 
shamed those who haven’t 
come through with 
contacts; from a possible 
pool of 105 respondents, 
only 23 Tory MPS 
delivered foe goods. 
Embarrassingly, the 
142 defaulters 
include two 
senior Tories 
who are 
celebrated for 
their 

impectmiosity 
and lack of 
heavy money 
connections: 
the oil trader 
Alan Duncan 
and Asda’s 
head honcho 
Archie Norman. 


Contact Pandora 
by e-mail: 
pandora® 
independent, co.uk 






Girls are just too sensible for sport 


what i have to say on the subject 
of women and sport will not, I feel 
sure, endear me to my liberated soul 
sisters, or to anyone else for that 
matter lam moved to say it only be- 
cause of the latest welter of views 
that we do not produce great ath- 
letes in this country because we 
don’t encourage girls to play com- 
petitive sport at school. 

Fiddlesticks. Schoolgirls have 
just as much opportunity to be 
sporty as schoolboys - atmy niece's 
Hertfordshire comprehensive there 
are more girls in the school football 
team than boys - it’s just that they 
do not choose to take it up seriousfy 
afterwards. Why not? Because 
they’ve got more sense, that’s why. 
More to the point, when girls leave 
school, unlike boys, they grow up. 
They realise that being able to jump 
higher; throw further and run faster 
than anyone else is fine on sports 
day but in the long run, if you see 
what I mean, doesn't in fact get you 
very far unless you’re prepared to 
sacrifice your life to it 

It’s like being a ballet dancer 
except that the end result isn’t 
anything as beau tifuL I can see the 
point of giving up junk food, alcohol 



SUE 

ARNOLD 

I was brought up to 
believe that: Tigs sweat, 
gentlemen perspire, 
and ladies gently glow' 


and cigarettes and working out 
furiousfy $ at the end of the day (far 
once this over-used expression is 
appropriate), you get to dance 
Gisefle. But is all that sacrifice 
worth it just to be able to jump eight 
hurdles faster than seven other 
people and get a pat on the bad; 
from Desmond Lynam? 

All right, I admit Tm biased. Fm 
half Burmese, and Orientals, par- 


ticularly Oriental women, are not 
noted for their athletic prowess - 
with one exception. This was my 
great-grandmother who, according 
to my mother; was a lady-in-waiting 
to Queen Supyalat, chief wife to the 
last Sing of Burma. 

My Burmese history is sketchy 
but 1 do know that the royal court 
of Ava was in Mandalay, surround- 
ed by a deep moat The night that 
the Kfag and Queen abandoned 
their palace to the British, ny great- 
grandmother apparently fled to 
safety by leaping into the moat and 
sw imming for her life to the other 
ride, carrying with her a 2-ft-taIl Le 
Be jar made of 24-carat gold (Le Pe 
is a form of ceremonial teal , which 
Subsequently became a family heir- 
loom. “So where is it now?” I asked 

my mother. She said, vaguely, that 
it must have got lost somewhere 
along the line, maybe when the 
Japanese invaded, winch is a shame 
because a 2-ft-taIl solid gold Le Pe 
jar once belonging to the last Queen 
of Burma would fetch a bob or two 
at Sotheby’s, I'll bet 

Aside from the mysterious dis- 
appearance of the jar; there are a 
number of holes in this otherwise 


romantic story. Fbr one thing, ltwas 
a bloodless coup, so there would 
have been no need for my great- 
grandmother to flee for her life. She 
could have walked out of the palace 
with her bags, hailed the nearest 
rickshaw, piled her luggage on to it 
including said jar, and trundiea 
home to her village. If she swam 
across the moat it was because she 
chose to do so. Maybe she was m 
framing for the 100 metres freestyle 
relay. Who knows? The other reason 
Fm inefined to doubt the authenticity 
of my mother’s story is that no 
Burmese woman at that time, let 

alone a royal lady-in-waiting, would 
have Im nw n how to swim. 

lb this day my mother’s family up 
in the states have a horror of 

immodesty. When I visited &em she 

gave me strict instructions never, 
ever to wear a short skirt. Prefer- 
ably I should adopt a lungyi, a 
Burznese-styie sarong. There's no 
way anyone could swim in a hangyi. 

But I digress. We were talking 
about the athletic prowess of British 
not Burmese women and their fail- 
ure to bring back Olympic gold. One 
reason could be the dearth of glam- 
orous role models. With few excep- 


tions - ice skaters, gymnasts, cer- 
tain tennis pla>t*re and the late 
lamented Florence Griffith- Joyner. 
aka Flo- Jo. with her sexy tracksuits 
and incredible fingernails - sporty 
women are deeply unattractive. 

Now and again the tabloids run^, 
features showing women shut- 
outters, women marathon runners 
Ind even. God help us women 
rugby players looking alluring in 
little black dresses, but they are 
exception not the rule. 

Besides, when they are doing 
their sport they’ are neither wearing 
little black dresses nor looking al- 
luring. They’re wearing sweaty 
vests and sweaty socks and sweat- 
bands. Call me old-fashioned, but I 
was brought up to believe in that okl 
maxim “Pigs sweat, gentlemen per- 
spire and ladies gently glow." 

If, instead of pumping them- 
selves full of steroids to give them- 
selves biceps like breeze blocks, 
women athletes could find an elixir 
that would render them sporty and 
feminine simultaneously, I might 
even buy myself a Liz McColgan 
mini-vest to wear above my limgyi T; 
and start training for next year’s ▼ 
London marathon. 
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Sorry, comrades, the Serbs 


»tonr 


Sir**#**; 


aren’t nice old Communists 



MILOSEVIC HAS used the worst evil 
possible to rise to political powee to 
divide his people, to trade on fear and 
to operate a regime of systematic 
mass rape, murder and genocide. It 
is a scandal that he has not been 
indicted for war crimes. Instead, we 
have negotiated with him while, 
year by year; his butchers have 
worked their way through one part 
of the former Yugoslavia after 
another 

Yugoslavia is a totally artificial 
state, cobbled together across an 
international dividing line that had 
existed for L500 years. The eastern 
and western Roman empires 
bisected the land between what are 
broadty the Croat and Serb areas. It 
was then divided again between 
the West and the Ottoman empire. 
Yugoslavia was created by the im- 
perial powers for their convenience 
at Versailles at the end of the First 
World War, without consultation 
with any of the component popul- 
ations. It is simpty amazing that 
Yugoslavia lasted as long as it did. 

I remember being in the House 
in 1991 when the then foreign sec- 
retary told us, in the aftermath of 
free and democratic votes by the 
peoples of Slovenia and Croatia, 
the British Government’s view that 
there should be no change in the sta- 
tus of Yugoslavia. I asked: why, 
when we enjoy our own indepen- 
dence and nationalism, were we 
denying the same freedoms to 
people who had been subordinated 
in a wider federation? 

Yugoslavia was never a demo- 
cracy; the old feudal Sob monarchy 
dominated it In the Thirties, Albert 
Einstein organised a round robin of 
protest, denouncing the use of ter- 
ror by the Serb monarchy against 
the Croat leadership. That fact 
explains why when the Germans 
marched in, so many Croats fined up 
with them. The world had ignored 



Ken 

LIVINGSTONE 

We might have avoided 
the slaughter in Bosnia, 
but few on the left were 
prepared to speak out 


the systematic brutality of the Serb 
monarch, and they seized the 
chance to escape. 

But from the moment of Tito’s 
death in 1980 it started to unraveL 
In 1981, there were protests and 
demonstrations throughout Kosovo 
as Albanians demanded stronger 
autonomy and the upgrading of 
their regional autonomy to an equi- 
valence with the other six compon- 
ent republics. The Serbian Academy 
of Sciences began to stir up nation- 
alism with a notorious report, pub- 
lished on 24 September 1988, that 
talked about historic injustices to the 
Serb people. 

With Yugoslavia starting to fall 
apart, what would any responsible 
leader do? Try to pull people 
together? Build safeguards for 
minorities? Recognise their legiti- 
mate demands? What Milosevic did 

was to go to Kosovo to whip up a finy 
of Serbian resentment that amid be 
ridden to power. 

Many cm the left view the Serbs 
as wonderful old Communists. Yet 
in the internal debates of the Yugo- 
slav Communist party in the late 


Eighties, the real old Communists 
warned, one after the other “Be- 
ware of what you are doing. Beware 
of what you are unleashing.” The 
British left failed to condemn 
Milosevic then, and also when he 
suspended the autonomy of Kosovo 
in 1989. 

1 called for the use of air strikes 
to stop Milosevic when he first salt 
troops into Slovenia in 199L IF we had 
acted then, we might not face the 
current disaster We might have 
avoided the slaughter in Bosnia. But 
few on the left were prepared to 
speak out This is not some imperi- 
alist attempt to establish control of 
the region. The reason 41 American 
senators have voted against inter- 
vening is they see no profit in it for 
America, and the fact that the West 
was silent as TUdjman organised the 
driving out of Serbs from Krajina was 
an outrage. Frankly, he should be 
under indichnent for war crimes and 
for the liquidation of Serbian areas 
in Krajina. 

However, that does not justify 
what Milosevic is now doing to the 
Albanians. When the Krajina 
refugees arrived in Belgrade they 
were not allowed off the train to seek 
comfort among their Serb 
neighbours. They were sent, against 
their wifi, to the Albanian areas of 
Kosovo to tip the balance of the 
population there. 

If we were to stop the air strikes, 
would Milosevic stop the destruction 
of the Albanian areas in Kosovo? Of 
course not He would recognise that 
action for what it was - a sign of 
weakness. He would press on, seiz- 
ing every day, week and month, to 
carry on bis “ethnic deansing”. 

I see this action not as another 
Vietnam but as a classic parallel with 
the rise of Hitler in Germany. Hitler 
rose by exploiting fear of the Jews; 
Milosevic has risen by exploiting fear 
of Muslims. We heard Hitler 
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Tony Berm’s opposition to the war shows the split on the left 


demand: ‘All Germans within one 
state." That is exactly the cry we 
bear cow from Milosevic “intervene 
in Slovenia, in Croatia, in Bosnia so 
that all Serbs come under one 
nation”. Europe cannot be so gov- 
erned. Nationalities are scattered 
and mixed across the continent 

I hope our action will deter Milo- 
sevic But we must cot let him think 
that because some voices are raised 
against the bombing, he need simply 
hold on long enough for ns to lose 
our wflL It is not a matter of whether 
we continue bombing or stop it; if the 
bombing does not persuade Milo- 
sevic to treat his own people as 
human brings, the West should be 
prepared to send ground forces. 

Preferring to avoid the problem, 
some ask why intervene in Kosovo 
when horrors happen around the 
world? I agree with Bemie Grant 
who denounced the fact that the 
West stood by for so long while 
genocide happened in Rwanda. The 
endof the Crid War has made a more 
dangerous and deadly world for 
many minorities who find them- 
selves on the wrong side of an 


international border. Where we use 
power to protect the weak, 1 will sup- 
port intervention, as I would have 
supported intervention in Rwanda. 

The left is as deeply divided on 
this issue as the Tories. I don't 
know whether this split is the same 
as that which divided the House of 
Commons on appeasing Hitler. So 
that honest Labour pacifists find 
themselves in the same lobby as 
Tories who believe it is none of our 
business what happens in a small, 
faraway country. Ranged against 
them are the bulk of Labour MPs 
and what remains of the liberal- 
minded wing of the Tory party. 

Or perhaps the division is 
between two camps: those who saw 
Co mmuni sm as the only force 
capable of resisting Hitler and Ger- 
man aggression, and see the hand 
of modern Germany raised a gainst 
an old Communist stalwart; and 
those of us who became politically 
conscious in the years between the 
invasions of Hungary and Czecho- 
slovakia and never believed that the 
old Stalinist regimes were the route 
to the future. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

ARTICULATED LADDERS 

FROM ONLY £99.95 INC P&P 






Pn'Kihl* the must 
\ c.-vaile and co,i- 
ffliiwc Ijdilcr 
\ra mil cwt bu). 

I ho ’Super Slop 
Pm' cun N.' kvlktd 
inff» 1 .1 dil fat ni 
poMiwits. nukinp 
u perfect for 
dkVtwslinp stair- 
wells. using as a 
««rl Mich. js o 
soallold fm 
minming high 
garden hedges, as a 
normal or oMental 
stop} adder - and 
much more. Il'.s 
ospocuills useful 
fnrvuniplo when 
making repairs in 
u ffldnws tv pullers 
as sou can u art ^ 

'jftjy' from ihe 

wail, unlike a normal ladder. 

Manufactured to the highest European quality and artery standards fEN 131) is 
heavy gauge aluminium, and anodised 10 prevent oikhrian. there superb 
hidden are available in two sizes. The Super-Step Pro extends to a maximum 
m [ I :ft 27i, weighs 1 1 Jit? 
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HOW TO ORDER iFbrlVDdBSKdj) 
Fill in the coupon quoting your 
ACCESS/VISA card number, or send 
with cheque or postal orders. NO 
CASH. io:- 

THE INDEPENDENT 
ARTICULATED LADDER OFFER. 
TRUEBELL HOUSE. LOMBARD 
ROAD, LONDON SWI9 3TZ 
Or call tbc CREDIT CARD ORDER 
HOTLINE ON 
0181 540 9690 

ACCESS/VISA welcome. Please quote 
rei:IND452. Allow 28 days for deliv- 
cry. Subject to availability. If you arc 
not fully satisfied return within 7 days 
fora full refund. 
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£ i 59.95). The Super-Step 
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fold small enough id be easily 
carried or will fit into a 
normal car boat. Prices 
include delivery and a ten 
vear manufacturers guarantee. 
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A revolution in police attitudes 


4 THIS SHOULD be a 
defining moment for 
society in race matters 
-but will it be? 

The Stephen Lawrence 
case has been profoundly dam- 
aging, staridy highlighting the 
problematic relationship be- 
tween tiie police and the black 
community that dates back 
(at least) to the Sixties. Unless 
the police service can change 
significantly and can rdy on 
external support to produce 
and sustain that change, the 
damage could be irreparable. 

The report of Ihe inquiry has 
now provided us with an “offi- 
cial’’ definition of institutional 
racism which does notmake all 
staffout to be racist and which, 
by pointing out the uncon- 
scious nature of much racism, 
avoids fatally undermining in- 
stitutional credibility. It 
provides a new standard of in- 
stitutional vigilance, translat- 
ing the definition Into specific 
personal responsibilities for 
staff to position themselves at 
the right of each of four spec- 
tra: Unwitting - Knowing; 
Ignorance - Awareness; 
Thoughtlessness - Thought- 
fulness; Stereotyping - Treat- 
ing people as individuals 
according to their needs. 


Anti-racism in the Metro- 
politan Police win extend be- 
yond general vigilance to focus 
not only on whether discrimin- 
ation arises (unintentionally 
or otherwise); it will probe 
fully the reasons for different 
outcomes for different ethnic 
groups; and it will be alert to 
areas in which the significance 
of race may simply be over- 
looked. This approach is at 
the heart of our Diversity Strat- 
egy which we launched last 
September under the rallying 
cry of “Protect and Respect”. 

The Diversity Strategy al- 

rearfyenearnpas$ed32oftheS8 

reco mmen dations related to 
the police in the Lawrence re- 
port; and the early results are 
encouraging Between the last 
quarter of 1997 and the same 
period in 1998: the reporting of 
racially motivated crime rose 
101 per cent; 73 per cent more 
radally motivated crimes were 
solved; the arrest rate from 
stop searches at pilot sites 
rose from 12 per cent to 20 per 
cent, with smfiar rates for all 
ethnic groups. 

So fan so good; but wiry the 
emerging divisions? 

PBitfy of course, they simply 
reflect the entrenched views of 
left and right Whats emerging 



PODIUM 


Denis O'Connor 

From a speech by the 

Director of the 
Metropolitan Police 
Diversity Strategy on 
institutional racism 


in the much wider, middle 
ground, though, is about two 
things. It’s an argument about 
the degree of the influence of 
racism; but it’s also an issue of 
coming to terms with what is 
really going on in our society. 

To meet the chaTfeng* of 
avoiding polarisation, we shall 
need to find ways of uniting 
around common ground; and I 
think there are two anchor 
points around which we can 
mobilise. The first is the pro- 


the second is the application of 
the Convention of Human 
Rights. 

With regard to the profes- 
sionalisation of policing, a quiet 
revolution has been underway 
in recent years, leading to in- 
creasing serialisation - for ex- 
ample, in relation to child 
abuse. Among the areas where 
further improvement is ur- 
gently needed, the inquiry has 
also highlighted in particular: 

Family liaison for victims of 
race crime (we need real ex- 
pertise here, especially if fam- 
ilies lack confidence or indeed 
are alienated by the police V, 

A real understanding in con- 
ducting investigations of the 
sensitivities around race and 
race matters; 

A much more challenging 
approach to reviewing invest- 
igations that are not suc- 
ceeding. 

Will that professionalism, 
together with greater vigilance 
about racism, suffice for polic- 
ing at the millennium? Prob- 
ably not 

Fbr example, an approach to 
stop and search aimed at elim- 
inating any (^proportionality 
between blacks and whites 
which is due to unfair dis- 


crimination might go some 
way to easing concerns - but 
It would not necessarily meet 
the tests of the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights 
which we are to embrace fully 
next yew. 

For the key principles of 
the Convention not only require 
the use of police powers to 
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the real value of applying a 
power at all fo some circum- 
stances. This suggests that it 
may be necessary to consider 
whether stop and search is an 
appropriate tactic to deal with 
an identified crime problem. 

In conclusion, I am confident 
that we can make significant 
progress in pursuing the un- 
finished revolution in policing 
and in the provision and pro- 
tection of the rights ofaflour 
poopfe. But it will require con- 
siderable resolve. Adaptation 
on this scale will not be 
painless by any means; yet, as 
Martin Luther King reminded 
us in 1967: “Nothing could be 
more tragic than for men to live 
in these revolutionaiy times 
and fail to achieve the new 
attitudes and the new 
mental outlooks that A 
the new situation y 



demands.” 
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THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 31 March 1999 
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The legacy of appeasement 



timothy 
Garton ash 


We need a commitment 
of at least 1 0 years, tens 
of thousands of troops 
and billions of dollars 


s 



ALUSH GASH1 was a sniaH^ wiry, 
bright-eyed man, a surgeon, a 
healec When we met in Pristina, be 
explained to me, with quiet passion 
and in excellent English , what the 
Kosovar Albanians were tryin g to 


Bolent resistance. Now he is dead 
- shot by the Serbs r unning amok 
in Kosovo. Twfflr pm<»rphp -r hTrn Anri 

I will remember Pehmi Agani, the 
grey-suited, sly old professor who 
tried to negotiate a peaceful path to 
independence. I try to t elep h one 
other friends and aequainfanr^ in 
Pristina, ringing all their numbers, 
but the foes are dead - and per haps 
they are, too. 

They were alive a few weeks ago. 
They might still be aBve if we had 
not started this bombing that is 
supposed to help then. Does that 
mean we were wrong to bomb? Not 
necessarily. But we w ere w rong not 
to have dime so much sooner The 
time to stop Milosevic was in the 
autumn of 1991, when be sent his 
troops to besiege the Croatian town 
jgif Vukovar; but we, in Western 
Europe, were fiddling in Maas- 
tricht In the Nineties, as m the Thir- 
ties, a decade of appeasement ends 
inawannuch larger and more dan- 
gerous than it would have been at 
the beginning. 

Fbr seven years we gave no ef- 
fective aid to the strictly non-violent 
efforts of people such as Alush 
Gashi and Fehmi Again. We paid 
serious attention only when other 
Kosovar Albanians reached for the 
gun. Then we huffed and puffed for 
another year U I hope Milosevic is 
listening- this is the last warning,” 
said Robin Cook. That was in June 
1998. Yes, we tried to negotiate a just 
peace at Rambouiliet But, as the 
Romans knew, if you want peace, 
you must prepare for wan And we 
knew that in the last few weeks 
Milosevic was pouring military and 
Jblice forces into Kosovo. 

Here was our second big 
mistake: to start the campaign 
without being prepared to follow 
through with troops on the ground 
if Milosevic reacted as he has. Of 
course, it's easy to be wise with 
hindsight I myself thought he 
would probably back down at the 
last minute. But it was irrespons- 
ible not to plan for the worst case, 
which is now with us. In Serbia 



proper, the bombing has united 
people in defence of their country. 
TWo days ago I talked by telephone 
to a liberal, anglophfle friend in 
Belgrade, a fierce critic of Milose- 
vic. He told me they were sitting in 
the cellar, cursing Clinton as a ma- 
niac «nd celebrating the shooting- 
down of a Natojet The bombing has 
United the whole nation", he said. 
If people like him are talking like 
that, what chance is there that se- 
nior army officers will him against 
Milosevic at such a moment? 

In Kosovo, Serbian forces are 
brutally driving tens, perhaps 
already hundreds of thousands of 
Albanians out of their homes, 
following the quarter of a milli on 
made homeless in the last year The 
refugees’ reports of summary 
executions are too detailed to be 
mere rumour or exaggeration. 
What we don’t know is the Serb 
strategy Is this a wild rampage of 
terror and destruction? Is the ac- 
tion concentrated, as some reports 
suggest, on the regional strongholds 
of the Kosovo Liberation Army? Is 
it in preparation for a possible part- 
ition of the province between Sobs 
and Albanians, a fallba c k position 
much discussed in Belgrade over 
the last year? Or does Milosevic 
really think he can “ethnically 


cleanse” Kosovo of 1-8’ million 
Albanians, 90 per cent of its popu- 
lation, even as our bombs rain 
down? Whatever the plan, it is 
hein g im plemen ted inCB dMe 

speed. At this rate, even the most 
raneentrateri and so phisticated air 
power will not stop it before 
hundreds of thousands more Koso- 
vars have been driven out - and 

h umanitarian rfisas tw lias hp mme 

total catastrophe. 

TTiere are now two alternatives. 
One is just to go on bombing, and 
pretend that failure is success: an 
Orwellian exer cise. The other is to 
prepare very rapidly to send in 
ground troops. Fbr all the appalling 
difficulties of mountainous terrain, 
mrnpd roads, 1 m wel wimirig t ransit , 
countries, restless allies and, above 
all, inevitable casualties, I reluct- 
antly conclude that - if nothing 
changes for the better - this will 
become the lesser evil in a matter 
of days. If we go in white most of the 

Albanians are still there. Kosovo will 

not be “Europe’s Vietnam", be- 
cause the majority of the population 
- the Vietnamese, as it were - will 
been curricle. (However; our forces 
would also have to try to prevent 
Kosovar Albanians from taking 
revenge on innocent SerbsJ 

The political object should be to 


make Kosovo an Internationa] 
protectorate, as it would effectively 
have been if the Serbs had signed 
the Rambouiliet accord. should 
try to get as many nations as pos- 
sible involved - including, crucially 
Rnssfa. Ideally it would become a 
United Nations trusteeship, for 
which the UN char ter provides. 
Against the obvious objection that 
we would be invading a sovereign 
state, you could argue that Kosovo 
was a constituent part of former 
Yugoslavia - a republic in all but 
name - and that the inte rnational 
community has already accepted 
the republic's right to farm separate 
political entities. Eventually, but 
only after a period as a protectorate, 
it could become the sovereign 
Republic of Kosovo- or Kosova (the 
Albanian spelling, with an a). 

Coming on top of the existing pro- 
tectorate in Bosnia, this would be 
a huge commitment Yet the real- 
ity is stiD more daunting. IfMflosevic 
lost Kosovo, the Serbs might finally 
lose patience with him. But in Bel- 
grade last year I was repeatedly 
warned that what came after Milo- 
sevic could initially be worse, with 
a figure Bke the extreme nationalist 
Vbpslav Sesefi gaining power. At 
best, this would be a Wfeimar Ser- 
bia, bristling with revandiist senti- 


ment At worst it would be a rogue 
state, like Libya or Iraq. On the 
other side, to Kosovo's east you 
have a faded state: Albania We 
could not take responsibility for the 
Albanians in Kosovo without doing 
something about the imploded, 
bankrupt semi-anarchic mother- 
land. lb Kosovo’s south, there is 
Macedonia, an unstable. divided 
country with at least a quarter of 
its population being Albanian. Tb its 
north there is little Montenegro, the 
other constituent re public of the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, 
which is trying to assert its own 
autonomy from Serbia. What if 
Milosevic - or his successor - 
turned his attention to crushing 
Montenegro? 

The problems don't stop there. I 
spent the last few days in the cap- 
ital of one our new Nato allies, Hun- 
gary, which is Serbia’s immediate 
northern neighbour. Within a 
fortnight of joining Nato, Hungary 
has found itself involved in a war 
with its neighbour Worse stiD, more 
than 350^)00 ethnic Hungarians live 
m Serbia, w the Yjjvodina- which, 
like Kosovo, was an autonomous 
province in the old 'ftigoslavia. So 
Hungary’s new allies are also 
bombing Hungarians. I found 
Hungarian leaders wracked with 


concern. What if refugees started 
flooding across their frontier? What 
if Serbian nationalism turned 

flpins tthpUy mHinn Hungarians ? 

Then, in rqy Budapest hotel, I 
was tackled by a charming couple 
from another Nato ally, Greece. 
The attacks are madness, they told 
me. Their sympathies are with the 
Serbs. 

In short, this is to take on not just 
a province of 2 million suffering 
people, but a whole region. It will 
mean an inte rnational f niinnnwiwit 
of at least 10 years, tens of thou- 
sands of military and civilian 
personnel, bflfians of dollars. But 
what is the alternative? 

- The alternative is for the 
mi ghties t aiiiannp qf democracies fa 
the history of the world to be de- 
feated on its 50th anniversary and 
to leave the innocent to be slaugh- 
tered. It is Srebrenica multiplied a 
hundredfold. This is the mess we 
have got ourselves into. This is the 
legacy of a decade of appeasement 
This, in the deepest sense, is the 
price we in Western Europe must 
now pay for having fooled our- 
selves 10 years ago, at the end of the 
Cold Whr; that we could just go on 
cultivating our own back gardens, 
without faring up to our respons- 
ibility for the whole of Europe. 


RIGHT 
OF REPLY 


DR PEGGY 
NORRIS 



The chair of Against 
Legalised Euthanasia, 
Research & Teaching 
replies to our leader 
on mercy-killing 

1 TRUST your editorial “We 
should not be scared of eu- 
thanasia” (27 March) will alert 
readers to the inherent dan- 
gers of a law permitting the 
killing of sick or incapacitated 
people, even at their request 
While the physically fit and 
healthy may believe they 
would rather be “euthanat- 
ised" than be dependent on 
others to care for them, no one 
knows how he or she may 
feel when that time comes. 

TC Warburg in his book A 
Vftice of Twilight kept a diaiy 
of his thoughts and feelings 
during the last six months of 
his life. He was severely dis- 
abled, and required total came. 
Having read Exit’s “Guide to 
Self-Deliverance,” he ap- 
proved of it But then he 
changed his mfnri L an d (fid 
not want “to take or lose my 
life. Glad there’s no Euthana- 
sia Bill through Parliament”. 

It would be ironic if Britain 
passed a euthanasia law. The 
hospice movement founded 
here, has shown the world 
how patients with an incurable 
Alness causing disabili ty and 
pain can be helped by expert 
palliative care and drugs. 

The evidence emerging 
from government reports in 
Holland proves that once 
killing is permitted, it is not 
possible to set secure limits. 
Doctors do not obey the rules; 
euthanasia is not reported. 

It is tragic that the British 
Medical Journal on 16 Janu- 
ary this year reported: “Police 
and health officials are invest- 
igating at least 50 deaths of 

patients around Eng l a nd amid 

accusations that toe deaths 
were hastened by denying the 
patients intravenous fluids.” 
Food and fluid are part of toe 
normal care we owe to one 
another The Department of 
Health’s view of toe Bland 
judgment, which labelled tube 
feeding “meffical treatment”, 
was that it “laid down legal 
principles which point a way 
forward”. In fact it printed 50 
years bade. 


Lives fashioned in exile 


WEDNESDAY BOOKS 

DESERT FLOWER 

BY WARIS DIR1E. VIRAGO, £10.99 

SIBERIAN DREAM 

BY IRINA PANTAEVA, BANTAM. £6.99 

may have had a happy home Bfe in the then the assault ofa truck driver Fit- grance to capture toe heart of every 
small cily of Ulan Ude, but in Siber- ting& the same legs which aoabletheir 
ian Dream she is never far from a bus escapes alroquafify them for enhy into 

the fashion world, where they will 




RMRofreaBy tang legs can be a great 
advantage in life. It is strange to think 
how different these two models’ mem- 
oirs would have been if Irina Pantaeva 
and Wans Dixie had been born of 
average height 

Both little less than 6ft, they sprang 
up tall and skinny in Siberia and Som- 
alia respectively where food and water 
were always short and where, they 
each discovered, it was a tremendous 
asset to be able to run fast - Irina from 
Soviet Communism and Wasir from 
marriage to a 60-yeor-old (in ex- 
change for five camels). 

As nomads, both girls spend a lot 
of their books on the move. Pantaeva 


stop, train station, airport or boat Dme 
spends toe best part of her first six 
chapters running away from home 
across the ctesert which involves hav- 


tread toe smoother surfaces of in- 
ternational catwalks. Fbr both, going 
a kmg way is literally measured by how 
far they get from their home towns. 
That they will defy toe odds and 
“make it" is never doubted. 

“I was always looking fbr a way to 
make things better; push myself for- 
ward and find whatever that myster- 
ious opportunity was that I knew was 
waiting for me," writes Dirfa While sbe 
believes that “survival is determined 
anfy fay toe strength of one’s will", for 
Pantaeva “reafify would be crafted by 
the tenacious and the creative”. It is 
an interesting d iffe rence, for if Pan t- 
aeva’s determination makes her lyri- 
cal, Dirie’s makes her tough-talking. 

What both share, however; is a 
strange, stuffing hngnay that melds 
them new environments with those of 
their origins, and which confuses mo- 
ments of hing raphk*at revelation with 
thpmpr p impersonal lgrfwyi pfth^jrfa- 
dnstry Neither Siberian Dream nor 
Desert Flower, fbr instance, would be 
out of place as a headline on a fashion 
shoot in a glossy magazine. 

Strangely toe commercial lang- 
uage of fashion is not seen by either 
model as an intrusion on her personal 
voice, but as a validation of how far she 
hac p omp, and a means of genuine 
i ttoi Kfi wtiK in. “i did make-up atis for 
Revlon, then later represented their 
new perfume, Agee," remembers 
Dine. “The commercial announced, 
'from the heart of Africa comesafra- 


woman . Dme approves tins use of 
“my exotic African look”, though it is 
surely not exotic to her 

At her first Chanel casting, Pan- 
taeva happily recalls bearing: “This is 
an incredible girl Look at her face! 
Where has she been? Where (fid she 
come from?” It is a key moment for 
Irina. “I wished I could told DO in time 
and live it again and again,” she says. 

But what she perceives as an in- 
terest in her life is really the stylists 
means of summing up toe collection's 
"story" or message, for which Irina will 
become a vehicle. She mistakes the 
kind of admiration she receives. Fash- 
ion’s constant search for toe new 
intersects with an individual story 
which then finds in fashion a meaning 
no less valid for being expressed 
through the formulae of an industry 
not best known for its sincerity. 

Fashion represents an opportunity 


attention m a way neither woman's cul- 
tures had ever permitted. But 
whereas Pantaeva’s childhood of 

dr essing up and sewing thro ugh the 

night to make dothes for toe next day 
finds its just fulfilment in her life as a 
model Dirie’s biography does not Nor 
does it when sbe resolves bar passport 
problem; nor does it when sbe mar- 
ries Nigel in order to stay in England; 
nor does it when she finally marries 
a man she loves. 

Dirie’s real interest lies elsewhere. 
She is most coherent when speaking 
against female dmmifiainn, which 
she herself suffered aged five and 
which she now campaigns against with 
toe UN. As she rims through these var- 
ious strands without weaving them to- 
gether her memofr lacks the direction 
of Pantaeva’s. At times, reading 
Desert Holder feels like looking at a 
photo album of somebody else's 
holiday snaps. 

At the dose of their memoirs, Irina 
and Waris are both married, both liv- 
ing in America; but where do they go 
from here? Both have collected and 
recollected their experiences in mem- 
oirs Bke various pieces of baggage, but 
neither seems sure where to take 
them next, if anywhere. One thing onfy 
is sure: you have to admire them. 

Paula Cocozza 


mg a dose encounter with a lion and 


WEDNESDAY POEM 

SIESTA 

BY JUDY GA HAGAN 

Three slow hours, bell-stunned hours, 
slow as drugged words. Burma-slow, 
stupefy the moments. 

These are southern hours for sleep. 

In rooms, gloam-dim rooms, stone 
stiff, heat-heavy tombs for sleeping, 
sun glows stiff on 

iMg, dosed before the marble stare 

of kings. Such sleep is South, 
pr aams rise, calm and warm as peaches. 

Sleepers soaked in peace stir 

in the eyeless smiles at cru mb l ing gods. - 

These hours in days as vast 
as seas, in vase-shaped afternoons, 
poised within toe sun’s big arch, 
em balm the last persisting innocence. 

This poem comes from Crossing No-Mans Land’ by JudyGahagan, 
published at £6.95 by Flambard Press. Stable Cottage . 

East Fours tones. Hexham NEA7 5DX 


far role play; for being the centre of 



Waris Dixie, author and model Rut Xavier 


KOSOVO 

CRISIS APPEAL 


In the past few days tens of thousands of refugees from 
Kosovo have crossed into Albania and Macedonia. 
Many are frightened and traumatised. They face a bleak 
and uncertain future. 

The Red Cross is at the forefront of the humanitarian 
response. Our local networks and international 
expertise enable us to distribute food, bedding and 
hygiene parcels. 

The Red Cross is acting in its neutral and impartial 
capacity to help all victims of the Kosovo crisis. 
We urgently need your donation to ensure we can 
continue to provide this support. 

British. Red Cross 

ftaBBtered Crsn&y No. 220949 


0345 315 315 


Yes, I want to help the people of Kosovo. 

1 end dsc a cheque / postal order (payable to British Red Cn*s) tor 

□£250- □ £50 □ £30 □ £25 Other £ 

Or please debit my Visa/ Mastercard /Am ex/ Diners Club /Switch Card 


Expiry dale Switch issue no. Today s date. 

. 

- 

Address 

Pr wjrr-to _ _ 

Now plrjsr tend dm coupon wnh your donation. ux THE BRITISH RED CROSS. 
ROOM 7304, FREEPOST, LONDON, SW1X 7BK. 'A donation (i £250 of mar 18 
worth dlmwJ j thud ai- nruch jpjtn Ihrwgh Cdl Aid *. Kvcan Arrm hack Ihria*. 

□ n«av lirt. tfm hn if yuo do n 4 with n rerrirr a receipt. 

□ IVjwlicL ihlchn d tadnnrt waailomonn- hnttirrintoanutannon ihr RfdCnm 
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Lucien Aigner 


LUCIEN AIGNER'S photographs 
were of the famous or the unknown, 
the dramatic or the commonplace, 

AH of his images - whether a 
statement about world peace in one 
of his series at the League of Nations 
in the Twenties, his coverage of 
people and life in France, England 
and tire United States in the Thirties, 
his unforgettable essays on La 
Guardia’s City Hall, Riker’s Island 
Prison, pre-Second World War 
Harlem, Einstein at work, and 
prayers on D-Day in the Forties, or 
his photography of children in the 
Fifties and Sixties - are meaningful 
because Aigner committed himself 

to film only after he had made up his 

mind what he wanted to say. 

His portraits possess an impres- 
sive vitality be they of the world's fa- 
mous - Hitler, Mussolini, Churchill, 
Gandhi, the Roosevelts, Haile Se- 
lassie and other major figures of 
the time - or of his friends and 
neighbours in The Berfcshires of 
Massachusetts. He was primarily a 
thinker and philosopher and only 
then a photographer. 

The seminal German picture 
magazines of the early Thirties and 
the invention of a small camera, the 
Leica, spawned a select group of 
key photographers: Erich Salomon, 
Alfred Eisenstaedt, Robert Capa 
and Henri Cartier-Bresson. Lucien 
Aigner is of that vintage, but is one 
of the least known “pioneers of 
photojournalism”. 

ft was the acknowledged “god- 
father of photojournalism”, Stefan 
Lorant, who commented of his fel- 
low countryman: “What sets him 
apart from other ^picture takers' is 
his fervent dedication to his work He 
belongs to a minuscule band of 
camera artists who do not press the 
button in a mad rush but ponder and 
think before they let the shutter go.” 

Ladislas (Lucien) Aigner was 
born in Ersekujvar in Hungary now 
Nave Zamky, Czechoslovakia, in 
1901. He emigrated to the United 
States in 1939, becoming naturalised 
in 1945. As with many of his con- 
temporaries photography was not 


£L V. HODSON was a distinguished 
editor of the Sunday Times not of 
the previous dispensation, but of 
the one before that Before Rupert 
Murdoch acquired the paper and 
installed Andrew Nell to make it 
what it is today, it enjoyed under 
Denis Hamilton and then Harry 
"Evans what many recall as a 
golden age, characterised by ag- 
gressive investigative journalism, 
uninhibited cultural reporting and 
irrepressible features. 

Harry Hodson’s Sunday Times 
was very different but in its way 
equally successful. Under his edi- 
torship, which lasted from 1950 to 
1961, the circulation roughly doubled 
and passed one million, then a prodi- 
gious figure for a serious newspaper 
Hodson found its proprietor the 
first Viscount Kemsley, so difficult 
that on at least one occasion he came 
dose to resignation. For where 
Kemsley was a crusty conservative 
on social as well as political and 
economic issues, Hodson was a lib- 
eral conservative, in favour, for ex- 
ample, of liberalisation of the laws 
concerning homosexuality. 

Hodson's intellectual pedigree, in 
fact, was that of liberal imperialism 
in general, and of the brand associ- 
ated with the group known as Mil- 
ner's Kindergarten in particular. 
The Kindergarten came together as 
a group of very able young men, in- 
cluding the politidan and novelist 


RICHARD ALLEN was an abstract 
painter and printmaker who also 
found time to teach and work as an 
exhibition and art consultant, among 
many other interests. 

During the 1960s he was primar- 
ily associated with the Op Art Move- 
ment and became part of Bridget 
Riley and Peter Sedgeley's Match 
Shed artists co-operative in London. 
In 1971 he became a member of the 
Matrix Group organised by Malcolm 
Hughes, which included the artists 
Geoffrey Steele and Michael Kidnen 
Allen exhibited extensively from 
this time and his work was select- 
ed, among others, by Nicholas Scro- 
ta for his “Systems Art” show at 
the Whitechapel Gallery in London 
in 1972 and in “British Painting 74" 
at the Hayward Gallery. Allen was 
one of the first Op artists to show at 
the new Angela Flowers Gallery in 
1971 and an exhibition of his recent 
paintings will be shown there in 
May this year. 

His paintings of this period were 
often large and brightly coloured 
but during the mid-Seventies he 
abandoned colour to work primari- 
ly in monochrome and using a grid 
structure, with charcoal, cellulose 


the profession for whicii he originally 
trained. He studied at Prague Uni- 
versity in 1920; theatre and acting at 
Friedrich Wilhelm University and 
Reichersche Dram Hochschule, 
Berlin, between 1921 and 1922; 
and then law at the University of 
Budapest between 1922 and 1921 
‘ Aignerwas part of the creative ex- 
plosion of Hungarian talent that dis- 
persed during the Twenties through 
the cultural capitals of Europe. He 
was intrigued as to why the Hun- 
garians were so strong in what was 
to become photojournalism, and be- 
lieved that he belonged to a nation 
of storytellers who learned their 
trade through spending hours in the 
coffee bouses. Though superficial as 
an art form, for him photojournalism 
was cmly another way erf storytelling. 

“While 1 have a great respect for 


Zeitung , the Mwichner flhistrierte 
Presse , VU, UllkistratUm, Weekly II- 
histraietiLiUipiJt and Picture Post 

In 1939 he moved to the heady ex- 
citement of New York. He continued 
to freelance but not always suc- 
cessfully: Technically an “enemy 
alien" and prohibited from pho- 
tographing war-related subjects, he 

turned his attention elsewhere. 

Talking of his Harlem, New York, 
photographs he observed, T pho- 
tographed black people when it was 
not good manners''. Fbr Aigner these 
were commercially lean years when 
he often struggled to make a living. 
“I sometimes hated photography It 
caused me too much suffering, too 
many frustrations.” His early work 
consistently shows a sense of hu- 
moim often with a sardonic edge and 
a remarkable gestural quality that 


7 have always been suspicious of the 
cliche about one picture being worth a 
thousand words . . . Pictures produce 
impact, writing adds meaning 3 


the photographic medium, 7 ’ Aigner 
observed, “I fed that pictures are not 
enough to say what needs saying. I 
have always been suspicious of the 
cliche about one picture being worth 
a thousand words.” Perhaps that is 
why Aigner was equally at home 
using both photographs and words. 
He became a writer for Az Est, a 
Hungarian newspaper group in Bu- 
dapest, in 1924 even before be had 
considered using a camera serious- 
ly. It was to give him an edge over his 
contemporaries who were absorbed 
only in images and visual picture sto- 
ries. Aigner was interested in the 
total integration of images and text 
Iivbag m Paris m the Thirties pro- 
vided opportunity for him to work 
freelance. This was to be his most 
prolific period and he contributed 
features to the Berliner IUustrierte 


compensates in energy for what is 
lost in detail. Later photographs of 
the New York period reflect the 
more formal style of American mag- 
azine photography indicative of a 
more conscious relationship be- 
tween photographer and subject 
and a more directorial attitude 

By 1947 Aignerts career as a full- 
time photqjournaiist was virtually at 
an end and during the next six 
years he crafted words again as an- 
nouncer; scriptwriter and producer- 
director in the Hungarian section of 
the \foice of America. Fbr Aigner 
this was “a glorious experience" and 
“the discovery of a new world" 
which ended in the political back- 
wash of the McCarthy witch-hunts 
of the Fifties. 

Aigner visited Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts, at the tail-end of the 


summer of 1954 and found harmo- 
ny in this region of outstanding nat- 
ural beauty. The Berkshires had long 
been the home ofwefl-known figures 
in the arts. Nearby, Nat hani el 
Hawthorne wrote Tonglewood 
Thles, Anslin Phelps Stokes penned 
his monumental Church arid State 
volumes and Herman Melville wrote 
Moby Dick. A few miles to the north 
is Tanglewood, where the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra gives concerts 
throughout the summer months. 
Yet another mid-European's wan- 
derings were over when, the same 
yeac.at Great Barrington, he opened 
his commercial studio consisting of 
two floodlights and a RoUeiflex. 

This peaceful studio was not the 
end of Aigner’s European adven- 
tures, rather it became the centre 
of them, to 1970 he opened a battered 
old suitcase which bad survived 
the Nazi occupation and been 
brought out of Paris by his brother; 
Etienne (better known for his 
exclusive leather goods), after the 
Liberation. Inside were about 504XK) 
negatives, the entire product of 
Aigner' s European careen Finding 
this treasure trove coincided 
with an increased awareness and 
value of the photographic print and 
he began to develop his entire col- 
lection - about 100,000 negatives in- 
ducting his woA in the United States 
- as a major source of historic 
documentation. 

“Pictures produce impact writing 
adds meaning. Pictures without 
words are often ambiguous, words 

w ritfimrt piphrrpj; lamp Th gather m«- 

terial for a written story requires 
painstaking, continuous effort in 

tim** white catcMng gi tuatinns in pir- 

tures requires concentration on the 
instantaneous.” Uniquely Lucien 
Aigner did both. 


Michael Hallett 


Ladislas (Lucien) Aigner, photo- 
journalist: horn Ersekujv&r, Hun- 
gary 14 September 2901; twice 
married (two sons, two daughters); 
died Waltham, Massachusetts 29 
March 2999. 


H. V Hodson 



Hodson: liberal imperialism 


John Buchan, the constitutional 
scholar Lionel Curtis, the hanker 
Robert Brand and many others, 
who were determined to create a lib- 
eral regime in South Africa that 
would reconcile the Afrikaner and 
British South Africans; their inter- 
est in Africans was limited to vague 
paternalistic goodwill 
There was a close link between 
the Kindergarten and AH Souls Col- 
lege, Oxford, to which Harry Hodson 
was elected, fromBafliol in 1928. As 
a young academic, Hodson’s inter- 
est was in the British Empire, and 
his standpoint was that of a liberal 
imperialist, concerned to devise 
structures that would allow gradual 


progress in the direction of seif- 
government It is fair to say that he 
and his colleagues were so aware of 
opposition from Wimps and business 
interests alike that they were 
cautious to the verge of immbbflism. 

Hodson took on first the assistant 
editorship, then from 1934 the edi- 
torship, of the Kindergarten’s house 
journal. The Round Table. He also 
carried out with probity and intel- 
lectual clarity a number of assign- 
ments on behalf of what would now 
be called the Establishment, of 
which he was a card-carrying mem- 
ber With his elegant bonder hat and 
rolled umbrella, and fastidious good 
manners, not to mention his mem- 
bership of Brooks's Club and his 
Mastership of the Mercers’ Com- 
pany, one of the wealthiest and most 
influential City livery companies, he 
both looked the part and clearly en- 
joyed playing it As a young don he 
published a number of books about 
the world economic crisis and about 
imperial problems, from the point of 
view of benevolent rulers, rather 
than from that of the ruled. 

On the outbreak of the Second 
World War he became head of what 
was called the Empire Division of the 
Ministry of Information. In 1941 he 
was sent to India as toe “Reforms 
Commissioner’’ in New Delhi Those 
experiences informed a series of 
books about the future of empire, of 
which the most notable was perhaps 


The Great Divide: Britainrlndia- 
FokisAm, published in 1969. By that 
time, in a way that seems quaint 
today he had become the assistant 
editor and later the editor of one of 
the most influential newspapers 
in the country with virtually no 
previous journalistic experience. 

Even more quaint, to those who 
have worked on Sunday newspapers 
in less leisurely times, was the 
clause in his contract that allowed 
him not to have to come into the of- 
fice on Saturdays except in times of 
dire emergency. Although Hodson 
had good personal relations wito Roy 
Thomson and indeed with toe brash- 
er; very non-All Souls journalists 
brought into the paper by toe new 
regime, it was dear that toe new 
journalism was not for him. 

Instead he found an ideal niche 
from which to contribute his know!- - 
edge of high politics and interna- 
tional affairs as Director - he 
preferred to call it “Provost*’ - of the 
Angl o-American “think-tank” (not a 
term that would have appealed to 
Harry Hodson) at Diichley Park, the 
Palladian mansion of Ronald and 
Marietta Tree in toe north Oxford- 
shire woods. There he presided 
over conferences that encouraged 
high-minded thinking of what came 
to be called an “Atiantidst” tone. 
Alternative visions were discouraged 
in a civilised manner, and the 
prevailing idea was the special 


Richard Allen 


acetate and wax on canvas and 
paper. His most recent works 
showed a return to limited colour 
and oil paint. 

His last series of paintings, enti- 
tled White Paintings 1995-1997, have 
a serene and peaceful quality. A 
number of these were included in a 
recent large retrospective of his 
work, “Richard Allen 1957-97", held 
at the University of Wales, Aberys- 
twyth, last October, which will also 
be shown in May at the Jersey Arts 
Centre in St Helier. 

In all he held 21 solo exhibitions, 
induding shows at the Institute of 
Contemporary Art, London (1975), 
Gallery Takagi Nagoya, in Japan 
(1982), Exeter University (1985) and 
the Printworks Gallery, Chicago 
(1998). His work has been widely ex- 
hibited and examples can be found 
in many leading collections, among 
them those of the Arts Coundl, of toe 
British CounciL, the National Acad- 
emy of Art, New Delhi and the Mu- 
seums of Modem Art of Lodz, Skoige 
and Florida; and the universities of 
Hull and Aberystwyth. 

Allen was bora in Worcester in 
1933. After leaving school he worked 
for a while in agriculture, and 


during 1952-54 underwent National 
Service in Korea and Japan. In 
1955 he entered the Worcester 
School of Art and in 1957 he attend- 
ed Bath Academy of Art, Corsham, 
where he gained his Art Teacher's 
Certificate in i960. While at Cor- 
sham, which was then led by 
the inspirational principal Clifford 
Ellis, Allen was taught by some of 
the leading abstract artists of toe 
day, including Adrian Heath and 
Howard Hodgkin. 

During 1981 he studied in Italy on 
an Italian government scholarship 
and in April that year married Eve- 
lyn Laurens, a fellow student at Cor- 
sham. By 1964 he was teaching 
full-time at Croydon College of Art 
alongside the abstract artists Brid- 
get Riley and John Hoyiand. In 1965 
he left Croydon and in 1966 he was 
a Commonwealth Fine Art Scholar 
in India. The following year he was 
awarded a Fine Art Fellowship at 
Sussex University. 

After 1967 Allen decided that 
he did not wish to teach foil- time but 
became a popular and Influential 
visiting lecturer at many colleges 
and universities until the end of 
his life, induding the Royal College 


of Art, the Slade School, Reading, 
Aberystwyth and the London School 
of Printing. 

He also worked as an exhibition 
consultant and designer and will be 
particularly remembered for his 
successful series of exhibitions at the 
Polytechnic of Central London, Re- 
gent Street, which included paint- 
ings, photography and prints by 
many important artists. While living 
in Jersey between 1979 and 1991 
he did a great deal to help promote 
local contemporary art He was in- 
volved in advising the Jersey Inter- 
national Arts Festival and (me of his 
design projects was to produce a 
new sign system for the Jersey 
Wildlife Foundation. 

In 1991 Allen moved to Whitney- 
on-Wye, Herefordshire and started 
to teach at the University of Wales 
School of Art, Aberystwyth, and 
during this time he joined the Teach- 
ing Q uality Assessment panel of the 
HEfCW (Higher Education Funding 
Coundl for Wales). 

Richard Allen was a gentle and 
land man, a devoted father and 
husband. He was at his happiest 
working in his studio with his 
wife Eve nearby busy in toeirmuch- 
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Thinker first, photographer second: Aigner in 1932 


Lucien Aigner Museum 


Devora Peake 


relationship Britain might have as 
the ally of the United States. 

In later years Hodson served as 
the editor of the Annual Register and 
as a consultant, and for a long time 
continued to attend weekly leader 
conferences at the Sunday Times. As 
an Anghcan layman he also took an 
active part in Old Chelsea Church. 

It is hard to recall Harry Hodsotfs 
life without the feeling that he was 
a devoted and civilised servant of a 
number of lost causes, among them 
the British Empire, the ideal of a 
gentlemanly journalism, and a 
special relationship between a ram- 
pantly self-confident America and a 
diminished Britain. 


Godfrey Hodgson 


Henry Vincent Hodson, journalist: 
bom London 12 May 1906; Fellow, 
AU Souls College, Chfbrd 1928-35; 
Assistant Editor, The Round Table 
1931-34, Editor 1934-39; Director, 
Empire Division, Ministry of Inf- 
ormation 1939-41 ; Reforms Com- 
missioner, Government qf India 

1941- 42; Principal Assistant Sec- 
retarylhead ofNonrMimitums Div- 
ision, Ministry of Production 

1942- 45; Assistant Editor, Sunday 
Times 1946-50, Editor 1950-61; 
Provost qfDitchley 1961-71; Master, 
Mercers' Company 1964-65; Edi- 
tor, Annual Register 1973-88; mar- 
ried 1933 Margaret Honey (four 
sons); died London 27 Mardh 1999. 



Allen: serene quality 


loved garden. Sadly she died of 
cancer in 1997; during this traumatic 
period Allen began to show early 
symptoms of motor neurone dfewge, 
which was finally diagnosed a few 
months after his wife’s death. He 
moved to London last year; and 
spent much of his time designing 
work on his computer 

Robert Telling 


DEVORA PEAKE was a fruit fanner 
and a businesswoman. A change in 
EU rules in 1969 had meant that she 
and her husband Bill Peake could no 
longer sell their smaller or irregu- 
larly shaped apples as eating apples, 
despite the fact that there was no 
change in their taste or quality. So 
they brought presses to extract the 
juice from this fruit, which they 
marketed as a healthy drink. This 
was the genesis of one of the coun- 
try’s best-known apple juices, Copel- 
la (an acronym of the initial letters 
of Cox’s Orange Pippin plus the end 
of the name of their youngest daugh- 
ter, Carmella). At a time when 
French Golden Delicious apples 
were a serious threat, Devora Peake 
championed the English apple. 

Bom in Tel Aviv in 1915, Devora 
Peake was the child of Russian im- 
migrants. Her father owned almond 
and orange groves, and she could re- 
member being afraid of the snakes 
and scorpions that inhabited them. 
At toe American University of Beirut 
she read commerce and economics. 
Latosbeworkedfor the Middle East 
Agenpy of Lloyd's Underwriters and 
for United Artists and RKQ, handling 
workmen’s compensation dainw 

She was about to come to Britain 
to stucty fire insurance when she met 
and married a Jewish English 
farmer; engineer and inventor, 
Bernard Loshak. Devora was only 
14 when they first met He was 
walking through an orange grove 
when he heard someone whistling 
the “Kreutaer" Sonata: it was her 
father and an acquaintance was 
struck up. 

Devora and Bernard Loshak set- 
tled on his I2^acrefruit farm in Box- 
ford, Suffolk. They were divorced 
shortly after the Second World War 
but remai n ed on friendly terms. 
She kept the land because he felt she 
was the better fanner and more like- 
ly to make a go of it Devora married 

her second husband. Bill Peake, in 
1948, who had been in the Admiral- 
ty during the wan They met at 
Champney's health farm, where he 
was convalescing and she was re- 
covering from her divorce; they 
played chess together 

Soon they bought additional land 
In the summer of 1958 East Anglia 
suffered a terrible drought, and De- 
vora’s experience in Palestine alert- 
ed her to the need for the farm to 
have its own irrigation system. 
Helped ty toe Agricultural Mortgage 
Corporation and the banks, she was 
able to install what was at the time 
the largest private irrigation scheme 
in Europe. The apples grew big and 
juicy and the farm prospered. 

Having turned the EU restrictions 
into a business opportunity, the 


toe leading brand in the apple-juice 
market, and there was some demand 
for it in export markets. The enor- 
mous potential required resources 
beyond the means of the family. Then 
in 1989. as part of his BBC-TV Trou- 
bleshooters series. Sir John Harvey 
Jones visited Copella, and advised 
selling that part of the business to 
the Taunton Cider Company, which 
they did 

Several family members contin- 
ued to be involved working under 
contract to the new owners. Then in 
1992, to everyone’s surprise, the 
family bought back Copella. and ex- 
panded it with the addition of Caw- 
stonVale and Copella chilled juicesA 
Royal Warrant was granted by toe 
Prince of Wales in December 1997, 
and just after that the business was 
acquired by TTopicana UK, toe lead- 
ing juice brand in the country. De- 
vora's sons-in-law continue to be 
involved, with Stephen Unwin as 
ma nagin g director and Roger 
Rendall as consultant 

In addition to the Copella sub- 
sidiary, there were still the fruit and 
farming businesses, and these ex- 4 
panded, with more land being ’ 
bought to a total of 900 acres, in- 
cluding land in Ardleigh and an in- 
terest in a farm in Colchester. Fbur 
hundred acres produce fruit not only 
apples but also strawberries, rasp- 
berries and tayberries, cherries and 
elderflower. Of the remaining farm 
land, 50 acres are grassland and 
woodland, and 200 acres arable. 

Two hundred acres that were 
deemed unsuitable for orchards 
were developed in 1970 and became 
the Stobe-by-Nayland Golf Club. Bill 
Peake h imself designed two cham- 
pionship courses and a design 
award-winning clubhouse set 
around reservoirs. (He died of can- 
cerin 1979J The golf dub is currently 
being expanded, along with a “Peake 
Fitness” health centre and a con- 
ference centre. In 1997 toe golf dub 
won the Bale Award, an initiative by w 
the Suffolk Agricultural Association / 
to find the best alternative use of • 
agricultural land; it also won a 
J&wes architectural award. 

There was further diversifies* 
tion in 1990, when the family bought 
Plantsman Ardleigh Storage, a fruit 
packing and storage company which 
changed its image last year, and is 
one of the country’s most innovative 
top and soft fresh fruit packing and 
marketing companies . It supplies all 
toe retail multiples with top and soft 
fruit, and toe brand of Peake Fruit 
is now being developed 
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Paul levy 


Rickard Allen, artist, teacher, 
designer and art consultant born 

Worcester 8 February 1933; mar- 
ried 1961 Evelyn Laurens (died 
1997; two daughters); died London 
9 February 1999. 


until by toe end of the 1980s it was 
available throughout the country in 
fupennarkets. delicatessens, health 
food shops and even hotels and 
restaurants. Free from colouring, 
sweeteners or added water, it was 


Devora Yaffa Lubarsky, fruit- 
Jarmer and businesswoman; born 
Tel Aviv, Palestine 28 May 1915; 
MBE 1996; married first Bernard 
Loshak (one son, one daughter; 
marriage dissolved) , second 1948 
Bill Peake (died 1979; three daugh- 
ters); died Colchester. Essex 24 
March 1999. 
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Major Pat Riley 


SSf a |f RV ™ G 38 a lieutenant in 
Ktorto Africa, David Stirling conceived 
the idea of small rsitKmr , - 


me iaea or smau raiding parties whirh 

^infiltrate 

oestroy Rommel's aircraft and supdIv 
dumps. This bold and audacious idea 
ultimately found favour with his 
^omraander-in-chief General Claude 
and m July 1941 L Detach- 
UKsassAS Brigade was bom. It was called 

a brigade to deceive the enemy but it 

Shf amWi MI a a 


to I?f unteer was Sergeant Pat Riley. 

The first Special Air Service raid in 
November 1941 on Timmimi and Gaza- 
la involved a parachute drop, 
in a fierce wind, it was a disaster and 
only 22 out of 64 men survived death or 
captivity. Riley's aircraft, containing ll 
men, was the only one later to ren- 
dezvous intact with the Long Range 
Desert Group CLRDG). Hie failure of 
this first operation could have been a 
fatal Wow to the newborn m #, but 


„ — iUIVJ uuw 

its Regimental Sergeant-M^oq within 
weeks small teams of some tim es no 
more than five men, this time trans- 
ported by the LR DG, were successful- 
ly carrying out raids and destroying 
•aircraft on airfields: 37 at Ag&adia and 
PG7 at linnet In Riley's first raid led by 
Stirling, 18 of RommeTs vitally needed 
petrol bowzers (petrol tanker lorries) 
and four food dumps were destroyed at 
Bouerat Harbour 

Riley’s next raid, on Slonta, where 
they were unable to su rmount the air- 
field defences, was less successful. 
None the less, with the SAS expanding, 
he was put m charge of training the new 
volunteers, who included a French 
squadron. He was much involved in the 
large-scale raid on Benghazi Harbour 
in September 1942. Unfortunately the 
enemy had been alerted and it proved 
almost impossibie to penetrate the har- 
bour. In the fierce fighting the SAS lost 
50 out of the 200 men involved. 

However with these daring and spec- 
tacular raids on RommeTs supplies 


and aircraft, of which 320 were de- 
stroyed, the SAS had not only estab- 
lished itself but had changed the face 
of wan Pat Riley; an astute reader of of- 
ficers and men, was the perfect man in 

adversity fathering and giving confi- 
dence to his young soldiers. He was a 
steady influence throughout the cam- 
paign and often the mediator between 
its diverse characters. For his work in 
North Africa he was awarded the DCM. 

Riley was bom in Wisconsin in 1915, 
the eldest of five children- At the age of 
seven his family moved to HaKwhistle 
mCumhriaatm hflaH’<wrfp<l f}ii» lnpal 
school until he was 14 when he started 
work in a granite quarry 
father and grandfather 

Finding the work unfulfilling he 
joined toe TA, before enlisting into the 
Coldstream Guards in 1932. Celebrating 
before joining up and having mistral 
tiie last bus, he “borrowed” a local 
farmer’s horse and rode bareback to 
Haltwhistle where he tied the horse to 
a neighbour's fence. 

At the ootbreakaf war be volunteered 
for 2 Troop 8 Guards Commando, part 
of Layforoe under Lt-Col Bob Laycock, 
part of which was sent to the Western 
Desert in 194L (While there he heard 
tbathe had received his callup papers 
for the United States Army) However 

the C ommando Units wro fan lor y and 

immohite to execute surprise raids suc- 
cessful^ though Riley’s troop led by Lt 
Jock Lewis launched a surprise raid in 
the Fig Tree sector; part of the defence 
of Tobruk Getting under the wire they 
caused considerable casualties. After 
the disbandment of Layforce, Rifey re- 
turned to the 2nd Battalion Coldstream 
Guards. Restless for action, be was 
quirk to volunteer for David Stirling's 
newborn SAS based at KabriL 

By the beginning of 1943, with Stir- 
ling now a POW and Jock Lewis dead, 
the charismatic Paddy Mayne took 
command of the SAS. Riley, who was 
now a Captain, saw action with the reg- 
iment m Italy before returning to Scot- 



Rfley: founder member of the SAS 

Twn d to set up a camp at ManchUne be- 
fore moving to its permanent «wnp in 
DarveL Fbr the SAS had now swollen to 
the size of a brigade, with two British, 
battalions, two Free French battalions 
and a Belgian squadron. 

When the SAS moved south to their 
new HQ at Highland House in Chehns- 
forri, Riley was in charge of recruiting 

arvI frammg hplw pnpgrafifiTiginF Vaiwi 

After D-Day mbbOfty was the key and 
Bgq; gfin bfls p d at chdmdhw i ens ured 
that all toe new jeeps were property 
equipped for action behind the enemy 
lines. The SAS, now 2^00 strong under 
Brigadier Roddie McLeod, were to 
form a number of bases from which to 

with the French resistance, blowing up 
roads and railway linos and reporting 
to the RAF suitable areas to bomb. It 
was very much as David Stirling had 
proposed in the early days: inflict dam- 
age, casualties and above afi, confusion. 

After the Armistice, two battalions of 
the SAS were airfified to Norway where 
Rflex based at Bergen, was involved in 

flip jaiper ris j o n and ifigamring fif flip qq- 

cupying German forces. With Paddy 
Mayne commanding, there was scope 


for relaxation, but word was about that 
the SAS was going to be disbanded. Ru- 
mour became reality in September 
1945. little could anyone have thought 
then that the SAS would six years later 
be reborn. 

On demobilisation Riley joined the 
Cambridge Constabulary but restless 
with peacetime inactivity he volunteered 
for the Malayan Regiment in 1950 where 
he worked ctosefywito the oe wfy fo r m ed 
Malayan Scouts in their actions against 
Comnramstinsurgence.TheScc>utshad 
been formed from men of the 21 SAS, a 
Territorial Army unit raised in 1947 from 
toe Artists Rifles and a Rhodesian 
squadron, to 1951 the Scouts became 22 
SAS. Rfley who was based at Fort Dixon 
and now a major; liaised and worked with 
toe SAS in the persecution of the ter- 
rorists. With over 100 tmoriste killed ot 
captured, the SAS had proved their 
worth as an integral part of British 
counter-insurgency operations. 

When Rfiey turned 40, in 1955, he de- ! 
dded to leave Malaya and with his wife 
purchased the Dolphin Hotel in Colch- , 
ester Three years later he joined Se- 
aman; where he held various senior 
positions until hfo retirement m 1980, by 
which time he was living in Hastings. Al- 
though restricted by bad health, he con- 
tinued to play bridge and with another 
ex-SAS member held a number of 
regimental reunions. 

Pat Rfley never came to terms with 
the loss of ins wife, Kaye, in 1996 and 

much of his pn ti mgiagm far Kft» 

to ebb awqy. Even on his last day sur- 
rounded by his family sod in good hu- 
mour; he reminisced about his life and 
in particular his wartime experiences, 
remembering every moment 

MAX ARTHUR 

Charles George Gibson C*Pat”) Riley, 
soldier born Red Granite, Wisconsin 
24 November 1915; DCM 1942; married 
1940 Kaye Ward (died 1996; one 
son); died Hastings, East Sussex 9 
February 1999. 


Vyacheslav Chornovil 


VYACHESLAV CHORNOVIL, who was 
killed in a late-night car crash as he was 
returning to Kiev hum an election 
meeting, managed toe difficult transi- 
tion from Soviet-era dissident to politi- 
cian, but never quite achieved toe 
success he had hoped form realising his 
ideal of an independent Ukrainian 
Leader since 1992 of Narodny Rukh 
1 “Popular Movement"), one of toe main 
nationalist parties, he was a member of 
the Ukrainian parliament As party 
leader he faced a difficult choice, 
whether to support fee ex-Communists 
who had turned reformers, such as the 
.xurrent president Leonid Kuchma, or 
Wo side with the opposition, which was 
largely made up of Communists who had 
not disavowed their past 

A veteran of the Brezhnev; Andropov 
and Chernenko era labour camps, 
Chornovil was quick to take advantage 
of the openness under Mikhail Gor- 
bachev' to revive the activities of the 
Ukrainian Helsinki Group He was a con- 
stant advocate of national rights and 
supporter of independence for Ukraine. 
He was instrumental in forming the 
pro-independence Rukh in 1969. 

At the first semi-free local elections 
in March 1990, Rukh swept the board in 
the more nationalist western Ukraine 
and Chornovil became head of fee Lviv 
regional council, the first former polit- 



ChonwviL *500] of fee prison blo^ 

ical prisoner to attain such high office 
in the Soviet Union. He immediately 
brought in radical measures such as the 
privatisation of land, shops and homes 
and ousted the Communist Party from 
its privileged position. 

As confusion over the iU-feted putsch 
against Gorbachev reigned in Moscow 
in August 1991, Chornovil was one erf the 
most vocal initiators of a vote in Ukraine^ 
parliament which approved breaking 
away from the Soviet Union. The vote 
was later confirmed in a nationwide ref- 
erendum. But Chornovil came second 


to Ukraine’s first post-Soviet president 
Leonid Kravchuk in the 1991 presiden- 
tial election with a quarter of the vote. 

Chornovil was bom the sen of village 
schoolteachers in central Ukraine in 
1937, and studied journalism at ffievUm- 
versdty. He began work as a journalist 
in the city before moving to the western 
town of Lviv By now already active in 
the burgeoning human rights move- 
ment, he had been deeply affectedly the 
wave of arrests that struck nearly two 

finrt*n Uk rainian faMgetnah Airin g tile 

previous year and produced an ac- 
count of this persecution that was later 
published in English as !7ie Chornovil 
Papers (1968). 

He was ousted from a Lviv newspa- 
per in 1966 for refusing to testily at a po- 
litical trial and was himself arrested in 
1967 and sentenced to three years in 
prison, a term later cut in half. After re- 
lease he became head of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Monitoring Group and edited 
the underground publication toe 
UkrasrdanHerdld. In 1972, he was again 
arrested and sentenced to six years in 
prison and three years in exile for 
“anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda”. 
EGs strength of character was evident 
to his fellow poEfical prisoners in labour 
camp. “The soul of the prison block is 
Chornovil,” one wrote during a 100-day 
hunger strike in the summer of 1977. 


“Conversations between cells are 
forbidden, but every day he reads us the 
latest news. The head of the camp, 
Pikulin, called Chornovil our general.” 
He served his tom in exile in toe 
Siberian region of Yhkutia. In April 
1980, toe Soviet authorities a g ain sen- 
tenced Chonxml to five years in prison, 
but he was released in 1983. 

Chornovil found political life in 
independent Ukraine frustrating. In 
January 1993, in response to the per- 
ceived threat of a revival of the former 
Communist system, Chornovil united 
wife rival nationalist leaders in two other 
parties to form the Anti-Communist and 
Anti-Imperialist Front of Ukraine. 

The fractious nature of post- 
Commrmist politics hit Chomovil’s own 
movement Rukh spfita month ago amid 
bitter divisions over policy and what 
some members said was ChomoriTs 
anihoritarian leadership. After toe split, 
Chornovil continued to heada half of the 
party he called Narodqy Rukh Number 
One, By then, Vyacheslav ChomoviFs 
influence was already on toe wane. 

FEux Corley 

Vyacheslav Maksymovich Chornovil, 
politician: bom Erki, Ukraine 24 
December 19 37; married Atena 
Pashko (two sons); died BoryspU, 
Ukraine 25 March 1999. 
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BURY: Shirley Joan, 25 March 


loved mother ol Matthew and 
grandmother of Nathaaid and 
Bemnmm. FUncral at St Pancras 
Ccuwtciy ChapeL High Road, 
London N2 on 7 April ot 2pm. 
Flowers to C.R.S. FUnerals. 133 
^ High Road, N2, or donations m 
memoir of Shirley Au*y *° 

Ur Linton's research on Jcnner- 


Hoskui Ward icbroue powable To 
Special TVustees for IheRpyal 
Fnx Hospital). KcvalFree, 

Pond Struct. NW3 2QG. or to 
Metalwork Drpartmcsd Vktona 
and Albert Museum SU « -RL. 

STAFFORD: Phyllis Diana. On 27 
March 1 999. afied Si ff 0 ”*. 
Greatly loved wife of the late 
WWdringlon Richard (Dick), 
dearest mother of Veronica. 
David and Lavirnn, and loving 
grandmother of seven grandmfl- 
diTO. Cremation prwate. Service 
o( TTionta.eiving at St PSuTs 
Church. Wotdmgham. on 
Wednesday 21 April at 12 noon. 
In lieu of flowers, donations if so 
wished to NSPCC. c'o B. C- 
Baker & Sou. IS- 17 High Street, 
j Cater ham CR3 SUE. 
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BIRTHDAYS 

Mr Herb Alpert, musician, 
63; Professor Patrick Bate- 
son, Provost of King's Col- 
lege, Cambridge, 61; Mr 
Richard Chambeiiain, 
actor; 64; Mr Sydney Chap- 
lin, actor; 73; Mr Robbie 
Coltrane, actor, 49; Sir 
Roger Cork, former Lord 
Mayor of London, 52; Mr 
Alan Duncan MP, 42; Air 
Marshal Sir Herbert 
Durkin, 77; Mr Don Poster 
MP, 52; Mr John Powtcs, 
novelist, 73; Mr David 
Heneker, composer and lyri- 
cist, 93; Miss Shirley Jones, 
actress, 65; Mr John Kemp- 
Welch, chairman. Stock 
Exchange, 63; Sir Pan! 
Lever, ambassador to Ger- 
many; 55; Sir Pat Lowry, for- 
mer President, Institute of 
Personnel Management, 79; 
Mr lan Mackley, High Com- 
missioner to Ghana, 57; Sir 
Derek Pattinson, former 
Secretary- General, General 
Synod of the Church of Eng- 
land. 69; Air Commodore 
Helen Renton, former 
Director, WRAF, 6& The 
Right Rev Dom John 
Roberts, former Abbot of 
Downside, 80; Mrs Daphne 
Robertson, Sheriff of Glas- 


gow and Strathkelvin, 62; Mr 
Bob RusseD MP, 53; Profes- 
sor Dame Sheila Sherlock, 
Professor of Medicine, Royal 
Free Hospital School of Med- 
icine, 81; Sir Derek Spencer 
QC, former MP and Sofiator 
General, 63; Lord Steel of 
Aikwood, former MR 61; 
Lord Itefjgarne, 58; Profes- 
sor Sir Frederick Warner, 
chemical engineer; 89; Mr 
Sidney Weigh ell, forma' 
trade union leader, 77; Mr 
Nicholas Winterton MP, 6L 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Rene Descartes, 
philosopher; 1596; Andrew. 
MarveD, poet, pamphleteer 
and politician, 1621; John 
Harrison, horologist, 1693; 
Franz Joseph Haydn, com- 
poser; 1732; Andrew Lang, 
scholar and poet, 1844. 
Deaths: John Donne, poet, 
1631; John Constable, 
painter. 1837; Charlotte Bron- 
te, novelist, 1855; Jesse 
Owens (James Cleveland), 
athlete, 1980; Enid Bagnold, 
novelist, 1981. On this day: 
in Paris, the Eiffel Tbwer was 
inaugurated, 1889; British 
coalminers went on strike, 
1921; the Soviet Union 


offered to join Nato, 1954; toe 
Dalai Lama was granted 
political asylum by India, 
1959; Hampton Court Palace 
was badly damaged ly fire, 
1986. Today is the Ffeast Day 
of St Acacius or Achatius, St 
Balbma, St Benjamin and St 
Guy of Pomposa. 


Helen pe Freitas 

A Memorial Service far 
Helen de Freitas will be held 
on Saturday 15 May at 11am 
at fee Wellington Avenue 
United Church of Christ, 615 
W Wellington, Chicago 60657, 
USA. Enquiries 0171-435 0502. 


Dinners 

Foundation for Science and 
Technology 
Lord Jenkin of Rodmg, 
Chairman, was in the chair 
at a Foundation fin- Science 
and Technology lecture and 
dinner discussion held yes- 
terday evening at the Royal 
Society, London SWl. The 
Eari of SeUxane. Profes so r 
Bm-ton Richter and Profes- 
sor Julia Goodfellow spoke 
on “How interdisciplinary is 

the Science Base?" 


LECTURES 

National Gallery: Cohn Wig- 
gins, “Orazio Gentfleschi (v): 
Oraao Gentfleschi and the 
CaravaggistT, 1pm; The Rev 
Nicholas Holtam, Alexander 
Sturgis, “From Exodus to 
Eucharist", {L30pm. 

Victoria and Albert 
M useum: Walerie Holman, 
“The Changing Concepts of . 
Fbrm in Sculpture” 2pm. 
British Museum: Helen 
Glaistei; “Emperor Qianlong 
and the Great Collectors of 
China”, lL30am. 


ROYAL 

Engagements 

The Dube of Edfabiirrii, Patron and 
Trustee, attends receptions for young 
people who bare reached the Goto 
Standard in the Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award at St James's Palace; and, as 
Patron, atte nd* an Outward Bound 
Trust Dinner at Bucton^zam Mace. 
The Prince of Whies undertakes 
enga gem ents in Surrey; and, as Pat- 
roo, mdi National Open, attoids a 
performance of ffunsti mt Greta at 
Sadterh Wells Theatre, London ECL 

CHANCING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Carotry Mounted 
Regiment mounts the Queen's Life 
Guard at Horse Guards, 11am 


HISTORICAL NOTES 

ROBERT RHODES JAMES 

Grim, eloquent 
facts of Gallipoli 


NO CAMPAIGN of either 
world war has aroused more 
controversy than the Gal- 
hpoli Campaign of 1915. It 

i roTtamg flu* mnst fesrinflting 

of campaigns, replete with 
“might-have-beens”, on as 
Churchill expressed it, “toe 
terrible ifs’ accumulate". 

Although the quality of the 
substantial Gallipoli litera- 
ture has been, and remains, 
very high, there have been 
exceptions. As John North 
wrote, “No battleground so 
easily lends itself to retro- 
spective sentimentality", 
and, sadly to mythology. 

The Australian mythology 
is that it was entirely an Aus- 
tralian operation botched by 
incompetent British com- 
manders. The itarfcish ver- 
sion is that it was all a 
personal triumph for their na- 
tional hero Mustapha Kemal, 
lata- AtatQrk. Not too many 
Australians know; or want to 
know that 35 per cent of the 
original Anzacs were British- 
born first-generation Aus- 
tralians, or that the best 
Allied general on the Penin- 
sula was Harold Walken the 
commander of toe 1st Aus- 
tralian Division, and the 
architect of the capture of 
the fortress of Lone Pine. 
Tifcp the Anzac pnmmanripr; 
Birdwood, he was British. 

One can have more sym- 
pathy for fee Turkish myth- 
ologfats. Kemai became 
President and Father of toe 
Nation and a hard tyrant Al- 
though he is long dead, his 
shadow survives him. The 
real Utrkish commanders, 


the Germans von Sanders 
and Kannengeisser, have 
been accordingly airbnished 
out of the Turkish version. 

The fofty of this is that 
there is no need for mythol- 
ogy. The underestimated 
TUrk soldier was a revelation 
in defending bis country. 
Hemal's interventions on 25 
April and 10 August were de- 
cisive. The defence of the 
tiny Anzac position by toe 

Australians and New Zealan- 
ders, increasingly ravaged 
by dysentery and typhoid, 
and the subsequent August 
break-out, is one of the epics 
of modem warfare. 

But, as the casualty lists 
grimly demonstrate, the 
prime burden fell upon toe 
British and French at Helles, 
and later at Suvla. While 
the Anzacs hung on res- 
olutely during that torrid 
summer the British and 
the French were slowly ad- 
vancing north, but at heavy 
cost By the time of the bril- 
liant evacuations of the 
Suvla Anzac and Hefles po- 
sitions, without a single ca- 
sualty under toe noses of 
toe Turks in December 
1915 and January 1916, toe 
British dead were 26,000, the 
French 10,000, the total 
Anzac dead 10,000. 

In proportion to their male 
populations toe Anzac losses 
were far worse than these 
hald st a ti s tic s , which m plams 
why Gallipoli is so important 
a part of their national histo- 
ries, and why Anzac Day has 
always been, and remains, so 
Important to them. 


And Gallipoli was hardly 
the disaster it has been often 
depicted. Grievous though 
the Allied casualties were, 
those of the TUrfcs were 
horrific, largely the result of 
heroic but futile headlong 
attacks in broad daylight, 
and for which Kemai was as 
guilty as anyone. 

There are no reliable fig- 
ures for the TUrkish dead, but 
200,000 is generally consid- 
ered an underestimate. The 
Utrkish army was never toe 
same again. And. less than 
three years after the evacu- 
ation. the British occupied the 
Gallipoli Peninsula without a 
shot, the Navy sailed to 
Constantinople, and toe vast 
Ottoman Empire had disin- 
tegrated But it was three 
years too late. 

Compared with the terri- 
ble battles on the Western 
Front, unto infinitely greater 
losses, the Gallipoli venture 
was seen as the one real 
stroke Of ima g ination and 
daring in the entire war - and 
one that so narrowly foiled 

The facts of Gallipoli speak 
for themselves. They are as 
eloquent as the small and 
beautifully maintain ed Com- 
monwealth war cemeteries, 
and the forbidding sinister 
bleakness of the arid Penin- 
sula itself. Of toe 36,000 
British and Anzac dead, only 
some 7,000 have known 
graves. The Turks, their dead 
incinerated, have none. 

Sir Robert Rhodes James is 
the author of ‘Gallipoli’ 
( Pimlico , £12.50) 


Behind the Hollywood 
myth of evil aliens 


MUCH OP the meaning of Holy 
Week is uncannily up-to-date 
even though so much has 
changed between the bibficaJ 
culture and our own. What is 
uncomfortably dose to home 
is its reminder of the reality 
and persistence of evfl. For the 
evil that was a key part of 
toe death of Christ stQl exists 
today. And it still attempts to 
overcome toe good 

It is not difficult to see the 
existence of evfl. Millio ns of 
peqple are its victims; harmless 

HtBBnK Twaimg fl through lanrt- 
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commodities in the interna- 
tional prostitution trader people 
starving through wrong deci- 
sions by others, children 
abused by parents, women 
beaten by their partners. In 
every part of the world there 
are people who go through life 
wounded, hurt or hungry: In 
eveiy continent there are those 
who are used and discarded by 
others who do not care. The 
perennial problem of evfl has 
never been a problem of 
whether evfl exists but why and 

why its power is so strong. 

It does not take much of a 
theologian to recognise that 
evfl has something to do with 
human beings, and not just 
particular human beings but aS 
of us. The benign idea that 
some of us are part of a 
great majority of essentially 
good people is simply over- 
optimistic. Although it’s reas- 
suring to be told that there is 
really a nice guy inside what- 
ever wrong we actually do, or 
whatever destruction we wreck 
on others, we are living with 
delusion if we believe it Simi- 
larly, Hollywood attempts to 
identify evfl wife aliens or newly 
revived prehistoric monsters 
may be entertaining but they 
lack creffibility. What possible 
evil could aliens bring into 
the world which is not here in 
multiple forms already? No, in 
the real world that we live in, 
evfl is with us and in us. 

It crouches at the dooc It 
waits for the narrowest gap and 
enters without knocking. It 
cannot be pushed into outer 
space or masked by pleasant 
bonhomie Many saddened un- 
believers would concede that 
here, at least. Christian ortho- 
doxy is absolutely right If we 


say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is 
not in us. 

It is also evident today that 
evfl is contagious. It spreads 
faster than any disease. It is 
communicated by mouth. It is 
passed on by exposure to the 
bad attitudes of others. The 
natural course in our human 
relationship is to pay back evil 
for evil; toe driver on toe 
motorway cuts in dangerously 
on the driver of another car who 
has previously cut in on him; 
the terrorist group guns down 
a father of four in a retaliatory 
killing. The human ego finds it 
hard to absorb the sins of 
others and much easier to 

ARGUMENTS 

FOR 

Easter 

Elaine Storkey 

The natural course in 
human relationships 
is to pay back evil 
with evil. The human 
ego finds it hard to 
absorb the sins of 
others. But Christ 
did not pass evil on. 

He soaked it up 


contribute to the pool of anger 
and vengeance. It is almost as 
if we enjoy keeping score of 
wrongs. As the escalation of 
conflict between neighbours 
seems to show, people even 
gain some satisfaction if the 
wrongs they dole out exceed 
those they endure. That is why 
evil can penetrate any human 
stronghold. The morally right- 
eous are no less at risk. The 
events of Hofy Week remind ns 
that evil is able to turn the most 
moral of majorities into a 
seething mob of those braying 
fix* blood. 

We have not even moved far 
in the way we justify evfl. We 
stifl try to pretend that it is good. 
The only difference is that 
we have developed a more 


sophisticated language for 
talking about it Concepts like 
“profitability” or “greater 
choice" can eonvementfy mask 
things that on a different 
evaluation would just be wrong. 
So we can ignore the mass 
human misery which follows 
our trade in arms, or our deals 
with dictators, for it is better 
that we have transactions 
which are profitable rather 
than lose our competitive place 
in toe world. We can ignore the 
problems of children growing 
up with instability break- 
down, for it is better that we 
adults choose what suits us, 
rather than have our freedom 
and happiness sacrificed. 

But it has all been said 
before. We recall it in Holy 
Week. “It is better that this 
man die than have the nation 
destroyed.” Better that this 
man die? What better world is 
that? And. what better world 
do we now have with today’s 
justifications? 

The sobering message of 
Holy Week is that we can all 
come to love evil and hate 
goodness. We have seen that 
truth illustrated in broken 
bodies and wounded lives 
throughout the centuries, in 
war holocaust, genocide, and 
human destruction. It is an 
intrinsic part of our own 
contemporary world. 

But, if this message of Holy 
Week is relevant today so also 
is the other one. It is that evfl 
does not have the last word. Fbr 
it has been fully exposed for 
what it is, not justified or made 
benign, but confronted and dis- 
armed. In refusing to pay back 
evfl for evfl Christ did not pass 
it on, fudfing the fires of hatred. 
He soaked it up, showing us 
that the goodness of God is 
more powerful than an toe sin 
in the world. 

The implication of this is 
enormous. It is that ultimately 
our human significance is not 
defined ty the wrong we do, but 
by God’s love for is. So we have 
a choice how we shall live. The 
real tragedy comes when we 
find it easier to Eve with the evil 
than with toe love. 

Elaine Storkey is president of 
the Christian development 
agency Teatjund and is a 
member of the General Synod 



8/FEATURES 






You ask the questions 

(Such as: Trevor McDonald, have you ever sat behind the news desk 
in a jacket and tie, wearing jeans and trainers underneath?) 




9i 


T revor McDonald. 59, is the 
presenter of the recently 
launched ITV Evening 
News, moving on from 
mi’s News at Ten which 
he presented for nine 
years. He has won the 
Newscaster of the Year award twice and 
was awarded the OBE in 1992. He began 
his television career back in his native 
Trinidad in 1962, and now lives with his wife 
and son in London. 

What is your favourite drink, and why? 
Kerry Martin, Teeside 
Curiously enough, it’s water. I’ve become 
a great fan of sparkling water. Of course, 

I rin like Plpgan t d rinlre lifep ^hampagw p and 

the occasional whisky, but I think I would 
miss water most of all if it were taken away 

Whs it your idea to stand up and move 
around rather than sitting behind your 
desk as yon read the news? 

Daniel Packwood, Barnstaple, Devon 
It was not my idea and I don’t move around. 
We thought it would be nice to see more 
of our attractive new set- hence the stand- 
ing position after the commercial break. 

Who is the most irritating person you 
have interviewed? 

Joan Howarth, Wimbledon. London 
Tve been terribly fortunate in never inter- 
viewing irritating people. In any event, they 
would make terrible interviewees. 

Were you surprised at Prince Charles's 
outrage at News Mien being replaced 
by the JTVEuemng News? Did you think 
the move was a good idea? 

Campbell Fraser, Ipswich, Suffolk 
I was not surprised that Prince Charles 
talked about News at Ten moving, because 
the programme became a national instit- 
ution. Our purpose now is to make sure the 
6.30pm Evening News does the same. 

Have you come into contact with racism, 
institutional or otherwise, during your 
career in television? 

Nigel Graves. Cambridge 
No. 

What different character traits in your- 
self and your brother led you to have a 
serious broadcastingjob with an Rn gfish 



NEXT WEEK 

CRIH' RHYS- JONES, 
FOLLOWED BY 
IAN BOTHAM 



SEND questions for the actor and 
comedian Griff Rhys- Jones and 
cricketing legend Ian Botham, to: 
You Ask the Questions. Features. 
The Independent. 1 Canada Square. 
London E14 5DL 
(fax 0171-293 2182, or e-mail 

yourquestionsftj independent.co.uk), 
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accent and he to have a Am radio job Gn 
Canada] with a Caribbean accent? 
Sean Lineham, Highgate, London 
I think we both speak in very much the 
same way, with an em phas is on good 
language, clarity and accessibility. 

Have you ever sat behind the news desk 
in a jacket and tie, wearing jeans and 
trainers underneath? 

Rebecca Percy, Stroud, Gloucs 
No - 1 am boringly conventional 


When was the last time that you caught 
abas? 

Margaret Anderson, Harrow 
1 genuinely cannot remember. 

Some people feel that all that matters 
now in television is the race for money 
and r ating s. Do yon agree? 

Deborah Haynes , Acton, London 
I do not believe - but neither does ITV - 
in ratings at any cost But I do think that 
every television phannal makes prog- 


rammes because they want them to be 
seen by as many people as possible. 

Do Jon Snow's ties represent a daily 
challenge to yon? 

James Rfobfa, Stonebridpe Park, London 
No. We each have our own distinctive taste 
in ties. 

What is your favourite sport, and why? 
Will Lewis, Leamington Spa, Works 
Tennis. This is because I play the game 


every week and I am beginning to convince 

myself that Tm getting better at ft. And can 
I say I like golf and cricket, too? 

The scandal over the Vanessa show has 
proved that we can't believe everything 
we see on television. Is it true that even 
news stories are sometimes fabricated? 
Gary Kemp, Sheffield, Essex 
Never. We may not always get them right, 
but we must always try to be fair; accurate 
and well-balanced in everything we report 


What were your impressions of Glenn 
Hoddle when von interviewed him? Do 
you think he is guilty of maligning 
disabled people? 

Chris Maitland. Godstonc. Surrey 
I thought Glenn Hoddle was an honest, 
decent man who probably expressed him- 
self terriblv badly. 1 did not form the view 
that he set out to malign disabled people. 

How do you plan to celebrate the 
millennium? 

Beverley D'Souza. Bcdminster. Bristol 
Unfortunately I think I shall be working. 

What was the first record you bought? 

KeQy Gardner, Ladbrokc Grove. London ^ 
It was something by either Pat Boone or Vr 
Elvis Presley, I forget which. 

If you could host any television show, 
which one would yon choose? 

Lavra Staff. Crouch End. London 
I am already doing it - the 6.30pm Evening 
News. I also like doing Trevor McDonald 
Meets... on ITV2. 

What is the most difficult news story that 
you have had to cover? 

Julie Cavanagh. Linton, Combs 
Before the Gulf wan I went to Baghdad to 
interview President Saddam Hussein. It 
was probably one of the most difficult 
assignments 1 have ever had. 




Watch out: you’ve got evil mail 

The next time you logon maybe your last: thrill-seeking virus creators are at work again. By Charles Arthur 


MONDAY MORNING was not pleas- 
ant for Jennifer Mehlow. “1 came in 
and I had 213 nasty e-mails attacking 
me,” she said. On the previous 
Friday she had received an internal 
e-mail that appeared to come from 
one of her work c o l l ea g u e s at the PR 
company Fleishman-Hillard in 
Austin, Texas. But on opening the at- 
tached document, she found a list of 
hundreds of pom sites on the Web. 

Like any well-trained corporate 
American, she reported the incident 
to her computer systems manager, 
dearly, the colleague was guilty of 
sexual harassment and porn view- 
ing at work. However the real dam- 
age had already been done. Ms 
Mehlow was just one of thousands 
of victims of the Melissa computer 
virus: while she was gasping in out- 
rage at the pom list, a program em- 
bedded in it - called a “macro” - was 
raiding her electronic address book 
and forwarding the same document 
to the first 50 names there, many of 
them technology reporters. They 
were the source of the angry e-mails, 
not the colleague. 

No surprise that she got rude 
replies. Anyone who received the e- 
mail and opened the attached mes- 
sage could inadvertently spread the 
virus. Thus hundreds of companies 
and organisations including financial 
institutions, military bases and even 
Uo bis embarrassment! the gover- 
nor of North Dakota, were hit 

Since Melissa can spread only by 
exploiting the flaws in the newer ver- 
sions of Microsoft’s Word and Out- 
look Express e-mail programs, the 
schadenfreude among the un- 
affected was heightened by the 
news that Microsoft itself was hit 
The company shut down its exter- 
nal e-mail system for some hours 
while it made sure the virus could 
not propagate within or from it. 

Yesterday people were counting 
the cost Star Internet, a British 
Internet access company, reported 
that e-mail activity had dropped 
substantially compared to Monday. 
Its conclusion was that companies 
were simply shutting their e-mail 
systems off from the outside world. 

For anyone who heard Bill Gates 
pontificating last Friday at the Lon- 
don Business School on the merits 
of giving companies a “digital nerv- 
ous system", the last few days were 
a sobering reminder that better 
t ec hnology is not always good news. 

Mr Gates, head of Microsoft, ex- 



Threa t eni n g a screen near yon: in ‘Ghost in the Machine*, a computer virus assumes physical form 


tolled the idea of letting everyone in 
a company swap information digit- 
ally and suggested that the ideal 
would be the elimination of paper - 
almost achieved at his company. 

Faced with that unleavened opt- 
imism, the arrival of Melissa -which 
was probably beginning its odyssey 
around the world as Mr Gates took 
the stage- demonstrates an increa- 
sing weakness that pervades mod- 
em computer systems. In biology if 
the members of a herd are too gen- 
etically similaj; a single rii-’ rease can 
wipe them out Ditto with computer 
systems: as Microsoft becomes in- 
creasingly dominant, the users of its 
programs are open to weaknesses 
that they may not know east - until 
it is too late. 

Thousands of companies today 
rely blindly on Microsoft's word 
processing and e-mail packages. 
But for anyone with a sense of mis- 
chief writing a mini-program (called 
a “macro") that is embedded in a 
document and does what Melissa 
does is the work of a few hours. 

Efforts to trade down the virus 
author began soon after the first 
copies of “listdoc" (the website list) 
were identified as the virus-carrier 
Netizens rapidly derided that the au- 
thor's name was John Holmes, that 
he was running Windows 95 or Win- 
dows 98, and was connected to a net- 


work. They also knew who made the 
network connector That reformation 
was extracted from the document it- 
self- automatically inserted, with- 
out the user's knowledge, by 
Microsoft Word (a revelation that 
caused outcry a few weeks agol 

If “John Holmes" is toe culprit, he 
probably is not a power-crazed 
m a n i a c. 6 la Ernst Stavro Blofeld, 
sitting in state stroking his cat 
More likely he will be a teenager; who 
spends most of his time in his bed- 
room, undisturbed by Ins Midwest- 
ern American parents, who is 
fascinated by computers and espe- 
cially in controlling them. His motive 
is not to get rich: it is to get noticed 
by bis peers - other virus-writers. 

“Most virus-writers are adoles- 
cents with a point to prove." says 
David Emm. an anti-virus specialist 
“They’re usually bored and frus- 
trated and they take on virus-detec- 
tors to try to prove how clever they 
are. Most are veiy competitive, but 
lose interest in their early twenties.” 

Strange as it may seem, computer 
hackers, who are generally the 
same aga hate virus-writers, seeing 
them as people who do not respect 
the machines they target Hackers 
find thrills in entering and control- 
ling another computer Virus-writers 
send their progeny out, usually to 
cause destruction and damage. 


Melissa is part of the new gener- 
ation of viruses which have appeared 
since computing became integrated 
into the modem business world. In 
the Eighties, primitive viruses relied 
on floppy disks to spread The arrival 
of electronic mail in the Nineties, and 
of “attachments’' (files such as word 
processing documents and spread- 
sheet files), meant information could 
be spread far faster than ever before. 
So could viruses. 

Attachments gave rise to the 
“macro” virus, developed within 
Microsoft by a freelance. Though his 
identity Is unknown, he apparently 
realised one day in 1995 while tin- 
kering with Microsoft Word that he 
could create a virus-like program 
using its macros. Called “Prank” or 
“Concept 1 ' by virus-cataloguers, its 
first recorded appearance is on a 
CD-Rom sent out in early 1995 by 
Microsoft to program-developers. 

The corporation has always been 
uncomfortable about the fact that 
first DOS and Windows, its world- 
swallowing operating systems, and 
then Word, have been so prey to 
virus-writers. In 1996 Stuart Ander- 
son, then Microsoft UK’s support 
services manage; said: “To consider 
taking out the functionality [that 
makes macro-viruses feasible] 
would be a step back. I mean, can 
you have too much functionality?” 


After this weekend, you would 
tend to answer yes. By yesterday 
there were at least three new 
“strains” of Melissa whirling around, 
one named “Papa” and using Micro- 
soft’s Excel spreadsheet rather than 
Word to propagate, and copying it- 
self to 60 people rather than 50. 

If nothing else, the problems of 
macro-viruses have shown the 
weakness inherent in Microsoft’s 
dominance of both business software 
and home PCs. Many people are 
paranoid about downloading files 
from the Internet - a fear which 
hoaxers exploit by creating 
messages that warn: ‘ If you get an 
e-mail entitled JOIN THE CREW 
then don’t open it, it will destroy your 
computer!! Send this message to 50 
friends to warn them too!!” The only 
difference about Melissa, of course, 
is that it automates the sending 
process. 

Meanwhile the anti-virus busi- 
ness has become a worldwide 
industry worth hundreds of mil- 
lions of pounds. 

But while it is the virus-writers 
who create the potential for damage, 
to some extent the users and the 
writers of the software have to 
shoulder some blame. If Word 
macros could not automatically 
access the electronic address book, 
Melissa would be impossible; if the 
e-mail program could not automat- 
ically open a document; and so on. 
“Sure, toe problem is the default set- 
tings Microsoft puts in,” said Jack 
Clark of Network Associates In- 
ternational, an anti-virus company. 
“But people want functionality. We 
always encourage people to change 
the defaults.” 

In the end, virus-writers will 
always find a way in -especially with 
mare and more inexperienced users 
who want less and less involve- 
ment with their machines. To 
quote a comment spotted on 
the Internet yesterday: “If 
you make it idiot-proof, 
they will make a better 
idiot” 




THE IRRITATIONS OF 

modern Life 


35. URBAN CHIC BY KATE MULVEY 


WALKING DOWN the street the 
other day, I did a double-take. 
Had the war spread to central 
London? A blonde babe 
wearing camouflage combat 
trousers and a fleece jacket 
was talking into her mobile 
phone, looking more Kosovo 
than Bond Street A couple of 
Soho film producers in bright 
yellow Prada Gore-ltex jackets 
looted like they should be 
putting out a fire rather than 
enjoying a business lunch. 

Urban utility wear; which 
started out as an anti-fashion 
statement reserved for the 
loved-up E generation, has 
come out of the trip-hop clubs 
and on to toe catwalk. Cutting- 
edge fashion designers have 
gone Pac-a-Mac crazy. For its 
spring collection, Prada sent 
models down the catwalk in 
neoprene walking skirts and 
trekking boots, and those 
sometime purveyors of 
sophisticated style, Louis 
Vuitton and Ralph Lauren, 
have gone cagoule mad. 
Instead of smart jackets and 
lacy cardigans, it’s Millets 
meets army surplus store. 

Otherwise sensible girls 
with perfect hair and make-up 
swan around the Met Ban 
China White’s and other trendy 
watering holes in sleeveless 
Puffa jackets and shapeless 
track pants looking as if they're 
about to attend a militant 
feminist meeting rather than 
giggle and drink champagne. 

What’s happened to good old 
sex-on-legs clothing? Oh, you 
remember: plunging necklines 
and stockings from Agent 
Provocateur begging to be torn 
off in a frenzy of sexual desire? 
Am I the only Nineties rhirk 
without anything with storm 
flaps or a goose-down lining? 

Of course, my hip sisters will 
say, I am missing the point 
Nike walking boots and North 
Face Puffa jackets are not 
about denying one’s sexuality, 
they say: it expresses the post- 
feminist nonchalant attitude to 
dressing. The modem urban 
chick is relaxed about her 
sexuality; she doesn’t need to 
display her wares in an overtly 
sexual manner. Why teeter on 
stilettos when you can slouch 
in a pair of Birkenstocks? 


Utflity girl: Nicky Appleton 
of All Saints. Big Pictures 

Clothing to me means sexual 
power: On toe Continent, no 
self-respecting woman would 
be seen without her figure- 
enhancing taitteur or four-inch 
heels. To hen part of being a 
woman is about dressing up 
and creating glam our. 

Of course, unisex dressing is 
nothing new; women have been 
adopting male clothing since 
the Twenties when Coco 
Chanel encouraged women to 
wear loose-fitting trousers. But 
these were feminine and fluid, 
and flattered the female form. 
Similarly, the militant feminists 
of the Seventies swarmed 
around with a copy of The 
temale Eunuch, dressed in 
mannish suits with wide- 
lapelled shirts and waistcoats 
(remember Charlie's Angels ? ) . 
The aim was to reconstruct 
male clothing to show the 
female form to advantage. 

I am not advocating a return 

to the pnm and proper Fifties, 
when a woman’s only assets 
w«e her petite waistline and 
cordon bleu cooking skills. But 
Girl Power is not just about the 
choice to wear what you want, 
but to be, you know, a girl 
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foess, £90, fey French Connection, 249 Regent Street, London 
W1 (enquiries 0171-399 7200); floral coat, £1,420, by Paul Smith 
Women (enquiries 0171-379 7133) 



call me 
mellow 
yellow 



Top, £495, by Owen Gaster, from Selfridges, Oxford Street, London W1 (enquiries 0171-580 9984); satin snnray pleat skirt, £165, by 
The Scotch House, 84 Regent Street, London Wl (enquiries 0171-495 5767). Phatognpher Anna Stevenson. Stylist Holty Wood. Hair 
James Mooney at Pond Wmdle, using Bumble and Bumble. Makeup: Frryal Arnett, using Lancdme. Modek Mavread Mchugh at take two 



Avoid the sulphurous and wear it washed out - and you, too, can 

^ 

carry off the season’s hottest colour. By Rebecca Lowthorpe 




Left Gingham 
smrt; £140, by 
Paul Smith 
Women, 41 
Floral Street, 
London WC2 


Right Jumper; 
£69.95, by 
Karen lUQUen, 
262-264 Regent 
Street, London 
Wl (enquiries 
01622-664 032); 
check skirt, 
£35, by 
Warehouse 
(enquiries 
0171-278 3491) 



I f you don't like colour; you have a 
fashion crisis on your hands this 

season. Sorry to cause alarm, but 

this is not one of those insignifi- 
cant trends aimed at fashion’s un- 
derground movers and shakers. 
This is a surging, all-encom- 
passing movement that targets everyone, 
whether you shop at Westwood or ware- 
house, Marks & Spencer or M a xM a ra . 

Designers have fallen head over heels 
ilt colour - vivid, eye-popping colour; that 
is. Fu chsia, emerald, aquamarine, coral, 
turquoise, melon, ruby Btac, crimson.. .you 
get the picture. . 

Call it a fashionable whim, an inevitable 
hapfcjto sh to the interminable seas ons of 
grey, or a last-minute surge of optimism 

at tiw end of the century. Fbr whatev^ rea- 
son, sludge is out, colour is in - and with 


ice. 

jdlsstartedtormgwhenthetn- 
nastara of monochrome - Cahnn 

. _ l rr, of Oniv, 


d their usual slick but sooercas- 

throbbing shades of neon pink, 
ue and splashy tropical flower 

, L! El kRolrml hnrrf he- 



ll their black uniforms and 
started buying up the worid*s 
ightly coloured pas hmmas . 
even the most colourfrieudly 

ton there is one spectrum that 

widespread panic - yellow- 
iTs egg-yolk felt sMrts to Mar- 
's sulphurous sunflower shell 


taps, to banana silks at John Rocha and By- 
blos, yellows are regarded with deep sus- 
picion. Is there any wonder? T&How seems 
to endow most complexions with a death- 
ly paltac It’s the difference between the bil- 
ious look of the Norwich City Canaries and 
the Brazilian national football team who, 
in their dynamfcyeDowkit, look the picture 

of health. 

Still, if there’s ary time to try out yel- 
low, it’s now. After all, this is the season of 
fluffy chicks, daflbcfils and, of course, East- 
er eggs. “It’s a great colour for Easter; es- 
pecially if you want to be recognised in a 
crowd,” says Caroline Bennett of Color Me 
B^u tifoL “And ffs good for cheering your- 
self up, too.” What’s more, it doesn’t have 
to be a violent strain of yellow. As the pic- 
tures on this page prove, ydlow-ofthe pale 
interesting variety- can loob;weD, pate 
and interesting. 

Paul Smith, never a designer to put any- 
thing on the catwalk that wontworkin real 
life, tried out a shade he calls ■^vashfid-ont 
xpfriWi Ha Kflyg ilht mmatA*; wen the 

milkiest of skin times. “It's a warm shade 
that gives afresh and optimistic feel after 
so much deadening blade, winch now 
looks so dated.' 9 His advice is to beep harp- 
er shades aw^y from your fece and wear 
softer tones with pure white or dusty pas- 
tels. (Check out his custard-cre am duster 

coat dappled with pink roses, above) 

Owen Gaster may hail from the other 

side of the design tracks to Smith, but even 
he refused to inflict tzs with a searing yel- 
low at his springfeummer show. “I know 


yell ow can look dodgy on white skin, but 
this mflky lemon shade gave a softer spin 
to my coBectkn,” he says thonghtfiiBy But 
does this 29-year-old designer wear yellow 
himself? “Yeah. One of my favourite 
junqiersisayelkwPriri^e,butIonlywear 
it on Sundays. 

"Ybu\« gat to be brave to wearyeDow" 
says Gastev xriio adds that the key to wear- 
ing bright yellow is to match it with an 
equally strong red. His tip is simply to 
"wear it with confidence”. 

Whore designers lead, the hi gh street 
follows, in Oris case cautiously. “Don't 
wear ft from head to toeF 1 laughs Ludtoda 

Lee, head of design at TCferefaouse. “It’s not 
a difficult colour to wear if yon mix ft with 
others - black, denim or white. Whatever 
you do,” she warns, “wear it in modera- 
tion. 1 * Warehouse's range inriuries strap- 
py vests, fitted cotton shirts and knitted 
twinsets in the softest primrose. 

Karen Millen, the mistress of sharp tai- 
loring on the high street, is never one to 
shirk from t h e h ottest vibrant co l our trend. 
She says the way to make yellow look fresh 
and modem is to wear it with pale greys 
(see; last seasons wardrobe will still come 
in handy) and sporty blacks but it “looks 
sharpest and strongest as an arrtmt, to 
dean, stark white” 

So, the experts say if*s possible. If you 
follow then 1 advice you wont end up re- 
sembling a l»g chicken or looking jaun- 
diced. And looking on the (bright) side of 
things, next season’s big colour trend is or- 
ange. Now there’s a tricky colour... 


Deep Clean Pore Strips. 
Take away blackheads, 
add 200 Boots 



Advantage 

points. 

There’s no better way to remove black- 
heads from your nose than Neutrogena 
Deep Clean Pore Strips. And gain 200 
points on your Boots Advantage Card. 
These dermatologist-tested strips work 
in two ways. First, they instantly and 
effectively remove clogged pores and 
blackheads. And second, they absorb 
excess oil that can create them in the 
first place. So, with Neutrogena Deep 
Clean Port Strips, you can- be sure your 
pores are completely clean and oil free 
for just £4.99. And those points on your 
Boots Advantage Card look healthier too. 


Neutrogena* 

Recommended by dermatologists 


OfTeria subject u> awllabUity. while stocks bat. st pamdpuixig Bools stores from 24AV99 to the 2CVD4/99 tnclnstae. 
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, , ant it. P y David Thomas 

The praise lavished on Little Voice could take Jane Horrocks to Hollywood superstardom. A s if she ow 


The mother of all Bubbles 


T he first time I met Jane 
Horrocks, I didn’t take to 
her at all. The second time 
I met her, I practically fell 
in love. Such are the 
psychodynamics of the in- 
terview. My first was in 
September 1995, in the dressing-room of 
a photo-studio. Jane sat opposite the mir- 
ror; T was perched to one side. We did our 
best to maintain a conversation while a 
make-up artist fluttered around her face. 
She was about to open as Lady Macbeth 
in Mark Rylance's production of the Scot- 
tish play. “Td say that 95 per cent of the pro- 
ductions Fve seen of Shakespeare have 
been abysmal,” she proclaimed, with regal 
authority. 

The RSC tradition, she said, encouraged 
snobbery and elitism. The idea that actors 
required training to speak blank verse was 
“Bollocks! It's just bollocks." But the Ry- 
lance production, in which Horrocks’s 
Lady Mac would urinate, live on stage, was 
going to break new ground. “I did Macbeth 
at Rada and I always wanted to do it pro- 
fessionally. but with the right person. 
There's no point playing Lady Macbeth un- 
less you respect your Macbeth, and I re- 
ally do respect Mark.” 

The more I heard, the more I suspect- 
ed that this would be sort of theatrical deba- 
cle that only Macbeth can engender Sure 
enough, the production was thoroughly 
panned, and Horrocks has recently been 
reported as saying that the experience of 
hernightty wee put beroff stage acting for 
good. But if her feelings about Macbeth 
have changed, there are other aspects of 
her life and character that must surely have 
stayed the same. 

“I learnt the art of acting quite early on," 
she said “I could wrap my parents round 
my little fingeq but I had two brothers who 
were quite tough going, so I had to fight 
for attention. They put me in my place. It 
used to be, ‘Oh shut up. Jane, yer bloody 
thick.' But they are more in awe than they 
used to be” 

She didn't want to discuss her then 
boyfriend, the theatre director Sam 
Mendes, and seemed on the cusp of some 
sort of personal change. “I think I was quite 
ambitious when I was in my twenties, but 
new Tm looking for something else. I'm just 
not as satisfied as I used to be by things 
I get bored realty really quickly. I'm not nat- 
urally contented I wish I was, but I have 
a very vivid imagination and unless that's 
used I get really frustrated” 

Now cut to February 1999. 1 met Jane 
Horrocks again in a restaurant in Twick- 
enham. This time we were discussing 
Hunting Venus, an insubstantial but en- 
joyable TV movie about an Eighties New 
Romantic pop group, reunited for a come- 
back show by their sole remaining fans, a 
pair of lesbians, one of whom is Horrocks. 
It stars Martin Clones and Neil Morrissey 
and was scripted by the 37-year-old screen- 
writer Nick Vivian, Horrocks’s partner and 
the father of her two-year-old son. 

Now deep info toe third trimester of her 
second pregnancy, she had just the neat- 
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Jane Horrocks: Jennifer Saunders had only to exaggerate her natural character to create Bubble In Absolutely Fabulous’ 


David Sandison 


est of bumps to suggest her condition. (A 
daughter; Molly, was bom lOdaysagoJAnd 
across a small table, something became ap- 
parent that had not been obvious at my pre- 
vious side-on interview: she is ravishingly 
pretty with huge blue eyes set in a delicate, 
elfin face. Not that this was of any use to 
me, because those eyes spent most of the 
time looking at Nick Vivian, sitting next to 
her; with the mixture of amusement, ado- 
ration, possessiveness and absolute open- 
ness that women reserve for those whom 
they truly love. 

“It’s such a refiefnot to be talking about 
LitSe\bice, n she said The couple were just 
back from attending the Golden Globes 
awards in Hollywood Horrocks had been 
nominated Best Actress in a Comedy for 
her performance as the Northern wall- 
flower who can sing like Garland, Holliday 
and Bassey, but she lost out to Gwyneth 
Paltrow. They’d sat at a table a few feet 
from Jim Carrey The whole place had been 
teeming wife superstars. “That sort of hype 
is so alien to fee world as we know it," said 
Jane. “You can only stand open-mouthed 
And the speeches are downright embar- 


rassing What have Mum and Dad and your 
brothers and sisters got to do wife the film? 
And thanking God - it’s pitifuL" 

The occasion had given her no desire 
togo West in search of superstardom: “Air- 
port photographers caught us getting off 
the plane from LA I never thought it would 
happen to me, so Tdmade no effort. Imag- 
ine what it must be like having to spend 
two hours in the loo before you land, 
preparing for the cameras." 

Outride it began to rain. Jane peered 
anxiously through the window. *Tm wor- 
ried about my washing.” she said “Bin a 
washing obsessive. If Steven Spielberg 
called up on laundry day and offered me 
a film Td say, hang on a second. Pm doing 
my wash." 

And if a big Hollywood star wanted her 
as his on-screen partner? “It depends what 
fee script was lie. If it’s rubbish, what’s 
the point?" 

Er... money, usually She gri m a c ed 
“Money’s not my thing” 

In these more relaxed circumstances, 
both Jane’s wit and her comic timing be- 
came more evident It was easy to see how 


J ennifer Saunders had only to exagger- 
ate her natural character to create 
Bubble, the daffy secretary in Ah Fife. We 
started talking about Hunting Verms. 
Nick Vivian had been toying wife the story 
for years. At the start Jane was just an 
actress whom he admired, but who kept 
turning down offers to appear in things 
he’d written: “Two things," she interject- 
ed. “And one of them was for charity." By 
the time he finally sat down to write, they 
were living together. (The thing that 
made the difference to their relationship, 
Nick said later; was drink.) 

As he wrote, Nick discussed his new 
script with Jane. Op at least he tried to. 
“I always used to show Jane bits and bobs 
of what I was writing, but I've learnt not 
to do that any more - there's an immedi- 
ate response of boredom.” Horrocks: “He 
reads them out to me in a pompous fash- 
ion. Td rather read it on the page." Vivian: 
“She’s right IBs much better to keep my 
trap shut until it’s finished." A pause, then 
Horrocks again: “He’s not an actor; when 
all’s said and done.” She, like every one of 
the film’s thirtysomething cast had fond 


memories of the New Romantic era. “I re- 
member going to this dub in Rochester; 
where 1 lived, called fee Lodestar: They 
played Bryan Ferry Bowie and a bit of 
Adam Ant It was such a weirdo period, but 
very exciting. There was a threat in the air 
abewt those dubs -wefl, there certainly was 
about that one. They used to hit people with 
bits of wood. 

“I did a fashion show for a local hair- 
dresser called Tbny Winder He dyed my 
hair pink and did it all up ft to New Ro- 
mantic and he'd roped in these other 

three girls who were proper punks and re- 
alty quite hard. So they came down the cat- 
walk to Bow Wiow Wow and everyone was 
silent wife fear ThenI came dancing down 
and they all roared with laughter I went 
'Why? I look hard as wefl. I look tough- Why 
are you laughing at me?’ I was furious.” 

Talking about the making of Hunting 
Venus, Jane recalled that she watched the 
England vs Argentina World Cup match 
wife Nefl Morrissey in the hotel where they 
were staying while on Location. Morrissey 
had spent fee entire game agonising about 


“I was in the Soho House with Kathy 
Lloyd that night” interrupted Nick Vivian. 

“Feeling her busts,” said Jane. 

“I wasn’t...” 

“You were feeling her busts brushing 
against you." 

Vivian defended himself “When Sol 
Campbell scored, I flung my arms round 
Kathy, only to realise that she had 
turned round, so I had one hand on each 
breast I said, “I’m terribly sorry. Kathy." 

She said, “It doesn’t matter, we’ve scored" 

So when it was disallowed I felt like a 
terrible old fraud. But she didn't seem to 

mind. ..” 

“That’s his story.” said Jane, in mock 
indignation. 

I paid the restaurant bill and we went 
out into the south London drizzle. Jane and 
Nick needed to bqy something for supper. 

I last saw them wandering off in search Jh ' 
of a butcher. None of the passers-by ” 
recognised the tiny blonde in the baggy 
coat Jane Horrocks didn't seem to mind 
that at all 
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‘Hunting Venus', tonight 9pm, ITV 


Closing time, 
gentlemen, please 


THE very idea of a Status Quo pub 
tour seems appropriate. After all. 
the East End boys made good have 
done little more than purvey the 
most straightforward boogie for more 
than 30 years now. 

The idea of playing a series of dates 
for long-serving fan club members in 
such venues as this - a shrine to heavy 
rock where the tikes of Iron Maiden 
started out on their road to world dom- 
ination - makes a lot of sense. Basic 
music in basic surroundings - it has 
to be better than vile barns such as 
the NEC and the Wembley Arena, 
venues that positively discourage 
drinldng and dancing, and generally 
getting any. er, rocks off. 

The Nineties have hardly been 
kind to the Quo. Hits have tailed off 
and their attempt to sue Radio 1 in 
1993 after a pretty limp remake of 
“Fin Fin Fin" with the Beach Boys 
was left off the play list la bemused 


Pop 


STATUS OUO 

RUSKIN ARMS. 
MANOR PARK. LONDON 


Brian Wilson was seen on The Des 
O'Connor Show, skulking at the bade 
and looking as if he’d rather be in 
rehab than on stage), came across to 
many as a publicity stunt that back- 
fired. But although feeir appeal may 
have become more, uh, selective over 
the years, they’re still as much a part 
of British culture as jellied eels and 
the Queen Mum, two other things that 
many peopte could happity do without. 

Thor influence, however; is un- 
deniable, if unconscious. How many 
aspiring musicians must have 
watched them on Tbp of the Pops, 
thought “I could do that” and improved 
on the template? At fee height of the 
Britpop Wars, the Qu oasis T-shirt 


sold by the Mancunian pretenders was 
a knowing nod to detractors. 

The “home of heavy metal" must 
be smaller than fee rooms Quo re- 
hearse in. But the crowd -clearly un- 
aware of denim’s unfoshionabtiity - 
lapped them up in their natural sur- 
roundings. For at a distance of 30ft or 
less, these 50-somethings stEQ rock, or 
boogie at least 

Francis Rossi fas ever sporting a 
ponytail and grandad shirt) looked 
more comfortable than his long-time 
cohort Rick Parfitt (tanned, wearing 
a goM guitar pendant, and looking less 
than awed by his surroundings). 
“Again mid Again", “Sweet Caro- 
line”. a medley including “Mystery 
Song” and “Wild Side of life” feat de- 
fies critical analysis were all neat 
noisy and intact 

Yet the years roll on. An unexcep- 
tional “Robbing All Over The World'’, 
which must have funded a few law- 



Status Quo’s influence is undeniable if unconscious Tom Craig 


suits for its authoc the legendary 
American curmudgeon John Fogerty 
seems perfunctory. As they rushed 
through a verse each of Fifties 
rock’n'roll classics as an encore, you 


felt time dosing in on them. Ashes to 
ashes, pubs to pubs. 

Steve jelbert 
A version of this review appearedin 
later editions of yesterday’s paper 


The Passion retold in minimalist form 


JONATHAN HARVEY is a composer 
whose range of interests indudes fee 
Sanskrit Rig Veda, electronic music, 
Stockhausen and the theosophy of 
Rudolf Steiner: On Thursday at St 
John's Smith Square, however; the 
focus of his work turned powerfully on 
to a subject whose resonance is as old 
as it is central to toe European tra- 
dition: the Easter story. 

At this time of year; choirs and 
orchestras need no excuse to ten out 
fee myth as superbly recounted in 
Handel’s Messiah or the Bach Pas- 
sions. Easter; after all is the essen- 
tial Christian festival and what with 
the re-paganisation of Christmas into 
a mid-winter orgy; perhaps the only 

one that remains uniquely spiritual in 


Classical 


JONATHAN HARVEY 

ST JOHN’S SMITH SQUARE 
LONDON 


its concern with the full meaning of 
the Incarnation. Top marks, none 
the less, to those valiant upholders of 
contemporary music, Sinfonia 21, for 
daring to programme a modern 
account of the Passion, Harvey’s 
religious drama. Passion and Res- 
urrection, written in 198 L and pre- 
dating the revivalist mood of more 
recent works by so-called “faith min- 
imalist” composers. 

Passion and Resurrection began 
wife the simplest of liturgical mater- 


ial: part of the communion rite from 

the Book of Common Prayer, “do 
this in remembrance of me”, sung in 
JohnMerbecke’s 16th-century setting 
by members of the BBC Singers, 
conducted by Martin Neary. 

The 11 sections that flowed from 
this opening each followed the pattern 
Of scene and interlude. Urgent tele- 
graphic paraphrases of events in 
sung dialogue preceded no less pun- 
gen tty elliptical depictions of events 
set in terms of instrumental music. 
These latter; feat of the seizing and 
binding of Christ for example, were 
late-Stravmskianin flavour; fetal bun- 
dles’ of biting and scratching solo 
strings set at odds with one another 
in registra! extremes. 


In contrast, the evening's other 
characteristic sound was that of fee 
musical “halo”, whether of delicate 
violin harmonics enrobing the 
majestic voice of Stuart McIntyre’s 
Jesus, or the shining organ clusters 
that accompanied fee con gr e gational 
singing of the plainsong hymns 
Pange Lingua and Vez&a Regis. 

If Judas was for Elgar the figure of 
human interest in TheAposties, then 
for Harvey in Passion and Resur- 
rection, it was Pilate who assumed a 
rounded dimension, in so far as fee 
schematic form allowed. Tightly con- 
trolled, the drama, which existed as 
much in fee pauses and violent dis- 
solves between scenes as within 
them, was cumulative, resolving itself 


into fee final episode, “The Resur- 
rection Garden”. Here, in music dom- 
inated by Alison Smart’s Mazy 
Magdalene, and fee Tippett-like ra- 
diance of Christ’s closing monologue, 
the crux of the story was apparent: 
physical regeneration not dreamed of 
in heaven, but occurring somewhere 
downstairs in our reality. 

Whether or not your disbelief was 
willingly suspended, fee ending was 
impressive: a final blessing, then 
echoing fanfares from trombones, 
horns and tuba processing through 
fee audience and outside, via church 
doors flung open to tiie four winds, the 
four elements, and the four imagined 
corners of the world. 

Nicholas Williams 


Whoops ! 
Apocalypse 


DREAMING BEGINS with can- 
nonfire: Boom Boom. Later 
“There’s a fty in my soup.” “Til 
get a spider" Boom Boom. 

This is the kind of juxtapo- 
sition Peter Barnes loves. Ir- 
reverence is his trustiest 
weapon, and, as fee lead char- 
acter Mallory says, “nothing is 
sacred or powerful unless you 
make it so” Thus Christ steps 
off a crucifix to kvetdi about his 
father; and Skelton, who longs 
for death, rails against the 
spring: “All that renewal. ” 

Barnes's model tone, and im- 
agery, draws upon the sardon- 
ic grotesquerie of Brueghel 
and Bosch and this new play is 
set in fee apocalyptic closure of 
the Middle Ages, spe cificall y 
after fee Battle of Tewkesbury 
1471. The Wars of the Roses 
pauses to gasp for breath, and 
Mallory, a saddened oa pfain, 
sets off forborne. His compan- 
ions are the reluctant survivor 
Skelton, Davy, a mercenary 
boy, Bess who knows the world 

is too weary for her hard-bitten 
wisdom, and later KeU, a priest 
who has defrocked hims elf 

Although the home and fam- 
ily Mallory abandoned have 
been destroyed, Mallory con- 
tinues what becomes a 
metaphorical quest in which 
home becomes “Home”. Ac- 
quiring a new wife on the vrav, 
he and his band battle on. 

They traverse an horrific, 
symbolic landscape brilliantly 
realised in Stephen Bri mson- 
Lewis’s design, wife its glass 
floor where fee dismembered 
dead are buried like specimens 
in a case. Under Alan Bur- 
retfs lighting this becomes by 
turns a skating lake, a swamp 
and a riven Even so the play’s 
allegorical weight becomes 
hard to bear; not least because 
fee work contradicts itself in 
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both style and substance. Skel- 
ton says life is a journey; Davy 
says it is a race; Bess says it is 
a dance. Led by her, they then 
perform a beautiful little sand 
shuffle. In that hint of Wilson, 
Keppel and Betty is the irrev- 
erence again, and dancing 
which is graceful pointless and 
stays on one spot is the right 
metaphor for this vision. 

But Barnes finally lays more 
stress on Mallory’s sacred jour- 
ney and despite Gerard Mur- 
phy’s imposing, welted 
presence, the character is 
empty, has little to say and 
ends as a surprisingly roman- 
tic hero silent upon a snowy 
peak, fixed forever in the icy 
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fastness of fee purity of his vi* jk; 


sion. If ever there was a mo- 
ment for Boom Boom— or Bert 
Brecht - this is it. 

Yfet when the comic can- 
nonfire is at its thickest there 
are plenty of misses. Inthefirst, 
long 70 minutes, althou g h 

Barnes’s extravagant imagi- 
nation is pedalling hard, and fee 
costumes waving frantically 
director Matthew Lloyd never 
seems to lift the show to a 
manic enough level The best 
moments are in the acting 
Greg Hicks’s saturnine Skelton, 

Pbul Jessoa’s pained joviality as 
Kell Richard Bremmer’s lanky 
Crouchback and, best of all a t 
performance of wonderful ease 'wt 
and subtlety from D3ys Laye as * 

Bess, really fee play's most in- 
teresting character - its true 
Mother Courage. 

Jeffrey Wainwright 
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End of the 
* winter of 
discontent? 


Accused of lacklustre acting, mediocre 
direction and poor leadership, can the 
Royal Shakespeare Company recover its 
credibility? Artistic director Adrian Noble 
gives a rare interview to David Lister 


r 


T he real dramas often, take 
place backstage. One 
occurred at the Royal 
Shakespeare Company 
ea r lier this yean Adrian 
Noble, by far the most shy 
and reserved of the insti- 
tution's four artistic directors over the past 
38 years, lost his cool 
It has been a difficult three years for 
Noble. He has endured what he considers 
to be a campaign of vitriol since he took 
the RSC away from London for six months 
of theyeac Productions have been accused 
of me£oa% the acting company has been 
accused of a lack of charisma, and Britain’s 
foremost classical company has been ac- 
cused of having an undear policy platform. 

Noble suffered in silence. He gave vir- 
malty no interviews, though privately he 
4pt bewildered at the lade of acknowl- 
edgement of his efforts to modernise the 
company and widen the repertoire; his 
plans to rebuild the main house in Britain 
for the benefit of audiences, actors aixl di- 
rectors; and his success in taking the com- 
pany to towns in Britain that had never 
seen the RSC. 

Then one attack too many made even 
this most languid of individuals blow a fuse. 
A Sunday newspaper critic wrote that the 
company had suffered a dismal falling-off 
and could not attract top-class actors or dir- 
ectors and that there were fatal flaws in 
leadership. Noble wrote to him at his 
home address saying he was “angry and 
appalled”, and flayed him for “unattributed 
tittle-tattle, manmniriBR and half-truths”. 

When I met Adrian Noble in his office 
at the Barbican for his first wide-ranging 
interview for a long time, he was still re- 
sentful about the criticism. However; the 
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ARlan McCanHe and SirineSaba in this season’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’; left, Adrian Noble 


reviews for the company’s opening shows 
brings a lustre to the “new confidence and 
vigour" he discerns in the company. 

“I have been radical in what I have 
done,” he said, “but I have had three years 
of criticism. And, yes, I do believe it is be- 
cause of my decision to move the compa- 
ny out of London. 


“The critics are against modernisa- 
tion- It has been a bumpy three years. The 
agenda was to create new energy Ibelieve 
that was a vital task. We can now pro- 
gramme more flexihly and tackle issues 
more creativefy in terms of casting, tour- 
ing and repertoire. 

“The fact that it created ructions in- 
ternally and externally is no surprise: I did 
find it surprising that a lot of journalists 
found it difficult to address the broader 
agenda. I think there has been a feeding 
fremy in the press at the ex pense of the 
RSC which has led to quite a number of un- 
just attacks on its productions and actors. 

“Stephen Poliakoff says that if he does 
a play at the National Theatre, they write 
about the play. Atthe RSC, half of the re- 
view is about the BSC’S policy. There’s no 
question that the critics’ agenda is our 
leaving London. But what we have done 
has become government policy 

“The Government is interested in qual- 
ity, but also in who sees the work. I’ve newer 
regretted the dedsion to leave London. It’s 
opened up the repertoire." 

Most importantly notjust for what it says 
about the repertoire but for what it says 
about how audiences now need to be 
coaxed into Shakespeare, NoMe is insistent 


on opening up the main stage at Stratford 
to non-Shakespearian productions, as he 
did last year with 27ie Schoolfor Scandal 
and the show that has had a huge impact 
an his wbole philosophy; his production of 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. 

“We (fid a lot of research on Lion and it 
attracted 80,000 newcomers. Of those, 60 
per cent were youn^ters. It’s fantastically 
important to get young people into the 
theatre, to own it, to celebrate it Lion has 
b een amazingl y good for the company. In 
the main house, we always bad just Shake- 
speare and we rarely efid anything that was 
just for families. From now on, every sea- 
son wifi have something purelyfor the fam- 
fly audience.” 

- It is, an the one hand, a depressing ad- 
mission that despite the euphoria sur- 
rounding Shakespeare m Love, the real 

thing now needs gatwray family shows to 
draw in new audiences. But on the other 
hand, if the productions areas weD received 
as The Lion, die Wtteh and die Wardrobe 
and The School jbr Scandal, then it could 
be an effective route into S h akespea re . 

Should we not be absolutely honest and 
admit that it is becoming harder to get au- 
diences to come to Shakespeare? Noble 
pauses for a long time. 


“Look, Shakespeare is trickier than 
Bhxc But it's to do with how we teach peo- 
ple at school. Shakespeare isn't easy stuff 
for young people. Of course it isift Theatre- 
going needs to be a habit and tpnnhmg 
needs to be as imaginative as possihle.” 

On the latter point, he intends to lead 
the way. Last week, the RSC received a bas- 
ketful of good notices for both Wpone and 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. But for 
Noble the most m gnifirant event of the 
week related to his vision of the company's 
educational role. He signed up Clare 
Enables, principal of the Brit School ofPsr- 
fo rming Arts and Technology and former 
director of the Crucible Theatre in 
Shp.ffip.ld, as his new bead of education. 

It is a high-profile appointment that af- 
firms his new and wider remit 

Noble becomes visibly excited as he 
says: “We will have demonstrations, lec- 
tures and many more show-related events. 
I would like, as part of our rebuild, to have 
an education centre in Stratford. Imagine 
(me you conld spend a day in: in the morn- 
ing do a voice session with Cicely Berry 
see Romeo and Juliet in the afternoon, 
then pull down from the digital archive four 
versions of Romeo and Juliet Of course, 
you’d do BazLuhrxnann, but you’d also lis- 


ten to Peggy Ashcroft do it, then talk about 
it The tip of the icebergis the performance. 
At the moment we have no education cen- 
tre; we hire a church hall IPs pathetic.” 

(hi stage, one of the more hurtfol criti- 
cisms must have been that the standard of 
verse-speaking had fallen. Noble came into 
the job in 1991 pledged to improve verse- 
speaking. He acknowledges the difficulties 
caused by the lack of proper classical 
training in d rama schools. But he has in- 
stigated the most intensive work on verse- 
speaking in the company's history- weekly 
three-and*-balfhour verse-speaking woric- 
shops for the entire company. And while it 
is hard not to lookback nostalgically just a 
few years to a company that included 
Simon Russell Beale, Robert Stephens, John 
Wood and Amanda Root, Noble is adamant 
that the new arrangements are attracting 
high-calibre actors again. 

Some critics have detected a change in 
company ethos, most notably in Robert 
Lindsay’s show-stealing tour deforce as 
Richard IDL 

1 think iPs unfair;” says Noble. “The 
personalities of all the cast were comple- 
menting what Bob was doing. The summer 
season is the centre of our work, and thaPs 
a company that's no different from the 


companies we have had in Stratford for 
38 years.” 

And what of those who disagree, argu- 
ing that at times the quality does not run 
right through the company, a point made 
in private fay directors as weD as critics? 

“I dotft foiow how to answer that,” says 
Noble. “I didn't find that in the company that 
did The Tempest or The Merchant of 
Venice. I watched the run-throughs of 
lfelpone and the actors were wonderful.” 

After a long and steady battering, Noble 
can now look with satisfaction at the sta- 
tistics. Three years after Tearing" London, 
the RSC has in the past year been seen by 
more people at various London venues 
than it was over a similar period in its fiill- 
time Barbican days, and the new Stratford 
season has taken £2m in bookings. 

“The company is demonstrating great 
vigour and self confidence,” he says. And, 
casting himself a trifle bizarrely as a dra- 
matic Kevin Keegan, he believes the na- 
tion will rally round. 

“I don't go to football, but I support the 
national team. I want people to feel that 
same ownership of the RSC.” 

! A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ and r Wr 
pone' at the RSC Stratford (01789295623) 


ON THE FRINGE 

SIAND UP OLD RED UON ■ UP AGAMST T« WALL TR1CK1E 
Low Rying arcraft orange trh= 


WHEN SO much bustling and 
tussling goes on in the 
dressing-room, it’s surprising 
that performers and 
productions ever make it to the 
stage. It's more astonishing 
still when, going by the 
shambolic rehearsals for a 
blaxploitation musical depicted 
in Up Against the Wall and the 
bitchiness of 3 shabby comedy 
club in Stand-Up. life on the 
fringe is such a painful one. 

Hopefully. Roy Smiles didn’t 
extract his material from his 
experience as a comedian and 
compare when writing Stand- 
Up. Most of his characters are 
obnoxious egoists. Hie 
unhappv down is a much-used 
motif, but Smiles doesn’t settle 
for easy cliches; however bitter 
his comedians fed about their 
audiences, careers and lives off 
stage, it can’t decrease the _ 
buzz they get from performing. 

The gritiy script is littered 
with recriminations, shocks 
and regrets. On one level, it 
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e successful comedians 
nda and Tony with the 
-weomer Debbie’s naivete 
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refttisiu. The fiict that these 
ople can put their real 
•lings aside, go on stage and 
ike others laugh is ns 

pressing as it is remarkable. 
More impressively. Stand-Up 
in emotive p 3 negync to the 
ngs people will do to survive, 
irry. the dub’s gibbonish 
rman (a lithe Robert 
arty), is reduced to 

blocking excrement from the 

ties’ toilet because he needs 
sb. His incredulous remark 
it “I come from a shit hole. 
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"Up Against the Wall’ 

Roy Marsdetfs sharp, 
engrossing production is 
beautifully acted by a cast 
who look at home, yet 
uncomfortable in Nina 
Garner’s painstakingly 
designed, skanky dressing- 
room. There aren’t many * 
laughs but, when they come, 
they rattle with irony and 
gleam with poignancy. As 
Smiles’s own mockney dub 
owner might put it, this one’s 
a corker 

Up Against die Wall at 
Kfibura’s industrious Tricycle 
Theatre is heaps of fun but less 
dramatically success fu l PeBx 
Cross and Paulette Randall 
claim that drama isn't the point 
of their irreverent musical 
about putting on a musical; like 
the play within, it’s simply an 
excuse for the actors to don 
Afros and flares and ring hits 
from the Seventies, which they 
do exceptionally welL 

This would be more 
believable were the script less 
carefully contrived. There's no 
stinting on cominess as the 
lyrics to each song are made 
relevant to a character’s life. 
The tone grows questionably 
moralistic when Clinton Blake's 
drunken director Courtenay 
bursts into his production 
wearing a preacher's gownand 
takes a spliff from the mouth of 
the bumptious actor Vincent, 


otherwise vibrantly performed 
by Mark McLean. 

Thought-provoking moments 
are few but piquant, 
particularly Vincent’s spine- 
tingling paean to Brixton, 
which shifts into a topical but 
gentle rap about police racism. 
If the cro wd were so inclined, 
the night could develop into 
one rollicking party; but Black 
Theatre Co-operative’s light- 
hearted production needs more 
meat to satisfy 

By contrast. Low Flying 
Aircraft, the second production 
from the Orange Tree’s new 
company, is almost too serious 
in its endeavour to criticise 
modem life. In its formidable 
future, London is an annexe to 
Heathrow Airport, inhabited by 
disturbed people who control 
every waking moment with pflte. 
Lianne and Cody’s minimalist 
home, elegantly designed by 
Tim Meacock, is at once a 
haven from the planes that roar 
and flash overhead and a 
prison of fraught and 
misunderstood emotions. 

Jane Coles’s characters are 
intriguing and Jeremy 
Crntchley’s ffislikeable but 
riveting Cody bolds an 
unsettling power over than all; 
bis mind games with Sarah 
Tansey’s irritating Tara bristle 
with tension in Dominic Hilt ’s 
edgy production. But the 
surreal denouement is 
unconvincing and the chilly 
nature of the pfay doesn’t 
encourage emotional 
engagement with the 
characters. 

Maddy Costa, 

'Stand-Up’ (0171-637 7816), to 17 
Apr; Tip Against the WOP 
(0171-328 1000 ), to 17 Apr; ‘Lorn 
Flying A i rcraft’ (0181-940 3633). 
in rep to 24 Apr 


To mike or not to mike 

The National Theatre is facing a huge scandal over its use of microphones. 

And not just for musicals. Whatever happened to proper acting? By David Benedict 



"Eroilus and Cressida’ is wired for sound Geraint Lewis 


lieves, are enormous, “it becomes 


EARS WERE pricking up yesterday 
at the shock news that actors per- 
forming in the National Theatre’s 
Olivier auditorium are now required 
to wear radio microphones. 

T Tip wins* »sinnighing thing flhqnfr 

tins Is that this technological “ad- 
vance” has been established practice 
in this venue for at least 18 months. 
This means that either actors there 
have been barred from discussing it 
(deeply unlikely) or that there is 
more tofiiis story than meets the ean 

The idea of using gadgefay to com- 
pensate for poor vocal technique 
goes against everything the profes- 
sion holds sacred. Directors who 
refuse to go “on the record” - they 
want employment at the National in 
the future- have expressed outrage. 
The voice, they rightly argue, is at 
the heart of dramatic expression. 

Learning to breathe properly to 
project sound, and combining that 
with darity of diction in order to “hit 
the back wall”, is central to actors’ 
training. Is it really time to say 
goodbye to all that, as would appear 
to be the case with the news that 
Thevor Nunn’s production of TroHus 
and Cressida is wired for sound? 
MSking a ringer to compete with an 
amplified rock band in a mnafoal is 
one thing, but Shakespeare? 

It was in fad Nunn’s predecessor; 
Richard Eyre, who began this. He 
temporarily closed the Olivier to re- 
design it for an ifc-the-rotmd season 
in 1997 and at the same time fitted 
the System for Improved Acoustic 
Performance (SIAP) 

As the National's sound designer 
Paul flnvtfh nifi explains, this sys tem, 
installed around the walls, manipu- 


lates the sound. “It has got nothing 
to do with intelligibility It merely 
corrects the acoustical problems of 
theOfivien” 

Neariy every theatre in the coun- 
try has dead spots, and the vast Olivi- 
er is no exception. Even the most 
perfectly produced voice cannot be 
easily heard from certain parts of the 
auditorium- If you dap or say a word, 
you produce an echo. In the Olivier 
the reverberation from the initial 
sound tends to drown out the echo, 
thus muddying the effect You can- 
not reduce the echo but SIAP clar- 
ifies the effect by enhancing the 
proportions of the latter sound. 

The admittedly convincing argu- 
ment runs that it is no longer good 
enough to pretend that there aren’t 
acoustically bad seats in the audi- 
torium. The benefits, Groothxdsbe- 


more comfortable to listen to. Peo- 
ple can then concentrate harder 
and longer; and understand more.” 

The downside is that the micro- 
phones have to be in prominent 
places and are very sensitive. That 
places enormous limitations on the 
use of stage machinery as even a low 
hum can destroy the effect In tan- 
dem with SIAR all sorts of solutions 
were sought but Groothzds believes 
that, much as he hates them - 
“they’re a pain in the arse” - radio 
mikes seem to be firing the best job. 

Both directors and .the whole 
sound department were nervous at 
broaching the idea of mikes with 
actors as vocally strong as, say Ian 
McKellen, who wore one for An 
Enemy of the People. “There is ini- 
tial shock;” admits Groothuis, but he 


daims that after reports back from 
friends and associates, they realise 
that this is not a case of amplifica- 
tion beyond recognition. 

“I don’t amplify. It's about dis- 
tributing the sound around the 
auditorium, putting the actor’s voice 
in a box and moving it to the bade of 
the auditorium.” He does, however, 
concede that they occasionally 
nudge the sound level up. “But only 
for crucial technical reasons. If an 
actor turns upstage. I would never 
do it with an actor facing the audi- 
ence.” Fbrhim, it is a technical tool, 
somewhat akin to using a sound 
effect like adding a cavernous echo. 

So far; so good, but the danger is 
that we mgy be on the edge of a 
precipice. In this theatre, the system 
may currently be used responsibly 
to overcome architectural short- 
comings, but what of the future? 

It’s similar to the opera surtitles 
debate. Projecting text above the 
stage is dearly a boon for those who 
don’t know an opera, but it stops you 
watching the action. In which case, 
why should a ringer stru gg le to 
communicate real drama when he 
or she could just stand and deliver? 

Theatre is increasingly reliant on 
screen stars, many of whom have 
small voices at best If someone on 
the sound desk can twiddle knobs in 
order to ixft their performance into 
a different realm, there’s little in- 
centive £0 work to reach an audience. 

Everything depends on the sub- 
tlety of its application. In America, 
theatre has succumbed to wholesale 
amplification. Let’s hope the 
National’s usage of it doesn't signal 
the beginning of the end. 


The Information Daily: your unrivalled entertainment guide pages 15-18 
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My stage in the City 


I WORK FOR... 


JOANNA FYVIE IS PA TO JOHN TUSA, MANAGING 
DIRECTOR OF THE BARBICAN CENTRE IN LONDON 


H aving graduated in 
French and music, 
I was tom between 
the two subjects, 
but my first job 
made the decision 
for me when I was made junior 
secretary to Jeremy Isaacs at the 
Royal Opera House. 

It was an amazing introduction. 
I learnt how to be a sounding-board 
and I realised the importance of 

allowing bosses to do thdr job by giv- 
ing them an environment in which 
they can be themselves, vent their 
frustration and express their 
enthusiasm. Jeremy was demand- 
ing, especially since he always 
needed everything done immed- 
iately, but I respected his energy, 
drive, directness of thought and 
broad range of interests - an aspect 
that John shares. I certainly got a 
taste for wotting with VIPS. 

My next job was a two-year stint 
with the managing director of the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. The 
temperament of an orchestra is 
quite different from that of an opera 
house, particularly when it is 
nomadic. I bad to deal with 150 
people, which made it hard to make 
attachments. It was also sometimes 
difficult to communicate financial or 
strategic issues to the players. 

I moved to the Barbican just 
after John had been brought in to 
rebuild the centre in terms, of both 
confidence and artistic structure. X 
knew there would be high expect- 
ations and I was almost over- 
whelmed by the vastness of the 
centre; but I was attracted by the 
amount of artistic achievement it 
offers, both visually and musically. 
I was surprised that John was pre- 
sent at my first interview, because 
I hadn't expected to meet him at all 
at that stage. He struckme as being 
genuinely interested in me as a 
person rather than just a recruit 
There’s always an opportunity to 
learn with John, partly because he 
has such a broad range of interests. 
He communicates well with me. 
whether it's when he’s briefing me 
or sharing ideas. As we’ve built up 
our working relationship, he has 
started to include me in his thought 
processes. Three years on, I think 
he has realised my potential. 

Feeling able to give my opinion 
when it’s appropriate has enriched 
my work and I have realised that, as 
a PA at this level, I have a duty to 
ask why some things are deemed to 
be so important Questioning is 
crucial when wotting with a VIP be- 
cause once you can understand the 
way someone thinks, you begin to 
know how to work autonomously. 
There’s a lot I am now able to do on 
my own, including drafting 
responses. John gave me an ap- 
praisal the other day and I realised 


how much I genuinely love being a 
PA and the sense of fitting in to this 
environment Even answering the 
post gives me a broad range of 
people to speak to, from arts world 
people to City executives. 

The phone is a constant, partic- 
ularly now that the Shadow Arts 
Council has just been announced 

w ith Sir Peter Hall as chair and .J ohn 

as one of two vice-chairmen. I was 
aware of the idea evolving and had 
a sense of people saying something 
important about diversity and free- 
dom of opinion in the arts. There’s 
been loads of interest in the new 
organisation, particularly as it 
represents a group of people who 
came together informally ^ when they 
felt that the arts were not being 
adequately reflected in the public 
arena or relevant institutions. The 
support panel includes Jeremy 
Isaacs, which is lovely because it 
means that we stay in touch. 

Last week we also Launched 
“Cityside”, a new name to describe 
the area the Barbican is in. This 
concept was the result of a meeting 
between John and the heads of 
Sadler's Wells and City University 
during which they complained that 
while we have terms such as “West 
End” and “South Bank” there has 
never been a title for this general 
area, despite the fact that it is full 
of art and culture. Chris Smith, 
Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport, gave his approval by 
coming to the bunch, and we already 
have widespread support and en- 
thusiasm from people in the area. 

Far the last two years I have been 
involved in John’s soon-to-be- 
publisbed book called Art Matters, 
in which he deals with a whole 
range of art-related subjects in- 
cluding funding, and where culture 
fits into life. Fve followed the book’s 
progress both by typing out some of 
the manuscripts and by attending 
some of the lectures from which the 
essays have been taken. 

John and I share a sense of 
humour; which I delight in. I feel that 
there is a high that comes from our 
working relationship and rapport as 
well as from organising things such 
as receptions for important people 
in the arts world. I got married last 
year and altho ugh I see family and 
work as quite separate, it was nat- 
ural to me that I should invite him 
and Paul Findlay -my former boss 
from the Royal Philharmonic- to the 
wedding. They both came, and I was 
glad that they were there. 

When we were looking for an ad- 
ministration assistant, John told 
me he had a dream that 1 walked into 
the office with the new assistant, who 
turned out to be niy double. I must 
be doing something right 

Interviewed by 
Katie Sampson 
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Joanna tyvie: Three years on, I think John has realised my potential’ 


Mark ChUvers 


What happens 


to ‘nice boys’? 


SO MY mother gets on the 
phone and has one of her 
periodical bouts of sighing and 
wondering what happened to 
all the nice young men I used 
to know when I was at school. 

It's funny how quickly 
parental fantasy kicks in; the 
nice young men she 
remembers are her Mends’ 
sons, and boys she approved 
of, who lived around the village 
and spent their holidays 
playing tennis and killing small 
animals - rather than the ones 
who spent their holidays 
sitting on the bench at the bus 
stop, smoking. Once rd got my 
Saturday job and bad enough 
rash to get into town, I didn’t 
really know boys of either sort, 
having discovered others who 
sat around in basements 
coming down from their 
exposure to the club scene the 
ni ght, before. But my mum 
longs for the Ruperts and 
Rolys, and has convinced 
herself that these were my 
social circle then. 

So she asks what happened 
to thorn all, the implication 
being that I've gone down in 
toe world; and I think about 
saying, “Well, Mum, they’re 
either using toe furniture- 
making or horticultural stills 
they learnt in the frightfully 
expensive rehab clinics they 
ended up in after three years 
at Oxford, or they’re getting up 
at 6am and putting on suits, 
and are looking from 

raimpaninnship either with 

women who are on similar 
income levels or with ones 
have dedicated their lives to 
lemming toe skills that make 
them an ideal helpmeet What 
they don’t want to be doing is 
hanging around with chirks 
who spend their time filling in 
for other people’s holidays.” 

But I just say something 
palliative about how people 
lose touch, and let her drift off 
to prune the roses. 

In fact, there was an 
occupation I missed off the list, 
and that’s estate agency. I 
should have remembered it, as 
Tm putting in time at toe 
moment with South 
Kensington’s premier realtor 
(their words, not mine). 
Investment Estates, and I can 
honestly say that I bad no idea 
you could fit so many plums in 
one mouth without choking. I 
know estate agents had a 
tough time of it in toe 
recession, but they’ve bounced 
back now, with a vengeance. 

And not surprising^; toe 
upper classes have, after all, to 
find something to do with their 
less gifted younger sons now 




THE TEMP 


that the Church doesn't deal la 
tied livings much any more. 
And besides, the sort of people 
who are looking for a nice 
house in the Pelham Street 
area are still generally of the 
make-up that has problems 
trusting people with an accent 
So I find myself working for 
four snakelike professionals 

whose lack of accent is so 

powerful that I find myself 
jumping out of my skin every 
time one of them shouts 
‘'Yah!!" These people are so 
accentiess that most of their 
words run together in a big 
jumble because they've 
forgotten both to take time to 
breathe or to use consonants; 
if you remember the late 
, Diana, Princess of Wales’s 
pronouncement that her 
premarital job was looking 
“after a mera bay boy” you’ll 
get toe basic drift I don’t know 
what my mum would have to 
say about these young scamps, 
but no one really seems to do 
much apart from fight each 
Other to answer the phone 
when it rings in case it’s 
someone calling to offer them 
a weekend involving fresh air 
and guns, and occasionally 
saunter from the office twilling 
a set of keys round their index 
fingers and come back a bit 
later with a stack of insults 
about the client 

I do a bit of light typing 
(“Superb three-bedroom 
mansion flat ideally situated 
for the shopping amenities of 
Brampton Cross and dose to 
toe open spaces of Hyde 
Park”) and a bit of light 
telephone-answering “Good 
morning, Investment Estates, 
can I help you?"). I think I'm in 
for an easy ride. There's one 
problem, though, and that's the 
name game. I can cope with 
Henry, Charlie and Caro, but I 
still have to fight the urge to 
giggle when anyone rings and 
asks for Candida. Maybe the 
name runs in her family, but I 
suspect that Candida’s 
parents, coming from a class 
that calls its daughters all 
sorts of vogueish things, may 
have just thought it sounded 
nice. Maybe, just maybe, they 
called her sisters Eczema, 
Psoriasis and Salmonella for 
the same reason. 
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The newly-aan m isMoned MRC Prion Unit, at Imperial College School 
of Medicine, is a leading international centre for the study of prion 
diseases (BSE/Creucefeldt-Jakcfo Disease). Two positions have become 
available due to the Unit's rapid expansion. 

Personal Assistant 

Part-time 3 year contract 

A PA, preferably with at least two years' previous experience at 
Senior/Executive level is required to provide full support to Professor 
Charies Webmann, a Senior Research Scientist within the Unit 

Hours of work will be five half days per week (either mornings or 
afternoons, but to be discussed further at interview). The appointment 
will be to the MRCs pay band 5, with a salary up to £24^00 per annum 
according to experience, plus a location allowance of £U*23 per annum. 

Unit Secretary 

A professionally-minded secretary, preferably with at least one year's 
experience at a similar level, is required to shadow the Unit Director's 

PA and cover in her absence. You will be expected to work as part of a 
dose-knit support team in co-operation with the Admin Support 
Assistant and the Departmental Secretary working to senior Unit staff. 
The appointment will be to the MRCs pay band 6 with a salary up to 
£15,000 pa according to experience, plus a location allowance of E1JB23 pa. 


For both positions, comprehensive secretarial training, including the 
foil range of skills, shorthand /audio keyboarding at 80/60 wpm, 
excellent organising ability and a friendly telephone manner, are 
required. Sane familiarity with medical/tedinical terminology would 
be an advantage. 

The research of toe Department enjoys a high public profile, both 
nationally and internationally, and the nature of the work is highly 
confidential so tact and discretion ace essential. Duties will be broadly 
based, for which you need to be flexible, able to prioritise and 
regulate your workload, prepared to use your initiative when 
required and able to maintain a sense of humour under pressure. 

For further details and an application form for either position, 
please contact the Personnel Advisory 
Group on 0171 670 5333 (M hour 
answerphone). The dosing date for 
applications is 9 April 1999. 

Am Equal Op p or t uni ties Employer. Haded flaes arch Caxicfl 




LOOKING FOR A NEW 
SECRETARIAL JOB? 


A visit to The London Career Day on April 14 will not 
only give you the choice of the capital's laiest secretarial 


positions, but the recniiunem experts on band can offer 
and an i 


appraisal of your 


constructive career advice 
marketability in the job market. 

Established as the place to be if you're contemplating a 
move. The London Career Day is conveniently situated 
in the heart of London and open all day, so you can pop 
along before or after work as well as lunchtime. 

If you are looking Tor a change of scene whether in the 
world of finance, advertising, legal, charity, either 
permanent or temporary. The London Career Day wfll 
give yoa direction. 

Come along for a couple of hours and talk to the 
experts who can guide you in your search for a more 
rewarding position. 

THE LONDON CAREER DAY 
WEDNESDAY APRIL 14 1999 
NEW CONNAUGHT ROOMS. 

GREAT QUEEN STREET WC2 
Close to Hclbom & Govern Garden tubes 
OPEN 9am -7pm 
REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE 
.ADMISSION FREE 




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH FIRM 

eks 


GRADUATES for PROJECT 
ADMINISTRATORS & RESEARCHERS 


ett international, a leading Pan>£uropean recruitment 
corraituncy. are ojrroniy looking for bright, pro-active 
graduates to join tbetr telephone research and -support teams. 
The successful applicants win work closely with oat 
comulunu in the support of our client rcUiiomhrpv. 

Must be flk-uMe. confident and able hi work under p restore nod 
possess e-sceHeni ocganrsaltciuJ and commofucauap skills. 
Comparer literate with a dew to leant and grow with ns are 
essential. Knowledge of a second European language is 
estennaL 


Excellent career pros peers. 

Salary according to age and experience. 
Please write or tax full O' to: 

Anne Bu tier: eta buerastioral, 
FkcadBly House, 33 Regent Sc, 
London SWIY4N8 
Fn: 0171 437 6213 


CJb 


©3IT-IQ 

hate 'hart fa fa Mata laafag Gy Bond IT Tinning Caspar 
Aiu i mIj AmMI 

hthnAly Afi » ACU portly q*4fnfc uagnmi ocouA on dtarigge. 
Sami boristo Sag# fisndd Gntnflet Story 88,000. 

Gufwfag Person 

to ran teg roan & kfthm, sengg [arias and irir ria i aL fapmsMt 
ndmg mppfa ad pnsmkfa stadnfc. Homs MJOmddbm. Stfanr 
£1?,OOH 

Pleat nod CV to lia Sokes, [HQ, 2d Roa; fjnrari tea, 25 CBy bad, 
Uq*oKimoifaD171 670 3301. or anl to: hAltaOMtam 



Secretary 


London office of Holme Roberts & Owen LLP, 
a U.S. law firm with an active commercial 
practice in Europe, seeks a secretary to 
provide support for a team of three lawyers. 
Flexibility is essential as well as an excellent 
telephone manner and the willingness to 
work within a team environment. 

You wifi need fast and oceurata typing 
plus), a strong organised character 
be able fo prioritise your workload. 
Hours 9.00 am - 5.30 pm 
Salary £23,000 per annum 
lo find out more, please caff: 

Janet Evans 
26A Albemarle Street 
London W7X3FA 
(0171) 499 8 776 



Foxtons 


Property 
Secretary /Receptionist 

If you are confident with your comp skills, type 
min 55wpm, are well presented and looking to 
work in a young hectic environment, join 

Foxtons as a team secretary to toe sales 
negotiators preparing property de tails , 
handling enquiries and typing general 
correspondence. Must live in Central London. 
Salary up to E18K. Ideally aged 22-26yrs. 

Tel: 0171 973 2046 



Starbucks and Seattle Coffee Company, the world’s 
largest retail coffee company requires enthusiastic 
individuals to provide support in a range of head 
office functions. 



Administrators £I6-20K 

ptus benefitsfetock options 

HR; Retail OperationsjTeam Europe; Real Emtnty 
ft Marketing 

These newly created roles will focus on 
supporting the above functions. You will therefore 
have a real chance to get involved and contribute. 
Successful candidates will have initiative, an eye for 
detail and be self-motivated. Essential skills are 
good organisation, flexibility, customer service, 
good written/verbal communication, team 
orientation and the ability to thrive in a busy 
growing company while juggling multiple priorities 
You wfll also need to be proficient in Word and 
Excel together with 40 wpm typing speed. 


SEATTLE 

COFFEE 

COMPANY 


Receptionist £ 1 4- 1 6K 

ph» benefrtsfetode options 

Responsibilities include answering calls, welcoming 
visitors, dealing with outgoing mail, courier/car 
bookings, maintaining meeting room diaries, 
stationery orders and basic office duties such as 
faxing, flliqg and photocopying. Excellent 
communication skills and personal presentation 
with a flexible/positive attitude is essential. 


Plrase send CV and covering letter stating dearly 
which role you are applying for to; 

Pam Kaur, Assistant HR Manager, 

H Heath mans Road, London, SW6 4TL 
Closing date for all applications is 914199 


art*** t> ai te* WporMqr eoyiopr » Hri* » Owm «wfc an*. 




personal 

assistant 


ssistant 

fc w a n n r ond coroufam need* 
inuBgat PA to run fits prfcrie 
offica. bnoMng business 
proj K*. prope rty, qdwrifr 
end ranqg a rt r v of Biancas. 
Mtfd hova: 

‘A' ImIi. Reel Aarikni. 
E«prtn» of ft* land of wo*. 
Common win, accuracy and 
(Mil foil*. 

Ago 2B la 42. 

22-30 hr waok, to £20,000. 

Nraa rapiy »: PO Be* 8, 
Chobham, Sumv GU24 SYS, 
Fa* 01 932 875252. 


RECEPTIONIST/ 
ADMINISTRATOR ftel 
C.£l 4,000 


required for rapidly expanding Central 
London Office specialising in Executive 
Search. 


jfou need to be of smart appearance, and 
have a good telephone manner. 

A typing speed erf 40wpm and computer 
Irferaty ore essential. Varied role working on 
°'vn initiative in friendly office. 

Please cafl P W | Cook on 

— 0171 393 Wl 


To advertise in this section please call the Appointments Team now on 0171 293 2547. 
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South Kensington Solicitors Require 


Please send CV to 
GMeyrick Esq, Meyridc Mills 
48 Onslow Gardens, London SW7 3 AH || 


WALL 

Shop Manager 


Dynamic fashion co needs 
someone vho can wok 
under own'smn to 

manage our shop, most 

have renll experience. 
Good basic + Comm 
+ doth allowance. 

Tel: Jollett 
0171 243 4624 

NOTONG HILL 


Secretary/Office 

Administrator 


With jpoJ uptniarim. 

Jtk] «k dctlb rich mmaivr i,« 
«wk on iMti mj by «uU 
EtericismeCEBiHillaa.1 in 

Lod.att’CL&Wixc 
liunwfd panto to CV mil 

Gwaa Jentfc. ro Mil f 


0171 323 5754 
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THE INFORMATION DAILY 


CINEMA * THEATRE > EXHIBITIONS ' MUSIC ’ DANCE - LITERATURE - COMEDY ' EVENTS - TV & RADIO 


New films 


AMERICAN HISTORY X (18) 

Director Tony Kaye 

Stwring: Edward Norton, Edward Furlong 
Disowned by its directa; re-ecfited by its star; 
American History X was always going to look 
messy; a film in bits and pieces. A libera] essay on 
right-wing fanaticism, this nonetheless mduigp^ in 
some dubious Nazi chic as it charts the moral slide 
and spasmodic conversion of a blue-collar racist 
CBdward Norton), watched by his adoring younger 


is a genuine tour deforce from Oscar-n ominated 
Norton, whose fiiD-throttle muscularity dearly 
scared wavering Academy members over to the 
more sunny charms of Roberto BenignL 
West End: CUxpham Picture House, Odeon 
Camden Tbwn, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteieys, Virgin 
Cgetaea. Virgin Haymarket, Warner Village West 
0pL And local cinemas 

"l 

AN AUTUMN TALE (CONTE D’AUTOMNE) 01) 

Director. Eric Rohmer 
Starring: Beatrice Remand, Alain Ubott 
The final part of Rohmer's Idles of die Fbur 
Seasons is at once airily elegiac and as wa rm as 
sunshine. Magafi (Beatrice Romand) -middle-aged 
and single - gets ushered through all manner of 
hoops as her friends by to set her up with eligible 
men, nudging her first towards suave college 
processor CDkfierSandre), then towards a londy- 
hearts respondent (the brilliant Alain libolt) as the 
web of intrigue turns progressively more tanked. 
Don’t be put off by the Min* and Bom plot-fine. 
Rohmer’s latest is a veritable masterpiece of 
dabbed-on colours, fluid squiggjes and luminous 
washes. Its little gestures speak volumes; its easy 
soul takes the breath away. 

West End: Barbican Screen, Chelsea Cinema, 
Curzon Soho, Renoir. Repertory: Phoenix 
QfiemcL The PuQman Everyman 

GODS AND MONSTERS (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End- ABC 1b ttenham Court Road. Clapham 
Picture House. Curzon Soho, Gate Notting HU1, 
Screen on the HiU, Virgin Fulham Road, Local- 
New Stratford Picture House 


MIGHTY JOE (FG) 

Director Ron Underwood 

Starring: Bffl Paxton, Charlize Theron 

Mighty Joe is a mutant gariDa - King Kong with a 

snule -who hangs out m the jungles of Africa with 

his Tbrzan-fype protector (Chariize Theroo). Enter 

zoologist BDl Fasten, who decades to spirit Joe 

to California, at which point Ran Underwood’s 

holiday jaunt diverts down standard chase-genre 

avenues. Disposable Disney Sufi, which boasts a 

ready that’s hard to dienim 

Wfest End: Odeon KensmgUm, Odeon McableArch, 

Odeon Sioiss Cottage, Odeon West End, UCI 
Whiteieys. And local cinemas 

PAYBACK (18) 

Director Brian Helge&nd 
Staring: Mel Gibson 

This rumbling revenge thriller sends its doubte- 
tiossed^nd-fefrfor^tead anti-hero CMdCSbson) on 
amission to retrieve the money he’s owed, and get 
even into the bargain. The ensuing shenaniganB 
are played oat in a bind of retro-chic Seventies and 
underpinned by a busy jazz-funk soundtrack. 
Ambling through the «*gn , Gibson rubs lots of 
designer grime into his clean-cut screen image 
West End- ABC Tottenham Court Road, Odeon 
Cam den Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI White- 
leys, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero, 
WxmerWUage West End And local cinemas 

THE RUGRATS MOVIE (U) 

Director Igor Kovalyov 
Voices: E G Daily, Christine Cavanaugh 
Given the small-screen success of the 'rats, a 
feature-length foray was always in the offing. 
Neatly timed to hit the Easter hols, The Rugrats 
Movie shifts its horizons beyond the usual 
suburban homes and gardens. Here, the bairns 
find themselves adrift in a deep, dark forest, 
bonding with monkeys and tangling with a 
slavering wol£ Kids, no doubt, will eat this up. 
Adults should amply grin and bear it 
West End: Odeon Marble Arch, Plaza, UCI 
Whiteieys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Vilkige Wert End And loccdtinemas 


Xan Brooks 


General Release 


AFFLICTION (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End- ABC Swiss Centre 

APRILE 02) 

Nanni Moretti’s Aprile freewheels through three 
years in Italian politics. Impossible to pigeonhole, 
with its realist 'absurdistiirrthms, it bows out with 
that's both ridiculous and c h a rm i n g. 

VflRt End: Metro. Renoir 

ARLINGTON ROAD (15) 

Mark Pellington’s paranoia thriller sees Jeff 
Bridges’ college professor becoming suspicious 
about his “respectable" neighbour (Tim Robbins). 
Islington is big on skewed camera angles, yet rings 
too few changes in the film's familiar territory. 
Wast End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Clapham 
Picture House. Notting Hid Coronet, Odeon Sioiss 
Cottage. Plaza, UCI Whiteieys. Virgin Fulham 
Rood \hrgin Trocadero. Warner iTdage West End 
And local cinemas 

BELOVED (15) 

Jonathan Demme's adaptation of Toni Morrison’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winner stars Oprah Winfrey 
West End.- Ritai/ Cinema. And local cinemas 

CENTRAL STATION (15) 

T road-movie of sorts. Central Station trails 
Fernanda Montenegro's retired schoolmarm and 
her abandoned nine-year-old charge on a hunt for 
the boy’s missing father: 

West End : Curzon Mayfair. Notting Hid Coronet, 
Renoir. Ritzy Cinema Repertory: Watermans 
Arts Centre 

FESTEN (THE CELEBRATION) (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End- Curzon Soho 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACKU5) 

Shirley Viilen/ine with an Afro-American spin: 
Angela Bassett works hard to make an impression 
among the tourist-brochure visuals. 

West End: Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VITA £ BELLA) CPG) 
In Roberto BenignTs Oscar-winning comedy, the 
writer-director takes centre stage as a clownish 
Jewish bookseller in fascist Italy. Sent to a death- 
camp, he strives to convince his son that it’s all 
R - 'tiore than an eccentric game. 

Wdt End Empire Leicester Square. Curzon 
Mmcma, Odeon KensmgUm. Odeon Mezzanine, 
Ritzy Cinema. Screen on Baker Street, UCI 
Whiteieys. Virgin Chelsea Virgin Haymarket 
Repertory. Phoenix Cinema. And focal c memos 

A NIGHT AT THE ROXBURY (15) 

John Fortenberry's indulgent showcase for 
Saturday Night Uve favourites \WD Fferrefi and .Chris 
Katlan is so bovine it moos. Here come our imbe- 

dlic heroes: cruising the mall-spaces of LA, wfaDe 

one ham-fisted corned)' sequence ftrftows another 
IVcsf End- Virgin Trocadero. And focal cinemas 

PATCH ADAMS 112) 

This medical drama is like the ultimate 
distillation of the ultimate Robin Williams movie: 
l*k» fife sucked out and replaced by syrup. ^ 

Wtrt End: Empire Leicester Square, Virgin 
Trocadero. And local cinemas 

PLEASANTVUJLE 1 12) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

Wat End Odeon Camden Ibicn. Odeon Swiss 
Cottage. PlaZO. Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Hojmuzritet 
Warner Village West End And local cinemas 


SAVING PRIVATE RYAN (15) 

Steven Spielberg’s Oscar-winning Second World 
War drama, starring Tbm Hanks. 

West End: Plaza. Local: Croydon Fhirfield HaRs 

SEUL CONTRE TOUS (18) 

A sodopathic butcher CPtmfipe Nahon) is pushed 
over the edge when he finds out that someone has 
abused his daughter: Less straight rinema than a 
kind of whiplashing fairground ride, Seul 
Centre Nous is an undeniably attention-grabbing 
debut for the multi-talented director Gaspar Nod. 
West End: Curzon Soho , Ritzy Cinema 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End- Empire Leicester Square, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteieys, Virgin 
Fulham Road Virgin Trocadero. And local 
cinemas 

THE THIN RED UNE (15) 

Tbrrence Maficks long-awaited return to the 
Erector’s chair is a fabulous, feverstruci war film. 
While a cast of familiar faces (John 'fravolta, Nick 
Nolte, George Clooney) vie for attention, all play 
a determined second fiddle to TheThin Red Line’s 
creeping narcotic mood. 

West End: Odeon Camden Tbwn, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiideys, 
Virgin Fulham Road Repertory: Watermans 
Arts Centre. And local cinemas 

THIS YEAR’S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke, Ian Hart, 
Douglas Henshall et aD weave to and fro throagh 
David Kane’s Camden-set essay on urban romance. 
West End- Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Haymarket,RitzyCmemaScTeenontheGreen, 
Warner VSlage West End. And local cinemas 

URBAN LEGEND (18) 

A bland and inconsequential bloodbath: fresh-faced 
teens meeting their grisly end in a drama as cold 
and schematic as a daytime talk show. 

West find- Virgin Trocadero, Wixmer Village 
West End And local cinemas 

VERY BAD THINGS (18) 


out comedy in a Loaded magazine style but it has 
nowhere to go save from shriB tosh nTfer to shrillest. 
West End- ABC Piccadilly, Warner Village 
West End 

WAKING NED (PG) 

Good news: Ned, a salt-af-the-earth resident 
of Tufly in rural Ireland has won the lottery. 
Bad news: Ned is dead Cue a rattle-bag of 
comedic misadventure as two focal scallywags 
scheme to get their paws cm the loot. The film 
has a zesly undertow of black comedy but is too 
air-brushed far its own good 
Wfest End- ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Barbican Screen. Clapham Picture House. 
Odeon Camden Tbum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Sioiss Cottage, Odeon West 
EruL Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Stand, 
Screen on the Green, UCI Whiideys, Virgin 
Chelsea Repertory: Watermans Arts Centre. 
And local cinemas 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL (PG) 

Tom Banks and Meg Ryan starfaa romance zapped 
out of its rut by an Internet plot hook. 

Wi^End-VapmFWJumtRt^V5rym 
Vktrner Wlage Wed Errd And local cinernas 


The Independent Recommends 


. THE FIVE BEST FILMS 

Gods and Monsters (15) - - 
A drall speculation on the. last days of 1930s 
horror mueur James Whale (Ian McKellen), who 
is Tnagnetised by the form of bis. gardener 
(Brendan Fraser). Director Bill Condon won an 
Oscar for Best Adapted Screenplay. : - 

Pfeasaiitville (12) 

TWo Nineties teenagers are magjcked into the world of 
a favourite Fifties sitcom and begin to. exert a 
dramatic influence on its conformist black-and-white 
idyll. A witty, inventive parable. 

Fasten (15) 7 

Danish director Thomas Vintertoe rg’s.supertative black 
comedy centres on the 60lh birthday of a family 
patriarch who finds himself at the heart of dark secrets 
that unexpectedly emerge. 

AfHiction (15) 

ftuil Schrader’s bleak study in fatherhood and 
fatalism stars Nick Nohe as a roan aruggling to 
escape the influence ofhis violent dad - James Coburn, 
in an Oscar-winning performance. 


Shakespeare.) 

-in Love (15) '• 

This enjoyable, multi-Oscar 
winning film (riffa) suggests how 
r oman ce fired Shakespeare with 
the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Juliet.' 


THE FIVE BEST PLAYS THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 




Antcony Quinn . 


Troll us and Cresskla 

(Olivier, NT, London) 

This play and this theatre are made for each other, a 
fact proved by the masterly sweep of Trevor Nurm's 
production. To 19 May 


Gross Indecency 
(Gielgud Theatre. London) 
The artfully fractured form of 
Moises Kaufman's compelling play 
(right) about Oscar Wide manages 
to present the writer - man and 
symbol -rnaD his complex contra- 
dkloriuess. Booking to 5 Jun 


Trust (Royal Court Upstairs at the 
Ambassadors, London) 

It’s not Protestants vs Catholics, but Protestants at 
violent odds with one another in Gary Mitchell's 
timely and involving Ulster thriller. To 3 Apr 

VMpone 

(Swan Theatre, Stratford) 

Comedies don't come any funnier or more astringent 
than Ben Jenson's brilliant dissection of avaricious, 
over-reaching egotism. To 9 Od 

The Late Middle Classes 

(Palace Theatre, Watford) 

The fruitful collaboration between Simon Gray and 
Harold Pinter continues with the latter’s production of 
Gray's dark comedy, set in Fifties England. To 10 Apr 

Paul Taylor 


Jackson Pollock (Tate Gallery) 

Big retrospective for the wild hero of Abstract 
Expressionism (going on Old Master). The build-up 
is slow and the end is sorry, but the brief “drip" 
period deserves every superlative. To 6 Jun 

Patrick Caulfield 

(Hayward Gallery) 

The modem object-world made luminous. Caulfield is a 
virtuoso of many styles, and this retrospective offers the 
range - notably those fat laconic outlines flooded with 
translucent colour, lb 11 Apr 


Portraits by Ingres 

(National Gallery) 

Some of the most intense 
portraiture ever (right). 
Exquisite melanges of flesh 
and fabric, dreams of sex and 
money. 7b 25 Apr 


Andreas Gursky 

(Dean Gallery, Edinburgh) 

Photographs 1994-98: huge, panoramic, high-finish, 
micro-detailed, digitally-manipulated images of otir world 
- slock -exchange floor, cityscape, hold foyer. To loMuy 

Aubrey Beardsley 

(Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool) 

The short and brilliant career of the 1890s aesthete and 
illustrator, with his masterful Macks and whiles and bis 
uniquely sinuous, florid line. To 11 Apr 

TOM LUBBOCK 



Cinema 

westt end 

ABC RANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) Piccadilly 
■ OrcuVLekescer Square Bizabeth 
2.15pm. 5.15pm, 8.10pm Enemy 
of Che State 1.50pm. 5.05pm, 
7.55pm Hilary and Jackie 
2 2 5pm. 5.25pm. 8.20pm x (Pi) 
1.30pm, 3.35pm. 6.15pm, 

8.45pm 

ABC PKCADILiy 

(0171-287 4322) «■ Piccadilly 
□reus Loved 6.25pm Very Bad 
Things 1.30pm. 3.55pm, 6.15pm. 
8.45pm four Friends and 
Neighbors 1 .40pm, 4.05pm, 

8.45pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) «■ Leicester 
Square/Tottenham Court Road 
Arlington Road 1.05pm. 3.25pm, 
5.45pm, 8.40pm Bizabeth 

1 .40pm. 5.1 5pm, 8 -2 0pm 

ABC SW1S5 CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) «■ Leicester 
5quareffSccadl0y. Circus The 
39 Steps (1935 Version) 
1.10pm. 3.05pm, 5pm. 7.05pm, 
9pm Affliction 1.25pm, 3.50pm, 
6.25pm. 8 .50pm Hideous Kinky 
1.50pm, 4.05pm, 6.15pm, 

8.35pm La Vie Revee des Anges 
(The Dream Life of Angels) 
1.45pm. 4.05pm, 6.25pm, 

8.45pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) ^ Tottenham 
Court Road Gods and Monsters 
1.10pm, 3.50pm, 6.55pm. 

9.25pm Payback 1.45pm, 

4.10pm, 6.35pm, 9.10pm 

Waking Ned 1.25pm, 4pm. 
6.45pm. 9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) e Moorgate 
/Barbican An Autumn Die (Come 
d'Automne) 6.15pm. 8.40pm 

waking Ned 6.1 5pm. 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) €► Soane 

Square An Autumn Thle (Conte 
d’Automne) 1.35pm. 3.55pm. 

6.25pm. 8.45pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 
(0171-498 3323) ■& Clapham 
Common American History 
X 1.45pm. 4.10pm, 6.40pm. 
9.10pm Arlington Road 1.15pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm, 9pm Gods 
and Monsters 2.30pm, 4.45pm. 
7pm. 9 -2 Opm Waking Ned 
1 ,30pm. 3.30pm, 5.30pm, 

7.30pm. 9 .3 Opm 

CURZON MAYBUR 

(0171-369 1720) e Green Park 
Centra] Station (Central do 
Brasil) 1.30pm, 3.45pm, 

6.1 5pm, 8.45pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-36 9 1723} «■ Hyde Park 
Comer/Knightsbfldge Life is 
Beautiful (La Vtu & Bella} 3pm. 
6.30pm, 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm)) 
■©■ Leicester Square/Tottenham 
Court Road An Autumn Thle 
(Conte d’Automne) 2.15pm, 
4.45pm, 7pm, 9.15pm Festen 
(The Celebration) 12.30pm, 
5pm. 7,45pm Gods 

and Monsters 2.45pm. 7.15pm, 
9.30pm Seal Con ere Tous 
(1 Stand Alone) 1.45pm, 3.45pm, 
5.45pm. 9.45pm 

EMPIRE LBCESTER SQUARE 
(0990-888990) Leicester 

Square Life Is Beautiful (La Vita 
i Bella) 12rwon. 2.45pm. 
530pm. 8.30pm Patch Adams 
1pm. 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 
Shakespeare in Loire 12.15pm. 
3pm, 5.50pm. B.45pm 

GATE NOTTING KILL 
(0171-727 4043) -» Notting HiU 
Gate Gods and Monsters 2j 
A. 20pm. 6.40pm. 9pm 


rpm. 


METRO 

(0171-734 1506) -S- Piccadilly 
Orog/Leicester Square Aprile 
3pm. 5pm. 7pm. 9pm Southpaw 
2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

NOTTING HIU CORONET 
(0171-727 6705) Notting 
Hffl Gate Arlington Road 3.15pm. 
8.35pm Central Station (Central 
do Brash) 6pm 


ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) 43 Camden Town 
' American IBs Cory X 12.10pm, 
2.55pm, 5.40pm. 8.25pm ftoybadc 
1 1 .45am. 2.05pm, 4.20pm. 

635pm, 835pm Pleasantville 

12.20pm The Thai Red Line 
330pm. 7.45pm This Year's Lows 
4pm, 6.25pm, 8.50pm Waking 
Ned 12.15pm. 2.20pm. 4.25pm, 
6.45pm, 9pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) e Piccadilly 
Circus This Year's Love 1.15pm. 
3.40pm, 6.15pm, 8.45pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) © High St Ken 
American History X 12.40pm, 
3.35pm, 6.30pm, 9.30pm A Bug’s 
Life 12.55pm Life is Beautiful 
(La Vita 6 Bella) 3.50pm. 6.35pm. 
9.20pm Mighty Joe 12.45pm, 
3.30pm Payback 1.40pm. 4.20pm, 
7pm, 9.40pm Shakespeare in 
Love 6.15pm. 9.10pm The TWn 
Red Line 135pm. 5.05pm, 

8.45pm lAhldng Ned 2pm, 
435pm, 6.50pm. 935pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 
(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square The TWn Red line 
12.40pm, 4.10pm, 7.45pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) e Marble Arch 
Mighty Joe 12.50pm. 330pm 
5.55pm Payback I.l 5pm. 3.45pm 
6.30pm. 9.10pm The Rugrats 
Movie 12.15pm. 2.20pm, 435pm. 
6.30pm. 8.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.55pm. 3.35pm, 6.20pm. 
9.05pm The Thin Red Line 
8.20pm Waking Ned 1.05pm. 
3.25pm. 6.10pm. 9.15pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) «■ Lefc Sq A Bug’s 
Life 235pm. 4.30pm, 6.35pm, 
8.45pm Elizabeth 12.35pm, 
3.05pm, 5.35pm, 830pm Life is 
Beautiful (La Vita £ Bella) 
12.45pm. 330pm, 6pm. 8.40pm 
Lock, Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.25pm, 3.55pm, 6.20pm. 
8.45pm Stepmom 12.30pm. 
3.05pm. 5.45pm. 8.25pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) ■& Swiss Cottage 
American History X 1230pm, 
3.15pm, 530pm. 835pm 

Arlington Road 3.05pm. 5.40pm. 
830pm A Bug's Life 1 ,05pm 
Mighty Joe 12.45pm. 3.25pm. 
5.55pm Payback !.T5pm. 3.45pm, 
6.15pm. 8.45pm FleasancvtDe 

8.30pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.15pm. 3pm. 5.45pm. 825pm 
Miking Ned 12.20pm. 2.30pm. 
435pm, 6.45pm. 8.55pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) «■ Leicester 

Square Little Voice 8.55pm 
Mighty Joe 12.55pm, 3.25pm. 
6 pm Waking Ned 1.40pm. 
4.05pm, 6.35pm, 9pm 

PEPSI UMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) ■©■ PLcc Grc 
Blue Planet 12.35pm Everest 
4.45pm. 9.05pm L5 - The First 
Gty in Space (3-D) 2.40pm. 7pm 
T-Rerc Back to the Cretaceous 
(3-D) 11.30am. 1.35pm. 3.40pm. 
5.50pm, 8pm. 10.10pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Pkx Grc 
Arlington Road 1230pm. 3.15pm. 
6pm. 8.45pm PieasantviOe 
12.15pm. 3pm, 5.45pm. 8.30pm 
The Rugrats Movie 1 2 noon. 2pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm, 9pm Saving Private 
Riyan 12.15pm, 4.15pm. 7.45pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) O Russell 

Square Aprile 4.40pm, 9pm An 
Autumn Tale (Conte d’Automne) 

I. 35pm. 3.55pm, 6.25pm. 

8.45pm Central Station (Central 
do Brasil) 1.20pm. 6.40pm 

RfTZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/O Brixton 
American History X 2pm, 
4.30pm. 7.05pm. 9.30pm Le 
Bossu 1.40pm A Bug's Life 

II. 30am Central Station 
(Central do Brasil) 2.15pm. 
4.35pm. 6.55pm Ufe Is Beautiful 
(La Vita i Bella) 1 ,45pm. 
6.45pm Pleasantvflle 920pm 
Soil Contre Thus (I Stand Alone) 
4pm. 6pm Shakespeare in Loue 
4.15pm. 9.1 5pm The Thin Red 
Line Bpm Waking Ned 3pm, 

5pm, 7pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON BAKBt STREET 

(0171-935 2772) O Baker St Life 
Is Beautiful (La Vita 4 Bella) 
3.45pm, 6.15pm, 8.40pm Waiting 
Ned 3pm, 5pm. 7pm. 9pm 


SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520] e Angel/ 

Highbury & Islington Waking Ned 
3.40pm, 6.50pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) e Befeaze Park 
Gods and Monsters 2.15pm. 
4.25pm, 6.40pm, 8.55pm 

Ua WHrTELEYS 

(0990-888990) O- Bayswater 
American History X 1pm, 4pm. 
6.40pm. 920pm Arlington Road 
3.50pm, 6.50pm. 9.30pm 

A Bug's Life 1.15pm Life is 
Beautiful (La Vita i Bella) 
12.15pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 
Mighty Joe 1 .45pm, 4.40pm. 
7.10pm Itoybadt 11.45am. 2pm, 
4.30pm. 7pm. 9.40pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1.30pm, 3.40pm, 
6.30pm. 825pm Shakespeare In 
Love 12.30pm, 320pm, 6.20pm. 
9.05pm The thin Red Line 
8.40pm Waking Ned 12noon, 
2.10pm, 4.10pm, 6.10pm. 9.45pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) 5loane 

Square American History X 
12.30pm, 3pm, 6pm, 8.45pm 
A Bug’s life 11.40am. 1.50pm 
Life is Beautiful (La Vita t Bella) 
4pm, 6.30pm. 9.10pm Madeline 
12.30pm The Rugrats Movie 
1 1 20am. 1 .30pm, 3.40pm, 

5.50pm. 8pm Waking Ned 
12.45pm, 2.50pm, 4.55pm. 

8.30pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) «■ South 

Kensington Arlington Road 
1.40pm, 4.10pm, 6.50pm, 

9.20pm Gods and Monsters 
1.10pm, 4pm, 6.40pm, 9.10pm 
Payback 1.30pm, 4.30pm. 7pm, 
9.30pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.50pm, 3.30pm, 6.10pm, 

8.50pm The Thin Red Line 
1.20pm, 5pm, 8.30pm You've 
Got M@H 2.40pm, 5.20pm, 8pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 
(0870-907 0712) ^ Piccadilly 
Grcus American History X 
2.20pm, 6.15pm. 9pm Life 

is Beautiful (La Vita i Bella) 
3.20pm, 6.05pm. 8.50pm 

Pieasancvflle 2pm, 4.50pm. 8pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) e Piccadilly 
Grcus Arlington Road 12.10pm, 
2.50pm. 5.40pm, 8.25pm Blast 
from the Past 12.15pm. 3pm, 
5.50pm A Bug's Life 12noon. 
2.10pm A Night at the Roxbury 
4.55pm. 7.10pm. 9.15pm Patch 
Adams 8.40pm Payback 1 2 noon. 
2.55pm, 5.55pm, 8.55pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 1 .40am, 1 .35pm, 
3.45pm, 5.45pm. 7.45pm 

Shakespeare In Love 12.25pm. 
3.05pm. 5.45pm, B.25pm You've 
Got M@JI 12.05pm. 2.50pm, 
5.35pm, 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) «■ Lek Square 
American History X 12.30pm. 
3.20pm. 6.20pm 9pm Arlington 
Road 12.20pm, 3.10pm, 6.10pm. 
9.10pm A Bug's Life 12.20pm, 
2.40pm, 5.05pm, 8.45pm The 
Opposite of Sex 12.10pm, 
2.40pm, 5.05pm, 7.25pm, 
9.45pm Payback 11. 30am, 1pm. 
2pm. 3.30pm, 4.30pm. 6pm. 
7pm. 8.30pm, 9.30pm 

Pleasantville 12 noon, 3pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1.20pm, 3.20pm, 
5.20pm. 7.20pm, 9.20pm Urban 
Legend 7.10pm. 9.40pm You’ve 
Got M@ll 12.50pm, 3.30pm. 
6.10pm. 8.50pm. 

Cinema 

London locals 

ACTON PARK 

ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) G- Park Royal 
American History X 1 pm. 3.30pm, 
6.20pm. 9.10pm Antx 11.10am 
Arlington Road 11.20am. 2pm. 
4.40pm, 7.20pm, 9.50pm Blast 
rrom the Past 7pm A Bug's Life 
12 noon. 2.10pm, 4.20pm Jack 
Rost 1 1 .30am Madeline 11am 
Mighty Joe 12.10pm. 3pm. 
5.50pm, 8.30pm Patch Adams 
4.20pm, 10pm Payback 1.20pm. 
4.10pm, 6.50pm, 9.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12.30pm The Ru- 
grats Movie 10.50am, 12.50pm. 
2.50pm. 4.&Opm, 6.40pm. 8.40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12,50pm. 
3.30pm. 6.1 Opm, 9pm ThsTNn Red 
Line 9 .2 0pm IMaikkig Ned 2.40pm. 
5.05pm. 7,10pm, 930pm You’ve 
Got MtsjU 1 .40pm, 7pm 


BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) & High 
Barnet Arlington Road 3.40pm. 
8.45pm A Bug’s Life 12.45pm 
Mighty Joe 1 2.45pm, 3pm, 6pm, 
8.30pm TOyback 1.30pm, 3.30pm, 
7pm, 9pm The Rugrats Movie 
12noon. 2pm. 3.45pm, 5.30pm, 
7.30pm. 9.15pm Shakespeare in 
Loue 130pm, 635pm Waking Ned 
2.45pm. 4.45pm, 7pm. 9pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Beck- 
enham Junction A Bug’s Life 
1.10pm, 335pm. 5.30pm Madeline 
3.45pni Payback 1.10pm, 6pm, 
8.40pm The Rugrats Movie 

I. 45pm, 4.15pm. 6.15pm Shake- 
speare in Love 8.30pm The Thin 
Red Line 7.40pm 

BEJOEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: Bex leyti each Arlington Road 
735pm. 9.50pm Blast from the 
Past 5.10pm. 9.50pm A Bug’s Life 
11am. 1pm. 3.05pm, 5.15pm Dead 
Man’s Curve 2.30pm, 9.45pm 
Jack Frost 11am Madeline 
12.10pm. 2.10pm Mighty Joe 

II. 30am. 2pm. 4.30pm, 7pm, 
9.30pm Patch Adams 12 noon. 
4.50pm. 7.20pm Payback 1 .1 5pm. 
3.25pm, 5.35pm, 6.50pm, 7.50pm, 
10pm, The Rugrats Movie 11.10am, 
12.10pm, 1.05pm. 2.10pm, 3pm. 
4.1 0pm, 5pm, 7pm Shakespeare in 
Love 4.10pm. 6.30pm. 9. 10pm The 
Thin Red Line 9pm waking Ned 
12.05pm. 2.05pm. 4.05pm. 
6.05pm, 8.05pm, 10.05pm You've 
Got M@il 12.25pm. 2.50pm. 
7.30pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
BR: Bromley North/Bromley South A 
Bug’s Life 12noon, 2.05pm Made- 
line 1 2 noon Mighty Joe 1pm, 
3.35pm, 6.10pm, 8.50pm Payback 
2.25pm. 5.45pm. B.35pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1230pm. 2.35pm, 
4.50pm, 7pm. 9.1 Opm Waking Ned 
4.25pm, 6.35pm, 8.45pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-461 1278) BR: Catford. 
A Bug’s Life 12.30pm Payback 
2.45pm. 5.45pm. 8.30 pm The Ru- 
grats Movie 1.30pm. 3.45pm, 6pm 
Urban Legend 8.40pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: West/East Croydon Hideous 
Kinky 3.45pm Shakespeare in Love 
6pm, 8.30pm 

FAIRFIELD HALLS (01 81 -688 9291 ) 
BR; East Croydon Saving Private 
Ryan 7.45pm The Siege 7.45pm 

SAFARI (01 81 -688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon. Aarzoo 8pm Mighty Joe 
5.30pm A Night at the Rootoury 
8.10pm The Rugrats Movie 
5.40pm The Thin Red Line 7.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Arlington 
Road 1.50pm, 4.30pm. 7.10pm. 
9.50pm Blast from the Past 
6.10pm A Bug's Life 1.30pm. 
3.50pm Mighty Joe 12.40pm. 
330pm, 6pm, 8.50pm Patch Adams 
4pm. 9.40pm Payback 1.40pm, 
4.10pm. 7pm. 9.30pm The Rugrats 
Movie 1.30pm, 4.50pm. 6.30pm. 
8.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.50pm, 3.30pm. 630pm. 9.05pm 
The Thin Red Line 8.25pm 
Waking Ned 2.30pm. 4.40pm. 
6.50pm. 9.20pm You've Got M@n 
1.20pm, 6.40pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) & Dagenham Heathway 
American History X 1.55pm, 
4.35pm. 7.10pm, 9.40pm Antz 
12mldnlghc Arlington Road 
1.30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 
Blast from die Fast 6pm A Bug’s 
Life 11am, 1.20pm. 3.50pm Jack 
Frost 1 1 .55am Madeline 10.40am 
Mighty Joe 11.10am. 1.50pm, 
430pm. 7pm, 9.30pm Fateh Adams 
4.40pm. 9.50pm layback 1130am. 

1 ,40pm, 4. 1 Opm. 6.50pm. 9.1 Opm 
The Prince of Egypt 11.50pm The 
Rugrats Movie 10.50am. 12.50pm, 
2.50pm. 4.50pm, 6.35pm. 8.30pm 
Shakespeare In Love 1pm, 3.35pm. 
6.10pm. 8.50pm The Thin Red 
Line 8.40pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
907 0719) e Ealing Broadway 
Arlington Ftoad 830pm Mighty Joe 
2.15pm. 5pm Payback 2.05pm. 
4.30pm. 6.50pm, 9.10pm The 
Rugrats Movie 2pm. 4,15pm. 
6.1 5pm Shakespeare In Love 8.10pm 


EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY U0 12 (0990-888990) 
O- Tottenham Hale American History 
X 1pm. 3.50pm, 6.45pm, 9.40pm 
Arlington Road 12.15pm. 7.15pm, 
9.50pm Beloved 9pm Blast from 
the Past 4.40pm. 7.40pm A Bug’s 
Life 11am, 12noon. 1.1 Opm, 
2.10pm, 3.40pm. 6.40pm Jack 
Frost 10.30am Life is Beautiful (La 
Vita e Bella) 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Madeline 11.15am, 1.20pm. 
3.30pm Mighty Joe 12.30pm. 
3.15pm, 6pm, 8.45pm Patch Adams 
12.50pm. 10.10pm Payback 11am, 

I. 25pm, 4.20pm. 7pm, 9.30pm 
The Rugrats Movie 10.45am. 

I I . 30am. 12.45pm. 1 .45pm, 3pm. 
4pm. 5.15pm. 6.10pm. 7.30pm. 
8.20pm Shakespeare In Love 
3.05pm, 6.25pm. 9.10pm The Thin 
Red Line 4.30pm, 8. 10pm Waking 
Ned 11.45am, 1.50pm. 4.10pm. 

m You’ve Got 


6.30pm. 9.20pm 
M@il 8.50pm 

ELEPHANT & CASTLE 
CORONET (0171-703 4968) 
■©■ Elephant & Castle Arlington 
Road 6pm. 8.30pm A Bug's Life 

I. 30pm, 3.30pm Madeline 2pm 
Mighty Joe 1.10pm, 3.40pm, 
6.10pm, 8.3(kim Payback 4.15pm. 
6.30pm. 8.40pm 

FELTHAM 

ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR- Feitham Aa Ah Laut 
Chalen 9.10pm Aarzoo 11.30am, 
3pm, 6.20pm, 9.45pm American 
History X 4.10pm. 7pm. 9.40pm 
Blast from the Rise 11.30am. 2pm. 
4.20pm. 6.50pm A Bug's Life 

II. 30am. 12.30pm. 1.50pm, 
2.50pm. 4pm. 5pm International 
Khiladl 12.20pm. 3.40pm. 7pm, 
930pm Jack Frost 11.40am Made- 
line 1 1 .40am. 1 .40pm Mighty Joe 
11.10am. 1.40pm. 4.10pm, 6.40pm. 
9.10pm A Night at the Roxbury 
1 Opm Patch Adams 1 1 ,40am. 2pm, 
4.40pm, 7.20pm, 9.50pm nyback 
2pm. 4.30pm. 6.50pm. 7.50pm. 
9.20pm. 10pm Pleasantville 
11.10am, 1.40pm The Rugrats 
Movie 11am. 12noon. lpm,2pm, 
3pm, 4pm, 5pm. 6pm. 7.40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3.40pm, 
6.10pm, 8.50pm TheThin RedUne 
6.10pm. 9.30pm Waking Ned 
12.30pm, 2.30pm, 4.30pm, 
6.50pm, 9pm You've Got M@U 
12 noon. 2.30pm. 5pm, 7.30pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) «■ East Finchley Ancz 
10.40am Arlington Road 1pm, 
.3.50pm. 6.30pm, 9.10pm Blast 
from Che Past 6. 10pm A Bug’s Life 
10.30am, 12.50pm. 3.20pm Jack 
Frost 10.30am Life Is Beautiful (La 
Vita fr Bella) 9.40pm Madeline 
11.20am Mighty Joe 10.30am. 
1 20pm. 4.1 0pm. 7pm Patch Adams 
3.30pm. 930pm Payback 2.10pm. 
4.50pm, 7.10pm, 9.50pm The 
Prince of Egypt 10.35am The Ru- 
grats Movie 11am, 1.15pm, 
3.40pm. 5.30pm, 8.20pm Shake- 
speare In Love 1.10pm. 4pm, 
6.50pm. 9.30pm The Thin Red Line 
6.30pm Waking Ned 1.40pm, 
4.15pm, 6.40pm. 8.50pm You’ve 
Got M@il 12.40pm. 6.20pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059) ■& Finchley Road Arlington 
Road 1.15pm, 3.50pm, 6.40pm. 
9.20pm A Bug's Life 1.45pm. 
3.55pm Mighty Joe 1.20pm. 4pm. 
6.35pm, 9.15pm Fateh Adams 
10.15pm RayfeKk 2pm, 4.30pm, 
7pm. 9.30pm Pleasantvflle 
12.30pm. 6.05pm The Rugrats 
Movie 2.15pm, 4.15pm. 6.15pm. 
8.15pm Shakespeare in Love 1pm, 
3.45pm, 6 2 5pm. 9. 1 Opm The Thin 
Red Line 6.05pm. 9.25 pm Waking 
Ned 12.40pm. 2.55pm, 5.15pm, 
7.30pm, 9.40pm Ybu've Got M@fl 
3.20pm. 8.50pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 4134) ■& Golders 
Green Payback 6.10pm. 8.35pm 
The Rugrats Movie 2pm, 4pm 

GREENWICH 

GREENWICH CINEMA (0181-293 
0101) BR: Greenwich Arlington 
Road 3.55pm, 6.30pm, 9pm 
Mighty Joe 4pm. 6.T 5pm Payback 
4.35pm. 6.55pm, 9.15pm Shake- 
speare in Love 8.30pm 

HAMMERSMITH 

virgin (0870-907 07 1 8) ^ Ham- 
mersmith A Bug’s Life 12.40pm 
Mighty Joe 12.30pm. 3.l0pm,6pm 
Payback 3.1 5pm. 6.30pm, 9pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 1 .20am, 1 -30pm, 
3.40pm. 550pm. 8pm Shakespeare 
In Love 8.40pm Waking Ned 
1 .30pm, 3.40pm, 6pm, 8.40pm 
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HAMPSTEAD 

i 0870 * 902 oz,1 3) OBeteize 
Park Ainerian History x 2 .A5pm. 

Ufe “ Beautiful 
6 SeUaJ 5.45pm, 8.30pm 
The fb&ats Mode 2pm.Apm.6pm 
Shake^ieare In Lowe 8.15pm 

HARROW 

^WRl CINEMA (0181-426 0303) 
f Harrow-on-the-HHI Aarzoo 
».45pm International Khlladl 

I . 30pm, 5pm, 8.45pm 

W*«|J ER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) e H arrow- on -che-H 111 
American History X 1.10pm, 
3.55pm, 6.35pm. 9.20pm Ant? 
llam Arlington Road 12,10pm, 
6.05pm. 9pm Blast from 
, , cf 3 ® 6 6 P m A Bug's Life 

II. 50am, 1.15pm, 3.40pm Jack 
Frost 1 0.50am Madeline 10.50am 
“'ghey Joe 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 
6.10pm. 8.55pm Patch Adams 
4pm, 9.40pm flyback 11.10am. 
1.40pm. 4.20pm, 7pm. 9.30pm 
The Prince of Egypt 9.55am 
The Rugracs Movie 12 noon, 
2.10pm, 4.20pm, 6.50pm. 8.S0pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.10pm. 
«0pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm, 1 1.40pm 
The Thin Red Line 8.40pm 
Hbking Ned 1.20pm, 3.40pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm You've Got M@ll 
1.10pm. 6.40pm. 12.10am 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) e Arch- 
way Arlington Road 6.05pm. 
8.40pm Beloved 7.45pm Blast 
from the Past 5.10pm A Bug’s life 
12.05pm, 2pm, 4pm Madeline 
12noon Mighty Joe 1pm. 3.35pm, 
6.10pm. 8.45pm Flyback 1.55pm, 
4.15pm. 6.35pm. 8.55pm The 
Rugrats Movie UOpm. 3.20pm. 

5 JOpm. 7 .20pm. 9.20pm Shake- 
^peare In Love 6 pm. 8.35pm The 
Thin Red Line 12.50pm. 4 . 20 pm. 
7.50pm Waking Ned 12.30pm, 
2.40pm, 4.50pm. 7pm, 9.10pm 
Ifou’ve Got M@3 1 2-20pm. 2.45pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007) « Gants 
Klfl A Bug's Life 11 .55pm. 1.55pm. 
3.55pm Mighty Joe 12.10pm, 
2.50pm. 5.30pm, 8.30pm Patch 
Adams 5.55pm, 8.25pm Payback 
12.10pm, 2.50pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm 
The Rugrats Movie 12noon. 
2.1 0pm. 4.20pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 
Waking Ned 12.40pm. 3.20pm. 
5.40pm. 8.35pm 

KDLBURN 

TRICYCLE CINEMA (0171-328 
1000) O Kilbum Waiting Ned 
7pm, 9.15pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409) 
BR: Kingston A Bug's Life 
1.05pm, 3.10pm. 5.15pm 

Payback 1.1 0pm. 3.30pm, 
6.05pm. 8.30pm The Rugracs 
Movie i.40pm, 3.50pm, 6 pm 
Shakespeare in Love 8.05pm 
The Thin Red Line 7.20pm 

NIUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705-050007) G Hlgh- 
gate A Bug's Life 12.30pm. 2.30pm 
Hilary and Jackie 8.30pm Mighty 
Joe 1 pm. 3.30pm, 6 pm Payback 
1 .30pm. 4.1 5pm. 6.30pm, 8.55pm 
The TWn Red Line 4 35pm, 7.50pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) 
BR: Peckham Rye American 
History X 4pm. 6.35pm, 9.10pm 
Arlington Road 3.55pm. 6.30pm. 
8.55pm Beloved 8.30pm Mighty 
Joe 2.30pm. 5pm Payback 
4.35p'm. 6.50pm. 9.15pm The 
Rugrats Movie 2.15pm. 4.20pm, 
6.25pm. 8.25pm Waking Ned 
2.45pm. 4.50pm. 6.55pm, 9.05pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-902 0407) BR: Purtey 
Arlington Road 5.30pm. 8.10pm 
A Bug's Life 1.25pm. 325pm Ufe 
is Beautiful (La Vita 4 Bella) 
8.15pm Mighty Joe 2.45pm. 
5.45pm The Rugrats Movie 
1.10pm. 3.10pm, 5. 10pm The Thin 
Red Line 7.10pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-902 0401) G Putney 
Bridge/BR: Putney. A Bug’s Life 
1 pm. 3.15pm. 5.25pm Payback 
1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.10pm, 8.30pm 
The Rugracs Movie 1.15pm. 
3.30pm, 5.45pm Shakespeare in 
Love 8.1 5pm The Thin Red Line 
7.35pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
BR/O Richmond Madeline 12noon 
Mighty Joe 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 
6.15pm. 9pm Payback 2pm. 
4.20pm. 6.45pm. 9 .20pm Waking 
Ned 1 .30pm. 4pm. 7pm, 9.30pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BR/G Richmond Arlington Road 
6.40pm. 9.15pm A Bug’s Life 
1.20pm. 3.30pm The Rugrats 
Movie 12.50pm, 2.50pm. 4.50pm. 
7.10pm. 9.30pm Shakespeare 
In Love 12.40pm. 320pm, 6.10pm. 
9pm The Thin Red Line 1.10pm, 
4.40pm. 8,10pm Ybu’ve Got M@ll 
1.40pm 


ODEON (08705-050007) G Brix- 
ton American History X 3.10pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm. B el oved 7.40pm 
A Bug’s Life 11.50am. 1.50pm. 
350pm, 5.45pm Madeline 1250pm 
Mighty Joe 12.40pm. 3.20pm. 
6 pm. 8.40pm Payback 12,50pm, 
3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm Waking 
Ned 1 ,40pm. 4pm. 520pm. 8.40pm 

SURREY QUAYS 
HO (0990-888990) G Surrey Quays 
American History X 1.40pm, 
420pm. 7pm. 9.45pm Arlington 
Road 12.30pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 
9.10pm A Bug’s Ufe 11.30am. 
2.10pm, 4.30pm Madeline 
11.15am. 1.15pm Mighty Joe 
12.1Spm. 320ptn. 6 pm, 8.40pm 
to* Adams 7.1 Opm. 9.40pm fly- 
back llam, 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 
6.50pm, 9.35pm The Rugracs 
Movie 10.45am, 11.45am, 
12.45pm. 2pm. 3pm. 4pm, 5.15pm, 
6.20pm, 7.20pm. 820pm Shake- 
speare In Love 3.4Qpm, 6.40pm. 
9.30pm The Thin Red line 920pm 
Waking Ned 1pm, 3.50pm. 
6.30pm. 8.50pm 

SUTTON 

UC1 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sutton 
Arlington Road 6.45pm, 9.45pm 
A Bug's Life 10.45am. 1pm. 
3.30pm Ufe is Beautifel (La Vita 
6 Bella) 9pm Madeline 1.15pm 
Mighty Joe 12.30pm. 3.15pm, 
5.50pm Payback llam. 1.30pm. 
4.15pm. 7pm. 9.30pm The Rugrats 
Movie 11.30am. 1.45pm. 4pm. 
6.1 5pm. B.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 6.30pm. 9.1 5pm Waking Ned 
3.45pm, 6 pm. 8.45pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705-050007) G Uxbridge 
Arlington Road 6.10pm, 8.45pm 
ABugfeLife 1 1 50am, 2pm, 4.05pm 
IWguy Joe 1 20pm, 350pm. 620pm 
Patch Adams 8.50pm The Prince 
of Egypt 1 1 .1 0am 

WALTHAMSTOW 
ABC (0870-902 0424) G Waltham- 
stow Central A Bug’s Life 1.25pm. 
3.30pm Payback 2.30pm. 520pm, 
8.30pm The Rugrats Movie 
1.40pm. 3.40pm, 5.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 5.40pm. 8.10pm 
The Thin Red Line 7.20pm 

WALTON 

THE SCREEN (01932-252825) 
BR: Walton-cn-Thames Life is Beau- 
tiful (La Vita & Bella) 8.30pm The 
Rugrats Movie 2.40pm. 4.35pm, 
6.35pm Waking Ned 3pm. 5pm. 
7pm. 9pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) 
BR: Eltham A Bug’s Life 2pm Pay- 
back 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm 
The Rugrats Movie 1.20pm, 
3.30pm. 5.25pm. 7.10pm. 9pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/G 
Wimbledon/ A Bug’s Life 11.35am. 
1.30pm. 3.30pm. 5.30pm Jack 
Rost 12noon Mighty Joe 1135am. 
1.45pm. 4pm. 6.15pm Payback 
2pm, 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm 
The Rugrats Movie 12.15pm. 
2.15pm. 4.15pm. 6.15pm. 8.30pm 
Shakespeare in Love 8.30pm The 
Hun Red Line 7.30pm Waking Ned 
2.30pm. 4.45pm. 6.45pm. 8.55pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) G South 
Wbodford Arlington Road 8.10pm 
A Bug's Life 1.40pm Nyback 
3.55pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 ,20pm. 3.20pm, 
5.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.40pm, 5.25pm The Thin Red 
Line 7.25pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
d Turnpike Lane Daag 5.30pm 
Laa Wans 8.45pm Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen 2pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Wwlch Arsenal A Bug's Life 1.30pm. 
5.30pm Madeline 3.30pm Mighty 
Joe 1.10pm. 3.40pm. 6.10pm. 
8.30pm The Thin Red Line 7.30pm 


Cinema 

Repertory 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-902 0419) BR: Romford. 
Arlington Road 8.20pm A Bug’s 
Life 1 ,30pm Patch Adams 1.40pm 
Payback 3.35pm. 6 pm. 8.30pm The . 
Rugracs Movie 2.10pm. 3.50pm. 
5.30pm The Thin Red Line 4.05pm. 
7.35pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705- 
050007) BR: Romford Arlington 
Road 2.50pm, 5.40pm, 8.25pm A 
Bug’s Life 1 pm. 3.05pm Madeline 
12.45pm Mighty Joe 12.30pm. 
3.15pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm A Night 
at the Roxbury 12.45pm Patch 
Adams 2.45pm. 5.45pm. 8.25pm 
Payback 12.50pm. 3.20pm. 
6.05pm. 8.40pm The Rugrats 
Movie 1 2.05pm. 2.1 5pm, 4.20pm. 
6.25pm. 8.30pm Shakespeare In 
Love 12.35pm, 3pm, 5.40pm. 
8.15pm Waking Ned 12.15pm. 
2.25pm. 4.30pm. 6.35pm. 8.45pm 
You've Got M@ll 5.20pm. 8.35pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN |0870-907 07 1 7) BR: Cnck- 
lewood Arlington Road 6.45pm, 
9.15pm A Bug's Life 11.45am, 
2 pm. 4.15pm Madeline 11.50am 
Mighty Joe 12.30pm. 3.15pm. 
6.10pm. 3.40pm Payback 1pm, 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.15pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 1 .30am. 1 .30pm. 
3.45pm. 6 pm. 8.1 5pm Shakespeare 
In Love 3.1 0pm. 6 pm. 8.50pm 
UbkfngNed 2 pm. 4. 15pm. 6J0pm, 
8.45pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW PICTURE HOUSE (0181 -555 
3366} BR/G Stratford Arlington 
Road 8.55pm A Bug's Ufe 
12.15pm. 2.15pm Gods and 
Monsters 8.35pm Jack Frost 
12 . 10 pm Mighty Joe II. 55am. 
2 . 10 pm. 4.25pm. 6.40pm Payback 
2 . 1 5pm. 4 .30pm, 6.45pm. 9. 1 Opm 
The Rugrats Movie 11.30am. 
1.20pm. 3 . 10 pm. 5pm. 6.50pm 
Waking Ned 4. 1 5pm. 6.25pm. 9pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0415) 

BR: Sneatham Hill Arlington Road 
-,2.35pm. 5.45pm. 8.35pm Patch 
"Adams 8.30pm The Rugrats Movie 
2.15pm. 4.25pm. 6.35pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.25pm. 
' 5.35pm. 8.25pm 


LONDON 

ONE LUM1ERE OueensberTy Place. 
SW7 (0171-838 2144/2146) 

L Am our en Fulte (NC) 6.30pm 
Domicile Conjugal (NC) 8.45pm 

ICA CINEMA The Mall. SW 1 (0171- 
930 3647) The Promise (NC) 5pm. 
7pm. 9pm Modulations (NC) 
6.30pm, 8.45pm 

THE LUX CINEMA Htwton Square. 
N1 (0171-684 0201) Rio at Line 
Time of che Gypsies (1 5) 6.30pm 
+ Gadjo Dilo 9pm 

NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank.SEI (0171-9283232) Snake 
Eyes (15) 2.30pm Addendum (NC) 
6.1 5pm The Bitter Tea of Gener- 
al Yen: Anything Goes (NC) 6.30pm 

PHOENIX CINBVIA High Road. N2 
(0181-444 6789) A Bug’s Ufe 
(U) 11.10am An Autumn Tble 
(Conte cfAutomne) (U) 1.10pm. 
6.20pm. 8.50pm La Vita 6 Bella 
(PG) 3.40pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) U-1Um (18) 
1.30pm The Full Monty (IS) 
4.20pm Fear and Loathing In Las 
Vegas (1 8) 6.20pm My Name is Joe 
(15) 9.10pm 

THE PULLMAN EVERYMAN Holly 
Bush Vale. NW3 (0171-606 2345) 
An Autumn Tale (Conte 
d’Automne) (U) 3.50pm. 6.20pm, 
8.45pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road. W 6 (0171-420 0100) 
Krzysztof Kieslowski: I'm So-So 
(NQ 7.1 5pm + The Double Ufe of 
Vetonique (15) 8.35pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford, Middx (01 81 -568 
1 1 76} The Apple (Sib) (PG) 5pm 
Waking Ned (PG) 7pm Central Sta- 
tion (Central do Brasil) (15) 9pm 

BRIGHTON 
DUKE OF YORK’S (01 273-602503) 
Fes ten (15) 1.1 5pm. 5.30pm Nia- 
gara Niagara (15) 3.30pm The 
Right Scurf (IS) 7.30pm 

CAMBRIDGE 
ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
Elizabeth (15) 12noon, 7.10pm 
American History X (18) 2.30pm, 
9.30pm Darling (NC) 5pm 

CARDIFF 
CHAPTER ARTS CENHS (01222- 
399666) La Vita h Bella (PG) 
2.30pm. 8 pm Via Satellite (NC) 
7.30pm 

IPSWICH 

IPSWICH FILM THEATRE (01473- 
215544) Madeline (U) 2.30pm 
Hilary and JacMe (1 S) 6 pm, 8.30pm 
Elizabeth (15) 7.30pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
A Bug’s Ufe (U) 2 30pm Shake- 
SpfearebiLwe(15) 5.30pm. 8.!5pm 


Theatre 

WEST END 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day; times and prices for the week: 
running times Include intervals. 

—Seats at all prices I — 5eats 
at some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — |l|: Sun. [31: Tue. ffl: 
Wed. pi: Hmr. [ 6 ]: Fri. [7]: Sac 

• AMADEUS David Sachet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shafer's ac- 
dalmed drama. Old Vk The Gil SE1 
(0171-494 5372) BR/G Waterloo. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4] 2.30pm, £7J 
3pm, E7.50-E30. 1 80 mins. 

• ANIMAL CRACKB 8 Stage vei> 
sion of the Mars Brothers classic. 
Lyric Shaftesbury Avoiue.W1 (0171- 
494 5045) G Ptcc-Circ. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm, [41(7] 3pm. £9.50-E30. 

CART Tom Mantuan, Danny Webb. 
Gary Olsen in YhsminaResa’s com- 
eity a&OUt art and friendship. Wyn- 
dham’s Charing Cross Road, WC2 
(0171-369 1736/cc 867 1111 ) 
6 Ldc Sq. Tbe-Sat 8 pm. [41 3pm. 
[7][1] 5pm, £9.50- £27.50. 90 mins, 

t BEAUTY Af© THE BEAST ^am- 
ity musical based on DisityS cartoon 

fairy taie. Dominion Tbttertiam Court 
Road.WI (0171-656 1888) ■& Ton 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4)[7] 
2.30pm. £1 8.5Q-E35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHER5 WHtyRus- 
gpll ’g Iwi gjuTinffig mi melodra- 
ma. Phoenix Charing Cross Road. 
WC2 (0171-369 1733) GLdc5q/lbtt 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5] 3pm. [7] 
4pm. El 1.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 

• BUDDY Muacalbiogehow hating 
the brief life of BodityHolty Strand 
Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 8800) 
G Covefit Garden/Charing X. Tue-Thur 
8 pm. Fri 5.30pm & 8.30pm, Sat 5pm 
6 8.30pm. mats (1) 4pm. £10- £30. 
half price Fri mats. 160 mins. 

I CATS Lloyd Wtober’s musical ver- 
ska of TS Eliot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (0171-405 
0072/cc 404 4079) G Covent Gar- 
den/Holborn. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
131(7] 3pm. £ 1 0.50-E35. 165 mins. 

I CHICAGO Maria Friedman and Pe- 
ter Davison star in ttts hit Broadway 
muslcaLAdefphl Maiden Lane. WC2 
(0171-344 0055) G Charing X. 
Mon-Sat 8 pm. [4)17] 3pm. E16-E36 
(Inc booking fee). 130 mins. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABR1DGB)) HwfavriSiMihiyr p 
Company fast-forward through 37 
plays- Criterion PVxadHIy Qrcus, WI 
(01 71 -369 1 747) G Pkc Ore Wed- 
Sat 8 pm. [5] 3pm. [7] 5pm. ( 1 ) 4pm. 
E10-E25. 120 mins. 

ICOPENHAGQi New drama from 
Michael Frayn about the discovery of 
the atom. Dudtess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171 -494 5075/cc 344 4444) 
■©• Cement Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
|5][7] 2.30pm. E10-E30. 145 mins. 

• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark T-iMp stars in this comedy 
about the sexes. Apollo Shaftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (0171-494 5070) -OPSoc 
Ore Mon-Thur 8 pm. Fri-Sat 6 pm 6 
8.45pm. E5-E25. cones available. 

• DR DOUTTLE PhilEp Schofield 
tnlW to the animals London Apol- 
lo Hammersmith Queen Caroline 
Street. W 6 (01 71-416 6022) «■ Ham- 
mersmith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4([7| 2.30pm, ends 28 Aug. 
E12.50-E32.50. 150 mins. 


• THE GIN GAME Frith Banbury 
directs Joss AcUand and Dorothy 
Ditto in this drama which centres 
around a lengthy game of Gin Rum- 
my. Savoy Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
8888 /cc 836 0479) BIVG Charing 
X/Embankment. Tonight 7pm. ends 
5 Jun. E9.50-E27.50. 

0 GOOD Charlez Dance in CP Tay- 
lor’s humorous drama. Donmar 
warehouse Eariham Street. WC2 
(0171-369 1732) GCowent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [51(71 3pm. ends 
22 May. E14-E22, cones available. 

1 GREASE Energetic stag e ver si on 
of the httHm. With Darren Day Cam- 
bridge Eariham Street, WC2 (0171- 
494 5080) G Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (41(71 3pm, 
E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 

GROSS indecency: the 

THREE TRIALS OF OSCAR WILDE 
Michael Pennington and William 
Hoyfand in Moises Kaufman's re- 
construction of the downfall of the cel- 
ebrated playwright. Gielgud 
Shaftesbury Avenue. W 1 (0171-494 
5065) GPIcc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[4]J7) 2.30pm. E7.50-E29.50. 


TAN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry’s widefy-aedaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thriflec Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 71 -494 
5085) O Leic Sq. Mon-Frl 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.15pm. (4) 2.30pm. [7] 5pm, 
E12-E29.50. 110 mins. 

• MACBETH Starring Rufos SeweO 
and Sally Dealer: Queen’s Shaftes- 
bury Avenue. W 1 (0171-494 
5040/cc 344 4444) G PIcc Circ. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [7] 230pm, ends 
5 Jun. £1 0.50- £2 8. 50. 140 mins. 

• MAMMA MIA! New musical 
about a mother’s reflections on her 
daughter's impending wedding day. 
Prince Edward Old Compton Street. 
W1 (01 71-447 5400) G Leic Sq/lott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5]|7| 
3pm. E15-E35. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER Al- 
ison Steadman and Stella Ganet star 
in this touching comedy about three 
sisters returning home for their 
mother's funeral. Vaudeville Strand, 
WC2 (0171-836 9987) BR/G Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 8 pm. |5][7] 3pm. £ 8 - 
£27.50. 120 mins. 

> LES MISERABLE S Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
W1 (0171-434 0909) G Pkc Ore. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5](7( 2.30pm, 
E7-E35. 195 mins. 


3 MISS SAIGON Musfeal which 
resets the Madam Buttafig tngadty 
to Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine street, WC2 (01 71 - 
494 5060) 6 Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4][7| 3pm. £8J50-£35. 
165 mins. 

• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie^ who&nmlt Sc Martin's 

West Street WC2 (0171-836 1443) 

& Isx. 5q. Moo-Sat 8 pm, (3) 2.45pm, 

[7] 5pm, £10-£24.50. 135 mins. 

• OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars in Rodgers and Hammersteia’s 
musical, lyceum Wellington Street, 
WC 2 (0870-606 3446) O Charing 
X/Embankment. Mon-Sat 730pm, 
[4] [7] 2.30pm, ends 26 June. 
£10-£35. 180 mins. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic muacaL Her Majesty 's Hay- ~ 
market SW1 (0171-49454004x344 
4444) G-Piec drc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
[4|[7] 3pm, £10-£35. 150 n3ns. 

• THE PRISONER OF SECOND 
AVENUE Richard Dreyfusa and 
Marsha Mason star in NeO Simon's 
comedy Theatre RnyaL Haymarkec 
Haymarket, SW1 (0171-9308800) 
•GPIcc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [4](71 
3pm. £1 0-E32.50. 

• RENT New Ybrk'Set musical in* 
^jired by Lo Boh&me. Shaftesbury 
Shaftesbury Avenue. WC2 (07000- 
211221) « Holbom/Tott Ct Rd. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (4] (7] 3pm, 
£1 2.50-E32.50. 160 mins.. 

R OYAL N ATIONAL THEATRE 
•OOriESUJF:Guk&>g Star Jonathan 
Harvey's new ptay gives a tender 
■ymiit of the life of Hillsborough 
disaster survivor. In rep. tonight 
7.30pm. ends 5 Apr. 150 mins. 

•lynmuft The Forest Ostrovdky^ 
sodal satire stare Frances de la Una: 
In rep. tonight 7.30pm, ends 1 May. 
Gxtesloc: E12-E18. Lyttehxn E8-E27. 
Day seats from 1 0am. South Bank. SE1 
(0171-452 3000) Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

0 THE BARBICAN: The Uon, The 
Wtedi and The Whrdrobe Adrian No- 
ble dfaecta the CS Levis Narnia cha- 
sics for children, in rep. tonight 
7.1 5pm, ends 8 May 

• TIE PTC Roberto Zucco Drama 
inspired ty a wanted p o atia 1 w r i tten by 
Kottes. hi rep. tonight 7. 15pm, ends 

1 May. Barixcan Theatre: £5-£26. The 
Pic £1 1-£1 8.50. Bartvcan Centre, EC2 
(0171-638 8891) BR/-0- Barbican. 

I SACRED HEART Two friends 

V fn fl(l* te fflinf|ki <*rHi«vMi Hi*n- 

pests. Royal Cowt Upstairs (at The 
Ambassadors) West Street, WC2 
(01 71-565 5000) -»LefcSq. Mon-Sat 
7pm, ends 24 Apr, £10, cones £5. 

I SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1870s musical featuring songs by the 
Bee Gees. London Palladium Argyll 
Street. W1 (0171-494 5020)0 Ox- 
ford Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, |4)[7| 
2.30pm, £10-02.50. 135 mins. 

• SHOCKHEADED peter Junk 
opera, featuring the Tiger Lillies, 
lyric Hammersmith King Street. W 6 
0 (0181-741 2311) e Hammer- 
smith. Today 2.30pm & 7.30pm, 
ends 10 Apr. £5-£18. 

• SLAVAS SNOWSHOW Slava 
Polounine returns to London. 
Piccadilly Denman Street. W 1 
(0171-369 1734) e Picc Clrc. 
Mon-Sat 7J0pm. [5](7) 2.30pm. 
£1 0-E27.50. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Hl-tech 
rolIer-musicaL Apollo Victoria 
WDrai Road, SW1 (0171-416 6070) 
BR/O Victoria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
131171 3pm. £1250-£30. 150 mins. 

• TRUST Gary Mitchell’s explosive 
drama. Royal Court Upsabs (at The 
Ambassadors) West Street. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) OLelcSq. Tonight 
9pm. ends 3 Apr. £ 1 0. cones £5. 

I THE WBR Conor McPherson's 

ifr ama i« up* in Tpph mri andCXSXBfaeS 

ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at die Duke Of 
York's) St Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) ■©■ Leic Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat r.30pm, (4)P1 
3.30pm. £5- £25. 90 mins. 

» WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein’s classic 
musical Prince of Wales Coventry 
Street. W1 (01 71-839 5987) e Le- 
ic Sq/Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
(5) pi 3pm. £1 8.50-E35. 1 60 mins. 

O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Iioyd Webber's new miuncal Ald- 
wych Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 836 2428) O Hoi bom. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (5) (7) 3pm, 
E10-E32.50. 120 mins. 


" ' YTHE iNK^MAlidN ON 

‘Good’ at the Donmar Warehouse 


WhatfeUr. 

(^7kytoi , spi^w^nruac<±ronidesa 
. German professor^ grarinni absorption 
by Nazism, Tiie deceptively humorous , 
drama focuses on his naive blindness to 
tiie implications of his actions despite 
their eventual contribution to the 
.horrific genocide. 

Who’slnlt? "” 

Charles Dance (r(gAi), Eaned 
tot The Jewel m the 
Crown blit more r 
recently seen in. ITVs 
Rebecca and the - 
: controvereiali/t/tuy 
and Jackie, plays : 

Haider, the liteiracirre 
professor unwittingly 
surfing the waves of 
. Nazi propaganda - ’ 



Ins Maurice, aJewi^ 

psychoanalyst played Ian Gelder. . 
Starlet of the moment Emilia Fox 
(ritfit) is the nubile student vrith whom 
: behas an afiair, while his Vingv'.’ v. 
suffering wfe (played by' 

Ttirner) fells apart, id the seams.- •' 

They Say Mout U 

strong casf in.a dari^ crisp fed spade 
productkm D l&bept^Bi^err: "-- r^' 

btdrpendentari Sunday. “TtbhBbleS ' 
until ffriwn wy.i y y, brims' vrilH u ny, 

but pointed observationTH 
Benedict . 

"A an cere attemp t to “ “ ' 
grapple witei some :'of lhe_‘ 
darlr^g t moral * nignnw nf 
our fime" JotoGipss, . 
Surutey lSegrapJiri-. , r . 



"ThemCs of iflusian, potency and 
radsnf fced tbe flinist of a gripping, 

ami a tilt fright ening, contemporary 
play” Michael Co'reney, Daily Mail 


Where You Can See It 

The Donmar^&ebouse, E a ri ham St. 
London WC2<0171 -36Q-1 732) 
to22May_ 

BLATRICE SODtHON 


UTRK STUDIO 400 Jokes with Che 

Devfl IkagtcimiediraboBt one man’s 

failal atiw n pf to an fpy film 

about Mexico. Mon-Sac ^im, mats 
Sat 4pm, ends 1 7 Apr. £9, cones £5. 
Mon - all seats £5. King Street. W 6 
(0181-741 231 1 ) 'G Hammersmith. 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Blood Knoc 
AKiol Higanfa d rama »»«nnTn«xi 
• the i”! 1 ” in ^Mirtbejd and raefam. 
Tue-Sun 7.45pm. ends 25 Apr. £10. 
cones £ 6 . Crisp Road. W 6 (0181-237 
1 1 1 1) Hammersmith. 

TRICYCLE THEATRE Up Against 
The Wall New black musical com- 
plete with huge afros. Mon-Frl 8 pm, 
Sat 8.15pm, mats Sat 4.15pm, 
ends 17 Apr. E8-E13.50. Kilbum 
High Road, NW 6 (0171-328 1000) 
■©■ KDbum. 


Theatre 

COUNTRYWIDE 

BARNSTAPLE 

QUEEN’S THEATRE Bing-Bong 
Keith Waterhouse's comedy about a 
pafr of television sitcom scriptwrit- 
ers. Starring Dennis Waterman 
and Patrick Mowat Mon. Tue. Thur- 
Sat, 7.45pm. mat Sac 2.30pm, 
ends 3 Apr. £1 1 -£14.50. Boutport 
Street (01271-324242) 

BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL .The Dispute 
Marivaux’s quas-soentific drama 
directed by NeO Bartlett Tue-Sac 
8 pm. mat Thur 4pm, ends 3 Apr. 
E7.50-E1 4.50. cones available. Bond 
Street (01273-328488) 

BRISTOL 
THEATRE ROYAL The Price Com- 
pelling drama about two estranged 
heathers, each of whom carries a 
burning truth. Mon-Wed 7.30pm, 
Thur-Sat 8 pm, macs Thur 6 Sac 
2.30pm. ends 10 Apr. £3-£19, 
cones available. King Street 
(0117-987 7877) 

DARTFORD 
ORCHARD THEATRE On Che Piste 
John Godbert raundweesnedy gives 
us a revealing insight into skiing 
holidays. Contains nudity Tonight 
7.45pm. £9-£1 1 . OAPs £7_50-£9.50. 
Home Gardens (01322-220000) 

HARLOW 

HARLOW PLAYHOUSE Canberville 
Ghost Musical version of Oscar 
Wilde's satirical ghost story Tonight 
7.30pm. £7-E8, cones E6-E7. The 
High (01279-431945) 

IPSWICH 
WOLSEY THEATRE The Glass 


BATH . 

AMERICAN MUSEUM IN BRITAIN 
BeautifU Beasts Animals hi Amer- 
ican Art Nineteenth-century sculp- 
ture, textiles, prints and ceramics. 
Tbe-Sun 2pnv5pm, ends 1 1 Note £5. 
cones £4.50. child £3 (md to mu- 
seum & grounds), exhibition & 
grounds only £2.50, chUd £2. Oaver- 
oon Manor (01225-460503) 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
H3Ts chilling ghost stocy Fortune 
Russell Street, WC2 (0171-836 
2238/icc 344 4444) ■©■ Covent Gar- 
dervHoRxm. Mon-Sat 8 pm. (31 3pm, 
[7( 4pm, £8.50-£23.50. 1 10 mins. 


THEATRE 

beyond the West end 

ARTS THEATRE Howard Crab- 
tree's When Pigs Fly Gay musical 
comedy poking fun at American 
culture. Tue- Fri 8 pm. Sat 6 pm 6 
8.30pm, Sun 6 pm, ends 3 Apr. £20- 
£25 cones £15. Great Newport 
Street- WC2 (01 71 -836 3334/cc 74 1 
9999) «■ Leicester Square. 

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE A Small 
Drop of Ink: Snake New work set on 
and around the Finchley Road. 
31 Marfr 1 Apr. 7pm & 9pm. £9-£12, 
cones available. Avenue Road. NW3 
(0171-722 9301) -©Swiss Cottage. 

KING’S HEAD, ISLINGTON Gob 

Jason Orange stars in this blistering 
attack on ait and culture. Tue-Sun 
8 pm, mats Sat & Sun 3.30pm. 
ends 1 8 Apr. £1 2-E1 4, cones £9. Up- 
per Street. N 1 (0171-226 1916) 
■©■ Angel/Hlghbury & Islington. 


traitof a faded Southern behe. Tue-frl 
7.45pm. Sat 8 pm. mats Wed 6 Sat 
2.30pm. ends 3 Apr. £5-£14. cones 
available. Gvic Drive (01473-253725) 

NEWBURY 
WATERMILL THEATRE Danger- 
ous Corner JB Priestley's thnBer 
about a suspicious suicide. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. ends 8 May. E6-E16.50. 
Bag nor (01635-46044) 

PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE Loot Michael Elph- 
lck and Letitia Dean star in Joe Or- 
ton’s black comedy. Mon-Thur 
7.30pm, Ri & Sat 8 pm. mats Thur 
2.30pn, Sat 5pm. ends 3 Apr. £9- 
£1 1 .50. cones available. Embank- 
ment Road (01 733-552439) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE Hushabye 
Mountain Jonathan Harvey’s new 
piayscim Heaven and on Earth. Tue- 
Sat 7.45pm. mat Sac 2.30pm. ends 
3 Apr. £7.50-£1 1 .50. Kngland Road 
<01202-685222) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream Star- 
ring Josette Simon and Nicholas 
Jones. Tonight 7.30pm, ends 9 Oct. 
£5- £39. Watereide (01 789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE Volpone Mal- 
colm Stony plays the avaricious 
hero. Tonight 7.30pm, ends 9 Oct 
£5-£36. Waterside (01 789*295623) 

WATFORD 
PALACE THEATRE The Late Mid 
die Classes Harold Pinter directs 
Simon Gray'S study of fem^y conffict 
Mon-Thur 7.45pm, Fri & Sat 8 pm 
mac today 2.30pm. ends 10 Apr. 
£4-£1 5.75. cones available. Claren- 
don Road (01923-225671) 


BOX OFFICE 


How Booking 

FOLLOWING HIS sterling fund-raising 
efforts for Comic Relief, Lenny Henry 
(below) is going on tom: Book now for a 
chance to see the feisty Brummie stand-up, 
live and dangerous. 

7bvrIitfyrmatum(Q891-455480)29AprtD6Jim 


Last Chance to Book 

IANDUBY (belo w) AND THE BLOCKHEADS 
will be performing a one-off gig in April and 
despite worries about Duty's health, the 
band is said to be working on a new alhnm 
Btackheafh Concert Halls, London SE3 
<0181-453 0100) 8 Apr 



Exhibitions Classical 


music 


FITZWILL! AM MUSEUM 
Rembrandt and the Passion The 
museum's Wthtfanilmg wy llwHi)!! nf 
prints. Tue-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 
2.1 5pm-5pm. ends 20 Jun. free. 
Humpington Street (01223-332900) 

LONDON 

HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caul Held More than 50 colourful 
pa i nt i ng * by the landing B ritish 
artist Mon, Thur-Sun 70am-6pm, 
Tue 6 Wed 10am-8pm, ends 
11 Apr. £ 6 . cones £4. family £12. 
Belvedere Road SE1 (0171-960 
4242) BR/G Waterloo. 

NATIONAL GALLERY Portraits by 
es Major exhfoitiot 
drawings by the 
French artist Mon. Tue, Thur-Sun 
1 0am-6pm, Wed 1 0arrv-1 Opm. ends 
25 Apr. £ 6 , cones £4. Wed £4 7pm- 
10pm. Trafalgar Square WC2 (01 71- 
747 2885) ■©■ Leicester Square. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
Monet in the 20th Century Eighty 
painting* maitp after 1900. Mon- 
Thur. Sun 9am - 6 pm. Fri 6 Sat 9am- 
10pm. ends 18 Apr. £9. cones £ 6 . 
child (12-1 8) £3. child (8-1 1) £1 50. 
Burlington House. Piccadilly W 1 
(0171-300 8000) 0 Green Park. 

TATE GALLERY Jacksoh Pollock 
Abstract Expressionist wort Mon- 
Sun IOam-5. 50pm, ends 6 Jun. 
£7.50. cones £5, family £1 9 (Hrst- 
call 0870-842 2233 + £1.60 bkg 
Tee). Millbank SW 1 (0171-887 
8000) e Pimlico. 

NORWICH 

NORWICH ARTS CENTRE India 50 
Working People: Sebasclao 
Salgado Intemafannalty acclaimed 
photographer portrays of Indian Ufe. 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 11am- 
4pm. ends 8 Apr, free. Reeves Yard. 
Sc BenetSctis St (01603-660352) 

OXFORD 

MUSEUM OF MODERN ART Some- 
where Bse: Willie Doherty New 
video i n stallation. Tue-Sun 1 1am- 
fipm (Thur to 9pm). ends 4 Apr. 
£2.50 (free Wed am & Thur pm), 
cones £1 .50. child free. Pembroke 
Street (01865-722733) 

STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Quoit 
Montserrat: Veronica Ryan Marble 
sculpture. Mon-Sat 11am-7pm. 
Sun 1 1 am-5pm. ends 11 Ape £3.50. 
cones £2. (01736-796226) 


Events 


CAMBRIDGE 

CORN EXCHANGE Ensenfee Bash 
the pe rcu ssion e n se roM e in concert 
Tonight 7.15pm. £ 8 . cones £ 6 . 
Wheeler. Street (01223-357851) 

CAKWT 

ST DAVUTS HALL Mozart Festival 
Orchestra and . Chorus/Moulds 
HandePa MesrioA per fo rmed by can- 
(flelight Tonight 7.3Qpm. £ 1 2-£2 1 . 
The Hayes (01222-878444) 

LONDON 

ST JOHN'S, SMITH SQUARE Or- 
chestra and Choir of the Age of 
Enligh teamen t/Leonhardt JS 
Bach’s St John Passion. Tonight 
730pm. £ 8 - £ 20 . Smith Square. 
SW 1 (0171-222 1061) • West- 
minster - . 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL New. 
London ConsorVPIcketc Music lor 
Hotyfeek-lbnight 7.45pm. £8-£20. 
South Bank Centre. SE1 (0171-960 
4242) BR/O Waterloo. 

POOLE 

ARTS CENTRE Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra/Berglund 
jfar Double String 
Tonight 7.30pm. £ 6 - 
£24. Khvgiand Rd (01202-685222) 


POP 


BASINGSTOKE S 

ERROL BROWN Former-Hot' 
Chocolate vocalist on his ‘Still Seay* 
tour. The Anvil Churchill Way 
(01256-844244). Tonight 8 prn. 
phone for prices. 


OPERA 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM Orpheus and 
Eurydlce ENO revival of Gluck’s 
c^era. Tonight 8 pm. £5-£55. Sc. 
Martin’s Lane. WC2 (0171-632 
8300) O- Leicester Square. 

SADLER’S WELLS Hansel and 
Greoel HumperdnckTs opera in a pro- 
duction by TOslsh National Opera. 
31 Mar & 1 Apr. 730pm. E750-E60. 
Rosebery Avenue. EC1 (01 71 -863 
8000) ■» Angel. 


Dance 


CHELTENHAM 

EVERYMAN THEATRE English 
National Ballet: Tour de Force 
Extracts from five ballets. Today 
2pm & 7.45pm. £6.50-£18.50. 
Regent Street (01242-572573) 

CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Stomp Witty rhythmic symphony 
Tonight 7.30pm. ends 3 Apr. £1 0- 
£22.50. cones available. Oaklands 
Park (01243-781312) 

WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
CLIFFS PAVILION St Petersburg 
Ballet Theatre: The Nutcracker 
Lavish production of Tbhaifaovsty’s 
fairytale. Today 2.30pm & 7.45pm. 
£9-£27. Station Rd (01 702-351 1 35) 


COMEDY 


SOUNDS OF THE FOREST D Gala 
concert in aid of the British Heart 
Foundation- Wilde Theatre South 
Hill Park (01344-484123) Tonight 
7.30pm. £7, cones £5. 

LEATHERHEAD 

MAMMAL MONTH - OTTERS AND 
WATER VOLES Illustrated talks 
and activities. Newer Wood Edu- 
cational Nature Reserve Mil Way 
(01 372-379509). Tbnlght 7.30pm- 
9pm. £3. child £2.50. 

LONDON 

MOSCOW STATE CIRCUS Interna- 
tionally acclaimed ensenhJc. Alexan- 
dra Palace Park Wood Green N22 
(0421-565557/8/9) BR: Alexandra 
Palace. Mon-Fri 5pm & 8 pm, Sat, 
Sun. Bank Holidays, 2pm & 5pm. 
ends 1 1 Apr. £8-£20. child £6-£1 5. 

EROTIC OSCARS - SEMI-FINALS 
Strippers of both sexes compete, 
raising funds for the Leycfig Drust 
The Improv Ton Ct Rd W1 (0171- 
387 2414) O Vterren St. Tonight 
7pm-1 2midraghL £10. cones £ 6 . 

PULBOROUGH 

POND dipping Discover whafs un- 
der the surface of the watei; children 
must be accompanied. Pulborough 
Brooks RSPB Nature Reserve 
Wiggonholt (01798-875851) 
Today 11am. 12noon, 1pm. 2pm. 
3pm. £4. child £1 .50, mems free. 


Literature 


LONDON 

HEPWQRTH AND NICHOLSON 
J mwtimn Rlapkanncl awwhifwvt the 

artistic couple. TbteGaSery ft® bank 
SW1 (0171-887 8765) ‘•Pimlico. 
Today 1pm, free- 

THE (INFAMOUS) ANNUAL CRICK 
CRACK GRAND LYING CONTESTL. 
StoryteDera from aD over tbe coun- 
try compete. The New Crick Crack 
Club. The Spitz Venue SpHalfteMs 
Market EC 1 (0171-392 9032) 
Tonight 8 pm. £ 6 . cones £4.50. 

SUTTOfWN-ASHHELD 
MORTIMER'S MISCELLANY An 
evening of with Sir John Uortimec 
Leisure Centre High Pavement 
(01623-457600) Tbnlght 7.30pm. 
£6.50. cones £5.50. 


GUILDFORD 

FASCINATING AIDA: BAREFACED 
CHIC AT YVONNE ARNAUD THE- 
ATRE Infamous cabaret trio. Mon- 
Thur 7.45pm, ends 1 Apr. from 
£1 3.50. MJUbrook (01483-440000) 

LONDON 

HARRY HILL AT HEN AND CHICK- 
ENS The Channel Fbur star’s sur- 
real humour 31 Mar & 1 Ape 830pm. 
£5. St tors Road. N 1 (0171-704 
2001 ) «■ Highbury & Islington 

LENNY BEIGE AT THE REGENCY 
ROOMS, NEW LONDON THEATRE 
Glitzy showbiz crooner Tbnlght 9pm. 
E15. Parker Street WC2 (0171-419 
7991) O- Covent Garden. 

THE COMEDY STORE Featuring 
Jim Sweeney; Richard Vranch, Josie 
Lawrence, Amty Smart, Lee Simpson 
and NeQ Mullarkey. Tonight 8 pm. 
£1 1 . NUS £7. Oxendon Street 
(0171-344 0234) -O Picc Circus. 

NORWICH 

RICHARD MORTON AND JUNIOR 
SI MPSO N AT NORWICH ARTS 
CENTRE Genial musical funnyman 


sun OUATRO, ALVIN STARDUST 
THE RUBETTES Nostagic 
triple-decker of 1970s favourites. 

De Montfort Hall Granville Road 
(0116-233 31 1 1). Tbnlght 7.30pm. 
phone for prices. 

LONDON 

JACK JONES Mellow easy-listening 
superstar behind the definitive 
version of Bacharach’s Wives & 
Lovers. Barbican Hall Barbican 
Centre EC2 (0171-638 8891) 

0 Moorgate/Bartncan. Tonight 8 pm. 
phone for prices. 

DAVID SOUL AND ANTONIO 
FARGAS Starsky and Hutch stars • 
perform in a funkily bizarre live 
music experience. The Fridge Townf ' 
Hall Parade, Brixton HHI SW2 (0171- ~ 
326 5100) BR/O Brtxton. Tonight 
8 pm. £12-£18. cones £ 10 . 

BELLATRIX Icelandic avant-garde 
experimentalists go pop. The 
Garage Highbury Comer N5(01 7 1 - 
607 1818/cc 0171-344 0044) 
BR/G Highbury 6 Islington. Tonight 
8 pm, £ 6 . 

TUCK & PATTI Flinky acoustic jazz 
din. Jazz Cafe tonway NWl (0171- 
91 6 6060; -O Camden Town. Tonight 
8.30pm. £18. adv £15. 

BACKYARD BABIES, FAMOUS 
MONSTERS, FUNGUS Scandinavian 
-metal from the flamboyant 
S.LA2 Charing Cross Road 
WC2 (01 71 -434 0403) OTbaenham 
Court Road. Tonight 8 pm, £ 8 . 

JOHN OTWAY. ATTILA THE 
STOCKBROKER Cult pub-rocker 
joined by the veteran ranting poet 
The Weavers Arms Newington 
Green RoadNI 4(0171-226 6911) 
BR/O Highbury & Islington. Tonjghn- " 
8.30pm, £5. 

MEAT LOAF Mr Loaf performs clas- 
sic (racks from a new Greatest Hits 
album. Wembley Arena Empire 
Way, Wembley Middx (0181-902 
0902) ■©■ Wembley Park. Tonight 
8 pm. E23.50-E27.50. 

PORTSMOUTH 

BIS Indie-tads grown bitter and 
disillusioned tour the new album. 
Social Dancing. Wedgewood 
Rooms Albert Road. Southsea 
(01705-863911) Tonight 8 pm, £ 6 . 

READING 

DRUGSTORE, THE PARADISE 
MOTEL. LAPLAND Isabel 
Monteiro's indie trio headline. 
AHeycat Live Gun Street (01 1 8-956 
1 1 16) Tonight 8 pm. £ 6 . 

WORCESTER 

DENNIS LOCORRIERE The smooth 
Dr Hook singer runs through toe 
X970s favourites. Huntingdon Had _ 
Crowngate (01905-61 1427) Tonight 
8 pm. £ 12 . cones £ 10 . ' 


MUSIC 

Jazz, World, Folk 


BRISTOL 

HUW WARREN BAND Jazz-folk 
suite entitled A Barrel Organ 
Fter From Home. AnroIRni Narrow 
Quay (0117-929 9191). Tonight 
8 pm. £ 8 , cones £ 6 . 


LONDON 
THE SCOTTISH 


CONNECTION 


ISlDg VO 

Duncan, Freddie King and Cathie 
Rae. 606 Cub Lots Road SW10 
(0171-352 5953) ■©• Fulham Broad- 
way/Earl's Court. Tonight 9.30pm. 
£4.95. 

DAVE CLIFF/ALEX GARNETT 
OUINTET Guitar and sax-led 
modern jazz. Barbican Centre 
Frees tage Silk Street EC2 (0171- 


and tbe star of The Real McCoy Ba *’ carVMoor g Jt ^ i 

Toniofir r in™ Vft er lonlgnt 5.30pm. free. r 


Tonight 8.30pm. £ 8 . St Benedict's 
Street (01603-660352) 

SWINDON 

BOB DOWNE - MILLION SELLERS 
AT WYVERN THEATRE High camp 
and high kicks galore. Tonight 8 pm. 
£12. Theatre Sq (01793-524481 ) 


CLUBS 


RHH 

BOOGIE NIGHTS AT BABYLON 
With DJs Diggler and Rinky Moth- 
er Tonight 9pm-late. £4. Kingston 
Road (01225-400404) 

CARDIFF 

WEDNESDAYS AT CUVB IFOR 
bach Jazz, funk, breakbeat, indie 
and retro. Tonight 9pm-late. £2.50. 
£2 before llpm. Womanby Street 
(01222-232199) 

LONDON 

THE DOUBLE SIX CLUB AT THE 

OFFICE AT THE OFFICE Seventies 


events. Tonight 6 pm- 2 am, £5. Rath- 
bone Place. W1' (0171-636 1598) 
O Tottenham Court Road. 


Tonight 5.30pm. 

NELSON RANG ELL Punchy bop 
saxist known for his US smooth jazz, 
output Pizza Express Jazz Club 
Dean Street W 1 (0171-439 8722) 
O Tottenham Court Road. Mon-Sat 
9pm. ends 4 Apr. £12.50. 

ANNIE ROSS Vocalist and actress 
m sultry cabaret mode. Pizza on the 
tok KnightsbfWge SW 1 ( 0171-235 

5273) ■©■ Hyde Park Corner. Mon-Sat 
9.15pm fi 11.15pm. aids 10 Apr. 
£ 20 . adv £18. 

STEVE SWALLOW Pioneering 
19»s bass guitarist Ronnie Scott's 
Frith Street Wi (0171-439 0747) 
e Leicester Square. Mon-Sat 
9pm & 1 1 ,30pm. ends 3 Apr. £1 5, 
mems £4. 

INVINCIBLES Trumpeter Damon 
Brown in funky mood. Sound 
Repufoflc Restaurant & Bar Wfardour 
Street WI (0171-413 1423) 
e Leicester SquaroPiccadniy a reus. 
Tonight 8.30pm. free. 

Worcester park 
PAVEMARRION big BAND Six- 
teen -Pfece swing and modern jaz 2 ea- 

m??, ;5?8 ne *'* Maldon Road 
(OI 8 I -337 1015) Tonight 8 pm. £ 5 . 
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SKYPflEMEH 

ROO Angle Al thB Way (1996) {7080* 

8JM The Wricking (1997) (31238). tOJOO 
finfy Plan (097) (W881580) 1t50 The 
Rflfi Bemert (S97) (6O7G7W0L 2-00 The 
WM4nQ (1S67) (34899)1 440 Jtogte Al toe 
Why (H9 (28054) SL30 ftmBy Plan (&B7) 
fl56S1) T30 Merthert Nary (^61) BjOO 
The Fifth Element (®97) (19780) ULOO LA 
Confidential (697) (27305WT). 12.25 Pho- 
tographing Fairies (1997) (706739) 2J0 
.VW Again (B9f) (B884Q1) 4JM) - &00 
Great White Hype (1996) (73517). 

3KY MOVKIIAX 
V 9d00 Bade tar the Planet of the Apes 
(S73) (0832). MjOO The fiockfonJ.FIes - 1 
SCI Lcwe LA (1995) (889481 1-00 Movie 
Magfc (7370^. «0 Femmes Fas*4 
(5025531 2J5 Action Heroes (7160219) 
3 jOO SomeflHng Borrowed, Something 
Bus Ct9S7) (30412). SAO The Rockford 
FIBS ~ 1 St* U>W LA. (®9S) (48505^. TOO 
Spedai Report Journey to Mars (S96) 
(95239) BJO B News Week in Review 
0*073) aoo Sta and Redemption (19*} 
(17509). 1UI0 Jackie Ow* First Strte 
(1995) (TH58CM24» Bordelo OT Blood 
(1998) (2000604). 155 UnH September 
(SM) (379468) X30 The Las* Days o» 
RBrtda the Ry (B96) (*9307). SLOS - 
TOO Socmftog Borrowed, Something 
a» (W7) £4110081) 

SKYOMEMA 

I 4-00 Rom He« 10 Twas (1958) (7563783). 

J 600 Golden Earrings (S47) £966832) 
0-00 A Glide for the Married Man (867) 
(29786771 10-00 The Kien*n Letter (1970) 

: £2006870) 1205 The Greet White Hope 
Ms?tS!«ea^l50TheFranchConnec- 

«on a (W51 (B7T4401V 3^5 Hai. HeB, Rock 
Jti’Rol (198?) (8089352) 5*0 Ctose 

jjuVOUR 

*-O0 Widows' Peak (1994) (4598306). 8-00 
‘Hue Sky (1994) (87600528) See Pick of the 
9-40 Disgraceful Conduct £0*1764) 
4000 BfcttAJp (1906) (4643561) tUS5 
..Jha Hoaow Reed (1995) (38553M) 140 
Shute Men (092? <85447359. 3^5 -6-00 

Bonfire of the 
Writies (1990) (3540600) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
4-00 Rshhfl Adventures (659899). 4-30 
A »ser Sornevihere P5487B3) 5^0 
Searching for Lost Wtarids (B883734) 6-00 
WlcSfs SOS (1536948) &30 Bom WM 
{3452035) Z30 RAreworU (64941$ 

8-00 Anhu’CCtarka (1138801) 430 Crea- 
tures Fartastio (348378® 030 New Kids 
on the Btoc {B39H44) 9-00 Neo-htazi 
Hirers 0489899) MO Right on Red 


Wednesday Radio 


RADIO 1 

(97B-89L8MHZ FM ) 

CL30 Zoe BaB. 9.00 Kevin 
Greening. 1200 Jo Whfley. 2M 

Mark RadcBfla 4-00 Chris 
Moyiea. S-4 5 Newsbeat 6JK) 
Dave Pearce. 8-00 Steve 
Lamacq - the Evening Session 
; *f*O0 Movie Update with Mark 
srYmode. KUO John Peel 1200 
Cafes Peterson 2-00 Cfive War- 
rea 4-00 - SJ30 Scott Mills. 
RADIO 2 
(8&902 MHzFM) 

6-00 Sarah Kennedy. 7.30 WfakB 
Up to Vitogan 030 Ken Bruce 
12-00 Jimmy Vtoung. 230 Ed 
Stewart 535 Johnnie VfeJker. 
TOO South by Southwest 9LOO 
Giants of SouL KLOO Top of the 
Pops 2 on 2. 1030 Richard 
Affinson. 12-00 Katrina Leskanich. 
3-00 - 4-00 Alex Lester. 

RADIO 3 

(902-924 MHz FM ) 

630 On Air. 

9-00 Masterworka 
1030 Artist of the Week. 
tLOO Sound Stories. 

13230 Composer of the Week: 
Reger. 

.1-00 The Racfio 3 Lunchtime 


PICK OF THE DAY 


230 The BBC Orchestras. 

-„430 Choral Evensong. 

5-00 In Tuna 

730 Performance on a Live from 
the Royal Festival Hall London. 
Hakan Hardenberger (trumpet), 
BBC Singers; BBC Symphony 
Chorus and Orchestra/Andrew 
Davis. Causton: Mfiennium 
Scenes (BBC commission; first 
performance). Britten: Fbur Sea 
Interludes (Pater Grvnas). 

. Bktwistfe: Endtess Parade See 
f Pick of the Day. 

[ 830 The British Renaissance. 
AFter a porfod of stagnation; 

Britfeh music has been in the 
ascendant for the last fifty years. 
Paii Griffiths surveys the 
Impressive achievements of 
British composers ri this period 
and considers how it is that, 
Ajfespite the huge dversity of style 
‘ %nd technique, they have 
managed to retain something 
pecuflarly British in their music. 

See Pick of the Day. 

840 Concert part 2. Tippett: 

The Vision of St Augustine. 


CHARLOTTE BRONTE’S (right) 
mental state while writing 
Jane Eyre is contextualised and 
imaginatively reconstructed in 
the Afternoon Play <2.15pm RA>. 

The last and largest event in 
Radio 3’s Sounding the Century 
festival, “Endless Parade 4 , a 
celebration of British music sin c e 
the war; begins with the live relay 
of a BBC symphony orchestra 
concert at the Royal Festival Hall 


9- 40 Postscript Twenty-five 
years after W H Auderris death, 
poets and critics reassess his po- 
etry and make a personal selec- 
tion erf readings (3/5) (R) 

1030 Ensemble. fci the final pro- 
gramme of the series, Penny Gore 
Nroduces a selection of perfor- 
mances by artists featured to re- 
cent prot ya r re nes. Brahms: 
Intermezzos to B minor, Op Tt9 No 
1; to C Op TI9 No 3 Alexander 
Taykx (prano> Baermam, attrib 
Wagner Adage for clarinet and 
strings. Gaudfer Ensemble. 
Janacek: String Quartet No 2 (toti- 
mate Letters). EndetBon Quartet 
Khachahrian, arr Heifetz: Sabre 
Dance Nbbla loud (vioSn) Sam 
Haywood (piano). 

10- 45 Mght t^ves. LaraCunv 
mtog explores the way the metro, 
subway and mderground sys- 
tems of the worfdb citfes have in- 
spired writers and artiste She 
taks to nove&st and bio^apher 
Peter Ackroyd, whose new book 
The Plato Papers’ focuses on the 
trial of Plato the orator to AD 3700. 
1130 Jazz Notes. 

1230 Composer of the Week: 
Schubert (R) 

130 - 630 Through the Mght 
RADIO 4 
C92A-84BMHZFM) 

6-00 Today. 

930 NEWS; Midweek. 

9-45 Serial: Plate. 

1030 NEWS; Wbmanfe Hour. 
1130 NEWS; Southal Stories. 
1130 Our Man at Wembley. (Ft) 
1230 NEWS; Ybu and Yours. 
12.57 Weather. 


in Performance on 3 (7.30pm 
R3). An impressive sample has 
been drawn from Birtwistle, 
Britten, Tippett and Richard 
Causton. Midway through, in Tlie 
British Renaissance (&20pm 
R3), Paul Griffiths a£fer$ an 
opinion as to why there is an 
abundance of co mp osi ti onal talent 
and sounds a warning note fog* 
the upsurge is faltering. 

Dominic cavendish 


130 The World at Ona 
130 Inspiration!. 

230 MEWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: Making 
Space See Pick of the Day. 

330 NEWS; Gardeners’ Ques- 
tion Tma 

330 RigbyS Red Herrings. (R) 

3- 45 This Sceptred Este. (R) 

430 NEWS; Four Walla 

4- 30 The Larger Map. 

530 PM. 

5- 57 Weather. 

630 Six craock Newa 
630 King Street Junior. (R) 

730 NEWS; The Archers. 

735 Front Flow Mark Lawson 
with arts reviews, news and inter- 
views. 

745 l-figh Days, Holy Daya A se- 
lection of reaCGngs fix- Easter. 3: 
Easter Egga From the paschal 
egg to the Faberge egg, from 
pace-egg roBng to Newcastle to 
the lawns of The White House As 
related by Katherine Mansfield, 
James Joyce and Pope Pius V 
among others. Read by Charlotte 
Comwel, Denys Hawthorne 
Kathryn Hunt, Leo McKern and 
Leslie PhOpa 

830 NEWS; The Moral Maza 
Michael Buerk and regulars Janet 
Daley, David Starkey, Ian Harg- 
reaves and DaMd Cook investi- 
gate the moral questions behind 
the weekfe news. 

845 Lent Taks. The Dove De- 
sesndtog’. Writers from a variety 
of refigpous perspectives offer 
their views on the Easter story. In 
the last of the series, novefist 
Rhidian Brook relates how a sun- 



drenched, drug-hazed trip to 
Trinidad caused him to question 
accounts of the Resurrection. 
930 NEWS; Under Pressure. 
Pop star turned particle physicist 
Brian Cck struggles to firfsh Ns 
experiments before a big confer- 
ence. Are his bets of atoms real or 
just afigment of his rnagjnatiort? 
830 Mkfweek. Libby Purves and 
guests engage to ffveiy conversa- 
tion. 

1030 The World Tonight With 
Justto Webb 

1045 Book at Bedtime: My 
Mother^ House. Janet Suzman 
reads Colsttete memoir (3/5) The 
young Colette is caught up to her 
family's traditions and ceremonies 
concerning marriage and child- 
birth. (R) 

1130 NEWS; Old Harry's Gama 
Andy HamOtonte award-wtontog 
six-part comedy series, set to hefl. 
2: ‘Another Country’. The Profes- 
sor is convinced that societies 
evolve and mature. Then Satan in- 
troduces him to BU Ctrrton With 
James Grout, Jmmy Muivle and 
Robert Duncan. 

1130 I'm Glad You Asked Me 
That 

1230 News. 

1230 The Late Book: Age of 
Austerity. 

1248 Shipping Forecast 
130 As World Servica 
530 World News 
535 Shipping Forecast 
540 Inshore Forecast 
545 Prayer for the Day 
547 - 630 Farming Today. 


Satellite and Cable 


PICK OF THE DAY 


BLUE SKY (8pmFnmFbur).'Ibqy' 
Richardsons CIbm Jones) last 
film, was not a box-office smash, 
but it showcases two marvellous 
performances. Jessica Lange 
(right) has always impressed 
as women on the verge of a 
nervous breakdown (c£ Frances). 
She picked up an unexpected, 
yet well-merited Best Actress 
Oscar; as the wife of a military 
man (the equally good Tommy 
Lee Jones). When he is sent 
away on duty she embarks on 


(tC629D) «MX> CasuaMes of Peace 
(3835054) 1830 Rom ftnsfe with Low 
(384470 2). IfJXt Broken Heart (3464344) 
1130 Comeback Cfty $2802580) 12L00 
HtetoryofWiting (6443994) 100 Search- 
ing for Inst Vtortfc (8255046) 2*0 Cloea 
SKY ONE 

74)0 Court Duckuia (56035) 730 Grimmy 
(B887Q) 8JM Earthworm Jrn (20561) &30 
Goddb (29832) 94W Potamon (434t2) 
aao Slrpsorw (B7344) IOjOO Shadow 
Raiders (4t6G) KL30 Xena (16122) 1130 
Legend of the rtdden Oty (7«1S) 1Z4» 
%rzan (77967) 100 Mad about 
(55306) 130 Jeopardy pW3i) 2 joo Saiy 
Jes^ Raphael (42344)3-00 Jenny Jones 
(75035)4-00 Potamon (4238) 430 Shed- ' 
owRaktofs (5122) Star Trek Ntoyager 
(349E^ BJOO Americas Dunbest Criminab 
(466) 430 Friends @967) ZOO Simpsons 
PC?) Z30 Simpeons (4651) &00 Mortal 
Korrfcat Conquest (12054) SJOOXFtes 
{9229(^ 1030 Mari Uncovered p8667) 
-noo Friends (B5899) 1130 Startiefc \toy- 
agar (34896) 1230 Law and Order (6290) 
130 - ZOO Long Play (49233® 

SKY S*ORTS 1 

ZOO Centre (4222073) 7SS Unfimlted 

(303306) 835 on (7883625. a-OO 

Rackig (12141) 930 Aerobics 6907^. 
lOuDO Footbal (034^ IlOO Ffestrax 
(12580) 1130 -fatal PQ509) 12^ Aero- 
bes (45667) 1230 Snootar (8699) 230 
Faslrax (2238) 330 FootbaS (34325) 430 
Bouts (26572) 530 Pool (5463) 6-00 
c«re (3967) 630 Unbefembte (42^. 


an ill-advised affair with another 
officer (Powers Booth). 

The qualification process for 
die European Championships in 
the Low Countries next year is 
really hotting up. A lot is riding 
on tonight's game, Scotland 
vs Czech Republic (7pm Sky 
Sports l). The Scottish manager, 
Craig Brown, will be hoping that 
the rejuvenated Gary McAllister 
marshalls the team with his 
usual sense of authority. 

James Hampton 


ZOO Euopean Championsh ip Foot bal: 
Scotland vs Czech RBpubic (877734) See 
■Pick of the Day. KLOO Centre (366528) 
1QJ5 YxrtB on £80899) IlOO Pool 
(14073) 1230 Centre (4522333) 1245 
Marta on (7462265) 100 Footbal (82401) 
230 Rugby (B4371) 430 Centre 
(455S246) 4» Ctose. 

SKY SPORTS 2 

700 Aerobics (690031) Z30 Centre 
(472B293) Z45 Racing (B876528) 635 Fes- 
vax 65745898 8-45 Centre (9*7141) 9u00 
Fish (599073) 830 FHi (503948) IOJOO 
GoH (6041^. 1200 Footbal (8390344) 
200 Gotf (IB68SI) 6-00 LWriited 
(5576035) 6-00 V&tespartB (16678^. 

700 Goff (1954967) 1000 Rugby 
(2886B70) «30 rangside ^965967) 1O0 
Golf 0742623) 130 Mbterspcrts (4201517) 
230 Centre (29382772) 24S Close. 

SKY SPORTS 3 
1200 Sports (808306) 100 Fish 
(31028344) 130 Fish (SQ2987C) 200 fte- 
mtesh^ (27651290) 230 Bouts (19178^. 
330 Pcmertxiet (14S13528) 400 Footbal 
C27KW41) 600 Molar Racing (14508412) 
630 Goff (14593764) ZOO Rugby 
(29487293) 8-30 Ringside (30S44SS) 
KLOO OasricS (4933849^ 1130 Ctosa 

eurosport 

Z30 SMrerbica (97948 6-00 Cuing 
(B2122) 1100 Motocross (M648) 1130 
Cer on Ice (15677) 1200 Offroad (31754) 
lOO Ec^jestriantem (40412) 200 LS PGA 
Gotf T<xr (B6702) 300 Tennis (6509) 330 



Tennis (22306) 500 Olympic Magazine 
(054) 530 Start YburEnghee (33528) 
6-30 Strangtfi (8549^ 730 Holer Skafrg 
(0784) 930 Footbal (54493) 1130 Start 
Mxr Engines (B17B4) 1230 Ckxe 
UK eni w 

ZOO Crossroads (8105851) Z30 Neigh- 
bous (52B626) Z55 EestEnders (M34108 
830 The B9 (3832967) 900 Ttie Bfl 
(382321S) 830 The House of Bott 
(5839122) 1030 Rhoda (3845431) HOO 
Dates (4676899) 1155 Net^TbouB 
(75859832) 1235 EastEnders (2501988) 
100 Bugs (1173967) 200 Dates (M8229Cft 
205 TtiaE8 (1404561) 335 The B* 
(3557770) 305 EastEnders pOflCOg. 

430 Rhoda (15 40141) 50 0 Al Creatures 
Great and Stnal (6083752) GOO Dynasty 
(1186431) ZOO Ever Decreasing Crete 
(7330238) Z40 Last of the Surrmer Wine 
($79661) 830 Ttie Brtttas Empire 
(293850^. 900 One Foot h the Gwe 
(162S123. 9^40 CattBrine Cookson 
(46880739. 1120 The Bi (8752035) 1155 
The Bt (1349035) 1225 Between the Linos 
(29D42C) 125 Some Mothers Do M«re ’Em 
(E043329- 2JS Man (ram Aintie (8669536) 
300 - ZOO Shopping (3392868) 

LIVING 

600 Tiny (7909628) GOO 13 ptis 2 
(4842556T) 6^40 Geedysams @6094141) 
635 Phteert @8093412) 630 R*a Dot 
Shorts (98081677) ZOO Parertag (3860344) 
Z05 Professor Bubbia (193503!^. Z30 Cal- 
lou (B462B99. Z35 Btg Alert (7333431) 

Z55 Parenting (945849^. 800 Barney 


RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

9-45 - 10-00 Daily Service. 
1200 - 1204 News; Shipping. 
&A4 - SJS7 Shipping. 1130 - 
12-00 Today to Parliament. 
RADIO 5 LIVE 
(69$ 909kHz MW ) 

6-00 Breakfast 

9- 00 Brian Hayes. 

12-00 The Midday News. 

LOO Ian Payna 

400 Driva 

700 News Extra. 

730 John (nverdaleb Footbal 

10- 00 Littlejohn. 

tLOO Late Mght Uva With (stick 
Robinson. Inducting a late -news 
briefing at TLOO and at 1115 The 
FnanctaJ World Tonight and a top- 
ical late-night dscussioa 
LOO Up All Mght 
500 - 6-00 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(1000- 1019MHz FM ) 

600 Mck Bailey. 800 Henry 
Kely. 1200 Requests. 200 Con- 
certo 3-00 Jamie Crick. 6^0 
NewsrfghL 700 Smooth Classics 
at Seven. 900 Evening Concert 
ILOO Alan Mana2LOO Concerto. 
&O0 - 6-00 Mark Griffiths. 
VIRGIN RADIO 
(1215, 1197- 1280kHz 
MW 105£MHz FM ) 

6-30 Russ WiBams. 930 Mark 
Forrest LOO Nek Abbot 4.00 
Harriet Scott 6-45 London Cak- 
ing. 730 Pete and Geoff 10-00 
Gary Davies. LOO Richard ASea 
4-30 - 6-30 Phi Kennedy 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW) 

LOO The World Today. L30 One 
Planet L55 My Century. 2-00 
The World Today. 2^0 Meridian 
(Live) 3-00 The World Today. 

3-30 Wbrid Business Report 
3^45 tosigftL 4-00 The World 
Today. 4-20 Sports Romdup. 

4^0 - 7-00 The Vtorid Today 
(430-700) 

TALK RADIO 

6-00 David Banks and Paul Ross. 
9 jOO Scott Chisholm and Sally 
James. 12-00 Letts Talk Pels. 

LOO Anna Raeburn. 4-00 Sport- 
Zona 700 Seb Co& 8-00 Big Is- 
sues with Simon Heffer. ‘KLOO I 
James Whala 12AO - 6-00 
David Banks and Pail Rosa 


(9468870) 825 BabatoOS (B64509) 820 
Try fetes (3632290) 825 Thy (4579528) 
8-5 0 Parenti ng (9006257) 900 Spedai Ba- 
bes (07838Bfl) 930 Rosearme (7653580) 
10-00 Jeny Springer (999044) 9150 Mau- 
ry ftwich (339012$ 1140 8iodaidB 
(23757344) 1230 TTwough ttie KeyhdB 
(2B82V4Q. 1240 RS8CUB 811 • (46350734) -• 
1J0 Beyond Betef (39388580) 140 Maury 
Pmich (45978S) 230 Spectal Babies 
(B75OSO0) 3JW Jany Springer £882967) 
3JS0 Wdad Cde (41527B3) 440 1tirou£^ 
the Kayhola (985X26) UO Heath On 
(EE6685D 5-10 Ready Steady Cook 
(B6448S1) 635 Jeny Spmger (006257) 

Z05 Rescue 9T1 (t5678Jft. Z35 AnfcnaJ 
Reecue (4434870) 800 LA Law ^996431) 
900 Ha: Everything to Gain (2968290) 
Itoo Sac Fits (7934238) tLOO Ctasa 
TNT 

900 Abbott and Coateto in Hdywood 
(1945) (33333054) HOO White Heat (6489 
(B8315509) «5 Wtetworld (B7^ 

(7T400352) 900 Shaft (1971) (84957^7) 
5JD0 Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT COIKDY CHANNEL 

zoo Jany (4764) Z30 Grace under Fire 
(4073) 8-00 Sen (3412)820 Spin City 
P21E9. 900 Dead Donkey (30988) 930 
Whose Lhe bit Anyway? (45967) IOuOO 
Fraser (9508) 1030 Cheers (17696) ttOO 
Seinfeld (35431) 1130 Larry Sandare 
(87431) 1200 Lettarman (45791) 100 Gar* 
ry ShaneSng (20975) 130 Ntases (B7994) 
200 Dr Katr (533K) 230 Tbs and Ft* 
.(48159) 300 Alnost Farted (40739) >130 
Abbott & Costelo (B3739) 4-00 Cksa 
GRANADA PLUS 

600 Within Ttiese Whte (812876^ ZOO 
Howre Vtw rahar? (3306801) Z30 Ttie 
Odd Couple (4681788) 84» Rardfes j 
( 4715509) BJ3Q Wnd \b»r Language 
(4707580) 9-00 Coronation Street 
(4798832) 900 Emmerdaia (tt92306) 

1000 Upstafes, Downstairs (2756E2) 

HOO Gentle Tbuch (8356306) 1200 
Cormaflon Street (47B©6) tZ30 Bt> 
merdate {n96B25. 100 Mnd Ibur Lan- 
guage (4756342) 130 Me and My GM 
(1195493)280 Upstais, Downstairs 
(7846238) &00UNB Boat (3B678S). 4-00 
Professionals (239429(9. 900 Hart to Hart 
(44B796) 6-00 BnmenJafe (843825) 6JO 
Coronafion Street (2450896) ZOO Rofes- 
donals p«94^. 8JK> Bermy Hi 
(9434896) 9JOO Sweeney (9444832) 10-00 
Hale and Race (47S32E) 1030 Wheertap- 
pers' and Shmjers (4/28073) tLOO &ana- 
da Men & Motors (233114^200 Ctosa 


Regional Television Variations 


BBC1 N IRELAND 
*• MCI LOUDON A 


A» MCI LONDON & SC swept 

6-30 Newsline 6L30 (615) 9.30 Titanic - 
Madem Batter (523344) IQjfO Jasper 
Carrott . Back to the Front (289870) 
HL40 Uaighter in the House: the Story 
of Brttishafcom (334239). 1130 Ffrn 
2® with Jonathan Ross (88509)12-00 
The Word on the Street (4025623) 

«45 FBm: Mr Baseball (633826) 155 

Joins BBC News at (54157772) 

MCI SCOTLAND 
As B8C1 LONDON A SE except: 
1^30 Dotaman P2602W1) VL+S 
Ttrean Seunta (Enchanted Lands) 
(21982783), 0.00 News (685) OJO Re- 
porting Scotland; Whether (6®) 9dO 
Cancer St ate s (36696) KLOO Sports- 
cene - Match ol the Day Scotland v 
Czech Republic (7TB364) 1135 Laudv 
the Rouse: the Story of British St- 
Mt (02561). 12-Z5 FBm: Mr BceebaH 
unaosz). 250 Newsa* (S5S78081) 

BBC1 WALES 

As BSC1 LONDON A SE except: 
B-30 Wales Today (815) «150 The 
State (815896) 1130 Film 98 with 
Jonathan Ross (96509) «•«> The 
Word on toe street (4025623) 1235 
Welsh Questions (57975) 12.45 Flm: 


Mr Basebal (493420). 2.30 Joins BBC 
News 24 (2152505). 

ANGLIA 

As Cartton except: 12JH) 

News and Wbather (77^^0) _-_ 
Shortiand Stre et (943 0035) 130 Home 

News Headfines (42752T9). 335 Angfa 
News and Weather (4267290) 980 
WHpsrade (290) 9AO AngBa Nwa 
(43aiH5 Angsa News and weather 
(579073) TL25 FBm: Comrades erf 
Summer (725431) 120 Flm: Conflden- . 
tlai (932791) 3 jOS Trisha (6759178) 

440 Living a Bug's Lite 
4J5 iTVreghtscreen ( 

5^70 Coronation Street (54401) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton e xce pt: 12 . 20 Central 
News and Vltesther (7762290) 1^55 
Home and Awm (40T1344) 2JO Echo 
Point S6922986) 5JO Snortland 
Street (290) 6-00 Central News at Stic 
M3t) tU5 Central News and Weather 
te7K>73) <105 Jobftoder (8785246) 

5-20 Asian Eye (9321130) 

KTV WALES 

As csrtton except: 10-30 This 
Morning (44036560) HTVNews 


and Weather (4524122) 1ZJ55 Short- 
land Street (9430035) 130 Home and 
Away (35143702) 155 The Jerry 
Springer Show (1284126) 3-10 fTV 
News HeadSnes (4Z75219) 355 HTV 
News (4267290) 5^0 Up Beat (29(3. 
«4>0 HTV News (431) 1135 HTV 
News and Weather (579073) 

1125 Flm: Comrades of Summer 
(725431) 120 Flm: Confidential 
(832791) 3-05 Trisha 48759178) 

4-10 Living a Bug* Ufa (41141064) 
4.35 ITVMghtscreen (42828604) 
500 Coronation Street (54401) 

HTV West 

As HTV Wades except: 530 Live 
and Local (290). 

MERIDIAN 

As Cartton except: KUO This 
Morning (44036580) 1245 Meridbn 
News and Weather (452^22) 1255 
Shanland Street (9430035) 130 Home 
and Away (35W37D2) 155 Tha Jerry 
Spctoger Show (1284126) 340 1TV • 
News HeacBnse (42732^. 3-15 Mericft- 
an News and Whether (4267290) 5-00 
Home and Away (4344) 128 Three 
Minutes 0717716) 5^0 Big Day Out . 
(290) 500 MeritSan Tcrttftt (431) . 

1145 Meridian News and Weather . 


(579073) H25 FBm: Comrades of 
Summer (725431) 120 Film: Confiden- 
tial (332791) XOS Trisha (B75917B) 

440 Living a Boa's Lite (41141064) 

4*35 m/Mghtscraen (4^28804) 

5-00 Freescreen (54401) 
WESTCOUNTRY 
As Certton except: KUO Ttita 
Morning (44038580) 1245 Whsteountry 
News (4534122) 1247 fliuminatianB 
(7737503) 12.55 Vfesttountry 
Lunchtime Live (4011344) 340 ITV 
News HeadBnes (427520) 345 Wast- 
country News (4267290. 530 Peter 
Gorton tor Starters (290) 6.00 Wrist- 
country Live (431) 1115 Wristcouitry 
News (579073) 1125 Fim: Comrades 
of Summer (725431) 120 Flm: Confi- 
dential (932791) XOS Trisha ( 875 91 7a . 
440 Living aBugri Lite (41141064) 

435 (TVMghtscreen (42628604) 

500 Coronation Street (54401) 
YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except; 1245 Calendar 
News and Wteaher (4524122) VLS3 
Home and Away (4W134A 240 Bn- 
mertfate (5S922S86) 530 Tbntoht 
(290) MO Calendar (431) H45 Cal- 
endar News and Waather (579073) 445 
Jobfinder (8784130) 


TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 1245 

North East News and Weather 
(453387(9. 12J25 Jobfink (77B7S09). 
530 North Esst Tonight (26290) 

1145 North East News and Local 
Weather (579073) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 

&OQ Sesame Street (88304832) 

124NJ Bewitched (97595509) 

. 12^30 Sesame Street (2636054) LOO 
Planed Plant (67367948) 130 Australia 
WBd (97882987) 2.05 Fflm: The Proud 
Vriitey* (79642219) 4^0 Rteki Lake 
(67ra«5l)5O0 Planed Plant 
(90683677) 530 Countdown 
(67615431) 6.O0 Newyddion 
(93331764) 640 Heno (50350290) 
635 Pobcrf y Cwm (3ttt9122) 735 
Pe)Droed: Y Swtetir v Cymru 
(39555696) 945 Newydfifon 
(38822509)545 E R (15178764) 

-HL40 Brooksde (484W7Q2) 1145 Sex 
and the City (388350730 H4S The 11 
CClock Show (38834341) 1245 
Michael Moore - the AwfyJ Truth 
(14410994- 3-45 Transworld Sport 
(93991246). <140 Ctosa 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 


CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 


MANY CONGRATULATIONS to Mur- 
ugan Thiruchelvam, from New 
Malden in Surrey, who. at the age 
oflOyears and three months has be- 
come the youngest player ever to 
defeat a grandmaster. 

His splendid feat, which cut nine 
days off the record previously held 
by the American fifihani Nakamura, 
came on Sunday in the third game 
of a specially arranged rapidplay 
match with the grandmaster 
Jonathan Levitt 

Ironically, Levitt, who came fifth 
in the British Open rapidplay cham- 
pionships last year and won the best 
gune prize there, had been domin- 
ating the third game - whereas he 
had just escaped from the ropes 
after Murugan conducted the sec- 
ond spfexKfidfy But an attackoff over- 
confidence allowed the young titan 
to trap his queen. And though Muru- 
gan became very nervous and Lev- 
rtt squirmed so well that he at one 
point missed a draw; the grand- 
masterfinaQy resigned in a dead lort 
position with one second left on his 
dock; Murugan still had 90 seconds. 


43 Kg3 Qe4 44 13 Qc2 45 £sg4 hsg4 
46KS4 Qe4+ 47Kg5 g3! 48 Rf7+ Kg8 
49 Rg7+ Kf8 50 Kfc Qxh4+ 51 Ke6 
Qb6+ 52 KxS Bd3+ 53 Kg4 QhS 54 
Ra7 Be2+ 55 Kg5 Qh5+ 56 KfB 
QhG+ 57 Ke5 Qg5+ 58 Kd6 Bfl?? 59 
Ra8+Kf760 Ra7+ Kg8 61 Rg7+?? 
Qxg7 62 Bxg7 Kxg7 83 Ke5 Bxg2 64 
Kf4 E36 65 Kxg3 Bfl 66 Kf4 Kefi 67 
b4 Kd6 68 a5 Bd3 69 Kf3 Ke5 70 EE 
Ke4 71 Kel Kxe3 72 Kdl Bb5 0-1 
58 ...B£i?? was a gross blunder 
- 58 ...Qd8+ 59 Rd7 Qb8+ 60Kxd5 
Bfl would have been dean enough. 
For 61 Ra8+ KT7 (not 61 ...Kh7 62 
Rh8+ Kg6 63 Rg8-M 62 Ra7!+ is a 
draw. 

After a draw in game four, a 
tired Murugan was di^iatched by 
Levitt in the final two games for a 
match score of &5&5 in fevour of the 
grandmaster. 

White: Jonathan Levitt 
Black: Murugan Thiruchelvam 
London 1999 (5th game) 

Queen’s Gambit Declined 


imm. 

Jonathan Levitt ns Murugan 
Thiruchelvam (3rd game) 

32 Be5?? Rc8! 33 Qxc8 Bxc8 34 
Rcl Bb7 35 Rc7 Qe6 36 Bd4 Ba6 37 
Rxa7Qc638Kh2Qc439Rg7+Kh6 
40 Rf7 Qd3 41 a4 Bc4 42 Rf6+ Kh7 


1 d4d5 
2c4e6 

3 Nc3 Nf6 

4 BgS Be7 

5 e3 0-0? 

6 Nf3 b6 
7Qc2h6 
8Bxf6BxfB 
9e4Bb7 

10 cxd5 exd5 
He5Re8 

12 0-0-0 Bg5+ 

13 Kbl Nd7 

14 h4 Be7 

15 g4 NfB 


16 Bd3a5 
17g5h5 

18 g6f6 

19 Qe2 Bb4 

20 Ng5! bcg5 

21 taxgS Qxg5 

22 Rdgl Qxgl+ 

23 Rxgl Ne6 
24Qxh5K£B 

25 f4 Ke7 

26 f5 Rh8 

27 Qg4 Nxd4 
28fB+ gxffc 
29 exf6+ 

1-0 


5 ...0-0 was inaccurate - he 
should play 5 . . J16 6 Bh4 and then 
0-0. If 9 ...dxe4 10 Qxe4>. At the end, 
the attack was overwhelming. 

But this sharp reverse only 
underlines fee impressiveness of 
Murugan’s earlier play. 


BRIDGE 

ALAN Hi RON 


THIS WAS an old par contest hand 
with hidden beauties. Suppose that 
South {days in Ebur Spades - how 
do you rate his chances after West 
has led +7? 

I would imagine that fee bidding 
had started One Heart-One Spade; 
TWo Diamonds - Two Spades. Mak- 
ing one final move. North tried 
Three Diamonds and, in view of the 
quality of bis suit South now jumped 
to fbur Spades. The directed lead 
was indeed 4 7 and, after taking his 
two tricks in fee suit East fed a third 
round. 

South followed suit perforce and 
West’s natural-looking play was to 
ruff ahead of dummy wife +6. It 
does not help him fin; although this 
is the third trick for the defence, de- 
clarer wins any red suit return in 
dummy and is able to draw all the 
remaining trumps with the aid of a 
ample finesse. 

Aha! But West could have set a 
cunning trap! Suppose that on fee 
third round of clubs he ruffs with 
♦2! Dummy over-ruffe and South 
comes to hand with a red ace and 
aruffinordertolead 4 A and +Q. 
No good, for East wins with his king 
and can lead a fourth round of 
dubs for West to score fee setting 
trick with 49. 


Game all; dealer North 
North 

44 

S?AQ973 
OA K 764 
*KJ 


West 

49862 

S7J62 

OQ953 

472 


East 
4K7 
S7K10 8 4 
OJ 10 8 
4AQ53 


South 

4A Q J 105 3 
02 

4109864 


Very neat indeed, but South fed 
not have to foil into this tempting 
trap. When \fest ruffs the third 
round of dubs with his 42, declarer 
snnpjy discards a lowred card from 
the table. Then, as dummy still has 
a spade left, fee trump finesse can 
be taken and fee rest of the trumps 
drawn without further loss. 

I was just about to observe feat 
the whole h a nd bad ah the elegance ' 
of a constructed deal, when I 
remembered feat it was a con- 
structed deaL 
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ACROSS 
1 Ebofish (5) 

4 Defraud (3) 

7 Joint (4) 

8 FUel hydrocarbon (8) 

9 Weak spot (8,4) 

10 Dissimulation <6) 

13 Thin (6) 

15 Members of emergency 
sendee (12) 

19 Advancement (8) 

20 Inlet (4) 

21 Consume (3) 

22 Decree (5) 


DOWN 

1 Relating to sound (5) 

2 Shoreward flow with fee 
wind (3,4) 

3 Bumpkin (5) 

4 Social class (5) 

5 Bewilder (7) 

6 Emergency (6) 

11 Impose CD 

12 Type of sweet (6) 

14 Indigestion remedy CD 

16 Correct (5) 

17 Gadget (5) 

18 Watercourse (5) 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword; 

1 Harm, 4 Wrest (Armrest), 3 Oasis, 10 Bambon; 11 TriSt tube. 12 Icoo, 13 
7 Hood. l8AddefldnnL21 Gkicose, 22 Flora, 23 TSmes,2Iitt. DOWN: 
4 Word biindneEs, 5 Evil, G Tobacco, 7 Doctor 8 Swan, 14 Croquet, 
imaL 17 Hfgb. 19 Droll, 20 Warm. 
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